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PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR. 



The Memoirs of the Vatican Council which are here 
presented to the public, are the work of a sincere and 
liberal Roman Catholic, and are inspired by a genuine 
desire to promote the welfare of that religion. The 
book is marked by a spirit of frankness and modera- 
tion, and there is abundant internal evidence to show 
that the writer had peculiar means and opportunities 
of closely observing the incidents which he depicts, 
and of recording them with accuracy. When to these 
recommendations it is added that the subject is one of 
universal and enduring interest, enough has been said 
to justify the attempt that is made to render the work 
accessible to the generality of English readers by this 
translation. 

The Translator is however sensible, that some in- 
justice may have been done to the original, in a version 
which has been undertaken by one who is little ac- 
quainted with the metaphysical arguments in which 
the Author frequently engages ; and with the technical 
language in which those arguments are embodied. 
The general meaning of the original hjw, it is hoped, 
been invariably preserved; but there are refinements 
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IV PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR. 

and distinctions in the Italian, which may not have 
been always rendered with perfect accuracy, and which 
the English language is, perhaps, scarcely fitted to 
reproduce. To errors of this nature, for which thd 
Translator must be held responsible, the Author and 
the reader will, it is hoped, alike extend their in- 
dulgence. 



NOTICE BY THE EDITORS. 



This manuscript, containing a sort of chronicle of the 
Vatican Council, having been placed in our hands, we 
have deemed its publication advisable on account of 
the great national importance for Italy, of all that 
concerns the time and the subject ; both in itself, and 
in its connection with the past, the present, and the 
future. Moreover because, excepting in so far as 
the question has been dealt with by the periodical 
contemporaneous press, very few works have appeared 
in Italy with the view of enlightening the public, and 
recalling their attention to that memorable event, 
particularly in its relations, direct and indirect, with 
the reviving civil and political life of the country. 

This object being especially aimed at in the present 
work, it seems the better adapted for filling a gap 
much felt in our current literature, since the proroga- 
tion of tlie Vatican Council. 

The book is well suited for general readers, because, 
as the Author himself explains, it has no kind of 
theological aim or pretension ; but treats rather of the 
influence likely to be exercised by the Council on 
the condition of our people, and their religious state. 
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a consideration which renders it especially important 
to Italians; while the narration is made with an 
absence of party spirit and an impress of truth which 
may cause it to be useful and instructive for all. 

We present it to our readers as we ourselves have 
received it, leaving untouched even the anachronism 
inscribed on the title-page, where it is stated that the 
book is the work of a contemporary, and yet it bears 
the name of Pomponio Leto. That the former state- 
ment is correct is undeniable, that the Author was 
an eye-witness of all he relates is beyond doubt, as the 
book itself proves; whereas the name of Pomponio 
Leto can no more be accounted that of a contemporary 
at the Vatican Council, than it was at the Council of 
Trent, Still there has always been, and there will be 
at least for a long time to come, a Pomponio Leto in 
Italy. That name embodies a type which arose at the 
time of the Renaissance, especially in Rome, and was 
produced by the combination of the genius of classical 
antiquity with Christian sentiment, and by the Latin 
spirit of inquiry, in contact with the first source of 
the principle of authority. It represents resistance, 
opposition, and investigation slowly progressive, but 
yet compatible with Catholic feelings and institutions. 

Pomponio Leto was a philosopher who taught in one 
of the Italian schools of thought and learning at the 
period of the Renaissance ; and was on that account 
regarded with much suspicion, and even persecuted by 
Paul IL, but subsequently numbered Paul III. among 
his pupils, and became himself the friend of two later 
Popes, Sixtus IV. and Inngcent VIII. 
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Our readers must not suppose that we desire to deal 
in fables, or to set their imagination to work in regard 
to our manuscript; for the conditions to which we 
have referred, were more frequently met with in the 
fifteenth, than they are in the nineteenth century. 

We only wish to point out that as Italy is morally 
and intellectually, if not politically, the product of the 
two great movements of world-wide interest evolved 
in her and by her, to which we have already alluded — 
Catholicism, and the questions pertaining to it, must 
ever have a part in the political combinations of the 
nation, as philosophy and the old classics have deeply 
modified her religious feelings. For that reason philo- 
sophers are bound to attach great weight to spiritual 
influences, and a Pomponio Leto will always be forth- 
coming to indite the history of a Council. 



INTRODUCTION. 



These impressions, recorded during the Vatican Council 
at Rome, as the events occurred, were originally in- 
tended for a periodical Review ; but owing to certain 
diflSculties having arisen, their publication in that form 
was suspended, and the work itself might have been 
laid aside, had not some friends who regarded it with 
favour, encouraged the Author to persevere in his 
design. He then continued to collect, as he had done 
before, in their proper sequence, the most notable 
particulars of that important period of contemporary 
history ; not only those which of right belonged to 
the public, but others which by good fortune were 
rescued from the official secrecy in which they should 
have been lawfully shrouded. In so doing he had no 
other purpose but that of endeavouring to fix in the 
memory of all those interested in these transactions, 
a true image of that great event, rendering its ex- 
ternal features, so to speak, as impressive and familiar 
as possible. 

To make an exhaustive study of such a complex 
subject as a Council, would involve a far greater 
effort than either the limits of the present work or 
the powers of the Author allow, and to this accordingly 
he has not aspired. Some one placed in more favour- 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

able circumstances may be enabled, before long, worthily 
to satisfy the desires of those who are intent upon the 
study of the religious and political history of our age. 
These pages contain a simple chronicle, or rather 
they embody the fugitive recollections and impressions 
retained by the memory of the Author, or the memory 
of others (where such could be usefully invoked), 
mingled with the reflections which occurred to him, 
and which were recorded at the same time. 

In collating these slender notes, little method has 
been observed. The narrative was originally com- 
menced at the end of each successive month, so as to 
form an article : the same plan has been followed here, 
therefore every chapter bears the name, and describes 
the proceedings of the month just elapsed ; and pre- 
serves the form which the current development of 
events produced ; each chapter moreover carries with it 
the impress of the opinions prevailing at the moment, 
and of the actual condition of aflfairs. Passing under 
review the impressions of those earlier months, after 
the lapse of all the phases which culminated in the 
declaration of Infallibility, how many mistaken opinions 
appear! how many antecedents which failed to pro- 
duce the results expected from them! Nevertheless, 
with the exception of some slight re-touches, rather 
aflfecting the form than the substance, and indispensable 
to preserve a certain unity in the composition, it has 
been thought preferable to alter nothing that was com- 
mitted to writing under the force of first impressions. 
It will consequently not be surprising if the arrange- 
ment in which the materials are disposed is defec- 
tive, and the materials themselves are sometimes dis- 
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connected or reiterated. But if for such reasons the 
present book does not pretend to be a history, nor 
a work of literary merit, it yet possesses a certain 
stamp of reality which, consistently maintained during 
the eight months of the duration of the Ecumenical 
Council, may, perhaps, help others in forming an 
opinion on this notable period of Ecclesiastical history 
when it shall belong to the distant past; and may 
enable the book even now, in the living present, to 
direct upon the events it records an amount of light 
which, though cast here and there in scattered rays 
firom contemporary publications, has not been as yet 
combined in any other quarter to exhibit them com- 
prehensively and at once. 

After this preamble, it is hardly necessary to add 
that the Council is here regarded, not in its bearing 
on theology and canon law, but in its relation to civil 
life; and that it is studied, not from within, which 
was, indeed, impossible for common spectators, but 
from without, as the title-page is intended to indicate. 

It only remains for us to assure the reader that, 
though these sketches may be wanting in the depth 
and research which so grave a subject demands, yet 
by way of compensation they are strictly conformable 
to truth ; for there is very little related of which the 
Author was not a personal witness, or which he did 
not receive on authority of equivalent value. 
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DECEMBER. 



I.-OPENING OF THE COUNCIL. 

1. Announcement of the opening of the Conncil. — 2, Its firat meeting. — 3. Pro- 
cession. — 4. Entrance into St Peter's. — 5. Description of the Gonnoil Hall. — 
6. First Session.— 7. The Fathers do homage. — 8. Benediction by the Pope. 
— 9. The Conncil is opened. 

1. At nine in the morning of December the 8th 1869, the salutes 
from Monte Aventino and the bells of all the churches in 
Rome, announced to the world the opeqing of the Twentieth 
Ecumenical Council, fifteen centuries after the first so recognised 
by history — that of Nicea; eighteen after that of Jerusalem, and 
three after the last Council — that of Trent. 

2. At the same hour, all those called to attend the Council 
were assembled in the great hall above the portico of the 
Vatican Basilica, which on this occasion was arranged as a 
chapel; though it is generally used for the functions of the 
Papal Benediction and of the Last Supper. 

The Pope, who on ordinary occasions never leaves his own 
apartments till all is prepared and ready for his reception, was 
to-day one of the first to enter the hall, as if to show that he 
desired to place himself on an equality with those present ; and 
remained quietly seated till the long cortege was complete 
which was to pass before him in solemn procession to the 
Church of St. Peter. There were 47 cardinals present out of 
the 55 in Rome; more than 700 bishops out of the 1000 
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supposed to form the entire Catholic episcopate ; more than 
20 mitred abbots, five abbots nulliuSy and about 30 Generals of 
Orders ; this being the computation given by the Official Index 
published in Rome, of those who were present, and had the 
right of sitting at the Council. 

The Civilth Cattolica gave the complete list of names as 
723, the Uniih Cattolica at 720— both differing from the Official 
Index, which declared them to be over 760 ; but, in truth, it 
was difficult to make the calculation with perfect accuracy, 
this only being certainly known, that the polling papers 
gathered at the first sitting of the Council amounted to 678. 

Nine of the Bishops present were Patriarchs, four of the 
Western Church, and five Oriental. There were five Primates, 
and above 130 Archbishops ; these, however, had not all the 
charge of a diocese, and among the Patriarchs were some who 
had never in their lives left Rome. There were also a consider- 
able number of Archbishops and Bishops in partibuSy who were 
not diocesans, and scarcely knew the geographical situation 
of the territories whence they derived their designations ; all 
these, however, were equally admitted to the Council and 
allowed to vote. Abbots and Generals of Orders had also a seat, 
together with the power of voting, although without any real 
claim to that privilege. 

The result of all these concessions was very materially to 
affect the action of the Council by admitting to its assemblies 
a numerous body of dignitaries holding no cure of souls ; 
and consequently, though equal in dignity to the other ecclesi- 
astics, inferior to them in that practical knowledge and sense 
of responsibility which was required to render their vote dis- 
interested and valuable; they availed, however, to swell the 
numbers present, and to make the Vatican Council the largest 
ever witnessed in the Catholic Church. While the hierarchy 
were assembled in the upper hall, the rest of the Roman clergy, 
both regular and secular, arranged themselves along the great 
staircase, the portico, and the church, and formed two long lines 
through which the procession passed. 

3. When all were assembled, the Pope rose, prostrated him- 
self before the altar, and began, with his singularly clear and 
distinct voice, to intone the hymn to the Holy Spirit, the choir 
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took up the strain, and the procession moved onward in the 
foHowing order : first, the chamberlains and private chaplains, 
who headed the cortege, then the consistorial advocates, the 
promoters of the Council, and the singers ; next to them, the 
" Abbreviatori di Parco Maggiore," the " Votanti di Segnatura," 
the " Cherici di Camera,'* and the " Auditori di Rota," two 
prelates in each of the four classes last mentioned having 
the duty of scrutinising the votes of the Council ; then came 
the Head of the " Sacro Ospizio," and two chaplains carrying the 
Pope's mitre and tiara. The abbots in ordinary, the abbots 
nulliusy the bishops, archbishops, prelates, patriarchs, and car- 
dinals according to their order then followed, preceded by an 
incense-bearer, and the apostolic sub-deacon carrying the Papal 
cross between two acolytes, the bishops and cardinals being 
each accompanied by a chaplain or train-bearer. 

Close to them were the senator and the " conservators " 
representing the municipality of Rome, the vice-chamberlain of 
the Church, and the Prince of the Pontifical Throne ; then two 
protonotaries, the cardinal-deacon, the masters of ceremonies, 
and finally the Pope himself, carried on his chair of state under 
a canopy ; the generals of religious orders, various other officials 
and persons in the service of the Council, secretaries, notaries, 
and lastly, shorthand-writers, who completed the procession. 

4. This long line of dignitaries of the highest grade then passed 
down the lines formed by the humbler ecclesiastics, and leaving 
the great hall above the portico, advanced through that which 
gives access to the Sistine Chapel ; then descending the grand 
staircase of Bernini, they turned to the right through the portico 
and solemnly entered the Church of St. Peter, which now ap- 
peared to be filled for the first time within the memory of man. 

The Pope and the bishops were vested in white, the day 
being the Feast of the Immaculate Conception ; and the Pope, 
who usually wears a tiara or a mitre of plates of gold, now had 
on a costly mitre made especially for the occasion. These 
particulars have some significance, as they were intended to in- 
dicate a certain equality with all the other bishops, which, 
however, did not extend beyond the minor accessories of cere- 
monial. 

At the entrance of the Church, the Pope descended from his 
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Throne and, uncovering his head, proceeded to the Papal altar, 
where he took up his station. 

5. The Council Hall is situated in the right transept of the 
Church of St. Peter, in the area in which the ceremony of the 
Washing of the Feet is held on Maundj Thursday ; it lies 
between the two pilasters which support the cupola of Michael 
Angelo, and the space above is filled in by an attic and a tym- 
panum, under which is a great door that remained open to satisfy 
the curiosity of the public during the ceremony and, indeed, 
during all the public sittings of the Council, only being shut 
when the private Congregations were held. The guardianship 
of this door belonged, of ancient right and usage, to the Knights 
of Jerusalem, and they hastened to avail themselves of the privi- 
lege by placing their services at the disposal of the Council, 
showing a natural eagerness to follow the deliberations from so 
favourable a position, rather than to hear them by report from 
afar. 

As, however, it is the special duty of the ** guardie nobili " to 
accompany the Pope on all occasions, it was found necessary to 
commit the keeping of the great door equally to them and to the 
Knights of Jerusalem. Above the door was inscribed in large 
letters the appropriate text, " Go ye, and teach all nations : I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world." 

The hall itself, though simply arranged, presents an imposing 
appearance, due to its own grand proportions ; at the further 
end is placed the Pope's throne, next to it the benches for the 
patriarchs and cardinals, and then the seats for the bishops, 
descending gradually in seven rows till they reach the level of 
the floor. Every seat bears a number corresponding to the 
ticket given to each of the bishops, according to which they 
were inscribed in the printed catalogue distributed to all 
members of the Council. The hall is adorned with various 
paintings, representing the Doctors of the Church, and the 
Popes who have convened Ecumenical Councils, and above 
the throne hangs a picture of the Descent of the Holy Spirit ; 
everything is simple but striking. 

There is, however, one serious defect in the building with 
reference to public speaking, namely, its want of acoustic pro- 
perties. The immense height of the vaulted roof, and the 
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grand arches of the nave, seemed to favour the desires of that 
portion of the Council which was accused of being inimical to 
discussion, by swallowing up the most learned propositions 
and the wisest sayings in their vast depths before they could be 
heard. Indeed, this inconvenience was found to be so serious, 
that many people believed that the Vatican Hall, prepared with 
such care, would only be used for public sittings and for the 
promulgation of decrees, and that the closed meetings would be 
held in the " Sala degli Svizzeri," or some other of the great 
courts or churches of Rome. 

6. Towards eleven o'clock all were seated in the Council 
Hall — the Pope on his throne, the cardinals and patriarchs in 
their places, and then the bishops, Latin, Greek, Melchitic, 
Russian, Roumanian, Bulgarian, Syrian, Chaldean, Maronite, 
Copt, and Armenian, all vested in their pontifical attire. They 
presented one of the most remarkable spectacles ever witnessed 
by human eyes, especially in our days, when such grand displays 
of pomp are rare. 

No spectator, however little inclined to sympathise with the 
assembly, could do otherwise than marvel, not so much at 
its outward magnificence, as at the nM>ral power inherent in 
the Papacy which could still avail, after the lapse of centuries, 
to draw together by a simple letter of invitation multitudes 
from the furthest comers of the world, men of all nations, united 
by a discipline almost without perceptible authority ; yet many of 
them devoted to a degree unknown in any other assembly, even 
to the furthering of their own abasement, and ready to contend 
with public opinion, not for the extension, but for the restriction 
of their own prerogatives. Such a spectacle enables one to com- 
prehend the sense of indomitable power with which the Popes 
have always acted ; no other rulers have ever reached such a 
pitch of authority and grandeur in dealing not only with their 
own subjects, but with human society at large. 

7. As soon as the Pope entered, the Cardinal- Vicar intoned 
the mass ; after which, the Secretary of the Council having 
placed a copy of the Gospels on a superb lectern, the Bishop of 
Iconium, standing before it, delivered a Latin oration, and the 
Pope, in his pontifical vestments, received the allegiance of all 
the members of the Council. This consisted in the bishops 
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kneeling before him, one after the other, and kissing his knee. 
What an effort must it have cost him, who bears the humble 
title of " Servant of the Servants of God," to keep in memory 
that modest designation during such a ceremony ! 

8. This being ended, the Pope bestowed his solemn benedic- 
tion on the assembly three times, and pronounced the opening 
allocution ; after which there was a movement of deep emotion 
among all present. Every one who knows the Pope is aware 
how peculiarly sensitive he is, and how liable to strong excite- 
ment : at that moment he seemed inspired by the deepest faith 
and enthusiasm, which supported him, notwithstanding his age, 
through all that long and fatiguing ceremony, and the whole 
assembly shared his enthusiasm ; for it is in the nature of earnest 
conviction and intense feeling to find a ready response in the 
breasts of others. 

The Pope, after pronouncing his allocution, invoked the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin, and then rising, extended his arms to- 
wards Heaven, when the whole assembly simultaneously rose ; 
it was a solemn sight. None of the diflferences which were after- 
wards to cool that enthusiasm and divide those hearts were yet 
apparent ; and all the fears, the hopes, and the affections of 
the Catholic world were agitating the breasts of those who 
formed its universal assembly. 

9. After other prayers, and the hymn to the Holy Spirit, the 
decree for the opening of the Council was read, and the consent 
of the assembled bishops being asked, they responded with the 
liturgical " Placet " ; a thanksgiving followed, and then the first 
Session closed ; the second being fixed for the 6th of January. 
Such was the opening of the Vatican Council called together 
eighteen centuries after Christ, to consider and influence the 
fate of the Catholic Church, and to decide whether the Western 
nations of Europe, with their present social and political insti- 
tutions, have or have no longer a religion. 
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n.— THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY. 

1. Importance of the assembly. — 2. Ck)ndition of ChriBtendom. — 3. Causes of its 
diyisions. — 4. Present state of af&irs. — 5. The longest interval without an 
Ecumeniciil (Council. — 6. Character of this meeting — 7. Causes that brought 
about the Council. — 8. The Catholic party. — 9. Reasons for the oonvocation of 
the Council. — 10. Bull of Convocation. 

1. Thus far we have treated of the Council externally, and in 
this respect it was indeed splendid, and surpassed all expecta- 
tions. It was a marvellous sight to behold so many dignitaries 
from all parts of the world assembled at the Pope's invitation, 
ready to bend before him, and to encounter on the threshold of 
the Vatican (as a French writer has observed) the Patriarch of 
Babylon and the Bishop of Chicago, representatives of by- 
gone ages and of ages yet to come, met together at a period of 
highly-developed civilisation, with intentions and purposes of 
such vast importance. 

But if one turns from these thoughts to bare matters of fact — 
from the contemplation of externals to that of the subject in 
itself — the Bishop of Chicago does not represent a Catholic 
Chicago, any more than the Patriarch of Babylon represents a 
Catholic Babylon. 

It is no wonder that these two extreme examples do not repre- 
sent Catholic societies ; but how many of the other bishops are 
in the same position! Leaving out of the question all the 
prelates in partibus infidelium^ what do the American bishops 
really represent in connection with the titles of their dioceses? 
What, for instance, does the Bishop of New York represent in 
face of the Catholic or universal Church? or, not to take the 
countries known to be anti-Catholic, how many are the French 
bishops able to feel themselves pastors of the whole or the greater 
part of their flock, or who really represent a Catholic society, or 
even a true Catholic majority? Among the great nations of 
Europe such a state of things could only be found in Italy, or 
more probably in Spain ; in Ireland and Poland, if they be 
reckoned as nations; and lastly, less universally, yet more 
really in some parts of Germany. 

2. If the West has remained Christian, nevertheless, since the 
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eighth century, when, with but transitory exceptions, the Catholic 
or universal Christian faith reached its culminating point, many 
great nations or races have detached themselves by degrees, and 
according to their separate tendencies and characteristics, from 
that faith, and no Councils have been able to prevent their seces- 
sion. Neither the fourth Council of Constantinople, nor later, 
the Council of Florence, could hinder the schism of the East, 
which was the first stage of disunion ; nor could the Council 
of Trent bring back the German races to the fold, and restrain 
the advance of Protestantism, which was the second stage of 
disunion, and cost the CathoUc Church the loss of Germany, 
England, Scandinavia, and through them of America and 
Australia. 

The third phase, which for nearly a century has menaced 
Catholicism in the countries still remaining to it, is that which, 
having as yet no other designation, we may call by the generic 
name of Revolution. What attitude would the Vatican Council 
assume with respect to this new phase — how would it face this 
danger ? Such was the great problem which every one, from the 
opening of the Council, was endeavouring to solve. 

Would the Council proceed on a principle of selection or of 
elimination ? Would it take a wide limit, so as to embrace the 
greater portion of mankind within the Church, or would it 
choose a narrow limit, and thus throw numbers into revolution ? 
Such thoughts occupied all earnest minds, because for them both 
the moment and the subject were most serious, far more so than 
was apparent to superficial obsen'ers. We repeat, the question at 
stake was to decide whether the Catholic nations of Europe are, or 
are not to have a religion — not a nominal or outward form merely, 
but a real religion in common, which should be manifest in their 
actions, and be in harmony with their customs and institutions. 

3. If the Council of Constantinople did not prevent the schism 
of the East, or the Council of Trent the Reformation in the West, 
yet undoubtedly other Councils have, with more or less difficulty, 
finally triumphed and accomplished the end for which they were 
convened. Thus, the Councils of Nicea, Ephesus, and Chal- 
cedon really conquered, not indeed at once but eventually, the 
errors they condemned, and no traces of those errors remain at the 
present day. And the reason for this success is, that every time 
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the Catholic Church had to oppose a mere error of judgment, 
arising simply from differences of opinion, she conquered it with 
more or less ease, according to its greater or less importance, 
because in such a case the principle of authority embodied and 
represented the interests of the great majority of Catholics, who 
were ready to sacrifice purely speculative diflferences for the sake 
of unity. 

When, however, the Church had to confront great interests, and 
the general or partial, yet weighty tendencies of a race or nation, 
which either gave rise to some error, or by furnishing a pretext 
for it, manifested it to the world, then those tendencies strength- 
ened the error which finally triumphed through their instru- 
mentality. Who does not recognise in the two great schisms 
that have rent the Christian world the manifestation of those 
sentiments, old as the human race, pride in the past and impa- 
tience for the future ? Who does not see in the one, intolerance 
of the old yoke, and in the other, opposition to the new ? 

If to all this be added the consideration of the other great 
interests and secondary combinations also at work, a just view 
may be obtained of the diflPerent powers fighting in the camp 
of Theology, in those ages especially when they could find 
expression in no other way. 

4. To which of these two cases does the present state of things 
appertain ? Under what external and internal conditions has the 
Vatican Council assembled to meet the difficulty, and how will 
its deliberations affect the progress of society and of the Church ? 

To find the first answer is not difficult, because there is no 
doubt that behind every inquiry suggested in the Council there 
lies a great social question of deep moment at the present day, 
involving an immense amount of living interests. 

The second answer was not so easily perceived at the opening 
of the Council ; and in order to form some conjectures and make 
an a]>proximate judgment, it was necessary to review all that had 
preceded it, and to observe the present course of its deliberations. 

5. From the foundation of the Church up to the present time 
there never had been so long a period without the assembling of 
an Ecumenical Council. Many reasons can be adduced for 
this, to be sought principally in the calm which followed the 
stormy crisis of the Reformation, in the religious apathy which 



10 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [December. 

prevailed in the latter centuries, as also in the great difficulty 
of calling together a General Council, after the last experiment 
at Trent, which resulted in the position of the bishops being 
strengthened as regards their flocks, though weakened in other 
respects ; and in the fact that the authority of the Pope having 
been secured on this occasion, he had no wish to expose it to 
another trial. But (without going into further particulars) the 
main reason is that the Church, which had hitherto formed a 
sort of constitutional monarchy, emerged from the Council of 
Trent by virtue of constant and progressive explanation and 
discussion as a monarchy, only slightly tempered ; and from this 
came the unwillingness, and even dislike, subsequently shown to 
the assembling of her States-General. 

If, by a further process of discussion, the Church should 
become an absolute monarchy, the Vatican Council might 
prove her last deliberative assembly ; and her meetings, changing 
their character, might become simply consultative, and therefore, 
like the consistory of cardinals, rather a solemn ceremony than 
a real event in the economy of the Church. 

6. It is undeniable that the spontaneous act of the Pope in 
calling together the Council, when nothing obliged him to do so, 
and when the episcopate generally was attached and subservient 
to his wishes, was an act of liberal tendency — a step backwards 
in the path of absolutism, and a step in advance towards a larger 
and more complete restoration of the ecclesiastical constitution, 
because that is founded in the combined opinion of many rather 
than in the absolute power of one. 

Whoever doubted the good effects of the Council, must logi- 
cally have doubted also the character and disposition of the epis- 
copate, the good-will of the Pope in the matter being apparent. 
Indeed, in summoning this assembly his action was entirely free 
and spontaneous, though up to a certain degree he may have 
been influenced by the force of circumstances. 

7. In the year 1859-60, when troubles in Italy seemed to 
threaten her political existence, Rome, finding her territories 
slipping from her grasp, and without the means of retaining 
them, turned for help, as she h^is always done in similar perils, 
to the other Catholic nations. But the political condition of 
Europe being such as to prevent her obtaining assistance from 
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the various Governments, Rome addressed herself (with her 
peculiar power of adaptation to the exigencies of the moment) 
to public opinion, instead of to the Cabinets of Europe. In that 
appeal she availed herself of the press, of public meetings, and 
of all other means of influence ; in fact, she adopted the policy 
of partisanship instead of diplomacy. From this beginning there 
sprung, or rather rose again, the so-called Catholic party, which 
rapidly increased till it presented a well-organised body, with a 
strong will, and a clear and definite programme. 

This party was then moulded, disciplined, and kept in 
constant communication with Rome by means of the different 
gatherings held there on various occasions, such as the pro- 
mulgation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, the 
centenary of St. Peter, and the canonizing of new saints. Its 
consolidation was also assisted by the institution of " Peter's 
pence " for replenishing the Papal finances, by the enrolling of 
the Zouaves for a short period of service, which was renewed 
every year, by the issue of different publications and newspapers, 
by civil and religious festivities, and by many other means; 
in fact, the traditional policy of the Church of Rome, though 
remaining essentially the same, shifted its ground, and created 
for its service, instead of the Holy Alliance, a cosmopolitan 
Catholic party, which combined the strongest interests and 
passions, and fought with good success against the adverse 
march of the times. 

The Society of the Jesuits was an excellent instrument in the 
cause, on account of its unique and extraordinary discipline, and 
of its authority and extension in all parts of the world, which 
enabled it to work in the matter with a unity of aim and action, 
otherwise difficult to obtain. 

8. All this could not be accomplished without quitting the 
field of politics and entering upon that of principles, since in 
the Papacy the two powers are so nearly connected as necessarily 
to act on one another. The Catholic party, which naturally per- 
sonified the principle of absolute authority, had drawn most of 
its adherents from the world that was past, and was no sooner 
arrayed for the combat than it found itself in collision with the 
world as now existing ; the shock was soon felt, and was as violent 
as the toleration of the present age admitted. 
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Rome was unable to moderate the ardour of this conflict, nor 
could she, being placed at the mercy of her defenders, maintain 
the equanimity in action which, notwithstanding her authorita- 
tive position, or perhaps even on account of it, she had hitherto 
preserved. 

While the reHgious movement was in its first stage and only 
showed itself in the pages of the Civilth Cattolica, the Univers^ 
and the pastoral letters of some of the French bishops, the En- 
cyclical and the Syllabus came to light, and no one in the Church 
either raised objections or suggested doubts, all minds being 
occupied with the peril that threatened the temporal power. 
Only the Bishop of Orleans seemed to view the course of events 
with some anxiety, which he indicated in his sibylline treatise 
on the Encyclical ; but it was of little avail, for the impetus 
being now given, it was too late to check the progress of events. 

9. The retrograde step embodied in the declaration of the 
Encyclical, — that the Pope could not follow the spirit of the 
times, — and the results of the unfortunate battle of Mentana, 
both combined to render the Pontiff more than ever desirous 
of finding in the episcopate a real help and support, not only 
privately and officially, but formally and solemnly, and of ob- 
taining the aid and advice of the whole Church for the purpose 
of lightening the responsibility that weighed so heavily upon 
him. Moreover, on several occasions he had already been 
brought into contact with great assemblies of the bishops, had 
become familiar with them, had studied their opinions and dis- 
positions, and was aware of the important help to be drawn 
from them in the present difficulty ; besides which, he had 
found many of the prelates favourably inclined towards an 
Ecumenical Council. 

10. On the 29th of June, 1868, a few months after Garibaldi 
had reached the gates of Rome, when revolution had pene- 
trated beyond the walls of the city even to the doors of the 
Vatican, and the barracks of the Zouaves were blown into the 
air, the apostolic letter for the assembling of the Council was 
published ; the Pope, showing wonderful reliance in his own 
destiny, having chosen this most grave and dangerous moment 
for its convocation.* 

♦ See Appendix, Document I. 
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HL— THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL. 

1. Fint official docmnent — 2. Impressioii it produces. — 3. Iniritation to Protee- 
tants and schi&matical bodies. — 4. — PioceediDgs of foreign ambassadors. — 
5. Objects of the CoonciL — 6. Further remarks on the same matter. — 7. Hospi- 
tality offered to the bishops. — 8. Nomination of the C(Hnmissions. — 9. The 
CiviUa Caltoliai.— 10. Its article of February 6th.— 11. The Fulda proclama- 
tion and Padre Giacinto's letter. — 12. Pastoral of the Archbishop of Paris, 
and publications of the anti-Infallibilist party. — 13. The programme of the 
Council is unfolded. — 14. The Archbishop of Westminster. 

1. We now come to the public and official acts of the 
Council, and from them it is easy to judge of the intentions 
and aim of the assembly, and also to form some conjectures 
— though in these caution is necessary — as to the direction in 
which it would probably move. 

2. The idea of the Council sprang naturally in the Pope's 
mind from the desire of finding some shelter from the storms 
which beset him, and of lightening the burden of his heavy 
responsibilities. The Catholic party easily acceded to the plan, 
thinking that the bishops, who were in some places harassed, and 
in others found their powers diminished, would readily meet the 
wishes of the party, on account of the work they had done, and the 
energy with which they had successfully fought for the interests 
of the Church ; besides, the present seemed a favourable occa- 
sion for inducing the entire episcopate either to accept their 
views, or at least to become participators in their responsibility. 

It is true that some viewed with unfavourable eyes the calling 
together of any assembly that could possibly be dispensed with ; 
but these were a few incorrigible members of the " Curia," 
or a still smaller body of "prudent" men, the larger number 
inclining to the other opinion. 

The rest of the Church having for the last eight years heard 
but one note of alarm, that which was sounding the dangers 
that threatened the temporal power, turned for help to the Ecu- 
menical Council, and trusted that it might devise some remedy 
for the evils which had been so long impending. Public opinion 
is slow in these days to concern itself with matters not of imme- 
diate consequence, and did not trouble itself with any far-sighted 
reflections on the subject of the assembly. 
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3. An invitation to join the Council was then sent to the 
Protestant and schismatical bodies, rather with the pretence of 
including aU Christian denominations in its assembly, than 
with any expectation that they would come ; for the letters were 
couched in terms which presupposed entire submission to Rome 
in all who should attend. The invitations were declined with 
more or less courtesy, as was to be expected. Further nego- 
tiations were carried on for a time with some hope of success, 
but these also proved in the end abortive. 

An attempt was made to obtain from the Russian Government 
permission for the Polish bishops to attend the Council, but this 
attempt failed ; and, if the story be true, its only result was to 
victimise an innocent person, a Polish priest, who happened 
to be obnoxious to the Russian Government, by whom his expul- 
sion from the Roman States was demanded as one of the con- 
ditions preliminary to the grant by the Czar of his " exequatur." 
The priest was banished ; but, nevertheless, the permission was 
not granted by Russia, nor did the bishops ever arrive. 

From these preliminaries it gradually became evident that 
the great questions which divide Christendom would meet with 
no solution in a Council, from whose deliberations they were 
excluded one after the other. 

4. One of the first discussions that took place, was on the 
propriety of admitting the ambassadors of Christian Sovereigns 
to the meetings of the Council ; but as the Pope had very little 
desire for their presence, and the several Governments had no 
wish to meddle in the matter, it was easy to come to an agreement 
on this point. A Congregation of cardinals was held, in which 
it was decided that the ambassadors should not be present at 
the Council, but that the Secretary of State should keep them 
informed of all the business that was transacted. A great inter- 
change of notes and despatches followed ; and it was finally 
determined that at the public Sessions a particular tribune, 
as was customary at all great ceremonies, should be reserved for 
the diplomatic body, who were obliged to rest satisfied with this 
amount of participation in the deliberations of the Council ; and 
the publications of the Lihro giallo (yellow book) confirmed the 
acceptance of these conditions by the two parties reciprocally 
interested in the lil>erty of Church and State. 
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5. The Papal BulL pablished oo the i^lh Jour. 1^^ in ibr 
Tesdbnle of the Vatican Basilica* emuncntes (in its litunrtcal 
compilation) the reasons lor assemblinsr the Ectunenical Coan* 
oil as follows: — ^The horrible tempest {kivrribUi tm^fYsiiMitt) 
threatening societj and the Church ; ** ^ the authorit v of the 
Apostolic See trodden imder foot ; ^ ^ the abolition of reli|rioas 
corporations ; " '^ the confiscation of ecclesiastical pnipertj ; "^ 
" the insnlts ofiered to the clergy ;** ** the perversity of the 
press ; " " the increase of Sectarianism ; " ** the secularisation 
of education ; ^ and, finally, ^ the corruption and impiety of 
manners, and the unbridled license of thought*" Further on it 
also alludes to the discipline and instruction of the clergy. 

6. If it be borne in mind that the Council was convenetl 
on the day dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin, so as to be under her patronage, as the Pope had an* 
nounced in his first allocution on the subject addressed to the 
bishops assembled for the Centenary of St. Peter, 30th of June, 
1867, it will be obvious how he viewed the matter with regard 
to dogma, and to what end the Council was directed as a means 
of discipline. 

7. At the same time the Pope addressed a circular to the 
bishops, offering them hospitality ; this was accepted by some 
entirely ; by others, in part ; and by others, again, courteously 
refused, as being able to dispense with it without thereby suffer- 
ing inconvenience. At the opening of the Council it was 
reckoned that about three hundred bishops were guests of the 
Pope, half of them living entirely at his expense, the others being 
indebted to him for lodging only. It was calculated that this 
hospitality cost the Pope's private exchequer about 2500 lire a 
day ; but as such a contingency had been foreseen, a short while 
before the opening of the Council some of the faithful had 
imagined a way of meeting the expense. This was by insti- 
tuting a festival on the fiftieth anniversary of the first mass cele- 
brated by the Pope ; and the immense amount of money collected 
on the occasion, amounting to several million francs, served to 
defray the heavy expenditure occasioned by the Council. 

8. Before the meeting of the assembly, the Pope instituted a 
Congregation of cardinals to undertake all the preliminary 
work, and placed at its head the Cardinal- Vicar of Rome ; the 
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members of the body being eight — Reisach, Bernabo, Pane- 
bianco, Bizzarri, Bilio, Caterini, and Capalti. Six of these were 
themselves presidents of other Commissions branching out from 
it, whose duty it was to classify the matters to be treated of in 
the Council in the following order : — Commission on Dogma, 
under the presidency of Cardinal Bilio (to whom, in great 
measure, though perhaps wrongly, the compilation of the 
Syllabus was attributed) ; Ecclesiastical Policy, under Cardinal 
Reisach ; Affairs of the East, under Cardinal Bernabo, Prefect 
of the Congregation " De Propaganda Fide ;" Religious Orders, 
under Cardinal Bizzarri ; Ceremonial, under the Cardinal- Vicar ; 
Ecclesiastical Discipline, under Cardinal Caterini. Besides 
these, the Pope appointed a Commission on Biblical Studies and 
the Revision of the Index, under the presidency of Cardinal de 
Luca, but he was not included in the Directive Congregation, 
and his commission remained on one side, and was not inte- 
grally connected with the others. It attracted, however, a good 
deal of public attention by reason of the important nature of its 
subjects, and was commonly reckoned among the six principal 
Commissions, that on Ceremonial being omitted as of little 
moment. The fact is, that the management of this Commission 
seemed, from the first, displeasing to the authorities, as the 
affairs relating to the Index were treated of in a large and liberal 
spirit, and the result was that after a few meetings it entirely 
dropped. It remained in public opinion as one of the six Con- 
gregations, but had no status, and all mention of it was omitted 
in the official organs. It was thus consigned to oblivion, 
notwithstanding that its members had already commenced much 
business, important both in matter and in the manner of its 
transaction. 

The members of these Commissions were theologians and 
counsellors chosen by the Pope and the Committee of cardinals 
in Rome and in different Catholic countries. They, of course, 
received, under the strictest seal of secrecy, information as to 
the matters to be treated of in the Council, either fully or by 
degrees, according as they were prepared in Rome. 

Together with the creation of these Commissions, notice was 
sent to the bishops of a fixed and limited number of subjects to 
be discussed in the Council, that they might have the oppor- 
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tunity of studying them beforehand ; but, saving these, the 
Vatican maintained absolute silence towards the bishops with 
regard to the matters for debate. The result of this was to place 
the bishops at a disadvantage with reference to those theologians 
who were admitted to a more intimate knowledge of the con- 
cerns of the Council than fell to their own lot, these latter 
being also officially their inferiors. Much was said both in 
Rome and in Germany against this system of concealment, 
which kept the bishops in ignorance of matters on which 
they had a right to give their opinion, and regarding which 
they would shortly be called to pass judgment ; but the reply 
from the Vatican was, that these being subjects on which the 
Pope voluntarily consulted the bishops, the manner and time of 
the communication must be left entirely to him, and that the 
greatest reserve was necessary for fear of any interference from 
the press in Europe. 

9. Meanwhile, the Civilth Cattolica exercised great influence 
in the Church, and especially in the Vatican ; this paper was a 
periodical compiled by the Jesuits, which ever since the recent 
Italian troubles had fought valiantly for the Papacy, and was 
able, being under a favourable aegis, to discuss sundry persons 
and things without fear of contradiction, notwithstanding the 
restrictions imposed on the press ; consequently, it took an 
active part in preparing and directing the preliminaries of 
the Council. Having reached this point, the CUvilta Cattolica 
determined to pursue its advantage, and commenced a series of 
articles under the heading of '^ Matters pertaining to the 
Council," in which, without fear of opposition, and fortified by 
the official ^' imprimatur," it set forth a full exposition of its 
own views on all the subjects that were to be treated of. 

The Jesuits had, indeed, found some difficulty in making the 
ideas of their organ acceptable to the preparatory Commissions, 
though many of their order were among the members ; but by 
reason of this, and of their authority in those assemblies, they 
felt confident of ultimate success, and began openly to manifest 
their intentions, and to show, without circumlocution, what in 
their opinion, should be the programme of the future Council. 

10. For some time past, a spirit of opposition to this sort of 
dictatorship had arisen in the Church, and a portion of the 

C 
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Liberal Catholics who, between the absolutism of the so-called 
Catholic party on the one hand, and the general carelessness of 
Freethinkers on the other, had hitherto dragged on a painful 
existence, and had been reduced to silence by the events of the 
last ten years, now again showed signs of life. The articles of 
the Civilth Cattolica^ as emanating from Rome, had caused 
serious apprehensions, and tended to increase this feeling of 
mistrust wherever it existed, till at length, on the 6th of 
February, 1869, an article was published, under the heading 
of " French Correspondence,'* giving clearly and exactly the 
whole programme of the Vatican Council, and announcing that 
its principal objects were the declaration of the Syllabus, of 
the Infallibility of the Pope, and of the Assumption of the 
Virgin ; and a further notice caused yet more astonishment, 
which announced that the work being all arranged, and the 
opinion of the Church so evident, the Council would have little 
further to do, and would be of short duration.* At this, the 
Catholic Opposition broke forth openly ; the Bishop of Orleans 
among the first, as is well known, openly refuting those ideas 
as injurious to the episcopate, and the dispute was from that 
moment carried on by the press with an eagerness very unusual 
in such matters. The Civilth, Cattolica endeavoured, in the 
April number, to excuse itself by saying that the letter in 
question was only the production of a French correspondent ; 
but being entirely in accordance with the well-known opinions 
of the paper, this reply was of no avail, and the article re- 
mained as the signal of assault. No one could imagine the 
reason of such an indiscreet and inopportune because prema- 
ture attempt on the part of the Civilth Cattolica; and it was 
said, in extenuation of the mistake, that the party represented 
by that periodical had become uneasy as to the ultimate success 
of the Council, and, fearing that it might not coincide with 
their wishes, had adopted this means of — as it is sometimes ex- 
pressed — forcing the situation. However that may be, it is certain 
that hitherto there had prevailed in Rome full confidence in the 
power of the Vatican to obtain a unanimous consent, or a large 
majority, for all its propositions, so that the intelligence of these 
diflTerences of opinion was most unexpected. 

• See Appendix, Document II. 
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11. The strength of the Opposition increased ; letters, articles, 
pamphlets, and pastorals succeeding one another with great 
rapidity, but the first ecclesiastical document in a moderate 
sense of any importance, as emanating from a reunion of the 
higher orders of the Church, was the pastoral or proclamation 
of German bishops dated from Fulda.* It was signed by the 
bishops of all the principal sees in Germany, and was the only 
protest which had hitherto appeared bearing a local, and not 
merely a personal character. This document, drawn up in a 
broad and liberal spirit, was the expression, not of individual 
opinion, but of the majority of those Catholic populations who, 
by natural disposition, neither think lightly nor act rashly, and, 
fortunately for them, are not afflicted either with the levity of the 
French, or the indifference of the Italian character. 

The number and nature of the signatures bore testimony to 
this opinion, as it was evident that some of them were affixed to 
the document only by reason of the strong force of public 
opinion in their country ; and the pastoral itself was in every 
respect so well and forcibly framed, that by reason of the authority 
of its subscribers it was considered entirely beyond the reach of 
censure, by those even who disliked it most. 

On the other hand, the first document emanating from France 
was of a noisy and personal character. It was a letter written 
by a Carmelite friar. Father Giacinto ; and, for that very reason, 
it attracted the attention of the profane.f It was not accept- 
able to the ecclesiastical world, being the fragment of an 
animated disquisition, in which the subjects, instead of being 
calmly argued, were treated in a hasty manner, and from its 
nature was only adapted for publication in the newspapers. 
Rome, acting with magnanimity and shrewdness, took no 
notice of the work. Dupanloup sharply but courteously disap- 
proved it ; the French Catholic Liberals were silent on the 
matter; and Father Giacinto, by the advice of influential 
friends, went off to America. 

12. Next in order comes the pastoral letter of the Archbishop 
of Paris, and this, though somewhat intricate and diffuse, is 
the ablest among the French documents, and carries the most 
weight ; J its language and style were displeasing at Rome, but 

• See Appendix, Document IH. t Ibid. Document TV. X Il>id- Document V. 
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next to the pastoral from Fulda, it was of great importance, from 
its moderate spirit, from its subject, and from the distinguished 
position of its author. 

Shortly after appeared the publications of the Bishop of 
Orleans — his pastoral,* his pamphlet, and his letter to Veuillot. 

The fiery defender of the temporal power, in his pastoral, 
envelops his repugnance to the doctrine of personal Infallibility 
with many expressions of devotion to the Holy See; in the 
other document he is more explicit, and becomes once more the 
ardent apologist; in fact, he constitutes himself the head or 
official champion of Liberal Catholic opinions in the Latin 
world. What a grand office might that be, if only the 
Western nations had a more lively feeling of religion ! and, 
on the contrary, how characteristic is it of the times, that the 
bishop should find the exercise of his championship so difficult. 

The book by the Bishop of Sens, Monsignor Maret, entitled, 
* The General Council and Religious Peace,' next appeared ; 
and then a publication in Germany, under the assumed name of 
Janus, entitled, 'The Pope and the Council,' besides many 
other works of a Liberal Catholic tendency, in France, Italy, 
and Germany. The two books above mentioned are, however, 
the most complete exponents of the plan of Opposition, and the 
latter really sets forth the programme of Catholic resistance 
in Germany, where alone the Opposition has held its ground 
and maintained a constant and local character. 

The question was more hotly debated every day ; and in 
addition to these clear and decided expressions of public 
opinion, special organs of the Press opposed with great vigour 
that paper which had for so long held possession of the field. 
All sorts of stories were circulated, such a religious excitement 
had not been seen for years, and Rome, which had hitherto 
remained quiescent, now seemed fully aroused. '^ Janus " was 
put in the Index, and the sale or circulation of Maret's work 
was prohibited; the Secretary of the Index declaring that, 
though the Congregation did not consider its tenets reprehen- 
sible, they were not conformable to Roman doctrine. We may 
observe, for it is worthy of notice, that the two works thus 
severely reprobated, were not only written on the subject of the 

♦ Soe Appendix, Document VI. 
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Council, but were in a certain sense addressed to it. The 
Civilta Cattolicay the UniverSy and the Uniia Cattolica sufficed 
to confront the other minor pubHcations of the Opposition. 

13. The result of aU these polemics was to lift in some degree 
the thick veil which ecclesiastical secrecy had so closely drawn 
over the mysterious work of the Committees, and the public 
began openly to discuss the questions of the Syllabus, of the 
Pope's personal Infallibility, and of the Assumption of the Vir- 
gin in soul and body — that being the series of propositions 
announced on the 6th of February by the Civilth Cattolica. To 
these was added a scheme of clerical reformation, with a view of 
modifying the authority of the different orders of the hierarchy, 
and with the intention of promoting the advance of the Church 
from the possession of a limited to that of an absolute sovereignty. 
There may have been exaggeration in this belief ; but whether 
the prevalent rumours were true or false, public attention, 
casting aside all secondary considerations, fastened on the 
questions of " personal Infallibility," and of " the Syllabus.'* 

14. Nevertheless, by reason of the secrecy imposed, and at 
first maintained beyond all expectation, the work of the Com- 
mittees was shrouded in profound darkness from the gaze of the 
outer world. Anecdotes and opinions were circulated, but 
without any certainty of their accuracy. 

The principal support of the Syllabus lay in the fact that 
it was a Papal act, and once brought before the Council by 
public opinion, it could scarcely be afterwards invalidated, 
without the risk of seriously affecting the authority of the Holy 
Father. As to the question of " Infallibility," its only exposition 
had hitherto been carried on in the pages of the Civilta Cattolica ; 
but Monsignor Manning, Archbishop of Westminster, wishing 
to supplement this deficiency, wrote a pamphlet, in which he 
supported the doctrine most vehemently. His opinions on the 
point were already known, and by reason of his rank in the 
Church, carried considerable weight, if not for the ideas them- 
selves, at least for the way in which they were brought forward, 
and the opportune moment chosen for their expression. Indeed, 
by his activity and energy he became the principal champion of 
the supporters of Infallibility, as the Bishop of Orleans was of 
those who opposed it. 
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Manning was not long since a Protestant, and not only joined 
the CathoHc Church, but became Archbishop of Westminster : 
none are so devoted as converts ; and the fact of having been in 
error the first half of his life did not hinder his becoming in 
the latter an ardent advocate of Infallibility. At any rate, as 
his antecedents justified the supposition that he was lacking in 
the traditional ecclesiastical spirit which is seldom acquired 
save by early habit and long usage, a presumption further sup- 
ported by his own immoderate restlessness, it seemed likely 
that his authority would be somewhat diminished in the esti- 
mation of that portion of the clerical world whose principles, 
being conservative, are best able to exercise a CfJm and impartial 
judgment. 



IV.— THE BULES AND CONDITIONS OF THE ASSEMBLY. 

1. Jubilee and preliminaries. — 2. First Papal allocution. — 3. Order of the Council. 
— 4. The same subject. — 5. The same subject— 6. Nomination of tie presi- 
dents and other officials. — 7. Objections to the order. — 8. Objections to the 
nominations. — 9. Position of parties. — 10. Their description. — 11. Considered 
with regard to their nationality. — 12. The French episcopate. — 13. French 
Opposition. — 14. Opportune declaration.^ — 15. German episcopate. — 16. The 
other Catholic bishops. — 17. Italian episcopate. 

1. On the 11th of April appeared the second Papal document 
which concerns the Council — the apostolical letters announcing 
the Jubilee * to be enjoyed by all Catholics during its Session. 
The bishops thronged in greater numbers to Rome ; and as the 
day for the solemn opening of the Council drew near, the 
Cardinal- Vicar issued an edict on November 18th, ordering the 
public prayers which are usual on great occasions ; and lastly, 
the municipality invited the citizens to hail the auspicious 
event with rejoicings and festivities. On the 2nd of December 
the Pope convened a preparatory meeting of all the fathers in 
the Sistine Chapel, as a preliminary to the opening of the 
Council, and on this occasion the third public document was 
published. 

2. When the bishops were assembled, the Pope made an 
allocution, in which he again reverted, though more vaguely, 

* See Appendix, Document VII. 
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and with fewer details, to the aim of the Council, saying it was 
*' to supply a remedy for the many evils which disturbed the 
Church and society." * On this occasion, the fathers received 
copies of the apostolic letter, "Multiplices inter," which is 
dated November 27th, and is the fourth official document 
of the Council, containing all the regulations for its manage- 
ment.f 

3. Foremost among these is that which orders " all the Fathers, 
officials of the Councils, theologians, doctors of the sacred 
Canons, and all others who in any way assist the Fathers and 
the aforesaid officials in the work of the Council, not to divulge 
or manifest to any outside the Council, the decrees or other 
matters to be examined, or the discussions or opinions of any 
that are present." Further on, the same injunction is repeated 
to those who, not possessing the episcopal dignity, are either 
servants of the Council, or, by reason of some office, attend 
at its meetings ; and from such is required the further obligation 
of an oath. 

4. In the same list of rules, the power of proposing questions 
is conceded to the Fathers, but with the following stipula- 
tions : — 

1st. That they be previously communicated in writing to a 
Congregation of cardinals and bishops specially deputed for 
this purpose. 

2nd. That they be of general importance. 

3rd. That they can be shown to be opportune. 

4th. That they be in harmony with the mind and traditions 
of the Church. 

The appropriation of seats then followed, according to which, 
by reason of a singular prerogative peculiar to the Roman 
Curia, the cardinals, not themselves bishops, who being without 
the right, yet enjoy the privilege of a seat and the power of 
voting in the Council, occupy the first places. 

The patriarchs, primates, archbishops, bishops, the abbati 
nullius^ and lastly, the abbati generali and Generals of Orders 
followed in succession ; and thus seven tiers of seats were 
arranged in the Council Hall corresponding to the same ranks 
in the hierarchy. 

* See Appendix, Document VIII. t Ibid. Docuroent IX. 
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5. The Fathers were forbidden by the regulations to leave Rome 
during the sittings of the Council, and were therefore released 
from the obligation of residing in their dioceses for that time. 

6. In the same act the following canlinals were appointed 
presidents of the Council : — Bilio, De Luca, Capalti, Reisach, 
and Bizzarri, and along with them the other officers of the 
Council, beginning with the Secretary, the Bishop of Sant 
Ippolito ; Monsignor Fessler, a German professor of Canon Law 
in Vienna; and with him, the sub-secretary, the clerks, the 
assistants, the notaries, advocates, examiners of voting papers, 
promoters of the Council, masters of the ceremonies, shorthand- 
writers, and the guardians of the Council, who were the two 
Roman princes assisting at the Pontifical Throne, Colonna and 
Orsini. 

All the officials swore to fulfil their obligations and to main- 
tain the secrecy prescribed in the apostolic letter; and thus 
terminated the preparatory meeting which preceded the opening 
of the Council. 

7. The Order produced a most unfavourable impression on 
the greater part of the bishops in Opposition ; they especially 
distrusted the article by which the power of initiating a ques- 
tion was to be subordinated to a Congregation of cardinals, and 
that one which prohibited their absence from Rome during the 
Council. They said that the Order left no way open for legal 
opposition ; and it was reported by tale-bearers in the city, 
that the dominant party would use it for their own advantage, 
and were determined, not only to adhere to their programme, 
but to maintain it to the end, the Pope being with them, and 
that they would take every means of subduing the Opposition. 
Above all, the prohibition against leaving Rome was inter- 
preted as an attempt to shorten the duration of the Council — a 
suggestion for which the Civilta Cattolica had been much 
blamed — and as an endeavour to prevent any actual protest 
against the work of the Vatican. Some, who took exaggerated 
views, went still further ; they added to the vigour both of the 
resistance and of the attack, and predicted that scandals would 
arise in the Church in consequence. 

8. The power of initiative given to the bishops, though 
subject to the control of a Congregation, was an unexpected 
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concession, but its value was greatly diminished and the feeling 
of mistrust, already existing, increased by the fact that the 
persons composing this Commission as well as all the others 
were almost exclusively drawn from the ranks of the majority, 
and were, in consequence, little inclined to favour the proposals 
of the Opposition. 

A little later, the members of the Congregations were de- 
clared. There were twelve cardinals : Patrizi, Di Pictro, 
De Angelis, Corsi, Riario Sforza, De Rauscher, Bonnechose, 
Cullen, Barili, Moreno, Moucico, and Antonelli ; and besides 
these. Manning, Archbishop of Westminster, the Archbishop of 
Tours, Archbishop of Baltimore, Archbishop of Malines, the 
Bishops of Valenza and Paderborn, a bishop from Chili, and 
two Oriental Patriarchs ; the rest of the Commissions being 
composed of Italian bishops — making, in all twenty-six Fathers. 
Of these by far the greater number represented the Roman 
Curia, and the Opposition were scarcely represented at all ; some 
of the bishops clearly inclined to the Catholic party, and others 
were of no particular shade of opinion. 

In fact, it was evident that this Congregation, in virtue of the 
number and rank of its members, constituted an assembly which, 
pretending only to be of secondary consideration, in reality had 
the power of determining, without appeal, most of the matters 
to be brought before the Council, even those of serious import- 
ance, such as the propositions of the bishops, who, from their 
pastoral office and practical knowledge of the needs of their people, 
might often bring forward questions well worthy of consideration. 

The Congregation, which had the power of allowing or pre- 
venting discussion on these proposals, really judged them 
a priori in a more absolute manner than the Council itself. 

All this did not escape the notice of the Opposition ; and the 
appointment of so »many cardinals, and of the most strenuous 
supporters of the prerogative of the Vatican to serve in the Con- 
gregation, caused great alarm among those who were already 
apprehensive. 

9. The fears and hopes of the different parties grew stronger 
day by day, and the strength of the contending factions was 
anxiously reckoned up. The Opposition were fully aware of 
their small number, which, taking also into account the disfavour 
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showed them in the Order of the Council, rendered it very 
difficult for them to carry out their designs. 

Gleincing at the assembly, it appeared that, taking it as a 
whole, the Opposition might be reckoned as one-fourth or one- 
fifth ; but if considered only with regard to those who decidedly 
opposed them, they would be as one to two, leaving out of the 
calculation all the bishops of undetermined opinion, and those 
who though nominally adherents of the majority were still 
susceptible to the influences exercised by the other side. 

10. The Catholic party, properly so called, or the Infallibilist, 
as it tried to designate itself, predominated with different gra- 
dations in the Spanish episcopate ; as also among most of the 
French and Italians, in the small body of English bishops, but 
more strongly among the Irish. The same opinions prevailed 
among all the South American bishops, but scarcely among the 
North American ; among the Orientals with but slight excep- 
tions ; among the bishops in partibns ; and almost all the re- 
presentatives of the small Catholic nationalities, excepting the 
Portuguese, shared the like views. 

The opinions of the rest were of a less decided character, and 
the more determined among them constituted the Opposition. 
One of its members reckoned that if they had been able to 
draw over to their opinions fifty Italian or Spanish prelates they 
might have held their own in the contest ; but it was not easy to 
obtain that number, as the Spanish bishops could not be counted 
on in this respect, and only twenty of the Italian favoured the 
Opposition. All these estimates were, however, immature, for 
as yet it was very difficult to form any with accuracy. 

11. In making these reflections, it is well to remember how 
the bishops were massed together, for it was their habit from 
the time of their arrival in Rome to group themselves in their 
meetings according to their nationality, and thus by their separate 
action they indicated their views and their dispositions. 

12. The French bishops have certainly a leaning towards 
Rome, in consequence of all they have suffered from the effects of 
the revolution ; they are drawn towards it as a person stumbling 
in darkness, and doubting which way to go^ turns eagerly to the 
light that shines from afar to guide him, and owing to this 
inclination the strength of Gallicanism has been weakened. 
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However, this decided proclivity of the French Church is not 
the result of a pure and simple abdication of her autonomy, but 
a change in its direction. The bishops, feeling their powers 
diminishing at home, turned not unnaturally towards Rome for 
two reasons ; first, on account of the preponderating authority 
which their numbers and importance would give them there 
among the rest of the Catholic episcopate; secondly, because 
France, always desirous of increasing her influence, was more 
likely to support them abroad than at home; and that they 
judged rightly is proved by the military occupations in Italy 
efiected by the various French Governments, whereby they have 
anticipated rather than followed the Ultramontane movement 
afterwards developed in the French Church. This also accounts 
for the great docility shown of late by the French prelates 
towards the Holy See in all disputed matters, even in* those of 
which traditionally they had reason to be jealous, and of the 
solicitude they manifested for the Papacy in its recent re- 
verses, instead of endeavouring to curtail its prerogatives still 
further, after the example of their predecessors before the French 
revolution. Only the Archbishop of Paris, being consistently 
moderate in his opinions, stood firm ; and partly from his indi- 
vidual qualities, partly from his dignified position, he became 
the centre and rallying-point of all that yet remained of the old 
Gallican Church. 

13. While, however, the bishops were thus drawn towards 
Rome, they could not forget that they lived in France; con- 
sidering their own interests, as well as their ministerial office, 
they could not afford to lose any of the influence they possessed 
there, and so were restrained from directly opposing the tendency 
of the age and the general spirit pervading their country. The 
exaggerations of the Catholic party have too often the result of 
exposing its ecclesiastical adherents to the danger of witnessing 
the gradual diminution of their flocks. 

Owing to the compact and peculiarly Italian nature of the 
Roman Curia, it is very exclusive, and could not, without 
radical modification, yield to the wishes of the French prelates. 
Accordingly, those bishops who were influenced by the consider- 
ations we have indicated, formed a sort of confederation, a party 
distinct from the others, though more in form than in substance, 
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and they constituted the French Opposition ; of which Dupan- 
loup, by reason of his unlimited devotion to Rome, the bent of 
his mind, and the obligations imposed on him by his literary 
and social proclivities, naturally became the chief. He was better 
adapted for the position than Darboy, who remained in a sort 
of isolation, serene and unmoved even by the prospect of a 
cardinal's hat. 

14. It is unnecessary to remark that in discussing these 
various tendencies we refer only to such differences of thought 
and opinion as the force of circumstances necessarily produces 
among men, and we do not allude to those deliberate individual 
purposes which it would be unwise to canvass, and which 
have little bearing on great and important questions. 

15. The most clear, sincere, disinterested, serious opposition 
was that of the German bishops, among whom the Ultramon- 
tanes bore the same proportion as the Liberals among the 
Spaniards. Their opposition was the most clear, because they 
made no secret of their wishes, which were well known ; the 
most sincere, because they pretended no change of opinions, but 
simply remained as they always had been, moderate ; the most 
disinterested, because by reason of their antecedents and small 
numbers, as well as the state of Germany, they could never hope 
to exercise much influence in the government of the Church ; 
and the most serious, because they embodied and represented the 
real opinions of the majority of their flocks. The German 
bishops derived this character of moderation from the fact of 
their representing a people whose religion had felt the influences 
of cultivation and progress, and also to the Protestantism which, 
prevailing so extensively in Germany, considerably modified 
the working of Catholicism in that country. 

16. The same state of things does not, as a rule, appear in 
England, where many of the bishops, with Manning at their head, 
being more Catholic than the Pope himself, make themselves 
famous for their Ultramontane opinions ; but there is a reason 
for this. The German bishops are surrounded by Protestants, 
but their people are Catholic, and thus Protestantism only works 
as a rival religion ; whereas in England, Protestantism has the 
ascendency, and therefore the bishops would hold an isolated 
and diflicult position were it not lor the liberty they enjoy, 



December.] EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. 29 

which much exceeds that to be found in -France. They are sur- 
rounded by Protestants, and consequently they are more strongly 
attracted towards the Vatican, the universal centre of their faith, 
than towards that branch of their Church which exists in Eng- 
land only by toleration. 

Indeed, it was sometimes remarked that the Irish bishops 
showed themselves less inclined to the doctrine of Infallibility 
than the English. The Belgians in this matter followed the 
French ; Monsignor de Merode trod in the steps of Dupanloup, 
and both having been champions of the temporal power, became 
afterwards adversaries of Infallibility, et tu quoque BrutCy Jilt mi ! 
The constitution and liberal tendencies of Belgium naturally 
influenced its representatives. 

As for the Spaniards, imbued as they are with the traditions 
of Torquemada, it is so much gained for humanity when they 
are satisfied with being simply Ultramontanes. The South 
Americans are merely Spaniards who have crossed the sea ; and 
the Portuguese, for the most part, are Liberals. 

The bishops from the United States have a character of 
greater simplicity and individuality, and are little accustomed 
to ecclesiastical politics, the result of the society in which 
they live, which is entirely different from that of Europe. This 
disposition, and the fact that many of them were educated 
for clerical Ufe in the colleges of Rome, as well as the 
small amount of consideration they enjoy in a country so little 
Catholic as America, rendered them more favourable to the 
ideas predominating in Rome than was expected. Still even 
they never forgot their country ; they concealed the independence 
of citizens of the United States under their ecclesiastical dignity, 
and sooner or later, in greater or less measure, the most reason- 
able and liberal ideas prevailed among them. 

As to the Orientals, living isolated in heathen countries, or 
surrounded by schismatical Greeks in the midst of wretched and 
untaught populations, they naturally looked to Rome as their 
one object of existence ; and provided there was no question of 
their privileges, of which they are extremely jealous, showed 
themselves most subservient to the Vatican. They made a 
grand display with their splendid vestments, and gave the surest 
votes to the Ecumenical Council. 
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The bishops in partibus were still more devoted to Roman inte^ 
rests ; for having no dioceses and no flocks in connection with 
the titles conferred upon them by the Pope, they formed together 
with the Orientals a nucleus directly dependent on the Congre- 
gation " De Propaganda Fide," and were, with few exceptions, 
naturally subservient to the ^^ Curia Romana." 

17. There remain, then (leaving out small fractions), simply 
the Italians, and they being very numerous, were the only body 
able to set themselves against the French. The Italian episcopate, 
which, beyond any other, was concerned in many of the questions 
at stake, could also, when it chose, carry the most weight. 

We have already alluded to the saying attributed to one of 
the bishops of the Opposition, that if they could reckon fifty 
Italian and Spanish prelates on their side, they might have 
hoped to prevail: but no reliance could be based on the 
Spaniards ; and as to the Italians, it was impossible (for such 
an end) to count on the support of more than twenty among 
them. 

If this estimate be incorrect, it is nevertheless true that the 
Italian episcopate might have been the arbiter of the question, 
and that those who inclined to the opinions of Maret and of 
Dupanloup were very few in number. The reason for this is 
to be found in the nature of the traditional education which 
prevails among the Italian clergy, and in the little experience 
they had had up to this time of the questions to which modern 
civilisation had given rise. Various other reasons might also 
be adduced, but the principal one must on no account be for- 
gotten, which is that they were Italian. Nor is it so only because 
the irritation resulting from recent events so worked on their 
minds as to render them more devoted adherents of Rome, for 
that result could only be of a transitory nature; and even 
though it occasioned a feeling of displeasure, could never have 
accounted for the uniform and coherent line of action which 
they subsequently adopted. The real reason of the conduct of 
the clergy is found in the fact that the Papacy itself is Italian, 
not politically, which would be difficult to prove, but essentially. 

What is the authority which has for centuries commanded 
the obedience of kings and of nations, which at the present 
day has subjects in the most remote corners of the earth, and 
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can assemble round its throne the dignified representatives of 
distant churches for the purpose of acknowledging its supremacy ? 
By whom has this authority for many centuries been wielded, 
not occasionally, but according to an invariable tradition ? By 
an assembly of Italian prelates. 

This is the reason why the Opposition of Dupanloup, which 
touches the Pope's authority, found but few followers among the 
Italian bishops ; neither did the Syllabus, that cherished formula 
of the Catholic party, meet on the whole with any warm sup- 
port. It seemed, therefore, that if the Italian episcopate were 
up to a certain point in accordance with the " Catholic party " 
on the matter of Papal authority, it was not prepared to follow 
its determination to set at open defiance the exigencies of 
modern society, and, indeed, contrary dispositions began to 
show themselves in some of the bishops. In the midst of all 
these conflicting opinions, the Pope, the cardinals, and a few 
Roman prelates, remained inflexible, prepared to defend the 
Church from the aggressions of society, and on behalf of the 
Curia to resist the resumption by the Church of her own proper 
authority. 



v.— FIRST SESSION. 



1. Papal allocution at the first Session.— 2. First meeting of the Congregations. 
— 3. Judges of excuses and complaints. — 4. Bull for the election of the Pope. 
— 5. Bull for the limitation of censures. — 6. Election of persons to serve on 
the Commissions for amendments. — 7. The great questions under disrussion in 
the Council.— 8. The first question.— 9. The second question.- 10. The tliird 
question.— 11. The Papacy essentially Italian— 12. The Roman Curia in 
regard to the Church.— 13. Interests of the Papacy and of Italy.— 14. One 
question should not prejudice another.— 15. Predictions. — 16. Importance of 
these events. 

1. In this state of affairs we come to the ceremony described 
at the beginning of this narrative, the opening Session of the 
Vatican Council. In the allocution then held, which was the 
fifth public act of the Council, the enemy against which it 
iw'ould contend was again specified :* " Ilia impiorum conjuratio 

* Sec Appendix, Document X. 
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fortis, opibus potens, inunita institutis, et velamen habens 
malitiae libertatem, acerrimum adversus sanctam Cbristi eccle- 
siam bellum omni scelere imbutum urgere non desinit." An 
Indication vague certainly, but of which the application, under 
a " velamine," was not difficult. 

The style is expansive and full of confidence, as is shown by 
the expression, ^^ Ecclesia est ipso coelo fortior," and the dignity 
of the Papal See is maintained by calling the Council ^' Unio 
sacerdotum Domini cum supremo gregis ejus pastore." Par- 
ticular mention of the City of Rome is also made in the 
allocution, ^^ Quae Dei munere tradita non fuit in direptionem 
gentium.** Nothing else was said which could throw more light 
on the subject 

2. After the first Session, commenced the Congregations, or 
ordinary assemblies, from which the public were excluded, and 
in these was unfolded the whole work of the Council. Eccle- 
siastical secrecy was maintained here as well as in the Commis- 
sions, the barest formalities only being officially known, though 
it was impossible to prevent something transpiring to the public 
of what occurred in an assembly of seven or eight hundred 
persons. 

3. In the first and second Congregations, held on the 10th 
and 14th of December, after mass and the usual ceremonies, 
there followed the voting for the election of the five judges of 
excuses, and as many of complaints, " judices excusationum," 
and '^judices querelarum." According to Conciliar discipline, 
the duty of the first is to receive and examine the procura- 
tions and excuses of the absent bishops, and the applications 
for leave of absence on just grounds, during the Council, 
on which, however, they do not decide themselves, but refer 
the matter to the assembly ; and the second have to judge any 
controversies arising between those who are gathered together. 
All these judges are chosen by the votes of the Fathers in 
Council. 

4. The most important event in the first Congregation was 
the publication and distribution of the Papal constitution in the 
form of a Bull, by which the Pope, alluding to the reasons that 
guided him, and citing the examples of Julius II. and Pius IV., 
ordained that, in the event of his death during the Council, the 
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new Pontiff should be elected as usual by the Cardinals, without 
any intervention on the part of the Council, which should from 
the moment of his death be ipso facto prorogued.* 

From this document it is clear that some apprehension was 
felt lest the ancient rights and privileges enjoyed by the Curia 
at the election of a Pope should be disputed and called in 
question. In his allocution the Pope provides for the Church 
in her relations to society, and in the Bull he provides for the 
privileges of the Curia in its relation with the Church. Thi^ 
Bull had been compiled in November, but was only now 
published. 

5. The second Congregation was occupied by another Bull 
on the limitation of censures, and under this title ecclesiastical 
censures were again published.f Every one knows, or, rather, 
every one does not know, how great in number and how various 
in character these may be. The Pope being well aware of this, 
abrogates them entirely in the constitution, " Apostolioe Sedis," 
with the exception of certain titles which virtually include 
them almost all, so that the whole penal ecclesiastical system 
is maintained intact. 

These censures are preserved in their ancient style, beginning 
with " heretics," their abettors, and those that give them shelter. 
This last would furnish a good moral theme for young students 
in theology, for how would it apply to the Roman hotel 
keepers and to the Pontifical Government, who not only give 
shelter to heretics, but a church in which to celebrate their 
worship outside the Porta del Popolo ? These censures refer Ui 
the cases of those who possess prohibited books — cjf schi:imatics 
— of those who appeal to a future Council — of those who injure 
ecclesiastical dignitaries — of those who obstruct ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction — of laity intermeddling with the judgment of eccle- 
siastical things or persons — of those who falsify apostolic letters : 
then comes a special censure against the unauthorised bestowal 
of absolution in confession ; and, finally, one against all those 
who either invade, destroy, or retain, for themselves or others, 
the cities, territories, places, or rights that appertain to the 
Roman Church, or who disturb, usurp, or retain the supreme 
jorisdlction therein. It is useless to give here the long index 

• See Appendix, Document XI. f IWd. XU. 
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which all may examine for themselves. This act is one of 
apparent moderation, in that it limits or contracts the cases 
liable to punishment, but it must be observed that although 
certain titles are abrogated, those that remain include the whole 
penal ecclesiastical code in full force. It is obvious that the 
Pope in abolishing some censures, while he confirms others, 
exercises supreme authority in matters of discipline, and it 
should be remarked that he thus acts proprio motu in the face of 
the Church assembled in the plenitude of her power, for the 
very purpose of exercising it, and of judging all matters 
touching ecclesiastical discipline, and consequently, many of 
those contemplated in the Bull. 

What if the Council had not deemed all those acts worthy 
of punishment, or at least had not thought well to inflict it 
in some cases? But we must leave such questions to the 
bishops, as we freely confess ourselves unable to arrive at their 
solution. 

6. In the Brief that regulates the proceedings of the Council, 
four Commissions are instituted instead of the six that undertook 
the preparatory work. These four are composed of ninety-six 
bishops in all, twenty-four for each Commission, corresponding 
to the four parts into which the matters to be treated in the 
Council are divided — namely. Faith, Discij)line, Affairs of the 
East, and Religious Orders. In the second Congregation, 
the names of those who should compose these commissions 
were settled, beginning with that on Faith ; the same subject 
was discussed in the Congregations held on the 20th and 28th, 
and with such matters the year 1869 drew to a close. 

7. From all that has hitherto occurred, it is evident that there 
are three grand questions of principle before the Council, on 
the solution of which very important results depend, though 
careless observers might pass them over. The first is the 
ancient conflict always going on in the Church from the earliest 
ages, between those who maintain a direct supernatural agency 
in all matters, and those who, without rejecting it, believe also 
in secondary causes. 

The infallibility of a single man is a more striking miracle, 
and a greater infraction of the laws of nature, than the infalli- 
bility of a large and well-organised assembly under the security 
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of a strong and severe discipline ; it is much more so, because 
the infallibility of a society with regard to itself is by its very 
nature relative, while that of an individual towards society 
cannot be other than absolute. It is reasonable to believe that 
God protects the Church, as we believe that God protects the 
world, and that the Church in her own office should be infallible, 
may be in a certain sense reasonable ; but that God should take 
away from an individual man the liability to error, which is 
characteristic of humanity, would be an absolute and standing 
miracle. In the first case Faith allies herself with reason, in 
the second she subdues it. 

In the various cases in which, under one. form or another, 
the conflict between these two opinions has been waged in 
previous Councils, the decision has always been in favour of 
the absolute miracle. Thus far, we have considered the matter 
as regards Faith, that is to say, the speculative question. 

The second question is the position of the modem world, and 
the greater part of its institutions as confronted with the Syllabus ; 
and as this concerns Discipline, or the practical part of the 
matter, it is the social question. 

The third touches the position of the hierarchy of the Church, 
relatively to the Roman Curia, and this I may call the political 
question. 

8. The first matter, considered as a principle, enters into the 
region of dogma, and as such, its discussion is neither useful 
nor desirable for us ; but in its practical application at a 
certain point it approaches the third question. 

9. As to the second, the social question — ^those who can 
rightly interpret public opinion, will find (notwithstanding the 
prevalent religious indifference) this to be its clear and emphatic 
expression. It is the ardent longing of society (looking beyond 
the narrow limits of party to the wide interests of nations) for 
the cessation of that antagonism between the claims of civil and 
religious authority upon conscience among Catholic popular 
tions, which in its results has gone far towards depriving them 
of any conscience whatever. 

Indeed, all who belong to Christian or merely civilised 
nations, will readily agree in the desire for peace, and in the 
hope that some settlement of these social and political questions 

D 2 
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may be found other than the alternative of absolutism and 
rebellion, which seems at our day to be the lot of most Catholic 
countries. The strength of the Latin nations is exhausted by 
their constant oscillations between the theories of the Univers and 
those of the Rappely between the dogmas of the Uni^ Cattolica 
and those expressions of opinion, or rather unbridled instincts 
for which nothing is sacred ; oscillations which sway backwards 
and forwards between revolutionary barricades on the one hand 
and coups d!itat on the other. 

This was the momentous question now before the Vatican 
Council, most serious because the displacement of the material 
aims of great societies, regarded merely in its philosophical 
aspect, is fraught with serious risk to their moral perceptions, 
and must, therefore, be considered as dangerous by all of whatever 
shade of opinion. Besides this, it is undeniable that matters 
of faith which do not influence practice, and practices which 
do not spring from faith, are especially repugnant to the spirit 
of the age. Everything at this time seemed to strengthen 
the desire that the discipline of the Church, which is by nature 
flexible, should meet the new wants of society by extending itself 
to as large a number of adherents as it could embrace, rather 
than that in narrowing its limits it should cast out into un- 
certainty many of those still in heart adhering to their ancient 
faith. 

10. As to the third question, that which regards the internal 
policy of the Church, it presents itself to Italians under a special 
form, unlike that in which it appears to other Catholic nations. 
The bishops assembled in Rome might be of different opinions 
on the various questions proposed to them ; but there is one 
point on which they would all, Infallibilists or Anti-Infallibilists, 
be inclined to agree, so far as ecclesiastical discipline allowed, 
viz., in the preservation and aggrandisement of their own pre- 
rogative, and consequently in resisting and modifying, if not 
diminishing, the authority of the Roman Curia. Indeed, not- 
withstanding the marvellous power of the ecclesiastical insti- 
tutions of the Church, almost every time that a Council has 
been convened to consider her organisation and interests, this 
strife between the bishops and the Curia has been renewed. 

When, on the other hand, we consider the external dealings 
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of the Church in her contact with civil society, we find 
that the differences' between Rome and the episcopate were 
never very serious, and of late have been less than ever, and 
for this reason ; that on whichever side the balance of power 
inclined, the interests of the ^^ Curia " and the episcopate being 
here identical, no strife would ensue between them, and conse- 
quently no important change could be effected by the Council. 

On the contrary, in the internal question, the tendency of the 
episcopate to enlarge or simply to guard its own rights, and 
that feeling which may be termed the instinct of self-preserva* 
tion that has always existed with varying fate and intensity, 
and from time to time has shown itself in the Church ; this 
feeling, though often subdued and vanquished, has again appeared 
involved in the question of Infallibility. 

There is, however, a barrier to this tendency, and that is 
represented by the Pope and the cardinals, who for many 
centuries have stood firm as personifying the best organised in- 
stitution in the world ; and, wonderful to relate, owing to their 
own strength and power, they were followed in the recent struggle 
by many of the bishops. The only portion of the episcopate 
to which this observation does not altogether apply, and which 
has not the same interests as others in this question, is the 
Italian ; and, as we have already observed, the Italian prelates 
showed little inclination to join the Opposition. 

11. The Papacy is an institution by nature profoundly and 
entirely Italian, and in a certain way the most ardent defenders 
of the Papacy render back with one hand to Italy, regarded as 
an abstraction, what they take away with the other. If Italy 
had not always had the art of ruining her own productions, 
and if her sons of all ranks had not been influenced by the 
spirit of intestine divisions, what profit might she not have 
drawn from such a combination ! Every day this fact becomes 
clearer to the Papacy and to Italy ; and perhaps in the future, 
when of less importance, it will be plainer still. Would that 
both one and the other could comprehend — what, indeed, seems 
easy to understand — that all power which is inevitable should 
be so directed as to effect the greatest good, or, at any rate, the 
least evil ! But we must leave these almost retrospective reflec- 
tions, and turn to those facts which may enlighten us on the 
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special affinity of the internal policy of the Church with the 
Italian nation. 

12. As long as the Papacy existed by its inherent strength, 
derived from the principle of its traditions, the practical ap- 
plication of its authority, and the place which it held in the 
political organisation of Europe, it never permitted its decrees to 
be subjected to discussion ; but since it has resorted to the means 
of help furnished by modern society, that is, to parties, and has 
received from them the aid of men and money, the force of circum- 
stances has given to those very auxiliaries a new and powerful 
influence on the Papacy. They, for the most part, were strangers 
to Italy and to the Curia, properly so called, and up to the meeting 
of the Council they had supported the cause of the Pope unani- 
mously, and had fought valiantly for him in his recent reverses ; 
but having reached the cross roads opened before them by the 
Council, they branched off in two divisions, though Dupanloup 
and De Merode, the leaders of the Opposition, continued as 
ardent champions of the temporal power of the Pope, as 
Manning and Deschamps, who were the principal upholders of 
his spiritual supremacy. These particulars must be borne in 
mind, because it is by no means certain that all parties, even 
the most devoted to Rome, would invariably consider it their 
duty to strive for the greater glory of the Italian prelates ; and 
that, in the course of events, they would never desire to take 
part themselves in the supreme direction of the Church. This 
is a point that has nothing in common with the doctrine of 
Infallibility, indeed, events have proved the contrary ; the in- 
terests, both of the supporters and the antagonists of Infallibility, 
being here very much the same. Still, this question of the rela- 
tions of the foreign episcopate to the Roman Curia is in many 
ways owing to the complex nature of human interests mixed 
up with that of Infallibility, this latter being the ground and 
the pretext on which the tendencies above alluded to, enter into 
the contest with the Roman Curia ; which has always main- 
tained a firm and inexorable policy, and notwithstanding all 
the dangers to which it has been exposed by the course of 
recent events, and the appeal made to all Catholic nations, has 
never admitted the slightest change among its members, or the 
least modification in its institutions. 
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But how long could such a state of things last? Whatever 
solutions the other great questions at issue have already found, 
or are to find, in the Council, will the conditions of the Roman 
Curia remain as they have been till now, when the course of 
this religious movement is accomplished ? 

13. This contingency is not an unimportant one for Italy, or 
for the rest of the Catholic world. If we could imagine a 
fundamental change in the economy of the Church, affecting 
not her temporal power only, but the manner in which she so 
actively interferes directly and indirectly, in all the most im* 
portant social and political questions, in such a case, Italy would 
be as disinterested as other nations. But as that is not probable, 
it follows that the Papacy, remaining as firmly rooted as ever 
in the Church, but ceasing to be Italian, and losing thereby that 
birthright of indigenous tradition which is natural to it and 
guides it, would change its character as an active agency in 
the world, and become a problem for all„ and Italy could not 
remain indifferent to such a vicissitude. 

But to resume — omitting the consideration of what is conve- 
nient for the Church — a question which it is not our object to 
discuss, Italy would neither derive any advantage herself, nor 
benefit the world in general, by surrendering the Papacy, with 
or without modification, into the hands of foreigners. On her 
own account such a course would be prejudicial, because the 
national preferences that foreigners bring with them would 
make an intrenched position in the very heart of Italy, of which 
all countries by turn would try to hold the keys ; and with 
regard to the world at large, the change would be detrimental, 
because if once the Papacy ceased to be Italian, it would lose 
the traditions that animate it, that are identified with it as its 
second nature, and would enter upon a new and untried course, 
of which no one as yet could predict the end. Perhaps, on more 
than one occasion, Italy has already committed the mistake of 
endeavouring (more than was either necessary or advisable) to 
thrust the Papacy into the hands' of foreigners ; and that these 
mistakes have not as yet produced the evil that was to be ex- 
pected, is due to the cohesion and tenacity of the Roman Curia. 

14. However, such secondary considerations must not dis- 
tract us from those of a more important character ; which prove 
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how desirable it is, that on everj subject and under every aspect, 
the decisions and the policy of the Church should be as broad, 
as reasonable, and as conciliatory as possible ; and that her aim 
should be to connect the religion of the great majority of the 
Latin race with the increase of their civilisation and the spread 
of their greatness, rather than to make it a religion fit only 
for bigots. 

We should learn to be very cautious in the means we adopt 
for promoting the good, both of the Church and of Italy ; we 
must avoid the vulgar oratory of declamation, and the enuncia- 
tion of grandiloquent and foregone conclusions ; and also espe- 
cially resist that cynical indifference, which counsels an equally 
cynical resignation to events which it was unable to anticipate. 
In order to reconcile conflicting interests, Italy should strive to 
maintain the initiative of all that is useful in secular concerns, 
to place herself at the head of the religious movement of our 
day ; and to carry out the needful reforms in the discipline of 
the Church ; functions for which her peculiar position renders 
her well fitted, though in truth she seems too little disposed to 
take the task upon herself. 

15. At the opening of the Vatican Council it would have been 
presumptuous to prognosticate its success ; for, putting aside 
unforeseen contingencies, no one could predict the course of 
an assembly of about 1000 persons. It was only known that 
the great majority, speaking in parliamentary language, were 
Conservative ; so that the promoters of absolutism had more 
followers in the Council than those who were in favour of a 
comparatively Liberal policy, and exercised a j)redominant 
authority. The Liberal Catholics had to contend with the 
smallness of their own numbers, and the general constitution 
of the Council, which was so arranged as to prove a great bar 
to the initiative of the Opposition. According to various esti- 
mates, the strength of the Opposition, embracing different grada- 
tions of opinion, was about 150 or 200 ; and, reckoning on the 
influence which might be exercised on the wavering, it seemed 
probable that they might sufiice to neutralise the efforts of the 
partisans of Infallibility, though not to take tjie initiative them- 
selves, or still less to imprint a character of liberal reform on 
the Council. 
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Certainly the state of affairs was unpromising for the Opposi- 
tion, though some hope was derived from the general acknow- 
ledgment of the needs of modern civilisation, and from the 
longing for reconciliation which extended on all sides and to 
all classes. 

Would this longing suffice to prevent the execution of those 
programmes of absolutism now circulating in the higher spheres 
of the Vatican ? Optimists answered this question hopefully : 
but as for the prospect of obtaining any real change in matters 
of discipline long rooted in the Church, all were fully aware 
that neither the desire, nor the conditions necessary for such 
a result existed. 

16. At any rate, if it was then impossible to form a correct 
judgment as to the future, it was at all events very useful to 
follow the course of events so important, and, for Italy espe- 
cially, fraught with such momentous results ; and that is what 
we propose to do in writing the present work. 
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JANUARY. 



L— THE SECOND SESSION. 

1. Aspect of the Church of St. Peter's on a foaat day.— 2. The same. — 3. Second 
Session. — 4. Aspect of the Council Hall. — 5. Defects of the same. — 6. Pro- 
fession of faith. — 7. Description of the ceremony. — 8. Beasons for its taking 
place. 

1. EvEBT one who has been at Rome knows the peculiar 
physiognomy of the Church of St. Peter on a day of festival : a 
mixture of the sacred and the profane ; of the majestic and the 
vulgar ; of the sublime and the grotesque — such as Shakespeare, 
perhaps, first dared to depict with congenial energy — is the cha- 
racteristic of the scene, a mixture which, running through all the 
varieties of style from Michael Angelo to Pinelli, presents a 
complete image of Catholic society, from the splendour of a 
Pope to the squalor of a boor — from the faith of St. Peter to the 
faith of the Magdalene. 

2. The motley crowd moves under those immense arcades 
with the easy freedom of men who feel themselves at home, and 
to whom by long usage the most solemn and mysterious acts of 
worship have become familiar. Cardinals, peasants, princes, 
beggars, favourites of fame, followers of fashion, in garments 
of every shape and colour, sweep past one another with an 
incessant movement that reminds one of the description given 
by Dante (Inf. xviii.) — 

** Come i Eoman per Tesercito molto 
L* anno del Giubileo, sn per lo ponte 
Hanno a passar la gente mode tolto," 

and of a public thoroughfare. From time to time a single group, 
preceded by an ofiScial from the palace, forces its way with 
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difficulty through the surging crowd — probably a king, or one 
of the great of the earth — while every now and then you may 
find a wayworn traveller with flowing hair, prostrate in devotion 
in some corner of the church — a pilgrim who has come from the 
depths of Galicia to kneel at the shrine of the Apostles. 

3. Such was the aspect presented by the Church of St. Peter 
on the 6th of January in this year, when the second Session of 
the Vatican Council was held. There was nothing, however, on 
this occasion to indicate that any special event occupied the 
public mind ; the general concourse was smaller, but, owing to 
the arrival of more bishops, the Council Hall was better filled 
than at the first Session, and presented a striking appearance. 

4. Unfortunately, the grandeur of the effect was somewhat 
marred by the necessity of placing the seats very close together, 
owing to the number of Fathers present ; and as each seat was 
marked with a figure of large dimensions, it will easily be un- 
derstood that the appearance presented by the hall when filled 
(though in one sense imposing) was rather that of a closely 
packed and numbered multitude, than, as it should have been, 
a venerable assembly of distinguished persons. 

5. It had been decided to change the hall for the Congre- 
gations, on account of the serious acoustic defect we have 
already mentioned, for it was related that in one of the first 
meetings, when the bishops were interrogated on some propo- 
sition, that they answered " Nihil intelleximus,** instead of 
" Placet ;" but this plan was soon abandoned, and an attempt 
was made to remedy the defect, by stretching awnings across so 
as to reduce the size of the area about one-third, and to crowd 
the bishops more closely together round the throne. These 
awnings, being only used for the Congregations, were removed 
during the public Sessions, and the same hall served for both 
assemblies, but at the cost of much inconvenience and without 
a satisfactory result, as it was still very difficult if not impos- 
sible to hear, a serious embarrassment in the long discussions 
carried on in an unfamiliar language with every variety of 
pronunciation. 

6. The procedure of the Council of Trent was followed and 
imitated on this occasion, though with a different intention. 
The third Session of that Council was occupied in drawing up 
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the confession of faith which is contained in the Creed of the 
Roman Church, as, owing to the tardy arrival of the bishops, 
no important business could be transacted. 

At the Vatican Council the confession of faith served to 
occupy the second Session ; because on account of the shortness 
of the time, and of the unexpected resistance evoked by the 
first matters proposed, no other work was ready, and no decree 
prepared for promulgation. 

It was a common practice in all Councils, especially the 
more ancient ones, on account of the great divisions within 
the Church which drew people away in all directions, that the 
assembly, in order to give proof of fellowship, should com- 
mence its deliberations by reciting a creed or common pro- 
fession of faith ; in our days, when such divisions are either 
much lessened or no longer exist, showing themselves, when they 
do occur, without, not within the Church, such a profession of 
faith, like many other old traditions, becomes a mere ceremony. 

With this view, the enlarged and precise formula of Pius IV. 
was selected, because it contains the additions made at the end 
of the Council of Trent on account of the Reformation, and 
because it is the one used in all public acts, and obligatory at 
the University for those who wish to obtain their degrees at the 
end of the scholastic course. 

7. On the 6th of January, after the Fathers had taken their 
places in the hall, and the Pope, surrounded by his court, 
was seated on his throne, the solemn mass, used on such occa- 
sions, was celebrated, after which the Secretary of the Council 
placed the book of the Gosf>els upon the altar. The prayers 
followed, and the Pope, crossing himself six times, blessed the 
assembly. The reading of the Gospel and the invocation of 
the Holy Spirit took place, and then the ritual being com- 
pleted, the two " awocati promotori " of the Council approached 
the Pope's throne, praying him to allow the profession of faith 
to be made by the Fathers. 

This being complied with, the Pope first recited the formula 
himself, and after him the Bishop of Fabriano, ascending the 
ambo, read it aloud ; then all the Fathers, one by one, according 
to their rank, approached the throne, and kneeling with the right 
hand on the Gospels repeated in turn, ^^spondeo, voveo et juro 
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juxtaformulam prelacctam." Each one repeated this phrase in 
the language of his own ritual, so that it was heard in six or seven 
different tongues, and the ceremony lasted over two hours. 
When it was completed, the two " promoters " of the Council 
requested the apostolic protonotaries to draw up the record of 
the proceedings, and with a hymn of thanksgiving the second 
Session was closed, having, like the first, consisted merely in 
ceremonies. 

8. The reason for having recourse to this expedient to occupy 
the second Session, which had been fixed beforehand, but for 
which nothing was ready, was certainly the shortness of the 
time ; but also in making the arrangements, no doubt had been 
entertained as to the celerity with which they could be carried 
through. 

The first propositions contained only matters of dogma which 
did not admit of doubt ; so it is no wonder that having reckoned 
six months as long enough to spend on the questions most open 
to dispute, it was supposed that one month would amply suffice 
for the consideration of the others, and that the decrees relat- 
ing thereto might be published in the first Session after the 
public opening. 

Matters, however, went contrary to the expectation : the first 
subjects provoked unlooked-for discussion ; and as the public 
Session was announced for that day, no other way was found of 
occupying the time save in having recourse to the profession of 
faith. But the better to understand this, before proceeding 
further we will call to mind the rules that guided the progress 
of the assembly. 
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n.— THE AEEANGEMENT OF THE WORK.— FIEST 
SCHEME. 

1. ClQSsiBcation of subjects. — 2. Ecclesiastiool policy is omitted from the Com- 
missions.— 3. Distribution of the schemes.~-4. Duty of the Commissions. — 
5. Nomination of the same. — 6. Method observed in the debates. — 7. The 
assembly sanctions the scheme.— 8. Differenco between an Ecclesiastical 
Council and an assembly of laymen. — ^9. On Papal approbation. — 10. On the 
proposals of the bishops. — 11. Composition of the Council. — 12. Addresses 
against its Order. — 13. The Opposition declares itself. — 14. The scheme 
" De Fide.'' — 15. Observations on the same. — 16. Debate on the same. — 17. 
On the Opposition. — 18. Its composition. — 19. The Italians. — 20. Admonitions, 
of the presidents. — 21. Other provisions.— 22. The scheme " De Fide " sent 
back. 

1. The matters to be treated of in the Council were classified 
in five sections — Faith, Discipline, Religious Orders, Eastern 
Affairs, and Ecclesiastical Policy (omitting the section on Cere- 
monial as less important), and were prepared in the Commis- 
sions corresponding to these titles, which were named by the 
Pope at the convocation of the Council. Consequently, up to 
the present time these subjects were nothing but propositions 
set forth by the Pope in order to obtain the opinions of the 
bishops, whereby the primary object of the Council was very 
much restricted ; and instead of being a general discussion on 
the wants and condition of the Church, it was limited to an 
inquiry from the bishops of what the Pope desired to know. 

2. The section for Ecclesiastical Policy, which naturally in- 
cluded the relations between Church and State, was subsequently 
set aside ; owing, probably, to diplomatic considerations and 
their results. There remained then the four first, and among 
these the subjects of the fifth section were divided, the section 
on Discipline receiving the chief accession. 

Accordingly, when the Council selected by vote the five 
Commissions to take the place of those previously nominated 
by the Pope, that on Policy no longer appeared, any more than 
that on Ceremonial. 

The Commissions chosen by the Pope for the preparatory 
work, no longer existed officially at the opening of the Council ; 
having completed their duty of compiling all the subjects to be 
discussed in a series of schemes {schemata)^ each of which com- 
prised one set of subjects. 
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3. These schemes were onlj commanicated sepamtelj by 
the Secretaries to the Council, as the time of their discussion 
arriTeJ ; and thus it was impossible for the bishops to know 
a priori their number and contents. Neither could thej learn 
whether thej would all be preserved, and in their original form ; 
or if, according to the progress of the deliberations, some might 
not be laid aside or modified otherwise than was indicated by 
the Bull— ^Multiplioes inter" — which declared that they should 
be maintained in their integrity. 

Such a method of proceeding left the bishops in complete 
ignorance of what would be the next subject, and prevented 
their forming a just opinion of all on which they had ultimately 
to judge. It also followed that the order in which the different 
subjects were presented to the Fathers greatly influenced their 
reception by the assembly, as sometimes the mere collecting 
and placing together an assemblage of laws may suffice to prove 
their value and desirability. 

This was, in fact, one of the chief complaints of the Opposi- 
tion, of that portion especially, which, belonging to free countries 
like America, was accustomed to subject all matters to the 
fullest investigation. They could not understand such mys- 
terious proceedings, and, generally speaking, the entire Opposition 
viewed this part of the arrangement as derogatory to their 
dignity, and injurious to the success of the Council. 

4. As the Pope at the beginning had named the first Commis- 
sion to prepare his propositions, so now the Council chose an equal 
number to undertake the amendments. Not five, but four only 
were named, corresponding to the classification explained at the 
beginning of this chapter ; indeed, only three were chosen at 
first, that on Eastern Affairs remaining suspended, till finally 
nominated in the Congregation of January 19th. 

The gravity and the delicate nature of this subject, together 
with the international questions it involves, and the difficulties 
experienced by the Oriental bishops — the only competent judges 
in such matters — all, perhaps, contributed to this suspension ; 
and ought to have had great weight in the progressive treat- 
ment of the Eastern question. In fact, the only business of 
these Commissions was to receive at second-hand the schemes 
which, having met with partial or entire disapproval in the 
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Council, they then amended according to the views of the 
assembly ; so that the same schemes which had failed on being 
presented as the Pope's initiative, might return again to the 
Council as the proposals of its own Commissions, and modified 
according to what was believed to be its own opinion. 

5. This part of the arrangements might have been sensible 
enough, but that which diminished its good effect on the Oppo- 
sition was the choice of the individuals elected on these Com- 
missions, which provoked much comment. 

It was said that tickets bearing the names of candidates 
were photographed in large numbers and distributed to the 
bishops, many of whom on their arrival, knowing nothing of 
the persons in question, were likely to accept them at once ; 
and it was added, that these tickets were actually found in 
the urn, when the polling papers were scrutinised, having been 
placed there by some of the Fathers who wished to avoid the 
trouble of copying them. It was also said, in proof of the 
morial violence exercised, that some of the Fathers, feeling that 
it was impossible to contend against this sort of electoral in- 
fluence, placed blank polling papers in the urn from a feeling 
of disdain. However that may be, it is undoubted that the 
names drawn, the first especially, proved to be exactly such as 
the Civilta Cattolica would have chosen. 

Without overlooking the part that the contending forces in 
Council might take iq the matter, it is certain that the opinions 
prevailing among the majority of the Fathers, especially at the 
beginning, contributed greatly to bring about the election of 
those Commissioners. 

6. By the Bull, " Multiplices inter," was established the order 
to be followed in the discussion of matters already arranged 
and settled. The proposed scheme is communicated to all the 
Fathers, who may then study it with the assistance of one or 
more theologians, chosen by themselves, and bound to secrecy. 
Those who intend to speak, either for or against the matter, 
inscribe their names by turns in a register ; and in one or more 
Congregations the speakers are heard on every question, after 
which comes the real debate, the discussion properly so called. 

If the scheme is either universally accepted, or meets with few 
objections, it is put to the vote, agreed on, and promulgated in the 
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next public Session ; but if it meets with serious resistance, it is 
sent back to the Commission to which it belongs, to be modi- 
fied, and then again brought before the assembly. 

A few copies of the speeches and discussions, as reported by 
the shorthand-writers, are printed at the private office of the 
Council for the use of the presidents only, all other persons 
having to depend on their memory for the impressions received 
in the Congregations. 

7. The schemes approved and compiled in the form of decrees 
are then put definitively to the vote in the public Sessions ; this is 
done orally by the scrutineers, who interrogate the Fathers one 
by one, and having received their answers — " Placet" or " Non 
placet " — inscribe the answers and the names in a book, and thus 
ascertain the majority, and the issue of the vote. 

8. According to the ideas of laymen on the constitution of 
an assembly, the matter is here decided, as the opinion of the 
majority being ascertained, the point is settled. But in this 
assembly the vote of the majority, however deliberate, does not 
constitute the decision, unless approved by the Pope, to whom it 
is then submitted, and who may either give or withhold his 
sanction. Only when the vote of the assembly is approved by 
the Pope does it become law, although the decree speaks of the 
number or unanimity of the consenting bishops, which shows 
that the Council is a deliberative, and not simply a consultative 
one. This rule has generally prevailed in great assemblies of 
the Church, and on this occasion full advantage was taken 
of it by Rome ; indeed, the canons of the Vatican Council 
begin with the formula, " Pius Episcopus, servus servorum Dei, 
sacro approbante Concilio, ad perpetuam rei memoriam," a title 
which gave rise to no small complaint on the part of the 
Opposition. 

According to the very extended application thus made of the 
principle, not only does the vote of the majority require the 
Pope's sanction in order to become a binding decree, but the 
" Curialisti " maintain that the vote of the minority, with the 
Papal approbation may be of equal value ; although even they 
allow that prudence would never permit the use of such a power. 

9. Without, however, further entangling ourselves in these 
questions, one thing is certain, namely, that according to canon- 

E 
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ical theory and the practice of Catholic institutions, the appro- 
bation of the Pope alone gives the authority of a canon to the 
decision of a general Council. This distinguishes the nature of 
a Conciliar assembly from that of a civil or political one, as 
whatever weight may be attached to the vote of a Council, it 
is still really of a consultative character, since the power of the 
Pope, instead of being subject to it, actually outweighs it. 

In forming a judgment on these points, this fact must be borne 
in mind, because it follows, that if in ecclesiastical assemblies the 
majority lose the authority they possess in meetings of the laity, 
the minority, on the other hand, obtain it ; for as the reason of 
a decision may, in the Pope's mind, proceed from expediency 
and not from numbers, it follows that some minorities may, for 
special reasons, carry more weight with them than is warranted 
by their numerical composition. These grounds afforded a 
reasonable hope of success to the Opposition in the present 
Council, because, though few in number, they represented popu- 
lations, societies, and interests of far more importance than did 
most of the Infallibilists. 

10. It will now be apparent, from the explanations we have 
given, how many difficulties the Opposition had to contend 
with. All propositions proceeded from Commissions nominated 
by the Pope, and when they did not meet with a favourable re- 
ception, returned to other Commissions composed almost entirely 
of the same elements as the first. By the Bull, the bishops 
possessed the right of initiating questions, but these could not 
come before the assembly until they had received the sanction 
of a special Congregation nominated by the Pope (and con- 
taining twelve cardinals), and finally of the Pontiff himself. 
After all this preparation, they passed into the category of Papal 
propositions ; but as according to the provisions of the schemes 
they were only communicated separately to the bishops, it became 
a very difficult matter for the latter to bring forward any subject 
themselves. Being left in ignorance of the questions to follow, 
how could they make propositions that might not be in accord- 
ance with the course of deliberations ? Who can tell what is 
wanting without knowing what already exists ? How is it pos- 
sible to prejudge a question which may be reserved for future 
deliberation ? According to this plan, the bishops would only 
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know at the end of the proceedings many things on which they 
might wish to deliberate; and then, how could they take up 
again matters already discussed, and connect questions that had 
been considered separately, or would now be most difficult to 
modify by reason of their previous treatment. The Commission 
nominated by the Pope to examine the proposals of the bishops 
met for the first time on Sunday, the 23rd of January ; but the 
Opposition asked, with reason, what proposals would be accepted 
for discussion in the Council in the state of affairs just described ? 

11. The same cardinals who presided over the first Commis- 
sions, which prepared the schemes, presided also over the second, 
whose duty it was to modify them when they proved unaccep- 
table; and three of these cardinals were, at the same time, 
legates or presidents over the five, who directed the whole 
procedure of the Council. If to this it be added that (in the 
present condition of the Church) a great proportion of the 
bishops present at the Council were simply nominees of the 
Pope, and not the representatives of the opinions of their 
dioceses, if we consider the numbers of the bishops in partibus 
who are all subject to the Curia, of the Vicars-Apostolic, who 
are dependants of the Propaganda Fide^ of the Generals of 
Orders, who form a sort of Papal army ; and remember, more- 
over, that the half of these, including men who, from their 
dignity and position, might be expected to be independent (as, 
for example, the French cardinals) were guests of the Pope, it will 
easily be understood how much suspicion was awakened among 
the Opposition, and how everything concerning the Order of the 
Council was received by them with greater mistrust than the 
propositions in themselves seemed to warrant. To all this 
was added another consideration, of no small consequence, 
which contributed to keep up the feeling of irritation and 
suspicion. 

The work of the Council of Trent was settled in its second 
Session in a sort of Order by which the whole procedure 
was fixed ; but this Order, like a simple decree, was submitted 
in the accustomed manner to the " Placet '* of the Fathers, 
discussed and approved by the whole assembly. 

The corresponding act to this in the Vatican Council was a 
Papal Bull, by which the whole Order of the Council was 
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settled h priori without discussion, and by the sole authority 
of the Pope, the assembly having no voice whatever in the 
matter. 

12. In consequence of this, the Opposition began to con- 
centrate their efforts on certain principal points ; and in order 
to guard against the dangers threatened by the superior numbers 
of the majority, they insisted especially on the necessity of una- 
nimity for any declaration of dogma, and upheld the importance 
of this maxim to the end. Some of the wisest bishops were of 
opinion that the modification of the Order should at once be 
insisted on, as without it, all resistance would be impossible, and 
could be put down almost as soon as it appeared. With this view 
two addresses were made to the Pope : the one signed by twenty- 
eight bishops, praying for the reform of the whole Order ; the 
other, asking for its partial modification, being signed by a great 
part of their number. A small number of the French also pre- 
sented a petition in the same sense, but these addresses produced 
no eflFect, and did not even receive an answer. Perhaps, if the 
Opposition had insisted further, and had shown themselves firmly 
united from the beginning, they might have been spared great 
trouble in the end. 

13. The discontent occasioned by the difficulty of hearing 
in the hall, by the names of the Commissioners, and, above all, 
by the regulations of the Council having been disregarded, it 
increased and strengthened the Opposition, by attracting to it 
some of the uncertain and irresolute, and as soon as it could be 
legally manifested, it became very formidable. 

14. The scheme " De Fide " was the first published, and it 
was discussed in the last Congregations in December. It con- 
tained a sort of dogmatic decree against every modern error, and, 
indeed, every ancient error as well. It condemned Materialism, 
Pantheism, and all kinds of philosophical systems under a 
series of heads, which, beginning with the creation of the 
world, and continuing to the present day, set forth and affirmed 
the whole body of Catholic doctrines. The compilation of this 
scheme was attributed to^the Jesuits, and especially to Father 
Franzelin, Professor of Theology in the Roman College. 

15. Now it is clear that in a Catholic assembly no doubt 
could arise on these matters, and therefore such declarations 
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can only concern those who are beyond the pale of the 
Catholic Church and of Christianity, but here a dispute 
arose. A Catholic assembly, said some, is called together 
to legislate for those who recognise it and, in some measure, 
depend upon it, but those who are out of the Church are 
already condemned by their own act ; with regard to these de- 
nunciations the Council might just as well condemn Buddhism 
or Islamism. 

Then, as to philosophical systems and opinions, they added 
— the Catholic Church may, if it pleases, oppose its own philo- 
sophy to that of the Rationalists, or confront Rosmini with the 
German philosophers ; that would be to fight on the same 
ground ; but to condemn is not to discuss. We can condemn 
those who hear us or are subject to us, but we either argue 
with, or are silent, regarding those with whom we have nothing 
in common, and who cannot hear us. Every unauthorized con- 
demnation is useless, and injures, rather than enhances, the 
dignity of him who pronounces it. Such were the principal 
arguments of those who opposed the first scheme. Besides, they 
took exception to other things, and especially to the title that 
headed the scheme, which began with ^^ Pius Episcopus " instead 
of ^^ Sacrosancta Synodus," as was usual in the principal Councils, 
especiaUy that of Trent. Of this title we shall speak hereafter, 
when we come to discuss the scheme ^^ De Fide ;" but as soon as- 
it appeared it gave rise to vehement objections on the part of 
the Opposition, as it implied a solution of the .whole question 
which divided the Council before it had been discussed. 

Moreover, the manner in which the scheme was compiled- 
was obnoxious to the assembly, being mean, invidious, trifling, 
and likely to render its contents anything but acceptable to 
the ears and the intellects of the nineteenth century. Only 
conceive the impression produced by the mournful lucubra- 
tions of the Fathers of the Civilth Cattolicay and of a few theo- 
logians, little versed in the ways of the world, on aU those 
bishops who, being either themselves highly cultivated, or 
understanding, even if not sharing, the great movement of 
modern society, are aware of its importance, and can estimate 
the great value of the questions it involves. The eflFect of all 
this was, that on account of the vehemence of the Opposition, 
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the scheme, instead of being promulgated in the second Session, 
as had been intended, was sent back in its entirety to the 
••Congregation on Faith," to which it belonged, in order to be 
revised. 

16. This discussion occupied six Congregations, that of De- 
cember 28th being the first and the most important, because 
in it the Archbishop of Vienna, and the Archbishops of San 
Louis and of Nisibi, spoke extremely well. The Archbishops 
of Sorrento, Smyrna, and Malta, all unanimously opposed the 
scheme for the reasons before specified, and the Archbishop of 
Halifax also spoke against it with great effect. On the 30th 
the discussion was continued by Strossmayer, Genouhilhac, 
Caixal y Astrade, and a Roumanian Greek bishop. The same 
subject was under deliberation on January 3rd ; but from that 
date the publication of the names of the orators in the Official 
Gazette, which had hitherto taken place, was prohibited, most 
probably on account of the interest they had excited in the 
public mind since the preceding Congregations. On the 4th, 
8th, and 10th of January the scheme was discussed without 
interruption, and then, the debate being closed, it was sent back 
for revision. 

17. This fact rendered it evident that the Opposition, in 
which people had hitherto been slow to believe, had really 
acquired importance, and showed that matters would not 
progress as easily as was pretended by the Civilth Cattolica. 
Indeed, though it was impossible yet to judge of the final 
result, it was clear that the vague and uncertain divergences 
of opinions which had but hitherto prevailed were now concen- 
trated in a real opposition, not as yet very unanimous and 
well organised, but far more serious than was expected. Above 
all, that which gave it weight and constituted its importance 
was the elements of which it was composed, as we shall now 
proceed to point out. 

18. The German bishops, being almost unanimous, were fore- 
most in the Opposition, their leaders being such men as the 
Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal S^hwarzemberg, and Mon- 
signor Hefele, Bishop of Rottenburg, a prelate profoundly versed 
in ecclesiastical learning. The German episcopate standing 
very high both in intellectual culture and in social condition, 
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and being firmlj united, had drawn together into a common 
line of action even those members of their body the least dis- 
posed towards it, such as the Archbishops of Majence and of 
Cologne, the former a most remarkable man, and others. The 
German bishops gave proof, moreorer, of the greatest aptitude 
and vigoor in discussion. The Archbishop of Vienna in one of 
the recent debates showed such viracity, and caused the president 
so much embarrassment, that to him was attributed by the public, 
the substitution of De Angelis for De Luca in the direction 
of the debates ; the change being effected after that stormy 
meeting, though it may have been only in consequence of 
ecclesiastical regulations. 

The eldest of the five presidents usually conducted the pro- 
ceedings ; and on account of the death of Cardinal Reisach, which 
had recently occurred, that office fell to Cardinal de Luca ; but 
he in turn had to cede the place to Cardinal de Angelis, on his 
nomination to the post of president as being the senior. 
Schwarzemberg was highly distinguished on account of his 
birth, his courteous manners, and the decision of his language, 
and almost all the other bishops were for some reason or other 
highly esteemed and remarkable men. 

The Bishops of Hungary and Croatia, led by the Primate of 
Hungary (Strossmayer), the Bishop of Bosnia and Sirmio, and 
the Archbishop of Colocza, formed one group with the Germans ; 
Monsignor Strossmayer being universally considered the most 
splendid orator, the best Latin scholar, and the person of highest 
authority. The Archbishop of Colocza, Monsignor Haynald, was 
much esteemed for his learning, and considered liberal in his 
opinions, and the final decision regarding the unlucky scheme was 
attributed to a speech of his. The rest of the Opposition was made 
up as follows : — About one-third of the French bishops, who fol- 
lowed with various gradations the steps of the Archbishop of 
Paris ; the Bishop of Orleans and Maret, author of the book, 
' On the General Council and Religious Peace ;' almost the whole 
of the American episcopate, about twenty Italian bishops, and 
other small parties. These taken together formed a body which, 
on account of the learning of its members, the illustrious names 
it contained, and the nations it represented, made up in impor- 
tance the weight it lacked in numbers. 



56 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [January. 

19. Monsignor Tizzani, Bishop of Nisibi in partilmSj made 
some stir among the Italians by the speech already mentioned ; 
and although blind and aged, he was able to exercise consider- 
able influence in the assembly by his eloquence, and the strength 
of his arguments. The Bishops of Casale, Biella, and Salerno, 
showed themselves able orators in the succeeding discussions, 
but with slight success ; because, as we have already explained, the 
Italians who joined the Opposition were few and timid, though 
at the same time they made but little stir in the opposite camp. 
It was very difficult to judge correctly of the disposition of the 
Italian bishops ; as a rule, they inclined towards Rome, but they 
were by no means inclined to surrender themselves blindly into 
the hands of the so-called Catholic party, and on many occasions 
a spirit of moderation seemed gradually gaining ground among 
them. 

20. A more rigorous observance of the Order of the Council 
was the consequence of the vote of mistrust which sent back 
the first scheme for revision, and of the clearer perception of 
the situation which prevailed after the public Session of 
January 6th. In one of the first Congregations that followed, 
the presidents warned the Fathers against the length of speeches, 
and the useless repetition of things already discussed by others ; 
and admonished them solemnly on the necessity of secrecy, 
adding to the simple injunction given in the Order the further 
threat that those who transgressed it would be considered rei 
gravis culpcBy that is to say, guilty of mortal sin. The effect 
caused by this last admonition varied according to the different 
shades of opinion prevailing among the Fathers. Those who 
considered the Council a sovereign assembly depending only on 
itself, asked how such an obligation could possibly be made 
binding upon them ; and declared that although this secrecy 
was a just and mutual obligation for convenience sake, it could 
never so fetter the conscience as to render those who infringed 
it guilty. Nevertheless, we must allow that notwithstanding 
these opinions, secrecy as to the Council was, especially at first, 
very well preserved, considering that more than a thousand 
persons were present, and the little that did transpire was 
gathered from the few words indiscreetly dropped by many, 
rather than by the revelations of one. 
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21. The bishops were forbidden to print their speeches, 
even for the use of their colleagues; just as the ^Diario di 
Roma ' was not allowed to publish the names of the orators, as 
had been done for the first Congregations. It really seemed 
that those who guided the Council were trying to justify the 
apprehensions to which the first appearance of the Order had 
given rise, and to foment the prevailing discontent by pushing 
it to its extreme limits at the expense of the Opposition, against 
whom every sort of moral violence was adopted ; all of which, 
as might naturally be expected, ended by bringing about results 
very di£ferent from those intended. 

22. Meantime, the scheme, having been returned to the Com- 
mission on Faith, was studied anew ; and if we are correct in 
believing that this work was entrusted to its original compilers, 
and among them to Father Franzelin, its opponents could hardly 
expect any such modification as was likely to content them. 



in.— FIEST STEP TOWARDS INFALLIBILITY.— OTHEU 

SCHEMES. 

1. Petition for Infallibility. — 2. The predominant qnestlon.— 3. The promoton 
of the addre88.~4. Its contents. — 5. Its arguments.— 6. Manner of its publi- 
cation. — 7. Number of signatures. — 8. Undignified supposition. — 9. Promotom 
of the address. — 10. Addresses against Infallibility. — 11. Singular situation. 
— 12. Division of parties in the assembly. — 13. Efforts to promote Infalli- 
bility. — 14. Revelations of the Unita CSottoZira.— -15. Distribution of new 
schemes. — 16. Their form is displeasing. — 17. The scheme " De Episcopis." 
— 18. Discourse of the Bishop of Cologne. — 19. Speech of the Bishop of 
Orleans. — 20. General features of the schemes. — 21. The bishops ask for 
more information on the subjects of debate. — 22. The scheme ** De Catechismo." 

1. The Infallibilists continued their work outside the doors 
of the Council. A notice was circulated by the Archbithop 
of Westminster, and the Fathers of the Civilta Cattolica^ along 
with a letter addressed to the bishops, soliciting the Council 
to proclaim the personal Infallibility of the Pope in faith and 
morals. 

2. There was abundant excitement on other matters, but 
this was the important point, the dominant question of the 
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Vatican Council ; all else was of minor consequence, and turned 
on this. Every individual in his own way, and according to his 
own ideas and interests, felt that here was the to be or not to be 
of the matter. 

3. The letter was signed by eighteen bishops from different 
countries, but scarcely any of them Italian. The address was 
headed by the signature of the Archbishop of Westminster ; and 
it was said also by that of the Archbishop of Baltimore, one of 
the few American Infallibilists. 

4. The address was with much subtlety addressed to the 
Commission, whose duty it was to receive the proposals of the 
bishops, and was the first episcopal document of importance 
presented with the view of obtaining leave for its discussion ; 
and was all that the Infallibilists had been able to carry out of 
the programme announced by the Civiltd Cattolica^ which said 
that the Council at its first sitting would proclaim Infallibility 
by acclamation. 

5. The address was based on what it declared to be the 
universal opinion of the Church, as previously manifested, and 
insisted on the necessity of the dogma in order to preserve 
her unity, citing other Councils in which it had to a great 
extent been recognised. But the most learned of the Opposition 
affirmed that these examples were neither exact, nor to the 
point, because such an explicit and personal declaration as the 
Infallibilists required, had only up to the present time met with 
the sanction of a Provincial Council (recently held in Holland, 
if I mistake not) which, from its inconsiderable numbers, could 
carry no weight whatever. Who can explain the reason why 
Holland, the classic ground of Protestantism and Positivism, 
has, as far as its microscopic proportions would allow, filled the 
Roman State with Zouaves, and the Council with Infallibilists ? 
Perhaps it is owing to the strength and energy which characterise 
the movements of robust and determined nations. The contents 
of the address were calculated to impress very deeply all who 
considered them calmly, and reflected that they were the expres- 
sions of men in whose hands are deposited the religious interests 
of multitudes, and who act as the guides of whole nations ; the 
tone of indifference, or we might almost say of disdain, with 
which the writers regard the separations and schisms likely to 
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ensue from their address is most striking, being so entirely at 
variance with their mission. 

6. It was remarked that this notice or pamphlet was circu- 
lated without bearing anj sort of licence ; and in Rome, as is weU 
known, nothing can be printed without an ^^ approbation," and 
all sorts of addresses are absolutely forbidden. Of course this 
second restriction could not applj to the Fathers in Council ; but 
with regard to the first, the omission was evidently intentional, 
in order to avoid what would have been unbecoming if the 
Papal authorities had directly sanctioned such a request. 

7. The promoters of this address took much pains to obtain 
signatures, but the precise number of those subscribed was 
never ascertained. One of them had affirmed that they could 
count on 500 bishops, but this was perhaps rather the expres- 
sion of an arithmetical venture than of certain and individual 
knowledge. 

On subtracting from the whole number of bishops sitting in 
the Council those 200 who formed the Opposition, there re- 
mained certainly about 500, and the person in question ap- 
parently assumed that all these would consent to sign the 
address ; or perhaps he founded his hypothesis on the numbers 
who had done homage to the Pope, particularly on the festival of 
the centenary of St. Peter, though between that act of respect, and 
the declaration of Infallibility, a very wide distance intervened. 
Later on, when the address had been circulated, the signatures 
were with greater accuracy calculated at 400, with the prospect 
of additions, and the best-informed individuals and those above 
suspicion were satisfied as to the correctness of this total. Any 
one judging only from the external aspect of opinions in 
the Council would have considered this number exaggerated, 
and some tried to reduce it to 200, or even 100 ; but on the 
whole the most probable calculation was the second one, already 
stated, as made by the promoters of the address, though there 
never was entire certainty on the matter. 

8. Some tried to point out to the compilers that the address 
was not only questionable in itself, but actually inopportune, as 
tending to preclude a discussion that should have taken place 
when the question of the Prerogatives of the Roman See were 
under deliberation, and that therefore it should not have been 
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mooted beforehand ; but they met with the answer that the assent 
of the presiding Cardinals had been obtained to the step. The 
only result of so indiscreet a proceeding was to expose the Curia 
Romana to the imputation of having sought, without any sense 
what was becoming, to bring about its own apotheosis. 

9. The more moderate among the clergy were much dis- 
satisfied with these proceedings, which, as they truly observed, 
did more harm than good to the cause they were intended to 
defend. For the Jesuits, the question of Infallibility was a 
complex one, involving much that concerned their own exist- 
ence ; and many reasons, too numerous to analyse, induced them 
by a sort of fatality to declare retrospectively Infallible both 
Clement XIV., who annulled their order, and Pius IX., who 
did much the same, and left them to seek a new formula for 
interpreting the judgment of any Pope who should take a like 
step hereafter. 

The persistence of the Archbishop of Westminster was per- 
haps the logical result of his own antecedents. Having been a 
priest and a Protestant at the outset of his career, he knew his 
own religion from within and not from without, and the Catholic 
religion from without but not from within. He was well 
acquainted with the many divisions and sub-divisions of Protes- 
tantism, and admired the majestic unity of Catholicism. He 
did not appreciate the good effects of aUowing a moderate 
degree of liberty, and the constant exercise of the conscience 
and reasoning powers ; neither did he understand the dangers 
arising from the excessive authority exercised by United Catho- 
licism. In fact, he was enamoured of the principle of autho- 
rity as the slave adores the idea of liberty ; and this want of 
discrimination and of real Catholic perception in his dealings 
with the Council was a matter of reproach to him even by the 
most faithful and devout clergy at Rome. As for all the other 
Infallibilist bishops, we can only again remark that the ardour 
they manifested in following out their end was a phenomenon 
beyond the comprehension of the very Council itself. 

10. The reason adduced by the Infallibilists for the publica- 
tion of this address was that the Opposition having first done 
the like, it was impossible for them to be behindhand ; but the 
comparison was inexact. The addresses of the Opposition 
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which preceded the publication of this one, only concerned the 
Order of the Council, and in no way prejudged matters that 
were to be brought forward for discussion, but after the address 
of the Infallibilists was published, appeared the addresses of the 
bishops of the Opposition in a contrary sense. They were signed 
by about forty-five out of fifty-seven of the German and Aus- 
trian bishops, while others declared that they reserved them- 
selves to oppose the Infallibilist address whenever the occasion 
should present itself. 

The Primate of Hungary was at first among these latter ; but 
he afterwards signed an address, and between twenty and thirty of 
the French did the like. Some of the French, especially the 
cardinals, joined that portion of the Germans who held back 
from making a protest. 

A third address which was prepared by the Italians had 
twenty or twenty-five signatures. Taking all into considera- 
tion, the number of representatives of different nations who 
signed addresses against Infallibility amounted to more than 
160. The Infallibilists had directed their document to the 
Council, thus giving it the form of an episcopal proposal, and 
so the Opposition were obliged to address theirs directly to the 
Pope. As all proposals after being accepted by the Congre- 
gation, like the other acts concerning the Council, had to 
receive the approbation of the Pope, it was absolutely neces- 
sary that their addresses should be directed personally to him, 
because where his sanction was withheld, no discussion was 
possible. 

11. Can anything be imagined more singular than the posi- 
tion of a man who receives in his house a vast concourse of 
people assembled with the intention of proclaiming his apo- 
theosis, and at the same time listens to their earnest prayers 
beseeching him to forego that honour ? 

12. After the appearance of these addresses, it was possible 
to divide the assembly with tolerable accuracy, assuming that 
the figures of the Infallibilists were correct, and the result was 
as follows. The Infallibilists numbered about 400, the Opposi- 
tion reached 160 or 200, and there remained about 100 of the 
timid and irresolute, who preferred to watch the combat rather 
than take part in it themselves. If the figures of the Infalli- 
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bilists were incorrect, the numbers taken from them would 
swell the sum of those who had not jet made up their minds, 
and of these a large proportion were Italians. 

13. The Infallibilists, on their part, left no means untried in 
propagating their doctrines outside the walls of the Council. 
The Feast of the Epiphanj was celebrated early in January, 
and at that time, owing to some old custom, it was usual to 
exhibit in the church of St. Andrea della Valle a representation 
of the Grotto of Bethlehem, with the Holy Family, and the 
adoration of the Magi, in memory of the extension of Chris- 
tianity to all nations, which that event prefigured ; this represen- 
tation lasted for a week, and during that time long discourses 
were made in the church in different languages. The Infalli- 
bilists availed themselves of this ceremony to make during those 
eight days a series of addresses, all bearing directly or indi- 
rectly on their favourite subject, the style being a concentra- 
tion of that of the Civtlth Cattoltcaj and sometimes even eclips- 
ing it. Monsignor di Ginevra, Bishop of Ebrun in partihus^ in 
a speech, asserted so strong a likeness between the Grotto of 
Bethlehem, the Shrine, and the Vatican — and so close an 
analogy between the Infant adored in the one and the old man 
venerated in the other — that the audience, though well dis- 
posed to judge him favourably, considered his language quite 
extravagant. Such flights of imagination seemed exaggerated 
even to the most vehement Infallibilists present; and one of 
the clever descendants of the old ^^ Pasquins," remarked, in 
allusion to the recent death of several cardinals, that fifteen 
hats were visibly hovering in the air, and that possibly some 
Father of the Council, being much excited in his mind, might 
mistake them for tongues of fire, and speak accordingly, as if 
inspired. 

Father Gallerani, a Jesuit, was especially violent, making his 
sermon a vehicle for politics quite after the style and fashion of 
the Unitd Cattolica. The Bishop of Thule, one of the most 
ardent Infallibilists, about whom many stories were already 
circulated, and who was noted for the rudeness with which he 
had received Maret at his arrival in Rome from France, made 
a long speech to prove the importance of proclaiming Infalli- 
bility, in order that the world, worn out with vacillation and 



Jakuabt.] eight months AT ROME, 63 

uncertainty, might find at length a place in which truth re- 
sided, and a person by whom truth could be proclaimed when- 
ever it was sought, and thereupon promised universal peace 
and rest for the conscience. That such a consummation would 
be very convenient is undeniable, but this kind of argument 
is akin to those which in political matters, and treating of 
the sort of peace following on one of the numerous experiments 
made with that view upon mankind, was expressed in the well- 
known words, Uordre regne a Varsavie. The orator then pro- 
ceeded to point out that the present was a suitable time 
for the proclamation of Infallibility ; and being very bold 
in this part of his argument, was loudly applauded by part of 
the audience, which was on that day almost exclusively French, 
the reason for such an outburst of joy being probably none 
other than the old habit which causes the public to show 
transports of delight when some sort of yoke is to be put about 
its neck. 

14. In the meantime, the Unith Cattolica commenced a new 
campaign. Wishing to profit by the enthusiasm of the last 
few years, it promised to its readers, and began to publish, 
the whole repertory of the protestations and addresses put 
forth by the various bishops under the pressure of recent 
political events, using for this purpose extracts from letters, 
chance phrases, and matters of a private nature, comparing 
them so as to compromise their authors, and thus to bring 
the pressure of public opinion to bear on the timid and un- 
certain. 

15. In this condition of affairs, the second scheme was 
published ; the first had occupied six Congregations before it 
was sent back, and the second seemed destined to meet with a 
like fate. Three or four schemes instead of one, were distributed 
at the same time to the Fathers as subjects of the next discus- 
sion, all concerning matters of discipline. The titles were three, 
because the fourth pamphlet was merely an appendix to the 
others, "De Episcopis — De Moribus Clericorum — De Cate- 
chismo." Each of these was divided into several chapters ; the 
first, for example, containing the following headings : — " Dc 
Synodis — De Vicariis Generalibus — De Sede Episcopali Vacante 
— De Officio Episcoporum — De Residentia — De Visitatione — 



64 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [January. 

De ObHgatione Visitandi sacra Limina— De ConciHis Provin- 
ciaHbus — De Sjnodis Dioecesanis — De Vicario General!, &c." 

16. The Congregation of January 12th began to consider 
these new matters, which occupied it during several sittings ; 
for this scheme also, though its subjects were such as per- 
tained to the ordinary ecclesiastical law, met with much 
resistance. That which generally irritated the Opposition in 
these projects of decrees — beyond the manner in which the 
subject was treated — was the shape or form in which they were 
brought forward, as this always implied that they must be 
accepted in their entirety as presented, and not otherwise, and 
this irritation, combined with that caused by the impossibiHty 
of in any way shaking off the yoke of the Order of the Council, 
was shown on every opportunity. 

17. The scheme " De Episcopis " touched several questions 
of vital concern for the episcopate, and tended to circumscribe 
their rights with reference to vacant benefices, the appoint- 
ment of vicars, and other matters of great importance. Paoli 
Sarpi had said of the bishops who attended the Council of Trent, 
that they entered the Council bishops, to come out simple 
priests; so now the bishops attending the Vatican Council, 
or a part of them at least, were much alarmed at the idea 
of finding themselves further despoiled of their dignity, and 
therefore strenuously opposed every measure tending to diminish 
their authority within their own dioceses. Six persons spoke 
in the Congregation of January 15th, and as many on the 
19th. On the latter occasion, the Archbishop of Paris made a 
most eloquent discourse, in which he insisted on the necessity 
of restoring to the bishops the consideration and dignity due 
to their office, and thus vindicated the position of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Church ; but his views by no means re- 
sembled those of the proposed scheme. His language was very 
severe: addressing himself to the partisans of Infallibility, he 
reproached them with walking in darkness, while he and those 
who shared his opinions followed the light; alluding to the 
mighty power of the age which makes itself felt by all who co- 
operate in its movement, either by active labour or mental work. 
Monsignor Darboy had only to stretch out his hand to secure a 
csirdinaFs hat, but he preferred the simple satisfaction of doing 
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his duty. The torrent, whose impetuous course he so accurately 
described, has swept him away into its eddying depths, an elect 
and noble victim. This speech was, perhaps, his last cry to 
warn the Church of the danger that threatened her, and then his 
voice was drowned for ever in one of those terrible convulsions 
by which society is from time to time degraded, and he disap- 
peared unregretted and unwept, like a stranger from a world that 
was unworthy of him. 

18. The deepest impression was made that day by a stirring 
speech of the Archbishop of Cologne, who, of all the Germans, 
was considered one of the most Roman in opinion. The views 
of Darboy had long been patent to all ; but as the Archbishop of 
Cologne was not supposed to favour the Opposition, his speech 
struck very deeply as an indication of the general state of 
opinion. 

19. In the meeting of the 21st, after several Fathers had 
spoken, the Bishop of Orleans arose ; the greatest attention 
prevailed, and many prelates left their seats in order to surround 
him. It was impossible, however, to obtain an accurate report of 
his words, owing to the difficulty of hearing in the Council 
Hall, which was very trying to orators not possessed of strong 
voices. 

20. It appears that the bishops of the Opposition found great 
fault with the authors of the schemes for the narrowness of 
their ideas, and it was reported that one of them compared the 
City of Rome to an enchanted island, the inhabitants of which, 
having been asleep for three centuries, were quite astonished on 
awakening to find that the habits and customs of the world had 
considerably altered. This story, if not true, is at all events 
well calculated to describe the effect produced by these schemes 
(the first especially) on the most enlightened and intelligent part 
of the Opposition. On another occasion, an eminent English 
statesman, when speaking of the political constitution and tradi- 
tions of Rome, observed that their consideration produced the 
same sort of effect on the mind as is felt on raising the marble 
slab that covers an ancient monument 

21. Meantime, the bishops never ceased demanding fuller 
communications on the subjects to be discussed during the 
Council. Some amount of concession was determined on, in 

F 
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order to calm these disturbances ; and it was finally announced 
that the Pope, seeing that present arrangements were not likely 
to lead to any conclusion, was disposed to order the compilation 
of a general index to be distributed to the bishops for their 
information. It was also said that Cardinal de Angelis, the 
senior president, was about to circulate some project of adjust- 
ment on the question of Infallibility, which might be acceptable 
to both parties, and might, at any rate, avail to divide those 
dissentients who were united by the pressure exercised by the 
majority ; but the accuracy of all these reports, though ema- 
nating from trustworthy sources, could of course only be proved 
by time. 

Meanwhile, the fifth scheme was promulgated (being the sixth 
since the beginning of the Council), although two of the four 
last were not yet completed ; but as no remedy, though so 
urgently needed, had been found for the very involved state of 
affairs, it seemed probable that all the subsequent schemes would 
follow the first, to the office of the Commissions for amendment. 

22. Even the scheme ^^ De Catechismo," which from its nature 
was closely allied with the daily life of the Catholic populations, 
appeared likely to share the fate of the others. We must re- 
member that the Catholic catechism has different formulas — 
though the substance of all is the same — sanctioned by long and 
constant use in the various churches ; now the question arose of 
modifying that catechism, and every one is aware how difficult 
it is to interpolate changes in matters of tradition, which are 
identified with feelings and habits contracted at an early age. 

The tendency towards concentration and equalisation in all 
laws and institutions, which prevails at the present day, is often 
repugnant to and vehemently resisted by human nature, which 
rather seeks unity in an allowable variety ; a certain measure of 
liberty affording the only hope of obtaining an agreement 
between different races and nations on any one subject. 
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IV.— THE SCHEME "DE ECCLESIA." 

1. Distribution of the scheme ^De Ecolesia.**— 2. On In&llibility.— 3. Arguments 
to be bronght forward. — i, Continnation of the Congregations without much 
result— 5. The number of bishops diminishes. — 6. Opinions on the duration 
of the CounciL 

1. The sixth scheme, which was distributed at the sitting of 
the 21st January, came into the hands of the Fathers scarcely 
dry from the press, a fact which suggested the surmise that it 
was a fresh edition made under the impression caused by the 
bad success of the first, and consequently revised and reprinted. 
As it was better written, this opinion was in some measure cor- 
roborated, but with regard to its spirit^ the essential point, that, 
as we shall see, gave little reason to believe that any such con- 
siderations had influenced its compilation. 

Under the heading " De Ecclesia," it really contained all the 
most serious questions before the Council ; it was a purely dog- 
matic scheme, treating especially of the Pope's authority, " De 
Primatu Pontificis,*' &c., and was said to contain a chapter 
entitled, ^^ De Potestate Temporale ;" it was, in fact, the battle- 
ground on which the character and fate of the Council were 
to be decided, and on that decision depended the solution of all 
those questions which the volition of men and the force of cir- 
cumstances had brought before its tribunal. 

2. In this scheme the question of Infallibility, the pivot on 
which all else turned, was again brought under discussion. A 
question of the gravest import from its own nature, it assumed 
still larger proportions from the fact that it involved most of 
the decrees of the Church, especially the more recent ones, as, 
for instance, the Syllabus ; and great part of the political and 
religions system developed in these latter years. If the question 
of IniSBdlibility were settled in the affirmative, not only wcmkl 
the conclosions of the past receive a solemn confirmati^m, Imt 
any future modification through the united action of the epis- 
copate would be rendered very difficult; ami yet this Uiuer 
course was sorely the most le^timate ami constitatirmal ex- 
prewion of Catholic opinion* Indeed, after c:arefal observe, 
tion^ it Appesaed that tfa^s qaetium^ so (ar as it treated iff absr>lat« 
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dogma, was already won by the minority, because even the 
partisans of InfaHibility were well aware of the difGculty and 
danger that exists in forcibly proclaiming a dogma in the face 
of an intelligent minority amounting to a fourth of the whole 
assembly. Meantime, the address of which we have spoken had 
already so far prospered, that if the Council (or the Commission 
for receiving proposals) had accepted the petition in favour of 
Infallibility, said to carry 400 signatures, the promoters of that 
doctrine might well have been satisfied with such a favourable 
result, in default of the unanimity they desired. 

A rumour also prevailed, that in order to make a sort of com- 
promise, the Pope had accepted the address as an act of homage, 
and not wishing the question to be formally proposed, had en- 
joined silence on the matter. But as no bishop was likely to 
bring forward a counter-proposition in favour of fallibility, the 
result of all these proceedings in days to come would certainly 
be this : that to posterity, ignorant of the details of the matter, 
it would appear that the great majority of the Vatican 
Council was in favour of the personal Infallibility of the Pope. 
Future generations would imagine that the Pope, from con- 
siderations easily understood, had declined the expression of that 
wish, but that the fact remained recorded by the Curia Romana, 
as what is called proxime Jidei ; and if, at the time of which we 
write, the Opposition did not believe in the full and decisive 
success of the dogma of personal Infallibility, they had no defence 
against its being declared proxime Jidei. 

3. The most singular part of the whole proceeding is that, on 
probing the opinion of Catholics, even of those who in the recent 
troubles had manifested the greatest zeal for the Papal cause, 
they showed a great amount of indecision, if not of repugnance, 
towards a dogmatic declaration of personal Infallibility ; and 
the like sentiments prevailed even among the clergy up to a 
certain rank in the hierarchy. But on entering the Council Hall, 
it was found that between the defenders of the dogma, those 
who adhered to it, and those who simply submitted to it, there 
was a large majority in favour of Infallibility. This phenomenon 
can only be explained by taking into consideration the present 
constitution of the episcopate, for the conditions that regulate 
the nomination and election of bishops naturally induce them 
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to ttim more leadilj to the source from which their authority it 
derived, than to the people among whom they exertnse it ; and 
thus they reflect the ideas that prevail in the Curia, rather than 
the public opinion of their flocks. Beyond all doub^ there 
existed in the very centre of Catholicism a certain spirit of oppo* 
sition, prepared, not only to hold its own against the aggret- 
sions of the so-called Catholic party, but also to exact the 
reforms so urgently needed by the age ; and this opposition was 
not only constantly engaged in the conflict, but was actuallyi 
though slowly, gaining ground. 

It was impossible, on account of the weighty reasons wo have 
already mentioned, to form any conjecture as to the length to 
which this opposition might be carried ; because it had opposml 
to it all the strength and vigour inherent in an ancient and 
well-disciplined institution, which had been gradually moulded 
by the lapse of centuries, and which possessed not only a com- 
plete system of education and legislation, the habit of authority 
with the greatest power and means of enforcing it, but what is 
of still greater consequence, a familiarity with ecclesiastical 
policy, and the prerogative of dispensing all the honours and 
dignities of the hierarchy. 

4. Congregations were held on the 24th and 25th of January, 

which, including the public Sessions, made fifteen meetings in 

all since the Council was opened two months previously ; anil 

as no conclosion had yet been arrived at, it was evident that 

the hope of its short duration would be disappiinteil. Moreoriff, 

as events had tamed out so differently from what hail imtm 

expected, the interests of the Catholic party and of the C>pp#isf' 

tion became in some cases identical ; fr^r if ttie latter lies frml 

that matters shookl go slowly, in order Uf avoid being inttrt'jmm 
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considerations, and to reconcile the CathoHc party to the longer 
duration of the Council. On the 19th the election by vote of 
the Commission for Affairs of the East took place, and it became 
apparent, by the polling-papers collected, that the number of 
bishops present had diminished by seventy. Of these the greater 
part had left Rome; four were dead ; and it was reported that 
others had absented themselves owing to some concealed dis- 
content, thus rendering very bad service to their own cause. 
Moreover, some of the French prelates had been obliged to 
return to their dioceses on account of political disturbances. 
From these facts it became evident, that as the summer drew 
on, the number of absentees would increase, and some persons 
consequently advised the prorogation of the Council ; but if this 
course were once adopted all would be uncertainty in the future ; 
for during the prorogation changes might take place. The 
bishops, who on returning to their respective dioceses, escaped 
from the authoritative atmosphere of Rome, would be able to 
consult the feeling of their flocks ; public opinion, once aroused, 
must necessarily exert some influence over them, and nothing 
would in that case have remained of all that had been proposed, 
save the fact that the Council had been opened. The Catholic 
party were assured of the permanency of the French occupation 
— no small thing, seeing that politics were, after all, at the 
bottom of the affair — and Catholicism secured this advantage, 
that it could emancipate itself from a rapid and summary fulfil- 
ment of the programme of the Civilih Cattolica^ and gain time, 
which in cases of difficulty is the best remedy and the best 
counsellor. 

6. As these opinions gained ground, they coincided with an 
increasing desire for the prolongation of the Council. The 
Opposition desired it openly, the Curia acquiesced ; only the 
most resolute Infallibilists were against it, although neither did 
their tactics point to its being of short duration. 

They maintained a passive demeanour in the Council before 
the Opposition ; few, if any of them spoke ; and they did not 
conceal their hope that, when the spirit of opposition had ex- 
hausted itself on these first matters of common interest, the 
furia francese would calm down, and they would triumph more 
quickly and easily than was at first supposed. But they forgot 
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tbat they had also to deal with the unimpassioned German 
nature, and with the tenacity of the Italians, who possess tra- 
ditionally a more intimate acquaintance with the battle-field 
than any other nation. At the same time the Italians, in order 
to profit by their advantages, should have clearly recognised 
the influence they might exercise with regard to the Papacy 
and the other questions agitating Catholicism and their own 
great responsibility, of which they must render an account to 
history. 
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FEBRUARY. 



L— THE FIRST RESULTS OP THE SCHEME "DE 
ECCLESIA." 

1. Summary of the proceedings of Ihe three previous months. — 2. On the canons 
contained in the scheme •' De Ecclesia,'* — 3. Summary of their contents. — 
4. Fate of the addresses of the Opposition. — 5. Letters of the Bishop of Orlmns. 
— 6. Tactics of the Opposition. — 7. Explanation of the tarduiess in the delibe- 
rations of the Council. — 8. Attempt to obviate this defect.— 9. Italian addresses. 
— 10. Project for shortening the speeches.— 11. Project of reconciliation. — 
12. Failure of the same.— 13. Other plans for bringing about an agreement. 
— 14. New diplomatic intervention. — 15. The amended schemes. — 16. Aflairs 
of the East — 17. Debate on the scheme '* De Gatechismo." 

1. The Ecumenical Council had now been sitting three months 
without arriving at any result. One of the Fathers, on being 
asked how soon it would finish, answered by inquiring when it 
would begin ; and in this story we have a true picture of the 
state of affairs which prevailed last month, which still existed, 
and which to all appearance would continue in future. The 
scheme " De Episcopis " had, like that " De Fide," been sent to 
the Commission on amendments, and had been closely followed 
by those " De Moribus Clericorum " and " De Catechismo." 

Up to this time the subjects under consideration were such as 
did not touch any serious question, at least directly, or any on 
which the opinions of the Council were substantially divided. 
But decided resistance was expected when the scheme ^'De 
Ecclesia " came under discussion ; it had been distributed in 
the Congregation of January 21st, and was full of the most 
difficult questions, such as vehemently stir up the members of 
the Church, and are of more or less importance to society, ac- 
cording as Catholic feeling is exercised thereon. 

2. Through some indiscretion, for which we should be grate- 
ful, the canons of the scheme " De Ecclesia" were published in 
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the Augsburg Gazette^ and also in a more detailed form, to- 
gether with the doctrinal part of the scheme, in the SuddeutscJie 
Presse. In the part of the scheme entitled " De Romano Pon- 
tifice," were the rules briefly yet fully expressed, by which not 
only the most unlimited power was attributed to the Papacy, 
but in which the temporal power was also indirectly sanctioned, 
and in the doctrinal part were all those designations such as 
doctorem etjudicem supremum^ which, having been for long used 
reg^arding the Pope in ofGcial documents, have prepared the way 
for the declaration of his supreme Infallibility. 

3. But as the explicit declaration of the personal Infallibility 
of the Pope was not, and could not be, inserted in a scheme 
which emanated directly from himself, the Infallibilist bishops 
had last month prepared an address to the Council, in which 
that declaration was formally demanded. This address followed 
very closely on the distribution of the scheme " De Ecclesia," so 
as to complete it, and was addressed to the Commission on 
** Postulata," as an amendment to be added to the propositions 
of the scheme itself, in order that the Council, as that document 
expresses it, ^' apertis omnemque dubitandi locum excludentibus 
verbis sancire velit supremam, ideoque ab errore immunem esse 
Romani Pontificis auctoritatem, quum in rebus fidei et morum, 
ea statuit ac praecipit, quae ab omnibus Christi fidelibus cre- 
denda et tenenda, quaeque rejicienda et damnanda sunt." 

Thus were brought to light in a scheme to be afterwards con- 
verted into a decree, the doctrine or doctrines which have 
agitated the Catholic world of late years, viz. the exaltation of 
Papal authority, the principles of the Syllabus, and, though 
much more indirectly and in a less absolute form than these, the 
Temporal power, the first being at the same time cause and effect 
of the other two, the very doctrines in fact which settle and de- 
fine the practical action of the Vatican Council on civil society. 

4. It was not difficult to predict how the assembly would 
receive the other propositions, as the respective opinions of the 
Fathers on these points were known (though nothing was cer- 
tain) ; but, with regard to Infallibility, the number and strength 
of those who opposed it a visa aperto were patent to all, by means 
of the various addresses which they had signed. The Opposition, 
not wishing to make a positive proposal, but only to put forth a 
negative opinion in reply to the decided " pottulatum " of their 



74 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [February. 

adversaries, and desirous to make their views known before the 
debate commenced, were obliged to address themselves directly to 
the Pope, his approbation being necessary for every matter to be 
brought forward in the Council, though it had previously been 
accepted by the Commission. They had done this immediately 
on hearing a report of the address of the Infallibilists, giving as a 
reason for inducing the Pope to grant their request and withhold 
his approbation from the " postulatum," the great diversity of 
opinions on the matter, and praying him to use his authority 
to impose a dignified silence on so dangerous a subject. 

The Pope sent all the addresses in this sense to the identical 
Commission on " Postulata," which had already received the ad- 
dress in favour of Infallibility. However difficult it be to com- 
prehend the organisation of the Council, it is plain that this 
action of the Pope was equivalent to a distinct refusal, for those 
documents were addressed to him, and not to the Commission, 
and it was obviously impossible for the latter to entertain a 
negative demand — a demand which asked them not to make 
their own petition. It was, of course, open to the Commission 
to accept or reject a proposal once made ; but if in accepting a 
proposal they received also the observations in opposition to it, 
the general discussion would have been insensibly diverted from 
the subject in itself to the question of its expediency, and its 
consideration transferred from the general assembly, to the Com- 
mission on ^' Postulata," which would have overturned the order 
of Conciliar treatment, and have displaced and prejudged the 
question. This refusal, though conveyed with all legal formality, 
was displeasing to the bishops who had subscribed the address, 
as they considered that being 137 in number, and representing 
about one-third of the Catholic populations, besides including in 
their body the most illustrious men in the Church, and the 
pastors of the principal Congregations both in Europe and 
America, they had a right to expect that the respectful expres- 
sion of their wishes should meet with a better reception. 

5. However, owing to that great ally of the Curia Romana, the 
fear of scandal, a feeling that generally governs all its dependants 
— the most remote as well as the nearest (sometimes really from 
motives of Christian charity) — the discontent of the Opposition 
was kept under control outside the Council Hall, and only mani- 
fested itself from time to time by small explosions, as in the case 
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of the letters of the Bishop of Orleans, which were published in 
the newspapers, and fnlly expressed his discontent, and which, 
notwithstanding their vivacitj, were never repudiated by their 
author. 

In his answer to the Archbishop of Malines, in which he 
treats of the reimprimatur refused bj the censorship, so that 
he was obliged to publish the letters himself, the Bishop of 
Orleans points to that very fact as a proof of the treatment 
to which bishops were subjected in Rome ; and in writing to 
his Chapter, seems to lament the persecutions falling on him 
after having given such numerous and undoubted proofs of his 
devotion to the Church and the Apostolic See. 

6. Within the Council however, this discontent showed 
itself openly by a systematic and continued opposition, which 
was no longer a simple diversity of opinion, but had taken such 
a definite form as alone answered to the position in which the 
minority were placed. Being only a small body under pressure 
of rules by which everything was definitively submitted to the 
action of the legates and the Pope, there remained for them no 
resource but so far as possible to temporise. To this end they 
occupied the time with lengthy orations, in which they un- 
doubtedly had the advantage of their adversaries, from the 
learning and eloquence of most of their body, many of them 
being well acquainted with public life, and some, as, for ex- 
ample, the Hungarians, acquainted with parliamentary pro- 
cedure, from experience gained in their national Diets. 

Even their adversaries admired the mira venustas of these 
speeches. They awaited the beneficial results of time, the 
awakening of public opinion ; they looked to the future and 
the unknown. Would such tactics render applicable to them 
the words said of Fabius, that ^^ cunctando restituant rem ?" 

7. These considerations gave a significance to three months 
of unproductive labour and vain expectation, although nothing 
remarkable occurred during that time. Every one knows 
the length of the Council of Basle and its vicissitudes. The 
Council of Trent lasted eighteen years ; and it is evident that 
months and years were necessary for the full consideration of the 
important matters brought before the Vatican Council in such 
different circumstances, and after the lapse of three centuries. 
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But that was exactly what many wished to avoid. Thej pre- 
tended that a work so important as the reform, or even simple 
revision of the Catholic legislation, with the view of bringing 
it into harmony with the new wants and conditions of modern 
society, could be accomplished in the same short space of time 
as would suffice for voting a budget ; and they desired that the 
Council should be merely a grand ceremony for the solemn 
fulfilment of a pre-arranged programme, and not an event of real 
importance. Therefore the fact that the proceedings assumed 
the character of an actual discussion was in itself a notable 
circumstance, to which it was impossible not to attach importance 
when the cause of it was known. 

8. Of course this strategy was very displeasing to the ma- 
jority, who complained of the waste of time, and the length of 
the speeches, which occasionally occupied entire "Congrega- 
tions," as many Fathers spoke on the same subjects, and the 
same arguments were frequently repeated. Indeed, but for the 
reasons above given, such laments were worthy of consideration, 
because, if the time squandered in useless words is to be re- 
gretted in all assemblies, in this it was more especially so ; on 
account of the loss occasioned to those who composed it, by a 
protracted absence from their Sees and their duties at home. 
Moreover, on this point one disadvantage attending this Council 
as compared with others, and influencing its duration, was, that 
no distinction of parties being recognised, there could be no 
collective expression of opinion, and the orators only spoke 
their individual mind ; so that any number might speak on the 
same subject and in the same sense. 

Yet one becomes tolerant of such an abuse, and even grateful 
for it, on considering how few were the means allowed to 
the Opposition for defending themselves, and preventing the 
influence of the dark traditions of the Middle Ages from gaining 
the upper hand in Catholicism. Such, however, was not the 
opinion of the majority, and of the legates, who began to seek 
some means of providing against this, as yet unforeseen, danger. 

9. In the English Parliament, in order to obviate this con- 
sumption of time, speeches are not read, but delivered viva voce ; 
a rule which limits the number of orators, and also controls their 
length. It was proposed, in imitation of this practice, that in the 
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Vatican Council written speeches should be prohibited, and that 
the orators should depend only on memory ; having, at the same 
time the permission of placing their manuscript, if they wished, 
on the president's desk, for the fuller information of the legates. 

It was said that this project was brought forward by some of 
the Italian bishops, with the hope of obtaining certain reforms 
in the Order of the Council, in a restrictive sense ; and that it 
would thus form an answer by the Infallibilist party to the first 
addresses of the French and German bishops of the Opposition, 
who, on their part, had sought for a liberal and extended reform 
of the same Order. A short while before this, certain Italian 
bishops, belonging for the most part to the southern provinces, 
had prepared a petition in favour of Infallibility, interspersed 
with quotations drawn from the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas 
and St Alphonso di Liguori ; and these proceedings would by 
no means have conduced to imprint the stamp of liberality on 
the opinions of the Italian episcopate ; the project, however, went, 
no further, but dropped out of notice. 

10. Although the attempt to modify the Order of the Council, 
with regard to the method of discussion, did not take exactly the 
intended shape, yet another proposal to the same effect was 
soon made, which caused great apprehension among the bishops 
of the Opposition, who saw themselves threatened in their last 
means of defence; and those of them who held the highest 
position prepared to take more definite and determined mea- 
sures to avert the peril. They endeavoured to procure a protest 
by the laity from such a quarter as would best insure its 
being heard, and thereby to defeat the plan which, if success- 
ful, would deprive the Opposition of the greater part of its 
means of action, and leave it merely the empty consolation of 
offering the fruit of its reflections in writing to the Cardinal 
legates, for their particular information. These precautions did, 
in fact, stop the matter from being carried further, though the 
idea was not entirely laid aside. 

The Auffsburff Gazette published a telegram from Rome, 
in which a similar project was set forth, with this difference, « 
however, that the manuscripts were to be consigned to the re- 
spective Commissions, according to the subjects of which they 
treated. This was a less radical innovation than consigning 
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them to the presidents ; hat at the same time, it hindered them 
from heing publicly known, and made it impossible to maintain 
a strict control over the most important matters — those con- 
tained in the written speeches — which are of course fuller and 
more detailed than such as are made from memory only. This 
last project, like the other, included a proposition for resolving 
questions by silence where unanimity was impracticable. 

L^Unith Cattolicaj a journal usually well-informed in these 
matters, did not entirely contradict the truth of this last hy- 
pothesis, and though it was not carried into effect, no doubt was 
entertained that every way was tried which might serve to limit 
the discussions. The Sunday Congregations, on which devolved 
the duty of examining the petitions of the previous month, also 
took up the subject, and a special meeting was held for its con- 
sideration. A last project, which met with greater favour, as 
being more conciliatory, prohibited the reading of speeches, but 
allowed them to be given in writing to the Commissions (as in 
the case of the second project we have mentioned), with this 
difference, however, that they were to be condensed, printed, 
and distributed to the Fathers. Afterwards, the oral discus- 
sion and the voting were to take place. It was said that a clause 
was added to this project, which provided that the observations 
and objections of the Fathers could not be simply negatived, 
but must have appended to them the affirmative opinion of 
their opponent on the matter in question ; and though this con- 
dition was not ultimately brought forward, the party predomin- 
ating in the Council continued to seek for some solution of the 
difficulty. 

11. Meanwhile it was necessary to remove the existing mis- 
trust, to divide the Opposition, which, though quite in the 
minority, greatly embarrassed the proceedings of the Council ; 
and to endeavour to bring over some part of its members 
to the opinions of the majority. With this view, a new kind 
of " postulatum " was circulated, to serve like the first^mentioned 
(or instead of it) as an appendix to the matters contained in the 
scheme, '^ De Romano Pontifice " ; its aim being to obtain the 
signatures of the less resolute dissentients to a formula in favour 
of Infallibility, but more moderate in tone than that which had 
provoked so much resistance. 
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This new project contained three principal points : First, the 
condemnation (but without an anathema) of those who appeal from 
the sentence of the Pope to a future Council ; secondly, the con- 
demnation of the opinion of those who say that only apparent, 
and not real obedience, is due to the judgments of the Pope ; 
thirdly, the condemnation of those who affirm that there may be 
such a real discordance between the episcopate and the Pope as 
to render it necessary to judge which of them is the greater ; as 
such a discordance could not occur, and therefore should not 
be considered at all by the Church. This project was followed 
by a long commentary on its utility ; and it was declared to be 
more convenient than a pure and simple declaration of Infalli- 
bility, which would always afford ground for innumerable dis- 
cussions among theologians as to the conditions required for 
proving a case ex cathedra^ that being, according to its own pro* 
moters, the only way in which the matter must be considered 
as " of faith." It was observable, also, how by this plan such a 
solution of difficulties would be arrived at, as would obviate the 
trouble of solving many historical questions very embarrassing 
for those who desired to reconcile them with personal Infalli- 
bility ; and ultimately it was strongly urged as the best means 
of obtaining such a measure of unanimity as was requisite for 
attaining g^ve decisions with any safety. It was, indeed, a 
real attempt at conciliation, the only one, perhaps, then possible. 
It was so worded as to be in favour of blending (up to a 
certain point) the Infallibility of the Pope with the Infalli- 
bility of the Church, and was a return to the ancient Roman 
theological opinions, which are far more moderate and less 
definite than the new, for the latter, being produced by 
the mingled enthusiasm and terror of the Catholic party, are 
as absolute and exclusive as the sentiments from which they 
have sprung. 

12. As is usually the case, the idea of a third party did not 
please either one side or the other ; the Opposition only saw in 
it an attempt to divide them ; and the Infallibilists, feeling that if 
it were successful they would be considered beaten, regarded it 
with no sort of satisfaction. The project was certainly welcomed 
by those who in all assemblies seek for peace and agreement ; 
but these quiet spirits are never possessed of much authority, 
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nor can they settle great questions ; and though the plan obtained 
the support of a few active members of the Opposition, it failed 
in regard to the end for which it was designed, and the diffi- 
culties remained the same as ever. 

13. Whilst the eager desire to overcome the obstacles that 
hindered the consummation of their plans, continued to occupy 
the minds of those most deeply engaged in the impenetrable 
recesses of ecclesiastical politics, the assembly, which had already 
been sitting a considerable time, began to divide itself into 
different parties ; intrigues were formed, and all sorts of reports 
and projects were spread abroad, the origin and the truth of which 
it was most difficult to ascertain. Among others, a proposal 
attracted considerable attention, said to have been originated by 
one of the most illustrious, if not the most influential persons in 
the Council ; this was a method of accommodation founded on 
the acceptance by both parties of the formula of the Council of 
Florence, with some slight modification. As the reputed author 
was one of the heads of the Opposition, this plan would have 
been on his part equivalent to an abdication, and therefore the 
report, whether true or only circulated from party spirit, acquired 
particular value. The most violent Infallibilists declared that 
they must remain firm, without admitting any idea of accommo- 
dation ; that as a last resource the utmost pressure of authority 
would be used, and the dogma defined on the strength of a 
simple numerical majority, leaving the minority out of the 
question ; as in their opinion it would melt away on meeting 
with such firm and vigorous resistance, and find itself finally 
constrained to submit to the ^* riverenza della somme Chiavi." * 

14. The ever-increasing rumours indicating that some check, 
at any rate, must be placed on the liberty of discussion, aug- 
mented the fears of the Opposition to such a pitch, that they (the 
French especially) turned for succour to diplomacy, which 
seemed at length inclined to emerge from that state of supine 
neutrality hitherto observed in all matters concerning the Coun- 
cil. The Catholic Governments instructed their ambassadors to 
strengthen the anti-Infallibilist bishops with their authority, 
and to assist them with some arguments which might prove 

♦ *• The reverence for the keys Buperliitive." 

LoKGFELLOW*B Daiite, Inf. xix. 101. 
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8ii£Scientljr convincing to calm the enthusiasm of their adver- 
saries. 

15. The third point on which the Opposition were agitated, 
besides the Order of the Council, and the proposal of Infallibility, 
was the desire of finding out what became of the schemes once 
sent back ; as by this only could they measure the real value of 
their own resistance. It was already known that in the Com- 
missions for emendation the schemes were revised either by the 
persons who had originally drawn them up, or by others of like 
opinions; but even supposing that they were amended in this 
way, what came of it ? According to the Order, they could be 
put to the vote " si nihil obstiterit." The universal opinion 
was, that they ought not to be again subjected to partial dis- 
cussion, but put to the vote as entire schemes ; for once amended 
according to the opinions of the Council, there remaine<l 
nothing but to submit them to the definitive vote. In this case 
would the judgment of the majority suffice to change those 
schemes into decrees ? If that was so, the Opposition would be 
utterly defeated. Then again, was this judgment sufficient in 
matters of discipline of great importance, and of dogma ? Was 
it entirely free from danger, and if this course was not adopted, 
what other criterion would be thought sufficient ? Such were 
the speculations, the result of which the Opposition awaited with 
little satisfaction, considering the temper of the party predomi- 
nant in the Vatican. The next Session was to make known 
openly what they had to expect. 

16. Meantime, as usually happens when men's minds are 
excited, every little incident that would otherwise have passed 
unnoticed, becomes of immense importance, it is at such mo- 
ments that " Poca favilla gran fiamma seconda."* 

One of the fixed ideas that the Church and the Propaganda, in 
that zeal for unity which is now so much felt, have been inde- 
fatigably working out in these latter years, is the uniting of the 
different Oriental rites ; not their liturgies, which would be an 
impossible work, but their laws and privileges, particularly those 
regarding episcopal elections, of which the Orientals are exceed- 
ingly jealous, and other special matters of jurisdiction and dis- 
cipline. Rome had long been able to count for support on two 

* '*A little spark is followed by great flame." — Longfellow's Dante, Farad. L 34. 

O 
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of the Oriental Patriarchs who were her sworn lieges, the Latin 
and the Armenian. The first, Monsignor Valerga, before his 
promotion to the episcopal dignity, was simply a Roman ecclesi- 
astic ; the second, Monsignor Hassoun, was as devoted to Rome 
as a Roman ecclesiastic could be. But the Propaganda had 
never been able to induce the old Chaldean Patriarch to further 
its' designs, as he remained a firm supporter of the privileges of 
the Oriental churches, and was followed by a considerable and 
influential portion of the Eastern clergy, both regular and secular. 

The Pope could not suffer such resistance ; and in the presence 
of Valerga, who was the interpreter and only witness of his in- 
terview with the Chaldean, he one day invited the old Patriarch 
either to submit or to resign his office. Being reduced to this 
extremity by his imperious brother, the Patriarch chose rather 
to resign than bend to the Pope's authority, and this episode, 
which was reckoned as the herald of a new schism long 
threatening in the East, created a great sensation. 

The rumour of certain retrospective processes to be carried on 
at the same time by means of the Propaganda before the Holy 
Office against some bishops under its own immediate jurisdic- 
tion, who had manifested a want of docility in seconding its 
projects, also excited much notice, and provoked very undesirable 
analogous recollections of the detested name of the Holy Inqui- 
sition. Events of this nature are of common occurrence in eccle- 
siastical administrations, and might be repeated a thousand times 
without acquiring great weight or attracting much notice ; but in 
such a moment as the present, and under prevailing circum- 
stances, they acquired exceptional importance. 

17. Altogether, the state of affairs was most complicated, and 
betokened no sort of approach to a conclusion. The Infalli- 
bilists on their part held that a defeat would be followed by 
very disastrous consequences for the Pope's authority ; and, on 
the other hand, the Opposition were so entangled by public 
opinion and the wishes of their flocks that they could not 
recede from their position. While events were in this stage, 
the scheme " De Catechismo " came under deliberation in the 
Congregations, and the large numbers who inscribed their 
names as orators on the subject awoke some displeasure. 

The matter in question was no less than an attempt to abolish 
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the catechisms in various forms in the words of which different 
nations had been ever accustomed to Hsp their reHgious belief, 
and to substitute for all, one common catechism, probably the 
Roman. It happened that some bishop, in the heat of discussion, 
ventured to take exception to the pattern thus set forth as a type 
to be universally adopted; but for an individual at Rome to 
object to the Roman Catechism was a liberty which the Holy 
City J par excellence^ though accustomed to every vicissitude of 
fortune, could scarcely have expected. 



n.— THE SCHEME "DE ECCLESIA." 

1. The twentj-ono Ganons of the scheme. — 2, Summary of the same. — 3. Their 
probable effect on the world.— 4. Means of escape.— 5. Temporal power before 
Infallibility. — 6. Remainder of the scheme. — 1, Its application. — 8. Conclusion. 

1. The moment for the discussion of the scheme "De Ecclesia " 
was approaching. Very serious reflections arose from a study of 
its propositions, as reported by the Augsburg Gazette and the 
Siiddeutsche Presse^ especially those parts which refer to the 
primacy, the temporal dominion, and the other points which, 
more or less, directly touch on the Pope's authority.* 

The scope of the twenty-one Canons given by the Augsburg 
Gazette is partly to reaffirm ancient beliefs and traditions, and 
partly to sanction certain opinions in their most absolute form, 
and in the sense of what would be called on the other side of the 
Alps the purest " Ultramontanism." If there is anything new 
in them, it is the precise, and I might almost say geometrical 
form of the system to which these points are all reduced, and 
the way in which not only many of the most cultivated and 
flourishing nations of the world are condemned as dissentients 
from the Church, but even a great part of the customs and insti- 
tutions of those countries actually in connection with her are 
included in the same condemnation. 

As to the first point, it was observed by many irreproachable 
Catholics that all these differences having been already condemned 

♦ See Appendix, Document XIII. 

G 2 



84 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [February. 

in their own day, it was useless, even for reasons of eccle- 
siastical policj, to offend and irritate great and powerful nations 
by reiterating a judgment which there was no hope of their 
accepting, and that the only result of such a course would be to 
gpive them a most unfavourable idea of a religion thus intolerant 
and aggressive. Then, as to the second point, many asked of 
what avail could be the endeavour to cast Governments and 
nations out of the Church, and to narrow and restrict her limits, 
instead of endeavouring to enlarge them — a duty indicated by 
her very name and mission ? 

Such were the considerations to which the publication of this 
document gave rise, and indeed a perusal of its contents makes 
one wonder with what object it was compiled and to whom the 
greater part of it was addressed. So far as dissentients from its 
doctrines are concerned, they (as we already remarked) have 
been long since condemned, and their position with regard to the 
Church has been clearly settled. Freethinkers will only class 
these Canons with those that preceded them, and see an additional 
reason for disregarding them all, so that there remain only the 
Catholics, rightly and properly so called. They seldom err on 
the side of tolerance, and all these judgments enter, more or less 
directly, into the habits and feelings of their religious education, 
which, if it needs anything, certainly requires to be deepened 
and enlarged rather than narrowed and restricted. 

2. The first Canon, as published by the Augsburg Gazette^ 
affirms the identity and autonomy of the Catholic Church ; the 
second its immutability; the third its exterior and sensible 
action; and the fourth reverts to its autonomy excluding all 
dissentient bodies. The fifth lays down that the Catholic Church 
is the one only way of eternal salvation. The sixth declares, by 
Divine authority, that no other confession of faith can be tolerated. 
The seventh affirms the infallibility of the Church, and the 
eighth its perfection. The ninth extends its Infallibility, even to 
unrevealed truths, and in so doing claims for the Church un- 
limited and supreme power over all human society. In the 
tenth the Church is withdrawn from the control of the State. 
The eleventh establishes the supremacy of the episcopate. The 
twelfth authorises temporal punishments for disobedience to the 
law of the Church. Finally, as a corollary of all this, the 
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thirteenth Canon pronounces an anathema against aU who say 
that salvation can be found out of the one holy Catholic Apo- 
stolic Church of Rome. We leave it to the authors of the 
scheme to consider what, in our days, such a declaration can 
avail to the millions of Catholics who, along with all the rest 
of the human race, are thereby again condemned. With the 
fourteenth Canon commence those declarations on the primacy 
of the Pope within the Church, which, by progressive steps, 
reach their culminating point in the sixteenth, where it is said 
that he has ^' plenam et supremam potestatem jurisdictionis in 
universam Ecclesiam," and also " ordinariam et immediatam in 
omnes ac singulas Ecclesias." 

Theologians may determine what power can remain to diocesan 
bishops in their own churches after such a declaration as this ; 
but it baflBes the comprehension of secular persons. 

The relations between Church and State are thus adjusted 
upon a system of gentle gradations, which the seventeenth Canon 
explains. The eighteenth vindicates the Divine right in all 
power that governs civil society. The nineteenth condemns 
those who uphold the supremacy of the civil right By the 
twentieth all secular power is declared to be in subjection to the 
laws of the Church, and in the twenty-first these latter are with- 
drawn entirely from the cognisance of the State. 

3. Now, on summing up these Canons, what do they amount 
to? Sole religion the Catholic — sole head the Pope — "qui 
habet plenam et supremam potestatem ; " his laws superior to 
those of the State on which he exercises his judgment "de 
licito et de illicito,*' and disposes of permissions and punish- 
ments. Dante has imagined an Emperor and a Pope, who 
between them should direct the world ; but if the idea of these 
Canons were fully carried out with regard to civil society, there 
would remain the Pope only. 

It is not the aim of the present work to discuss the theological 
view of such decrees, so we limit our considerations to the social 
and civil aspect of the question. What feelings and expec- 
tations would be awakened in other religious and constituted 
powers, by the enunciation of an authority so complete and 
absolute as that set forth' in these articles ? This question was 
asked on all sides by those bishops especially who, living in 
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civiHsed countries, and among liberal and cultivated nations of 
different religious professions, are obliged to form an opinion on 
these points. It was said that an American prelate, having 
this in mind, expressed his feelings in the apposite quotation 
from Tacitus : ^^ non obtrectari a se urbanas excubias, sibi tamen 
apud horridas gentes e contuberniis hostem aspici." 

4. It would appear that it was intended in some degree to 
mitigate the condemnations of the doctrinal part of the scheme ; 
for instance, a distinction is made with regard to errors of faith 
between invincible ignorance and that which is wilful. But how 
are we to define invincible ignorance ? for immediately, and it 
would seem as a commentary on this distinction, there follows 
the condemnation of liberty of conscience. This term has many 
meanings, and the only one which is true, and should be agree- 
able to all, pleases no one, and for that reason is accepted neither 
by its eulogists nor by its enemies. Its condemnation, thus 
simply expressed, answers the question we have proposed, by 
excluding the testimony of conscience from being the justifica- 
tion of invincible ignorance, which it limits to the material 
incapacity for acquiring knowledge, though that is a state of 
things rarely met with in our day, and restricted to cases which 
have no relation to our society. 

Such a condemnation carries with it an antithesis, making the 
Church of Rome the point of divergence between the just and the 
unjust — between light and darkness — up to an absolute dualism 
between good and evil ; between Christ and Belial, or between 
Rome and all that is not of Rome. 

The same may be said of the civil power, to which is con- 
ceded the sanction of Divine right, in return for its submission 
to ecclesiastical power ; but after describing the intimate union 
between Church and State as the source of great advantage to 
the latter, the scheme proceeds to assert that that union is a 
Divine law, and is not left free to the choice of man. If it is the 
duty of mankind, taken individually, to submit to the true 
religion, it is no less their duty, when taken collectively ; and 
thus carrying out the syllogism to its last result, the scheme, 
asserts that if individual believers are to be in subordination to 
the Church, the State, which is a union of believers, should be 
the same. 
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In another place it adds as a corollary that, for the same reason, 
the State has both the right and the duty (irrespective of the 
obligation of maintaining public order) of inflicting penalties on 
persons who offend against religion. 

The doctrinal portion of the scheme concludes by observing 
(as we have already pointed out) that to the Church belongs the 
supreme judgment over all questions of morals in civil society 
and of what is lawful in public affairs ; and that as she is the guide 
and teacher of men in the way of salvation, those Sovereigns 
who have not the Church for a mother, have not God for their 
Father. 

5. Sometimes the scheme rises above this narrow and jealous 
style, and delineates with vivid colours the benefits to be de- 
rived from the influence of religion upon the State; and a 
passage of this sort taken independently, and considered apart 
from the claims of unlimited power that otherwise predominate 
in the scheme, has an excellent effect. The one we refer to, is 
in these terms, 'Uhat religion teaches submission to lawful 
authority, not from fear, but for conscience sake ; and while it 
inculcates obedience to kings, it also enjoins on them the care 
of their people, because power was given them not to satisfy the 
desire of dominion, but in order to exercise justice, for God 
has created both small and great, and has equal care of both." 
When, on the contrary, the scheme speaks of the temporal power, 
which it says " singulari divina? Providentiae consilio dato " to 
the Roman Church, it returns to the old style, which may be 
perhaps well adapted to the political question. It reverts to 
liturgical phrases on the benefits of that temporal power, and 
on the impiety of all " quovis insidiarum et violentiarum genere 
labefactare ac convellcre adnitantur," and in consequence con- 
demns those who affirm " repugnare juri divinout cum spiritual i 
potestate in Romanos Pontifices civilis conjungatur," and also 
the perverseness of those ^' qui contcndunt Ecclesix non esse 
de hujus principatus civilis ad generale Christians reipublicae 
bonum relatione quidpiam cum auctoritate constituere adeoque 
licere Catholicis hominibus ab illius decisionibus hac de re 
editis recedere aliterque sentire." 

Now, seeing that the Pope is supreme judge, and embodies in 
himself the judgment of the Church under the severest penalties. 
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it follows that, according to this proposition, it is unlawful for 
any one to entertain opinions on the temporal power differing 
from those of the Pope, It is most unlikelj that the Pope should 
himself decree the downfall of his own power, but rather from 
sincere conviction promote its continuance, and therefore his 
decree would, in such a case, be h priori strengthened by the 
judgment issued against all those who are not of his way of 
thinking. That would constitute in the public law of nations 
a State which, in the heart of Europe, would set at defiance, 
as being itself superior to law, all the vicissitudes and necessities 
of the age, an eternal State. 

Still, it cannot be denied that the formula we have just 
quoted was relatively moderate, though it acquired great im- 
portance from the general character of the decree in which it 
was incorporated. One of the greatest difficulties arising from 
the want of any limit to Papal authority in the constitution of 
the Church, is that of assigning some bounds to the matters on 
which the Pope has the right of judging ex cathedra^ hence 
the danger of his making everything dogma, like the King of 
Phrygia who turned all that he touched into gold. And here a 
hypothesis presents itself: supposing that one day a Pope, either 
from humility or from eccentricity, should voluntarily abdicate 
his temporal power (though we admit such a thing is very 
unlikely), what would the Infallibilists who are so fond of that 
jwwer, then think of the doctrine of Infallibility ? 

In such a case the chances are that they would not care to 
recognise in the occurrence a natural condition of the Church 
expressed by its living word, but would rather consider themselves 
to be suffering from the caprice and tyranny of an individual. 
Many similar instances might be cited to prove what, indeed, is 
nothing new, but old as the world itself, namely, that all 
absolute power is a two-edged sword that wounds both friends 
and enemies ; whereas, liberty affords protection to both. The 
Infallibilists made no account of such considerations, and 
argued thus. Who habitually directs the Church in the absence of 
the exceptional and comprehensive influence of Councils ? The 
Pope. How would the Church proceed if this guidance could 
be false? By this argument they showed that they were unable to 
appreciate the slow but collective action of society ; and like 
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all men who submit to the influence and allurements of des- 
potism, could not relish an authority which was not distilled 
through the arbitrary will of one individual. 

6. The rest of the scheme, if the report of it be true, was 
interspersed with the arguments of the Syllabus, and the 
favourite doctrines of the Catholic party more or less distinctly 
enunciated. It condemned, among other things — liberty of con- 
science — universal suffrage — lay teaching — the suppression of 
ecclesiastical immunities — the abolition of religious orders — the 
confiscation of the property of the clergy — the exaction of mili- 
tary service from ecclesiastics, and so forth. In speaking of these 
things the scheme, like the Syllabus, abounds too often in that 
sort of metaphor which, taking a part for the whole, confuses 
the evils of a system with the system itself, and passes judg- 
ment on a whole category of facts, only some of which are 
really reprehensible ; as if one were to say, " thirst is wrong 
because it leads to inebriety." 

With regard to lay teaching, the scheme certainly specifies 
that those only are condemned who exclude ecclesiastics from 
giving instruction; but with regard to universal suffrage, it 
seems indistinctly to condemn all those who guide their actions 
by public opinion or the voice of the majority ; whereas, 
though such a criterion is not, of course, infallible, it is often 
the truest, and in many cases the only one to be had in modem 
society. There are some just remarks to be found in the 
scheme mixed with the most exorbitant exactions. Still the 
tenor of the whole document tends to enforce the ideal set forth 
in the formula we have described — one fold and one shepherd, 
by whom civil society is to be directed and guided — thus render- 
ing it the object and instrument of the absolute and exclu- 
sive regime imposed by his irresponsible and unlimited will, 
and in so doing society carries into action the mind of the 
Church, and thus becomes, as it were, her embodiment and 
representative. 

7. It is evident that all conceptions destined to become 
matters of deliberation in an assembly whose object it is to 
influence civil society should be not only specious, but oppor- 
tune, and of a feasible nature ; and, therefore, the theologians, 
who are the authors of this scheme, in compiling the treatise 
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" De Monarchia," failed to render it serviceable to the living 
institutions and practical interests of the day, though they made 
it closely accord with the ideal of their own minds. 

8. Of course, their programme, considered merely in its specu- 
lative part, and as an argument of faith, only concerns those 
who believe in it, but as its doctrines are inseparable from the 
working of civil institutions, with which they are substantially 
identified, and as their practical application is distinctly con- 
templated, did the theologians who drew it up in very indifferent 
Latin under the safe shelter of the Vatican, ever consider what 
its result would be? Did those theologians ever attempt to 
estimate the harm that must be done, and the blood that must 
be shed, ere this scheme could be carried into effect? The 
man of the greatest intellect of the age in Italy, ^^ Cavour," 
well-knowing the inflexibility of the traditions of Rome, con- 
sidered the separation of Church and State, the "Chiesa 
libera in Stato libero," as the only logical solution of the 
eternal and difficult problem, the conditions of which are 
Church and State. The scheme implicitly rejects such an 
idea, and explicitly condemns all those who say that the 
separation of Church and State is requisite for the good of 
society ; and thus, when it is once accepted, only two hypotheses 
remain. The one is to consider speculatively any Catholic 
society active and powerful, as portrayed by the schemes, trying 
to carry out its ideal at the present day in the world ; and you 
tremble at the thought of the resistance it would provoke, and 
the misfortunes it would entail. The other is to reflect practi- 
cally on the number of adherents that such a programme would 
find among Catholics themselves, and you receive a very dif- 
ferent impression from the disproportion between the grandeur 
of the challenge, and the poverty of the means of sustaining 
it. In both alternatives the mind reverts to the Bull of Con- 
vocation of the Council, which states that it was assembled for 
the purpose of providing a remedy for the needs and evils of 
society. If the first case were possible, in what would this 
remedy consist, but in exile, in imprisonment, in the Inquisi- 
tion, in religious warfare, in schisms, and all the other evils 
which have already resulted from that system — sad remedies 
indeed ? If, on the other hand (as is more probable), the second 
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alternative were accepted, where then is the remedy ? Cruelty 
or contempt, tyranny or impotence, a fatal dilemma to which 
sooner or later every absolute and inexorable system is 
reduced, according to its power or its object. 
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1. The publication of the documents in the German papers 
caused the greatest excitement at the Vatican ; a searching 
investigation was the result, and several persons slightly con- 
nected with the Council fell into trouble. Some were deprived 
of their office, others were obliged to leave Rome, and punish- 
ment followed all those supposed to be the authors or accom- 
plices of these indiscreet revelations. It is clear that one of 
the principal causes of this discontent was the sensible effect 
produced by these documents, in those countries especially 
where such questions are of great importance; but this was 
unreasonable, as it was far better for the Vatican that its 
schemes should be known beforehand, than later. It was a 
matter of serious import that Europe should receive, either 
with indifference or with disfavour, the decrees of the Catholic 
Assembly, as they were of much greater consequence than the 
simple propositions of a number of theologians, even though 
emanating from the Vatican. Public opinion, so severely 
reprobated by the scheme, is, nevertheless, very often of the 
greatest utility ; and the refusal to take any account of it is 
sometimes the cause of serious and irremediable mistakes. 

2. If, for example, public opinion could be so far heard in 
the Church, as to substitute for the Canons we have described 
some other scheme treating of the subjects that now occupy 
men's minds, and loudly call for a rational solution, might 
not the attention of the Council be turned to matters of more 
general importance, though of equal consequence to Catholicism, 
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than the scholastic subtleties contained in the Canons? Are 
there no defects in the CathoHc religion save those regarding 
its authority? Is that the only subject worth consideration? 
Is the loss of the temporal power the sole evil on which we 
should deliberate ? 

Could no other matters be found worthy to occupy the atten- 
tion of the Ecumenical Council, called together with such 
solemnity after the lapse of three centuries, to deliberate on 
the interests of religion ? 

For instance, would it not be a suitable inquiry for the 
Ecumenical Council of the nineteenth century, to examine into 
the cause of the various evils that affect the Catholic popula- 
tions of our age — ^their abnormal condition in many ways — the 
slowness of their growth, and their relative inferiority, moral, 
civil, and political? an inferiority which is in proportion to the 
greater or less prevalence of the system described in the scheme. 

No very profound statistical knowledge is necessary ; one can 
see with a glance the difference in prosperity and of civilisation 
to be found in Spain as compared with England, and in Ireland 
as compared with the sister Isle — or as between Portugal and 
Holland ; between South and North America ; between Italy 
and Germany ; between Savoy and Switzerland ; and in this 
latter country between the Catholic and Protestant cantons ? 

Does not the contrast involuntarily strike the mind of any 
person who, sailing along the shores of the Lake of Geneva, 
has the opportunity of observing the relative condition of the 
Savoyard and the Swiss villages ? Again, we must remember 
that in the conflict between the Austrians and the Prussians — 
both of the same German race — the advantage was not for the 
former. 

Or to take another test, what progress has been made in these 
latter days by the first-named countries as compared with the 
second, in all those useful institutions by which mankind can 
render homage to the Creator in the pursuit of art and science, 
and in grand undertakings? 

I say in recent times, in order to point out the epoch at which 
began not only the consolidation of those great differences which 
have divided Christendom, but also the formation of that system 
of Catholic Government which the Vatican Council has striven 
still further to enforce. We will not, however, proceed further 
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with these comparisons, but only observe that as the scheme 
"De Ecclesia" asserts that the Church is a visible society of 
men, and exists on earth for their salvation, she cannot be 
entirely indifferent to the conduct of her followers. 

3. The best illustration of these reflections is found on turning 
to France, for she presents two views to the observer, both of 
them well adapted to throw light on our subject. By the one 
she appears as the centre of life and of civilisation, by the other 
she affords matter for serious consideration to all who either 
observe her, or are influenced by her. By the first, she appears 
as the rival of the greatest nations; but by the second she 
seems to share the lot of those countries that are less pros- 
perous, and that have before them a dark and uncertain future. 
To whom does France owe that part of her civilisation which 
enables her at the present time to rank among other great 
nations ? I mean her culture, her science, her industry, and her 
material prosperity. Beginning from the encyclopedists down 
to the learned men of the present day, how many of the savants^ 
and of those who have in any way assisted the growth of modem 
France, would have been recognised by Rome as her children ? 
How many laws, how many institutions, and what an amount of 
learning, would have been of necessity lost to France, had the 
voice of Rome prevailed in that country? Imagine the con- 
sequences to France as regards culture and science, had her 
intellectual progress been subjected for a century to the cor- 
rections and revisions of the Roman Index? What part can 
the influence of Catholicism (using the terms in the very sense 
adopted by its own party), what part can that influence claim in 
the civil glory and intellectual progress of France ? So far we 
have considered her under the aspect in which she equals the 
most cultivated and civilised nations of the world, but at the 
same time, what nation is more deeply affected than France by 
grave and dangerous social questions, or is in a condition less 
favourable for their resolution? Considered from this view, 
which concerns her social and political state, France affords 
ample material for the reflections, which we shall shortly make, 
on the political condition of the Catholic populations.* 

* When these pages were written no one oould have foretold the misforttmes 
so soon to fall upon France, but it seems well to leave them in their original form. 
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4. But turning from France, to view the matter in a more 
general light, how have the doctrines of absolutism — to which 
we have already alluded — affected the progress of the great 
institutions, enterprises, and discoveries of modem times, and 
how many of these latter — beginning even from the days of 
Galileo — have been carried out in spite of those doctrines ? 

What place can Catholicism claim for its tenets in the increase 
of liberty, the toleration, and the amicable and peaceful inter- 
course, which, after much useless destruction of humanity, seems 
to be the settled character of society in our days ? 

What part did the Catholicism of Torquemada and of 
Philip II. take in the grand discovery and colonisation of those 
new countries which are the glory of the two last centuries? 
Who has profited by the work of Christopher Columbus and of 
Amerigo Vespucci? What has Catholicism, following, though 
more quietly, in the same track of discovery, effected in North 
America ; a country entirely free, in which all religions emulate 
one another ; and, again, in Australia ? These two parts of the 
world came into being, as it were, in a moment, through the 
diffusion and expansion of the European, and therefore Christian 
race ; and what part in the miracle can be attributed to Catholi- 
cism ? Has not the Catholic Church, on the contrary, reason for 
sad meditation on the spectacle presented by Mexico, and the 
other unhappy republics of the South, which are entirely under 
her sway? Here one would think are plenty of subjects 
well deserving the whole attention of the Catholic hierarchy 
assembled in Rome ; for such facts may be more or less appre- 
ciated, may be understood in one sense or another, and attributed 
to this or that cause ; but their existence cannot be denied, and 
therefore they ought to be considered. 

5. Another question might also be asked, which, without 
entering into details — that are liable to be questioned by many 
— is really matter of fact. Whence comes that disordered 
spirit by which in our days Catholic societies exclusively are 
agitated — the spirit of revolution? In using this word I do 
not here intend to apply it in the widest sense — that which 
expresses a universal law felt more or less deeply, but common 
to all humanity. I use it in that special way which signifies 
the violent, brutal, and envious form of revolution, which, 
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from the end of the last century up to the present daj, has 
rent and distracted the most beautiful countries of Europe. 
Grermany, England, Switzerland, and America, have their 
revolutions in ideas, their modification?!, their progress, their 
changes for the better or for the worse. But all this is cai^ 
ried on without anger and violence, without blows and blood- 
shed. They may have other evils, because humanity can never 
be exempt from such, but they are free from that terrible 
social plague— chronic revolution; the not being able to say 
to-day what may happen to-morrow ; and what is more, these 
nations have not, like us, their only hope of existence in the 
exercise of force, which seems at the present time to have 
become our sole means of persuasion. 

Which of the Catholic nations can live like England and 
America in the exercise of the greatest activity, and in a state 
of constant social and political agitation, without a large standing 
army? In how many Catholic countries has not the Govern- 
ment more than once collapsed during recent years ; and how 
many of them can look forward to a more secure future ? Here 
we have another series of inquiries which, according to the 
promises contained in the Papal Bull, we might expect the 
Council to take into consideration. 

6. At first sight only two answers seem possible to these 
questions. Either such a state of things is the effect of the 
education that prevails among the populations we have men- 
tioned, or else the form of religion in question has assimilated 
itself, and has prospered best among the nations that exist 
under those conditions. 

Some try to explain away these facts by alleging the unfavour- 
able effects of climate and the fatality of race, but they forget 
that the same results are met with among different peoples 
and in different latitudes; and even if their hypothesis were 
admissible as to the first alternative, they could not escape from 
the second. Thus from which ever side the subject is viewed, 
we necessarily return to one of the two parts of the dilemma, 
both of which are equally deserving of the most serious con- 
sideration. The partisans of the absolute prefer to accept 
implicitly the second solution as being the most easy, though 
humiliating, for humanity, and, if true, involving irreparable evil ; 
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while generous and Hberal minds are content to take the first 
hypothesis as the least discouraging, and affording the best hope 
of remedy. Those who adhere to the former opinion exonerate 
existing institutions from all responsibility as to the evil wrought 
within their range, considering it sufficient that they oppose that 
evil, as, indeed, they do to the uttermost. But then, they overlook 
the responsibility inherent in these institutions, not only as to 
the substance of their teaching, but as to the way in which they 
set about their work ; and not only as to their aims, but as the 
means they use for carrying out their intentions. Indeed, an 
excess of zeal often leads to a contrary effect ; as, for example, 
absolutism generates rebellion, and extreme severity in a law 
secures impunity to the law breaker. Events balance themselves 
in human affairs, the chain which begins with the inquisitor 
finishes with the sectary ; and the partisan of M azzini stands at 
one end of the diameter, the opposite point of which is occupied 
by the " Sanfedista." England does not possess either the 
Univers or the Jtappel, at least her existence is not daily threat* 
ened by similar publications; neither has she inquisitors nor 
revolutionary fanatics, and Fenians come only from the neigh- 
bouring shores of Ireland. 

7. Of course there are exceptions to the comparisons that we 
have made in this chapter, but they really illustrate those com- 
parisons more clearly, because among the Catholic populations 
where they are found, they correspond in very exact measure 
to the influence that has been exercised by large and liberal 
ideas, or rather to that which has been lost by the contrary 
ideas, and thus they from a scale which, taking the Campagna di 
Roma as a starting point, culminates in the prosperity of Belgium. 
Moreover, there is another way of measuring these exceptions, 
less precise, but more convincing for Catholics, as being within 
the bosom of the Church itself, and that is, by means of those 
bishops who in the Council, resisted the spirit prevailing at the 
Vatican. 

8. At the same time it would be not only unjust but useless 
to fasten the responsibility of these results upon Catholicism 
itself, one might as well charge them upon that Christianity 
which has animated all modern civilisation. Up to the sixteenth 
century there were no effective and visible distinctions amongst 
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Christians in the West, and the influence of the religious 
movement which was formally accomplished in that century only 
aflected the civil and political condition of Europe at a later 
date. Still later within the bosom of the Catholic Church 
herself was more decidedly manifested that spirit (called in 
France Ultramontanism) which, rapidly increasing after the 
Revolution, and as a reaction from it, reacted again upon the 
Curia Romana, where it had first originated. Gaining ground 
there by little and little, it disclosed its own desires, pressed 
forward its own aims, and succeeded in giving a distinct and 
separate existence to those political and religious conceptions 
which, though habitually possessed by the Curia, had always 
hitherto preserved an indefinite character, having been wisely 
shrouded in the prudent and traditional policy of that body. 
Now, in our day, those ideas are crudely, and with much ex- 
aggeration, asserted by the party calling itself " Catholic " 
par excellence^ which has exercised so great an influence in all 
that concerns the Vatican Council. 

This became gradually visible at every outbreak of the revo- 
lutionary spirit, first in France and then generally in the world, 
though the chief causes of that revolution were the very system 
and the very ideas which in their latent state had prepared the 
way for it both in France, and in the other countries (principally 
Catholic), where revolution seems particularly rooted ; because 
in such cases a tardy rebellion takes the place of the reforma- 
tion undergone two centuries before, by the nations of the North. 
Perhaps even this reformation was affected by the resistance it 
encountered ; and it is possible that both crises might have 
been moderated, or even prevented, by a slow and progressive 
transformation moving continually round the immutable centre 
of eternal truth, conformably with the variations of the times 
and of moral conditions. This idea, which some may consider 
daring, is not only confirmed by the example of those countries 
which are the most deeply affected by the evils we have enume- 
rated, but receives satisfactory illustration from a strict and dis- 
passionate investigation of the spirit that generally prevails in 
the education of Catholic populations. It would not be difficult 
to specify, one by one, the laws (and very often their interpreta- 
tions), the customs, the institutions, the habits, and the abuses, 

U 
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vbu^ have long prevailed, but more especially in the latter 
ff^luriesy in Catholic education ; and are the principal causes of 
lh(^ rviU we have indicated. It is certainly neither our desire 
nor our business to investigate fully these grave and compli- 
cated questions, many of which have been already well dis- 
cussed ; but wishing to assist with a few general outlines those 
who study the matter in good faith, some few salient points 
naturally occur to the mind. When these particular evils are 
understood, it remains for us to judge whether they can be 
remedied by empirical restrictions and fresh condemnations, or 
whether, on the other hand, it is not more likely that such 
remedies only serve to increase the evil, and like the doctors of 
an old Italian medical school who are much addicted to bleed- 
ing, in endeavouring to cure they do not really kill the patient. 
9. The principle of authority by its very nature is predomi- 
nant in Catholicism, of which, indeed, it is the strength and 
characteristic ; but this principle, owing to the natural tendency 
of the institutions founded upon it, has been always exaggerated 
to such an extent in Catholic education, that on all subjects, 
and in every way, it has usurped the first place, and has. 
produced the blindest submission corresponding to the most 
absolute power. This thirst for authority, called forth in the 
first instance by the insubordination of the age, and kept up 
with the view of maintaining order and unity in the Church, too 
often results in destroying the first and impairing the second ; 
it tends to paralyse the collective action of the hierarchy of 
the Church, and concentrates it in the Head, thereby isolating 
the clergy from the rest of society. Moreover, the excessive use 
of authority in relation to the masses has the result of weaken - 
ing and sometimes of suppressing the working of individual 
consciences, by absorbing their sense of personal responsibility 
in the sole conscience of Church authority, and so the perception 
of good and evil ceases to be personal and spontaneous, and 
becomes reflective and obligatory. It often happens that a 
Catholic, unless gifted with an unusual superiority of mind, has 
no knowledge of good and evil other than that which he derives 
from the external authority, which in many cases is represented 
by any chance individual. Nor is this only with regard tp ques- 
tions of principle, where such help may be sometimes both 
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desirable and salutary, but the same external direction is 
applied on all occasions, in all contingencies, in the every-daj 
life of the people, and is carried by simple natures into trivial 
details, and matters of no importance. 

The consequence of such an excessive submission to authority 
is that the human conscience, being often illguided, is likely to 
go astray ; at any rate, never having learned to reflect and judge 
for itself, it loses the capacity for so doing, grows gradually 
weaker, and at last becomes impotent, just as the members of 
the body, if never used, lose their strength. A double evil, and 
a very serious one, results from this state of things. In the 
first place, when a Catholic, brought up as we have described, 
is deprived of the external guidance which supports him, he has 
no rule or restraint to keep him straight, and the recoil from 
such a despotism at the present day frequently throws the pupils 
of the Jesuits into the wildest revolutionary excesses. In the 
second place, the external authority can only find expression 
through words spoken or written, and being unable to follow 
the infinite complexities of human action or to discern the secret 
recesses of the human heart, cannot give a rule of right and 
wrong to meet all contingencies ; so that there must still remain 
many cases in which an individual being without that guidance, 
can only ascertain the right course by consulting the delicate 
and indefinable instinct of his own conscience. Hence arise the 
subtleties, the mental compromises, and the disingenuousness 
too frequently met with, among our people. 

10. Another tendency much to be deplored, is the disposition 
of Catholics to inculcate great intolerance for all errors of the 
intellect, while they regard with much leniency errors of the will ; 
yet these latter are surely infinitely more culpable than the former. 

It is deplorable that a man should not know and understand 
what is right ; but if he is guilty, he is surely less so than a man 
who well knowing his duty, either neglects or transgresses it. 
Faults of intellect do not deteriorate the character, whereas 
faults of the will (making every allowance for human frailty) 
are far less excusable. 

Dante lived in an age that was certainly not given to religious 
indifference or to be over tolerant, yet in the ^Divina Corn- 
media ' he places heresiarcbs among those who err from want of 

II 2 
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self control, apart from the abode of those who had sinned with 
intent, thereby showing that he regarded the guilt of the first, as 
distinguishable from, and less worthy of punishment than that 
of the latter. Besides, the working of the mind has always an 
ennobling effect, while the indulgence of the passions brutalises 
human nature. A society educated for many centuries under 
the stimulus of the double direction we have described, not only 
loses the power of exercising the individual conscience, but 
yields up the exercise of its own judgment to a certain set or 
distinct class of persons whose duty it becomes to think and to 
judge for the rest. Such a society becoming disinclined and 
inapt for the exercise of thought on account of the trouble it 
involves, and following only the inclinations of nature, seeks 
what is pleasing to the feelings and affections, and readily 
transgresses by yielding to the passions which appear not only 
attractive in themselves, but, as we have already remarked, have 
the promise of greater tolerance than is extended to errors of 
the mind. We do not mean to say that severity in principle, 
and charity towards frailty, are not, when united with wisdom 
and moderation, two marvellous characteristics of Christianity — 
more true to human nature than a vague indecision on the first 
point, and an inflexible severity on the second ; but having 
been abused, like many other good things, they led, the one to 
the institution of the Inquisition, and the other to the adoption 
of a systematised indulgence, and such subjects are surely well 
worthy of deep consideration on account of their influence on 
Catholic populations. 

11. A third point for reflection, is the tendency of Catholic 
education to turn aside its followers from the numerous duties of 
practical life, and to incline them to an ascetic and speculative 
existence which does not always correspond to the inexorable 
necessities of human nature. Two evils result from this 
tendency when fully developed, as often occurs among the most 
faithful of the Catholic populations. The first is, that this 
tendency, when carried into private life by a mistaken ap- 
plication of a sublime contempt for terrestrial matters, dis- 
poses men to go through the world with their eyes turned 
upwards, and their thoughts entirely abstracted from the earth. 
Human nature soon tfikes advantage of such a disposition to 
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justify one of its most common and pernicious propensities ; 
industry and independence give place to idleness and mendi- 
cancy ; and this disposition when coupled with an abuse of 
outward forms often inclines people to superstition. The second 
evil, and one of equal importance, is, that a Catholic, though for 
the most part a good subject, is not always a good citizen, 
because though his religious education teaches him the duty of 
passive obedience, at the same time it tends to absorb him, and 
to draw him away from the civil society in which he moves ; 
and these conflicting attractions of the Church and of society, 
though sometimes useful as counterpoises, really weaken Catholic 
communities, which are seldom able to unite the two interests 
and to conciliate the two powers. 

Besides those eternal moral laws on which there can be 
but one opinion, there are an infinity of subjects which do 
not absolutely represent either good or evil ; and with regard 
to which the Catholic is often placed in a difficult position 
between his kinsmen, his country, his station in life, and his 
Church. In such cases the Church either draws him to herself 
by a powerful attraction, or if he resists, abandons him and casts 
him out Hence, the phenomenon frequently met with in 
Catholic societies, though rarely, if ever, in others, that religion 
hinders the advancement of the nation, and that patriotism 
subverts religion. 

12. A fourth source of great difficulty for Catholic popu- 
lations is the undue centralisation which prevails in the 
exercise of authority. All the laws, general and particular, 
which inform and regulate the consciences of the Catholic 
world, proceed, with the weighty sanction we have mentioned, 
from a very small nucleus ; a narrow centre of individuals, who, 
with the best intentions and the greatest solicitude, are yet 
incapable of judging and of appreciating the varying feelings and 
needs of populations so many and so different. This fact tends 
to form instead of a Catholic world a Catholic party, gradually 
separating it in all countries from the habits, the interests, 
and the affections of the rest of the nation. 

13. There remains a yet greater evil than any we have spoken 
of, and it is this ; these tendencies and impulses if developed to 
the highest degree might form a society sui generis^ little dis- 
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posed to intellectual or material growth, and little fitted for the 
production of civil greatness, and the mischief would stop here. 
The practical result, however, is that as such a rSgime can only 
apply to a restricted number of people, and never to society in 
general, the fetters imposed on the heart and intellect by this 
jealous authority, and this artificial state of mind, often pro- 
duce, especially among the young, a corresponding reaction, and 
the more intelligent such people are, the stronger is this reac- 
tion. A great proportion of the young on reaching mature 
age are necessarily affected by the influence of the times ; and 
being without the safeguards of solid instruction, and such 
an acquaintance with practical interests as would serve to 
restrain, or at least to occupy their minds, they look back- 
wards, and in so doing fall into serious errors, confounding the 
abuses of a system with the system itself. In their retrospec- 
tion they confuse God with the priest, become equally unmind- 
ful of both, and turning their backs on religion altogether, 
either rush headlong into the pursuit of pleasures, burying in 
them all the aspirations and regrets of a wasted life, or if of 
too noble a nature to incur such moral suicide, they fall into 
another snare equally dangerous, if in some ways less deplor- 
able. Their ardent and youthful minds endeavour to find some 
means of reconciling the old faith with the newly enlightened 
reason, of making the two compatible, but as soon as they set 
about it, they discover such a process to be quite impracticable ; 
for the Church endeavours in every way to repel them, and 
liberty presents every attraction that can allure them. In the 
face of this impossibility they are driven to revolt ; no rebellion 
is so desperate as that of a slave, and youthful multitudes of 
great promise, but without conscience, unused to exercise their 
judgment, and blinded by the heritage of hatred and of rancour 
that results from the moral conflicts they have experienced, are 
driven to swell the ranks of revolution in increasing numbers, 
as one generation succeeds another. 

They become involved in that terrible revolution whose 
standard is negation, and whose aim is destruction ; that cosmo- 
politan revolution which has already avenged, and unless 
restrained by Providence may yet more deeply avenge such 
outraged souls. Those, meanwhile, on whom devolves the re- 



Fkbbuabt.] eight months AT ROMR 103 

sponsibility of sach misfortunes will learn perhaps too late, and 
at too dear a price, that a just balance is indispensable both in 
the moral and material world; and that by endeayouring to 
make a man grow in the swaddling-clothes of an infant, either 
he will become a cripple, or his bands will be rent into shreds. 
All that has been said of the superior and intelligent portions 
of society, applies equally to the less cultivated and more im- 
pulsive multitudes, who with the same defects of character and 
reasoning power, pass through the like moral phases uncon- 
sciously and mechanically. The defects of the lower classes 
may be at first sight less apparent than those of their superiors, 
but when they do break out openly, the consequences are more 
disastrous. The result of this deadly conflict between authority 
and reason, between the spirit and the letter, is to diminish th« 
number of the faithful in Catholic societies, and to drive many 
into rebellion in will or in deed ; the first class are wanting in 
real force, the second lack not only order and discipline, but 
very often morality ; both are proficients in the art of destroy- 
ing Governments, but are alike incapable of establishing one 
on a solid basis, the first for want of power, the second (or 
want of knowledge. 

The first class are immovable instead of Conservative, the 
second revolutionary instead of progressive : they have no com- 
mon ground, and their differences instead of finding expression 
in changes of administration (as happens in all rational coun- 
tries) find it instead in changes of Government, in which there 
is always a conqueror and a conquered, and therefore a triumph 
and a defeat with the usual consequences. The happy results of 
a Conservative spirit, combined with the desire of progress, are 
found in all well-governed and prosperous nations ; but from 
their very nature are difficult and almost impossible of attain- 
ment in Catholic countries, especially those in which the doc- 
trines of absolutism prevail, for such usually relapse into confusion 
and disorder as soon as the strong pressure which an absolute 
Government exercises over them is removed. Disorder and 
anarchy are too often the lamentable political condition of the 
southern nations of Europe, as compared with the state of regular 
and uniform progress found among the northern ; and this com- 
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parison affords ample grounds for reflection on the causes why 
revolution is so specially rooted in Catholic countries. 

14. In addition to these primary considerations suggested by 
the condition of Catholic populations, others of still greater 
importance might be cited contingent on the ordinary course of 
events, and leaving untouched the defects of men, which naturally 
have deeply affected their institutions : but we will not proceed 
further, and would only remark in conclusion, that the religious 
education of our people is negative rather than positive; and 
though usually sufficient in externals (though even here greater 
elevation is desirable), is too often lacking in substance, that 
is to say, in the moral and practical part. 

These remarks have already led us beyond the limits we had 
assigned to our subject, and therefore we merely leave this 
outline for the consideration of those who desire to study the 
matter more deeply. It is a true picture of the state of things 
prevailing at the present day in all communities governed by 
the Ultra-Catholic rSffimey though of course varying in different 
countries according to their respective conditions. We find in 
them many churches, but few schools; more devotion than 
virtue ; more passion than judgment ; general intolerance, and 
scanty prosperity, with fluctuations of submission and rebellion ; 
they are characterised everywhere by a craving for authority, 
whether in a convent or a sect, but without any appreciation of 
the real nature of authority, which is alternately adored with 
servility and subjected to outrage. 
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IV.— THE NEW ORDER. 

1. Objections to prccoiUng arguments. — 2. Address of the Catholics of Gob- 
lentz.~3. Infallibility sole object of attention. — 4. Close of the first phase 
of the Council.--5. The new Order. — 6. Judgment of the majority. — 7. Holi- 
days. — 8. Anecdotes. — 9. Different Poetulata.— 10. Various publications. — 
11. Speech at the opening of the Exhibition. — 12. Diplomatic interference 
is aroused. — 13. Predictions.~14. Conclusion. 

1. Owing to the entire lack of independence in judgment, and 
to a determination to look on all persons either as slaves or 
enemies, such observations as we have just made arc usually 
considered to bear a hostile character, and are therefore held to 
be injurious by those to whom they are displeasing, and by all 
who follow in their steps. Such persons are accustomed to re- 
lieve themselves of any responsibility as to human affairs by 
charging the blame on particular associations, the Freemasons, 
for instance ; and, in recent times, on the Government of the 
country. But the existence of those associations affords better 
ground for incrimination than for apology, inasmuch as they 
are not produced, and have no means of affecting society except 
by its institutions, in which they are generated as insects in 
bodies, a phenomenon depending on their own decay. This 
is illustrated by the fact that healthy and virtuous communities 
which live in the exercise of liberty, are either free from such 
organisations, or afford them no resting-place. Freemasonry 
has served much the same -purpose for the Catholic party as the 
Society of Jesuits has for the Liberals; they are respectively 
accused as being the cause of all the evil in the world. Then, 
with regjird to Governments, who doubts that if they had the 
chance they would very soon act up to the Pope's principle, so 
far as they could ? whereas, at the present day, they are obliged 
to content themselves with such a measure of authority as is 
permitted by the spirit of the age. 

2. Even among so-called Liberal Catholics, the religious 
question is rarely treated on general grounds. In nearly all the 
publications they have issued of late years, the subject is con- 
sidere<l only partially, and not with that fulness which alone 
presents it in a true light. The address of the Catholics of 
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Treves* to the Archbishop of Coblentz, though of a special 
character, seems, however, to rise to a more elevated tone; 
and any Catholic wishing to find a remedy within the Church 
for the evils we have already noticed, might well adopt the 
words of the address, which are as follows : — 

^^ We cannot hide from ourselves that it is impossible for a 
General Council to undertake the particular examination and 
solution of the difficulties arising from the numerous wants of 
mankind which arc rooted in the manifold life of the Church. 
The organisation of the Church ought to establish in its various 
parts, with freedom to develop their powers in the most salutary 
manner, such agencies as may best overcome evil." 

The address concludes by praying for the re-establishment of 
those assemblies, or synods, national, provincial, and diocesan, 
which have always considered and provided for the different 
needs, both old and new, of the Church in general, and for their 
portion of it in particular. Taken as a whole, this address is 
one of the most remarkable documents produced on these sub- 
jects. It contains an answer and a remedy for all the questions 
and all the evils which we have pointed out ; and its theory of 
the relations between Church and State is the most precise and 
reasonable commentary, on the maxim, ^< A free Church in a 
free State." In few words, the address is a full and well- 
arranged scheme for applying the principle of liberty, so far as 
is possible, to Catholic institutions. 

3. Instead, however, of attending to these questions, the whole 
consideration of the Council was irrevocably concentrated on 
the question of Infallibility. The definition of this dogma 
weighed on the Council and hampered all its movements, the 
majority had no other object but this, and followed it with that 
intensity of purpose which is peculiar to religious sentiments 
and passions. Human nature alternately builds up and destroys 
the same things, under the sincere conviction that it is making 
progress; overturns with infinite labour the despotisms and 
the oracles it originally fabricated, and then begins to recon- 
struct them, always under the belief that it is accomplishing 
something new, and despises what is past as if that in turn had 
not been ei]ually its own work. 

* See Appendix, Document XVI. 
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Ask the Infallibilists what they think of the apotheoses of the 
ancients ? or of the simplicity of certain religious beliefs which 
are entertained by other nations with a faith as lively and sincere 
as their own ? and they would shrug their shoulders in compas- 
sion without deigning to answer. Again, what are the Infalli- 
bilists themselves striving for so earnestly, but to create within 
their own Church and country a condition of things which, 
if found outside their circle, they would not even condescend to 
discuss ? 

Human nature never displays such violent passions as o^ 
religious matters ; and though the form of their manifestation 
may be milder at the present day, the intensity of feeling when 
applied to such subjects is always the same. 

Thirty-one meetings, including the two Sessions, were held 
between the 16th of December and the 22nd of February, in 
which about 150 orators spoke, and although no mention was 
actually made of Infallibility, it pervaded the minds of all, on 
every subject. Towards the end of February, in one of the last 
Congregations, a French bishop named Infallibility for the first 
time, and proposed its speedy declaration as a mode of cutting 
short all difficulties ; but his speech was coldly received, and 
the allusion allowed to drop without producing any effect. 
Another bishop in the same Congregation made an open and 
violent attack on the Opposition, but his speech met also 
with disfavour. In fact, this second attempt on the part of 
the majority was received with vehement cries of " Sufficit^ 
it is enough ; which has always been the answer to propositions 
that failed in gaining public favour. 

4. Great part of January was occupied by the scheme regard- 
ing the episcopate, which was finally sent back in the Congre- 
gation of the 24th, after a splendid speech by the Bishop of 
Bosnia and Sirmio, in which he urged the re-establishment of 
provincial and diocesan synods, a matter which had been 
strongly pressed by the Catholics of Cologne in their address. 
He also insisted on the necessity of the intervention of the 
bishops in all declarations issued in the Church, and deprecated 
their publication on the authority of the Pope alone, in the 
shape of Bulls or Briefs. 

In saying this, he evidently alluded to the Bull on the limita- 
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tion of censures, issued by the Pope before the opening of the 
Council, and he concluded by observing that the attempt to reduce 
the bishops to the position of mere officials of the Pope was 
contrary to the true spirit of the Church. The Bishop of Bosnia 
and Sirmio (Strossmayer) also reflected in this speech on the 
constitution of the College of Cardinals, and complained of the 
difficulties which attended the admission of eminent men of 
different countries into its ranks. 

Strossmayer spoke later on the scheme " De Moribus Cleri- 
corum,'* but not so brilliantly as on this occasion, when he was 
said to have equalled the famous speech made at the opening 
of the Council by which he took rank as one of the principal 
orators. The scheme " De Moribus Clericorum " was under 
discussion from the 26th of January to the 8th of February, 
its aim being to give the bishops unlimited power over the 
priests, as an equivalent to the authority asserted by the Pope 
over the bishops in the scheme " De Episcopis." The French 
and the Spaniards warmly supported the former; but among 
those who opposed it, Monsignor Scissmor attracted much 
notice by a convincing and eloquent speech, in which he pointed 
out the tyranny and hardships that must inevitably result from 
the adoption of such a system. 

The rest of February was occupied with the scheme, "De 
Catechismo," which was finally settled in the Congregation 
held on the 22nd, after forty members had spoken on the 
subject On this day the first phase of the Council concluded. 
Its time had been occupied in sending back for revision all the 
propositions brought before it, and in proving the utter fallacy 
of that part of the programme announced by the Civiltd 
Cattolicaj which promised a spontaneous and unanimous agree- 
ment among members of the Council. 

5. On the 22nd of February the new Order was published, 
the result of the deliberations carried on with the view of 
imposing some limit on the length of the debates. Ten days' 
holidays were announced, in order that the Council might rest, 
and start again with renewed vigour along the road in which 
Rome never ceases to advance, even though her progress be 
slackened for a while. 

The opinion of the Fathers was not asked, and the assembly 
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was not consulted on this new Order any more than on the former 
one ; but, like the first, it was communicated to the Council, 
and carried into execution by the same authority, and with the 
intention which had prevailed from the beginning. It contains 
pretty nearly all those injunctions we have noticed, as emanating 
from the directive body in the Council, with this diflFerence, 
that in future it should be optional and not obligatory on the 
Fathers to present their speeches in manuscript to the Commis- 
sions ; and providing that when they did so, the Commissions 
should print those speeches in a compendious form, and distri- 
bute them to the bishops. 

Of course it followed that when the Fathers preferred simply 
to recite or to read their speeches, they should be allowed to do 
so, and therefore no real innovation was made ; but the same 
document contained two articles, which were its " raison d'etre," 
and contained the spirit of the new Order. The first article 
authorised the president to cut short an orator every time he 
wandered from the subject under debate ; this seemed, at first 
sight, a simple expedient for regulating the discussion, but one 
of the presidents took occasion to make it severely felt on the 
very day on which it came into operation. 

Monsignor Haynald, Bishop of Colocza, one of the most 
prominent bishops in the Opposition, made some historical quo- 
tation, which showed that on the occasion of the reform of the 
Roman Breviary, a Pope had expressed an opinion contrary to 
that of the present majority in the Council ; and the president 
immediately requested him to stop, and to descend from the 
tribune. Such interference on a slight matter the first day that 
it was practicable plainly indicated to the Opposition the view 
that the presidents entertained of the new authority given to 
them. The second article was still more important, for it pro- 
vided that any debate might be brought to an end when the 
subject had been " satis excussa," on the proposal of not fewer 
than ten Fathers. It declared also that when the closing was 
proposed it should be decided at once, and that the opinion of 
the majority alone was requisite on the matter. The practical 
result of such an arrangement was to constitute the majority sole 
and absolute arbiter of the debates, since it could either permit 
them or stop them entirely at its own pleasure. 
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It is true that the article says the matter mast have been 
^^ satis excussa," but who was to judge of this condition ? The 
majority again ? In fact, judgment by the majority prevailed 
throughout the new Order, for it provided that the different parts 
of any scheme, and its amendments also, should be voted by the 
♦* rising or sitting '^ of the Fathers," and that by it "decemetur" 
the result of the vote of the majority. 

The definitive oral vote on the whole scheme was given by 
saying "Placet" or "Non placet;" but nothing further was de- 
creed with regard to it, as here the Pope's authority is touched on, 
an authority which will not endure the slightest diminution or 
qualification, and which, by its individual action can change the 
scheme into a decree. 

6. The idea that pervades these modifications is clearly that, 
as it was impossible to obtain unanimity in the Council, it was 
necessary to be content with the vote of the majority, this 
last being, in fact, already so well organised and homogeneous, 
that full trust might be placed in it. Moreover, this was the 
most obvious and legal means of subduing the Opposition. 

Accordingly, by the new Order everything was left to the 
judgment of the majority, and this arrangement gave great im- 
portance to a clause which could prejudge to the detriment of 
the interests of the Opposition one of the gravest questions 
before the Council, that, namely, of the necessity of unanimity 
in its decisions. The immediate danger for the Opposition, 
under the new Order, was that, by the aid of its provisions, 
the Infallibilists might, within a week, arrest the discussion on 
the scheme " De Ecclesia," vote its acceptance, and present it to 
the Pope for his approbation. 

It may be inferred that they did not intend at once to avail 
themselves of this facility, from the fact that an injunction was 
inserted in the rule obliging those who objected to any measure 
not to be content with opposing it, but to bring forward some 
other proposal in its stead. This proviso would have been useless 
had the intention of the authorities been to impose the schemes 
illico et immediate on the minority ; but it is well to point out 
what might have been the logical results of the new Order. 

The power of the majority once established, the minority was 
as much at its mercy in the Council as in any secular assembly ; 
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with this difference, howeyer, that the judgments of the latter, if 
mistaken, can be revoked, whereas those of the Council, from 
the fact of their dealing with absolute truths, and from the mode 
of their enunciation, are irrevocable. 

Indeed, the Papacy is an institution so well organised and 
established in the Church, that like the ship which is its 
symbolical image, it always floats, however tossed by the waves. 
In the scheme the Papacy condemns the majority, in the Order 
it approves it, without fearing to seem contradictory, since the 
two decisions equally rest on its own unlimited authority. 

7. A new scheme, ^^ On Religious Orders,*' was distributed 
in the Congregation of February 22nd, together, it was said, with 
a general index of the business before the Council, and after all 
these important events, began the promised ten days* vacation. 
This interval divides the first phase of the Council, which we 
have already considered, from the second now to be inaugurated 
on a new system, the working of which was as yet uncertain and 
dangerous in proportion as the pressure of the majority and 
consequent resistance of the minority were more deeply felt. 

At first the Opposition did not make the same objections to 
the new Order as they did later. Most of the bishops were ori- 
ginally in favour of a reform, the principle of which seemed, with 
regard to an Assembly, natural and useful, but the danger lurk- 
ing beneath it soon became apparent ; and the Opposition felt 
that, if once accepted, their situation would become daily more 
difficult, and their ultimate defeat undoubted. 

To reject the Order was, however, no easy matter. The Oppo- 
sition felt that if sometimes the majority were wrong in pressing 
their opinion, the minority were certainly wrong in disregarding 
it. Moreover, the fate of the addresses put forth against the first 
Order was by no means encouraging for those who were now 
inclined to make a similar attempt. The prorogation of the 
assembly left all in doubt ; the future course of the Opposition 
was unknown, but it was expected that, after deliberation, they 
would adopt some definite line of action. 

8. Before closing the narration of February's events, we may 
mention certain occurrences which plainly indicated the popular 
feeling at the time. Dupanloup in one of his speeches had 
given the cardinals to understand that they would do well to 
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follow the example of their predecessors in those ages when the 
Sacred College manifested greater independence and firmness. 
Cardinal Di Pietro, in his answer, tried to turn the tables upon 
Dupanloup, by observing that if any strictures could be passed on 
the Sacred College they were due to the conduct of cardinals of 
old, and not to those of the present day. Perhaps the prelates 
were both right up to a certain point : there was nothing remark- 
able in the reflection, and such encounters were common between 
the Opposition and the majority. It happened, however, that the 
day on which these speeches were made, Dupanloup lost part of 
his manuscript between his house and the Vatican ; the event 
in itself was entirely unimportant, but it arrested public attention, 
and furnished ample scope for conjecture to those who were 
anxiously looking out for gossip concerning the Council ; in 
fact, it was difficult to make them believe that a bishop might 
lose his papers, like another mortal, without any mysterious or 
extraordinary results. 

Some amusing incidents occurred from time to time, and 
served to enliven the monotony of the meetings ; among these 
may be mentioned the speech of a Neapolitan bishop on the 
long coat worn by the clergy, which provoked much merriment 
among the venerable Fathers of the Council. 

9. During the vacation, all sorts of new propositions sprang 
up, and the bishops spent the time in collecting fresh materials 
— as if there were not enough already — wherewith to put to the 
test the small amount of faith yet prevailing in the nineteenth 
century. One of these propositions on the Assumption of the 
Virgin had been already announced by the Civilta Catiolicaj 
and there was another brought forward by the Oriental bishops, 
and reported in the Univers, to the effect that the Church 
should issue some declaration to repress and limit the rights 
of war. It is pleasing to find this charitable thought amid so 
many anathemas and condemnations, but it was due to Copts 
and Armenians ! 

10. The Liberal Catholic party continued to issue publica- 
tions of great interest, and among these Dollinger's article on the 
address of the Infallibilists holds the first place. Dollinger re- 
ceived the congratulations of Cologne, Bonn, Miinster, Brcslau, 
Fribourg, Tubingen, Prjigue, and other great intellectual centres 
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in Germany; of the universities and theological faculties, 
even those whose opinions were unlike his own ; and all these 
addresses praised his firmness, expressed their concurrence with 
him, and encouraged him to persevere. On the other side of 
the Alps, the principal publications were Maret's defence of his 
own book and the letters of Pere Gratry. In Italy pamphlets 
appeared with increasing frequency, one written with great force 
and accuracy, but anonymously, was entitled ' The Pretended 
Infallibility of the Pope.' 

11. The Pope's speech, on opening the Exhibition of Art 
applied to Catholic worship, awoke great interest, for in it he 
made a dcclaraticm little expected, and which was certainly out 
of place on the occasion. He affirmed that it was not only 
wrong, but blasphemous for any to say that the Church nee<led 
reform, alluding to words recently used by a distinguished indi- 
vidual which had provoked his displeasure. Tliis person was 
not named ; but a double interpretation was put on the Pope's 
speech. It seems that one of the leaders of the French Liberal 
party, irritated by the proceedings of Rome, of which he had 
once been a warm supporter, had, in conversation with a friend, 
expressed himself openly on the matter by declaring that the 
Church needed an " 89." The Pope cited, and condemned the 
phrase, and the Liberal Catholics thought that they recognised 
in his allusion a condemnation of their leader ; the Ultramon- 
tane papers, moreover, took a malignant pleasure in pressing this 
meaning, in order to vex them. This is the first interpretation. 

The Osservatore Romano^ on the other hand, hastened to 
give a contrary view, by asseverating that the Pope had speci- 
fically attributed these words to " the great Italian demagogue " — 
a denomination which, though vague, certainly excluded a French 
Catholic. This was the second interpretation. If this latter 
view were the true one, the Pope had apparently mistaken the 
date ; for though a French Catholic might naturally on such an 
occasion have alluded to the year '89, an Italian demagogue 
would rather, in the present condition of the public mind, have 
referred to '93. 

If the Pope's speech, as appears most probable, were really 
directed against the French Liberal Catholics, they would only be 
receiving the same treatment which they tried to inflict on the 

I 



114 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [February. 

Italian Liberals ; and under this aspect their punishment would 
be merited. If the phrase which produced such an effect be 
taken by itself, it is just as indefinite as most of those in the 
Syllabus, and, having no certain meaning, lends itself equally 
to the favourable and unfavourable comments made upon it. 
If by the word Reform, the reform of Luther be understood, the 
Pope could not be expected to praise it ; if necessary changes 
only are understood, the existence of the Council proves its 
desirability. If there were nothing requiring change, what was 
the use of summoning the Vatican Council three centuries after 
the last that was held? But supposing there were something 
to change, there was something to reform ; so if the Pope used 
the phrase in an absolute sense, he condemned himself for 
having summoned the Council ; and this opinion would be 
perhaps in accordance with that of several prelates, and even of 
some cardinals of the Roman Curia. 

12. Recent events, especially the knowledge of the maxims of 
public ecclesiastical law contained in the scheme " De Ecclesia," 
produced a change in the attitude of the Catholic Powers with 
regard to the Council ; and according as the Church seemed 
indisposed to recognise the liberty of the State, they began to 
look with suspicion on the liberty of the Church. Up to the 
present time little notice had been taken of the Council except 
by the representatives of the smaller Catholic nations ; but now 
the great Powers, and France in particular, instructed their am- 
bassadors to pay closer attention to the subject, and to bring 
their influence to bear upon the proceedings at the Vatican. 
Rome, however, with her great diplomatic ability, knew how to 
avert their interference, and it is supposed that the fall of the 
Bavarian Ministry at that time was due to her influence; 
Bavaria was the only country that comprehended the gravity 
of the situation, and had acted with an amount of energy hardly 
warranted by the rank she held among other Catholic Powers. 

Now that Rome was freed from an embarrassment by the 
downfall of the Bavarian Ministry, it might have been supposed 
that the great Powers would come forward and act in the matter. 
Accordingly there was some talk of ambassadors being sent to 
the Council by the Catholic Powers, according to ancient usage, 
thus renouncing the policy of abstention, from which Rome 
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drew all the profit. Special mention was also made of an am- 
bassador to be sent from France to Rome, in addition to the 
one already there accredited to the Holy See, but no name was 
mentioned. The Vatican, meanwhile, had so well learnt to play 
its part as '^a free Church" that any ambassador who should 
succeed hereafter in taking part in a Congregation of the Council 
would give proof of no slight dexterity, and no common know- 
ledge of his profession. Whatever these official intentions may 
have been, it is nevertheless true that the attention of Europe 
was now turned to the Vatican, and public opinion occupied 
itself with the Council more than was desired at Rome. Ger- 
many was the source of the greatest disquietude to the Vatican. 
Some symptoms of discussion also appeared in Italy, and none 
too soon, for we must admit that, though she exercises consider- 
able influence in such matters, which are not new to her, Italy 
is very slow to move, and usually waits to follow the initiative 
of the Northern nations. The clergy of Milan thanked their 
Archbishop for not signing the petition for Infallibility, and 
besought him to uphold the rites and the dignity of the Am- 
brosian Church. 

In the East heavy storms were gathering. The Oriental 
Christian communities were so irritated by the attempted abo- 
lition of their prerogatives, and by the subserviency to Rome 
manifested by some of their bishops at the Council, that a 
schism appeared probable in consequence ; and schisms flourish 
wonderfully in the East, where many persons are quite ready to 
foment them to their own advantage. The danger became ap- 
parent at Rome, and some steps were taken to quell the storm, 
although the authorities continued to pursue the same line of 
conduct with regard to the East as before. On the other hand, 
no notice was taken of the opposition of the West, and it 
seemed strange that the threatened loss of a few Armenians 
should stir the Vatican more deeply than the representations of 
numbers of the most intelligent men in Europe. 

13. In all respects the condition of the Council remained un- 
changed ; the relative position of its parties, the probable results 
of its action, continued the same. Its duration was uncertain ; 
but the Archbishop of Paris, in a letter to the Archdeacon of 
Notre Dame, said " that his return to Paris would be undoubtedly 

1 2 
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at Easter, whether the work of the Council were already com- 
pleted by that time, or whether it were to be resumed the 
December following." According to this calculation, there only 
remained to the Council six weeks of the current year in 
which to complete its deliberations, and therefore this opinion, 
notwithstanding the position of its author, was not considered 
to be well founded. Other people, more patient, looked for the 
closing, or, at any rate, the suspension of the Council at the feast 
of St. Peter in June — a supposition strengthened by the in- 
variable cessation of work in Rome at that season. The real 
struggle in the Council remained unaltered as to its purpose — 
" Would the Opposition succeed in preventing absolutism from 
gaining supremacy in the Church ?" This was the great question 
on which all others depended, as they were relatively secondary 
and unimportant ; and here three hypotheses were possible. 
First. — Supposing the Opposition to be vanquished and unable 
to control the majority, it was probable, from the prevailing 
temper on both sides, that most of the States, at present Catholic, 
would cease to be so in fact, at least in regard to the principles 
that govern modern civilised institutions — and with them a large 
number of the noble and intelligent minds, who hitherto had 
remained within the bosom of the Church ; and the Church 
herself, weakened by her losses, and finding herself at the mercy 
of an individual will, would be violently driven forward on a 
perilous course, the issue of which no human being could esti- 
mate or foresee. 

Secondly. Should the Opposition succeed in modifying in any 
degree, more in form than in substance, the proposals of the 
majority, very little real change would be effected in the economy 
of the Church ; excepting that the Curia Romana would con- 
sider the results of the Council as a new precedent to be remem- 
bered favourably for those who had sided with it, leaving the 
others unnoticed until a fresh opportunity should arise of re- 
suming the interrupted work, and bringing it to an end. 

Thirdly. Should the Opposition really succeed in arresting 
the movement towards absolutism, a reform might begin, of which 
this fact, and even the Council itself, would only be the pro- 
logue. But this end, though a very modest one, seemed already 
most difficult of attainment. A sense of alarm prevailed gene- 
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rally in the Opposition, and the Augsburg Gazette^ one of its 
most authoritative organs, did not disguise its fears as to the 
final success of the great question of Reform. 

14. The majority which ruled and was in its turn ruled by 
the Catholic party, entangled the Opposition in the confused 
mazes of ancient laws, traditions, and expedients, which it could 
handle, from long practice, with consummate art. The Oppo- 
sition, while involved in these toils, were kept in good order 
and obedience by ecclesiastical discipline and the respect due to 
the Holy Keys ; and found great difficulty in throwing off the 
yoke of a party possessing so many advantages, and striving 
so pertinaciously for what it considered the ideal development of 
the Church. Facts were, however, opposed to these just argu- 
ments, and during the three months the Council had lasted, no 
solution had yet been found for the principal question, or any of 
the others submitted to its deliberation. 
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MARCH. 



L— APPENDIX TO THE SCHEME "DE ECCLESIA." 

1. Distribution of Appendix to the scheme **Do Ecclesia." — 2. Foreign influence. 
— 3. Plans for leaving the Council. — 4. Great discouragement — 5. More on 
politics. — 6. Recall of the French ambassador. 

1. On the evening of Monday, the 7th of March, it was dis- 
covered that an Appendix to the scheme "De Ecclesia" had 
been distributed to the bishops, which proposed the declaration 
of the personal Infallibility of the Pope, in faith and morals, 
on the ground that it was desired by most of the bishops in 
the Council. This Appendix was put forth at a moment when 
the Opposition had scarcely recovered from their amazement in 
regard to the new Order, and when many of the bishops mani- 
fested their increasing disapproval of the fact that it vested de- 
cisive power in the majority, rather than in the unanimity of 
the Fathers, and that it enabled the presidents to encroach on 
the liberty of discussion. The Appendix was, in fact, the 
famous ^^ postulatum^^ contained in the address of the Infalli- 
bilists — which had aroused so much ill-will, and now reap- 
peared with the approval of the Commission on " Fostulata,'' the 
ground having been prepared by the new Order. This docu- 
ment affirmed that the Infallibility of the Pope should be 
considered as entirely and on every point equivalent to the 
infallibility of the whole Church. 

This axiom was clearly expressed in a periodical published 
in North Italy, called The Ecumenical Council^ by the algebraic 
formula : a = a + b^ & formula which can only be verified when 
J, which in this case represented the episcopate, is zero. Some 
people might be unwilling to admit the idea suggested by this 
paper, and so Maret proposed another view of the difficulty ; he 



March.] EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. 110 

affirmed that Infallibility was a mystery as incomprehensible as 
the doctrine of the Trinity. The new Appendix, 'of which we 
are treating, concluded by expressly declaring — that every one 
professing a disbelief in Infallibility must be considered beyond 
the pale of the Catholic Church. 

2. This last declaration broke like a thunder-clap over the 
Opposition. No one expected such an assertion, and all were 
astonished at it ; even those not immediately occupied in eccle- 
siastical matters. It involved a departure from the prudence 
and patience usually characteristic of the Roman Curia, which 
had never before professed doctrines either so absolute in them- 
selves, or expressed in so absolute a form, and certainly had 
never employed such violent means to attain its ends. It seemed 
as though a northern Ultramontane blast had blown over the 
cautious and patient Curia, and rendered its proposals more 
cutting by its chilling influence. A great commotion ensued ; 
and the Opposition were in a state of confusion, almost 
amounting to despair. 

3. On the publication of the new Order, it was evident to 
the Opposition that, if they consented to continue the discussion 
under the conditions it established, their position would be 
hopeless ; and they debated whether it would not be advisable 
to protest, and leave the Council entirely, such a course being 
the only one yet open to them if they did not take the road of 
their own dioceses. When, however, the bishops in Opposi- 
tion began to reckon up the names of those who would agree 
to this step, their number was found to be small. At first it 
was said that eighty might be depended upon ; but subse- 
quently even the most ardent admitted that from thirty to fifty 
only would be found prepared for so extreme a measure as that 
of leaving the Council. 

4. The publication of this new Appendix caused much alarm 
and disturbance in the ranks of the Opposition, for its inten- 
tion was unmistakable. The new Order had already authorised 
the closing a debate at the judgment and desire of the majority. 
The proposal of Infallibility included a monitum of the Com- 
mission that had approved the " postulatum," and (together with 
the presidents) greatly influenced the direction of the Council, 
by which the time for presenting written observations on the 
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subject itself was limited to ten dajs. A clause was also added 
to the declaration of Infallibility, which distinctly affirmed that 
all who did not submit to the dogma were out of the Church. 
The Opposition saw the danger of their situation ; the majority 
might vote the scheme "De Ecclesia" and the Appendix in 
ten or fifteen days, and then they would find themselves out of 
the Church. If the natural timidity of persons under ecclesi- 
astical discipline be remembered, and the intolerable position 
in which they are placed by being cast out of the pale of the 
Church, as well as all the considerations and precedents that 
bind them, it will easily be understood that the bold step of the 
majority caused the utmost dismay among the minority. The 
most sincere and resolute leaders of the Opposition were greatly 
discouraged, and it almost seemed at that moment as if the 
Civilta Cattolica were right, and that the Jesuits had conquered. 

5. According to their usual practice in moments of imminent 
peril, the Opposition now had recourse to the aid of diplomacy ; 
every one turned for help to the representative of his own 
country, but on this occasion with less success than before. The 
attention of the different Governments of Europe which had 
been aroused and directed to the Council had again subsided, 
and they returned to their former attitude of inaction. 

No excuse can be found for this carelessness at a period when 
such important matters were under discussion — matters in many 
ways directly concerning those very Governments themselves. 
The traditional policy of Rome has always possessed the extra- 
ordinary faculty of turning its misfortunes as well as its suc- 
cesses to its own advantage ; it has profited equally by the 
enthusiasm of bygone centuries, and by the indifference of the 
present age. Such a policy, with a settled line of action, easily 
adapts itself to the difficulties it meets with in order to obtain 
the desired end ; the Vatican party during the Council followed 
this course, and it succeeded. The Governments of Europe 
being impressed with the general decline of religious feeling, 
and therefore with the slight influence it would exercise on the 
life and interests of nations, affected great negligence for all that 
concerned religion. Rome had long profited by this liberty, and 
now the Council benefited by it likewise. The Governments 
laid aside the prevision and caution they usually exercised. 
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The Vatican was not slow to take advantage of this calm, and 
its adherents immediately drew up the scheme " De Ecclesia,** 
which asserts the entire subordination of society to the authority 
of the Pope, with a precision never yet adopted in the formulas 
of the Roman Curia. Whatever opinions may be entertained 
on the decay of religious feeling in general, to overlook what 
was going on in the Vatican Council, was undoubtedly to con- 
found the political with the historical question. Whatever may 
be the future relations of Church and State in conjunction with 
modem institutions ; Catholicism is, de facto et dejure^ the pre- 
dominant, if not the sole religion of the majority of the Latin 
races, and therefore the manner in which it is taught and exer- 
cised, and the individuals to whom is confided its direction, 
cannot be indifferent to civil rulers. 

All the Catholic Governments failed in discharging this duty 
of vigilance with regard to the Council, Bavaria only seeming 
to understand its importance. Some countries were by a singular 
chance incapacitated from exercising any influence in the matter ; 
Spain being in a state of utter disorder, and Italy (as Visconti 
Venosta observed, in reply to a question on the subject in the 
Italian Chambers) being, from political circumstances, disse- 
vered from all relations with Rome, and unable to influence her 
in any way. France held in her hands the fate of the Papacy, 
. France guarded the doors of the Vatican Council, and though 
she did not respect the liberty of others, she ought at least to have 
respected the liberty of her own religion. France ought not to 
have remained deplorably indifferent while her own religion was 
being remoulded and modified anyhow, without endeavouring to 
intervene and to exercise a legitimate influence on the Council ; 
though in her own case the sad result would be that of showing 
herself, according to circumstances, alternately "the Catholic 
nation" or the nation of "89," and as extreme in the one 
character as in the other. 

ti. The French and Austrian ambassadors had met the re- 
iterated appeals made to them by the bishops on the publication 
of the new Order with the greatest official suavity. Their re- 
spective Governments had never really changed the instructions 
given, them from the first — to maintain the strictest neutrality. 
The only exception to this fact (if it be considered of any 
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importance) may be noticed in the official and semi-official 
letters of Count Daru, which produced on the Court of Rome the 
effect already described by Monti, in referring to the tremenda 
vanith di Francia^ which as he expresses it, sid Tehro h nehhia 
che dal sol si doma. It is true that the only result of the last 
remonstrances made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, with a 
view to the reform of the Order, was, if I mistake not, the pub- 
lication of the proposal of Infallibility. The bold and rapid 
strides of the majority, and the faint resistance of the Oppo- 
sition, had for a moment aroused the French Government, which 
then proposed to send orators or envoys to the Council ; but 
the result of this slight movement was to cause the hasty and 
unexpected distribution of the proposal of Infallibility to the 
bishops, and it was said that this sort of coup d'Stat once accom- 
plished, Rome no longer objected to receive the ambassadors 
from France. Indeed, when the entire programme of the Council 
was known, and its discussion commenced, no danger was to be 
apprehended from any Caesarean envoys ; for it was easy to take 
shelter from their representations under the authority of the as- 
sembly, and in the event of their arrival their sole office would 
be quietly to watch the logical development of the official part 
of a drama, the success of which it was already easy to foretell. 
France had undoubtedly proposed to exercise some inter- 
ference in conjunction with the other Catholic powers, but the 
idea was coldly received. Spain and Italy declined to move at 
all in the matter of the Council, the Spanish Minister of Foreign 
Affairs sending a circular to that effect to his diplomatic agents, 
and Visconti Venosta in the speech already mentioned, declaring 
the opinion of the Italian Government. This attempt at com- 
bined action having failed, there was no further talk of orators 
being sent to the Council, either because the Pope interposed 
difficulties, or because the French Government, foreseeing what 
would be the position of its ambassador, thought well to let 
the matter drop, and the diplomatic movement found vent in 
an interchange of letters and explanations between the Vatican 
and the Tuileries. The French ambassador was summoned to 
Paris to give an account of his conduct ; but this sign of 
displeasure was transitory, only for some days was there a talk 
of his definitive recall, and, in fact, the excellent Monsieur de 
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Banneville very soon reappeared at his post in Rome, where 
his influence mainly contributed to encourage the Infallibilists 
and reduce the Opposition to despair. 



II.— A TRUCE. 

1. Death of Goant de Moutalembert — 2. Funeral service in his honour. — 3. More 
petitions by the bisliops.— 4. Article by Dollinger. — 5. Suspension of the 
scheme ** De Eoclesia." 

1. The Count de Montalembert was just dead. He, like a 
few others, had found himself placed in so hard and painful 
a position by the moral ' condition of France and his own 
convictions, that after having striven all his life to sacrifice his 
liberal ideas for the sake of his religion, on his death-bed he 
found himself almost abandoned by his religion on account of 
his liberalism. Many lamented him as an eloquent and learned 
man ; only a few private friends and an inconsiderable party 
could follow him in his laboured mediation between the tem- 
poral power and Infallibility, and could therefore feel his loss as 
a politician, or as the representative of a great idea, excepting 
in so far as his name had strengthened the Opposition, and his 
great talents had helped their cause. His death, however, aroused 
in some measure the religious passions of the Vatican. The letter 
with which Montalembert closed his life, as well as his political 
and religious career, is well known ; * its frank and noble lan- 
guage is a legacy for which generous and liberal minds will 
ever hold him in grateful remembrance ; but it produced a very 
different effect on the ruling party at the Vatican. It seemed 
to arouse the ancient enmity against the liberal Catholic party, 
and the Pope went so far as to speak of M. de Montalembert 
before a large auditory in very unfavourable terms. The friends 
of the Count, however, were determined to render homage to his 
memory, and arranged a funeral service in his honour at the 
Church of Aracopli. This church was particularly connected 
with the Roman municipality, and Montalembert had been 
made a Roman patrician for the good offices he rendered to the 
Government on the occasion of the French expedition to Rome. 

* See Appendix, Document XV. 



124 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [March. 

As soon as the Pope was aware of the intended service, he pro- 
hibited its celebration, and those who were invited to attend 
received notice that the function would not take place on the 
appointed day. Notwithstanding this prohibition, a few bishops 
and members of the diplomatic body, along with some personal 
friends of Montalembert's, went to the church at the time fixed ; 
some because they would not yield to such an arbitrary in- 
junction, and more, because they were really unaware of the 
interdiction issued by the Pope. They found at the church a 
notice similar to that sent round to their houses, and they were 
obliged to depart without even being able to obtain the cele- 
bration of a low mass for the departed, at which they would have 
assisted without any pomp or grand solemnity. This occurrence 
made a deep impression on all, and was the culminating point 
of that phase of oppression, which commencing, with the reform 
of the Order of the Council, had already attained the unlooked- 
for proposal of Infallibility, and now ventured to forbid the 
celebration of a loving and pious service to one who bore the 
name of De M ontalembert. 

2. And now we come to a truce, or rather a movement which 
might be called a step backwards were it not to be succeeded by 
a bound forwards. The Osservatore Romano announced that 
the Pope, wishing to testify his recollection of all the services 
rendered to the Church by Count de Montalembert, had per- 
sonally assisted at a service for the repose of his soul, held in 
the Church of the Traspontina. The truth was that the advisers 
of the Vatican — either of their own accord, or because they were 
aware of the unfortunate impression caused by the intolerance of 
the previous day and were desirous of making up for it — had 
during the night arranged this funeral celebration, at which the 
Pope assisted next morning unknown to all, so that the friends 
of the Count had no chance of being present. 

Europe received by telegraph the announcement of the 
honours paid by the Pope to the memory of M. de Montalem- 
bert, but on those who were cognisant of this event it produced 
a very strange impression. The reasons adduced by the friends 
of the Vatican for having thus endeavoured to prevent a demon- 
stration which, on account of the nature of Montalembert's later 
opinions, might seem undesirable, could not, however, avail to 
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justify the effect produced by the intervention of the authorities, 
and the employment of force, in order to prevent dignitaries of 
the Church, Fathers of the Council, and other persons of posi- 
tion and eminence, from rendering to their friend what even 
the poorest anxiously procure for those they love — the last offices 
after death. And yet this happened in the case of one of illus- 
trious name, who had deser^'ed well of the Church. 

3. The bishops, recovering from their first stupor, and seeing 
how little aid they could expect from diplomacy, had again 
adopted, after much wavering, the plans which had already 
proved so unsuccessful, of framing protests and petitions against 
the Order. In these they demanded chiefly three things : — 
1st. The abolition of the limits of time imposed on the study and 
discussion of the schemes. 2nd. The creation of a mixed Com- 
mission, in which controverted points might be orally debated 
before being altered. 3rd. That all decisions should depend, 
invariably, not on the vote of the majority, but on the moral 
unanimity of the Fathers. 

4. At the very time when the bishops in Opposition made 
these protests in Rome, an article signed by Dollinger appeared 
in the Augsburg Gazette^ which set forth clearly the grounds 
on which the Church of Germany would be compelled to secede, 
unless the Council stopped short of the fatal precipice to which 
its course was tending.* The object of this article was to point 
out that no Council had ever been fettered by an Order, that the 
principal Councils had none at all, and that when an Order was 
first introduced, as in the more recent Councils, it was always 
voted unanimously by the Fathers themselves. The article also 
affirmed that no solemn declarations were ever made in the 
Church, otherwise than with unanimous consent, for this reason ; 
that the Council in a certain sense cannot create new dogmas, 
but can only render testimony to those which rest on the 
universal consent of the Church. According to this principle, 
not only is the majority incapable of making dogmas (which is 
admitted by all), but it cannot even attest them ; for tlie very 
ideas of a majority and a minority are at variance with the idea 
of universality, the latter beginning where the former ends. By 
this important document it appears that a Council which is sub- 

♦ Si*i Appendix, Docnmoiit XVII. 
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jected to a rule not framed by Itself, a Council which creates 
dogmas by its own authority, and in addition to this accepts 
the decision of the majority only, has not the characteristics 
necessary to make it an Ecumenical Council. This opinion, 
in plain words, means that the Vatican Council, under its 
present conditions, would not be accepted as an Ecumenical 
Council by those whose opinions were described in the article. 
Such was the language of Germany ; while in the East protests 
and menaces increased, until an actual split took place among 
the Armenian Catholics on the question of the nomination of 
their bishops, on which point they are extremely jealous. 

5. Whatever weight may be attributed to these manifestations 
of public opinion, or be ascribed to the influence of laymen and 
diplomatists, which, though slight, was yet felt, one thing is 
certain — the immedi&te discussion of the scheme, " De Ecclesia,'' 
and of the Appendix to the declaration of Infallibility, was 
dropped. All that we have described took place during the 
adjournment of the Council, which occurred on the sending 
back of the first schemes and the publication of the new Order. 
Instead of lasting ten days, as announced in the Congregation of 
February 22nd, this adjournment lasted twenty-five days ; and 
when the Council met again it was not occupied with the scheme 
"De Ecclesia," but with the amended schemes, and thus the 
Opposition obtained a little respite from the severe and unex- 
pected pressure which had reduced them to such extremities. 



III.— THE FIRST SCHEMES AGAIN BROUGHT FORWARD. 

1. The first schemes again brought forward.--2. Stormy sitting. — 3. Protest of 
the Bishop of Bosnia and Sirmio.— 4. Speech of the Pope.— 5. Incidents 
relating to the Eastern hidhops. — 6. Theme for a speech at tlio IZonian univer- 
sity. — 7. Withdrawal of some amendments. — 8. lieasons for the same. — 

0. De8|)fttches of Count Daru and of Car.lirial Antonelli. — 10. Ambjissadors. — 
11. Helations betweon France and the Vatican. — 12. The scheme *' De Fide *' 
voted in part.— 13. Catholic Art Exhibition.— 14. The same. 

1. Such was the state of affairs when, on Friday, March 18th, 
the Congregations were resumed after a holiday in which many 
important events had occurred ; the sitting was occupied with 
the scheme " De Fide," now brought forward for the second 
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time, after its emendation, by the proper Commission. Not- 
withstanding its amended form, it met with much opposition. 
Five orators had inscribed their names for the debate, but three 
only liad spoken, when the Congregation was interrupted, that 
the Fathers might attend one of those ceremonies which have 
become frequent of late years, owing to the Pope's fondness 
for outward display. According to an old custom, it was usual 
for the Pope on a Friday in March to descend from his apart- 
ments to the Church of St. Peter, in order to visit the relics 
which are preserved in the gallery behind the tribune ; and on 
this occasion, the sitting of the Council was suspended, and 
the Fathers left the Hall to accompany him. It seems that some 
striking result had been expected from this Congregation, for 
one of the Fathers who favoured the majority suddenly en- 
deavoured, as if by " chance," to obtain a declaration of Infalli- 
bility, but only a small number supported him ; and if the 
Infallibilists had really pre-arranged this surprise during the 
recess they must have been much disappointed at its results. 
No other incident marked the opening of the Congregations. 

2. The next sitting, on Tuesday, March 22nd, was a memor- 
able one, as on that occasion the storm which had long been 
gathering under the pressure of recent events burst forth. Three 
orators contributed to bring it to a climax. First, Cardinal 
Schwarzcmberg, Archbishop of Prague, then the Bishop of 
Grenoble, and finally Strossmayer, the effect of whose speech 
was such that the adjournment of the sitting was called for. 
Tlie principal subjects that provoked the anger of the majority 
were : first, the defence of the proposals made by the Opposition 
for obtaining greater liberty in debate, and rejecting the judg- 
ment of the majority and all the provisions of the new Order ; 
secondly, the continued objections to the amended schemes, as 
still containing excessive and useless condemnations, which the 
Opposition asserted were likely to produce a bad rather than a 
good effect on those who were not Catholics ; and lastly, the 
exception taken to the form of the scheme, which was admitted 
by all to be faulty. Certain words used in attacking the judgment 
of the majority, offended the greater part of the bishops pre- 
sent ; words hinting that delicate comparisons might be drawn 
between the votes of the Fathers according to the importance 
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of the flocks they represented. This question, although a diffi- 
cult one, was, however, absorbed in the more important matter of 
determining whether the unanimity of a Council or the votes of 
a majority of its members should, by its decision, constitute a 
Canon ; and here the first storm arose. 

The intolerance of the majority was further provoked by some 
words in which, while discussing the second subject, justice 
was rendered to certain Protestants by name ; and here a second 
outbreak occurred, more violent than any which had yet taken 
place. Schwarzemberg, whose speech had been the first occasion 
of the storm, was ordered to desist by the legate De Angelis ; and 
on attempting to begin again, met with so much interruption, 
by cries of " sileat " from the majority, that he was obliged to 
omit some of his discourse, and bring it to an abrupt conclusion. 
Strossmayer, who caused the second tempest, was three times 
ordered to stop by the legate Capalti, the last time in a way 
anything but courteous. He replied that he was tired of being 
thus called to order, and thwarted on every point ; that such pro- 
ceedings were incompatible with freedom of debate, and that he 
protested against them. At this a storm broke forth, the Fathers 
left their seats and crowded round the tribune ; threats and 
menaces of every sort — " e suon di man con elle " ;* cries of 
" Viva Pio IX. ! " " Vivan i Cardinali Legati ! " were heard in 
different accents in the no longer venerable assembly. One 
cardinal cried, " You protest against us, we protest against you ; " 
and other utterances equally serious and serene proceeded from 
every part of the hall ; in fact, the uproar was so formidable, that 
some confusion ensued outside, in the church itself. Certain 
partisans of Infallibility, on hearing the disturbance, imagined 
that it signified the spontaneous passing of that dogma by 
acclamation, as had been predicted, and were ready to add their 
shouts of triumph on the happy event ; others, of a contrary 
opinion, prepared to mock at these rejoicings ; and St. Peter's 
was very nearly the scene of a tumult. The ubiquitous gen- 
darme, however, who is the last argument in every discussion, 
and the strongest and most effective instrument of every sort of 
Infallibility, here interfered, ordered off the crowd — who were 

♦ *• Sounds of liands with these." 

Ford's Dante, Inf. Hi., 27. 
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pressing eagerly round the door of the Council Hall, and met 
with no resistance save from the servants of some of the bishops, 
who, on hearing the cries from within, feared that their masters 
were threatened by some dangers in that tumultuous assembly, 
and tried to enter the hall to assist them. 

3. The day after this storm, Strossmayer, having been ad- 
monished by his colleagues that such resistance exceeded the 
limits of what was lawful, took upon himself the sole responsi- 
bility of the occurrence, and presented a protest in his own name 
against the threats and pressure to which he had been subjected 
at the preceding meeting, not only with regard to the question of 
principle, but with regard to all that he had so energetically 
opposed — as the restrictions on freedom of debate, judgment by 
the majority, and the other points which we have mentioned. 

At the first private meeting in which the leaders of the 
Opposition of different countries met together, Strossmayer 
was received with the warmest expressions of regard ; and 
almost all, though they had not actually signed his protest, 
declared themselves in favour of it. 

4. The Pope soon made his opinion on the matter known, 
in a speech he delivered when distributing to the missionary 
bishops the ecclesiastical vestments and ornaments sent from 
Belgium by a society of pious ladies, called "L'CEuvre des 
pauvres Eglises." On this occasion he made many allusions 
to present difficulties, and rendered his meaning evident by the 
words with which he closed his speech — " be united with me, 
and not with revolution." 

Who could possibly have predicted that these good Fathers, 
who, a few years back, were so strong against revolution, would 
now themselves be accused of revolution? Who could have 
told them in 1860, that in the short space of ten years the 
Head of the Church would have included many of them in 
the same class with that very Count Cavour whom they so 
detested, and that by a series of deductions they might find 
themselves at length in that bad company, actually banded with 
Mazzini ! 

Revolution I wondrous word invoked by subjects against 
their rulers, and levelled as a reproach against their subjects 
by those who govern. Rulers who endeavour to degrade Stross- 

K 



130 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [March. 

majers to the level of a Rochefort not infrequently reverse 
the intended result, and raise a Rochefort to the height of a 
Strossmajer, thus rendering both equally instruments of their 
own ruin. 

5. The Pope had directed his speech particularly against 
the Oriental bishops ; and being alarmed at the threats of schism 
from the East, he employed language adapted to the crisis. 
He made use of many loving and considerate expressions 
towards them, as he had done recently on opening the Exhi- 
bition of Catholic Art, and dwelt much on his great regard for 
their religious rites, but strange to say, at the very time when 
his words were thus friendly towards the Orientals, a most 
inexplicable event occurred, an event which had much influence 
on the separation that afterwards took place in the Armenian 
Church. The Vicar-General of the Armenian Archbishop of 
Diarbekir, had severely blamed the Armenian Patriarch Hassoun, 
and the Latin Patriarch Yalerga, both in words and in writing, 
for having caused by their undue servility to Rome great dis- 
pleasure to the Chaldean Patriarch, of whom mention was made 
in a former chapter. It seems that the Pope, upon the com- 
plaint of the Armenian and Latin Patriarchs, intimated to the 
Vicar-General that he should retire to a monastic establishment 
for a short time, as a punishment for his language ; but the latter, 
with the support of his bishop, either declined to obey this 
command altogether, or did not obey it exactly, whereupon his 
arrest was ordered, and he was seized one day while out walking. 
He attempted to resist, and a scandal ensued ; the affair was 
soon known on all sides, and the Turkish Minister, resident at 
Florence, hastened to Rome to take the Armenians under his 
protection as subjects of the Ottoman Porte. It was a singular 
fact that brethren in Christ should find themselves reduced to 
seek protection against His vicar, from whom ? from a Turk 1 
The whole affair was badly managed, and though at first a 
matter of little consequence, was allowed to assume grave pro- 
portions, and became further involved by the fact that a com- 
munity of Armenians, known as the " Frati Antoniani," were 
subjected to persecution of the same sort, the brothers who 
would not obey the injunctions of the ecclesiastical authorities 
ending, after many vicissitudes, by dissolving their community 



March.] EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. 131 

and quitting Rome. Monsignor Pluym, Apostolic delegate at 
Constantinople, in the Pontifical Brief addressed to the Ar- 
menians of the Cilician Patriarchate a few weeks after these 
disturbances, was unwillingly obliged to acknowledge the unfor- 
tunate results thej had produced. Speaking of those who had 
taken part in this affair, the Brief affirmed that 'Mespising 
the laws and authority of the Church, they continued to cele- 
brate with solemn ritual the functions of the sacred ministry, 
although prohibited from exercising them," and alluded to the 
secular clergy and many of the monks at Constantinople, to the 
" Mechitaristi ** of the congregation of Venice, and to all the 
^^Frati Antoniani," including those at Rome, as the persons 
especially compromised in the revolt. This statement was really 
the involuntary denunciation of an incipient schism. 

6. An anecdote was circulated about this time which may be 
taken as an illustration of the spirit prevalent in Rome. On 
account of the death of Padre Modena, one of the two Domini- 
cans who act as Censors of the Press in the office of " Masters of 
the Sacred Palaces," the theological chair of the Roman Univer- 
sity was vacant. The competitors for this office had a theme 
given them on which to write an essay ; a subject was to be 
selected by lot for this theme, and out of thirty the one on which 
the lot fell was " Papal Infallibility," a very strange coincidence. 

7. But we must return to the Council. The sitting of Wed- 
nesday, the 23rd, was tranquil, as is usually the case after a 
storm, and the members of the Opposition who spoke that day 
were for the most part Armenian bishops ; they upheld the views 
of Schwarzemberg and Strossmayer, but the legates and the 
majority offered no interruption. The sitting of Thursday was 
equally quiet ; and on Saturday, the 26th, several of the objec- 
tions to the scheme " De Fide," were withdrawn, and the bishops 
came to an agreement on part of it, so that the Optimists began 
again to indulge hopes of a future third Session, which up to 
the present time had seemed quite out of the question. 

8. In order to understand this sudden calm, it must be ex- 
plained that at one of the international meetings (in which all 
the leaders of the Opposition of different nations consulted 
together), after the scene of the 22nd, they had taken a new step. 
Finding that their petition against the vote of the majority was 

K 2 
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of no avail, they resolved on presenting another formal protest 
to the effect that they rejected all dogmas declared to be such 
bj the majority only, without the unanimous consent of the 
Fathers, and refused to recognise the validity of the Council as 
Ecumenical. This proposal met with so many supporters in the 
meeting, that probably, if carried into execution, it might have 
commanded the adhesion of a considerable portion of the Oppo- 
sition ; it was, in fact, the application of the principles advo- 
cated by Dollinger's article. It was also determined as a corol- 
lary to this plan that the Opposition should reserve their 
strength for the vital questions of the scheme " De Ecclesia," 
instead of wasting it in formal discussions on the scheme " De 
Fide." By this policy they intended to show their wish to be 
as conciliatory as possible, and their sincere desire for peace ; 
twelve amendments prepared by their own party were imme- 
diately withdrawn in conformity with this plan; a period of 
calm succeeded to the recent tempestuous discussions, and the 
first almost unanimous decisions of the Council were obtained. 

9. Meantime the slackening of the zeal and activity of the 
Infallibilists was in some measure explained by the publication 
of the recent note of the French Government. This note had 
clearly been provoked by the Canons published in the Augsburg 
Gazette^ and was forced from Count Daru by the petitions of 
the bishops after the circulation of the new Order. The answer 
of Cardinal Antonelli soon appeared, and the two documents 
threw much light on the state of affairs. The French note re- 
monstrated against the disquieting attitude assumed by the 
Church towards the State in the twenty-one Canons of the 
scheme " De Ecclesia." The answer of the Secretary of State 
was considered a chef-d'ceuvre of diplomatic art ; nor could it 
properly be otherwise, as it had to prove that those Canons 
which affirm that all civil society is entirely subject to the 
Pope were practically of no importance, and need not cause 
any uneasiness to Governments. This was the chief argument, 
which Antonelli tried to enforce. The other point on which 
he dwelt in his answer was more easy of demonstration, namely, 
that as these Canons were to be debated in the Council, no judg- 
ment could be passed on them until that discussion was over. 
But, after their consideration by the Council, the Canlinal 
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might easily protect himself against the importunities of Govern- 
ments bj alleging that when the Church has decided a matter, 
the Secretary of State cannot interfere, and he would have some 
foundation for the statement. The aim of Cardinal Antonelli's 
reply to Count Daru was to delay the mission of the proposed 
Imperial orator, to reassure the French Government, so as to 
prevent its taking any steps in the matter, and whether in con- 
sequence of the ingenuity of the note, or for some other reason, 
he managed to attain his end without encountering any great 
resistance. But being uncertain whether she would have time 
to secure this result, Rome delayed the discussion of the scheme 
^^ De Ecclesia " and with it that on Infallibility, and instead of 
these reproduced some of the old amended schemes for consider- 
ation, and this policy, together with the forbearance manifested 
by the Opposition, explains the truce which prevailed for some 
days. The respite was, however, of short duration, and the 
minority were soon aware that their half-measures would not 
lead to any result. Once reassured, the Curia and the majority 
resumed their former road, a road that, whatever its windings 
may be, has for centuries been directed towards one point, the 
absolute power of the Church, in herself, and over all. A policy 
of this nature, when unduly pressed, will often miss its mark, 
and unless conducted with the utmost dexterity, will be thrown 
back or altogether frustrated, just as it seemed certain of 
success. 

10. The representations of France were short-lived, and the 
talk of a special envoy soon dropped, though at one time it 
was supposed that an ambassador might be sent to Rome, 
accredited both to the Vatican and to the Council. It was 
then said that, notwithstanding all the explanations which had 
been made, M. de Banneville's recall would be final, but this 
was likewise a mistake ; and it appeared probable that he would 
return to Rome simply as ambassador to the Holy See, to 
resume the peaceful exercise of his duties in that capacity as 
heretofore. 

11. The Vatican has long exercised upon France a singular 
influence, by which it attracts and allures her without actually 
winning her adhesion ; and thus, although unable to work any 
real change in her moral condition, the Vatican, whenever it 
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pleases, can render France wonderfully docile to its will. By 
the exercise of this influence, the Vatican has of late years, 
without making any concession on its own part, induced 
France in the plainest contradiction with herself to abjure the 
famous principles of ^'89," and to reinstate and maintain in 
Rome a form of government which was their most explicit and 
conspicuous negation. The Vatican distinctly and loudly 
condemned those principles, as well as the whole constitution of 
modern France, in all the proposals hitherto brought before the 
Council ; and in doing all this it had no other instrument than 
France herself, who, by her soldiers, enabled the Council to pass 
those judgments, and thus actually belied and condemned her- 
self in the doctrines and actions of the Pope. Indeed, France 
has never ventured to assert her own free will in the face 
of the Vatican, a fact that is not to the credit of either party ; 
from the date of the letter to Edgar Ney to that of the note 
of Count Daru, her efforts to assert her independent opinion 
have been confined to inefficacious words and demonstrations of 
such a nature as almost obliged the Roman Chancery to oppose 
them out of courtesy. Even with regard to the Armenian 
question, in which France was compelled to intervene in order 
to keep up her authority in the East, the same fatal spell 
weakened her action, and caused her to adopt very insufficient 
means for remedying the evil. The political effect of the 
disturbances arisen among Eastern Catholics, is to give greater 
power to Russia as the representative of Greek influence ; for 
the Armenians, on breaking loose from Latin Catholicism, 
were obliged to turn to her for protection, being themselves 
surrounded by enemies. France, not daring to go to the root 
of the matter, or to exercise her authority at Rome to prevent 
the wrong, was content with ordering her representative at Con- 
stantinople to show kindness to the dissentient Catholics and 
take them under his protection, thinking thus to mend matters ; 
but if the schism which seemed imminent actually took place, 
under what plea could France protect them ? Not as French 
subjects, certainly; and not as Catholics, for they would no 
longer be such. In the long run, it was easier for Russia to 
help them. Whatever the question at issue may be, the position 
is the same for Franco as for jill other nations. 
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Rome has an independent and separate line of action, which 
she expects them wholly to accept or reject ; but thej, France 
especially, often choose the latter alternative. Many nations, 
nominally Catholic, have very little regard for their religion, 
and endeavour to be liberal, without founding their liberty 
on the necessary basis of all durable freedom — universal consent 
and — the rights of conscience. The Latin races do not seem 
to understand either of these principles; authority with them 
stands instead of both, and when this authority exceeds its due 
limits, they have no other remedy than lawlessness and have 
recourse to revolutions, which by regular and inevitable stages 
bring them back to despotism. 

12. The Congregations met every day from the 28th to the 
31st of March. In these meetings, the greater part of the 
scheme, "De Fide," was voted without much difficulty, and 
almost unanimously for the reasons already stated, a result which 
gave rise to a joke on the scheme, to the effect that at the next 
Session it would be announced to the Catholic world, that the 
Vatican Council had almost unanimously decreed that God had 
created the universe. 

13. An Exhibition of objects of Art applied to Catholic wor- 
ship, was opened at this time, but proved a great failure. It was 
intended to be a sort of adjunct to the Council, and the Pope 
in his inaugural speech declared that Catholic feeling was 
the soul of art, but events almost proved the contrary. At any 
rate, it was evident that the originators of the Exhibition were 
not in sympathy with the modern world ; and the Exhibition 
itself was only another argument to be added to those we 
brought forward in a former chapter when speaking on this 
subject. It was opened in the middle of February, but its popu- 
larity was of short duration ; it attracted little notice, and the 
number of its visitors rarely equalled that of the gendarmes who 
guarded it. 

14. Ancient art was ill represented when compared with the 
collections to be seen on all sides in the churches and palaces of 
Rome, and examples of modern art, though more numerous, 
were of indifferent quality. The sculpture was decidedly 
inferior to that usually seen in such exhibitions ; the pictures 
were of ordinary merit. There was one fine painting by 
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Ceccarini, representing the administration of the Communion in 
both kinds, in the catacombs, to Christians preparatory to their 
martyrdom. This picture was full of feeling and of life, and its 
style was a happy combination of the historical and the " genre," 
which, joined with some romantic handling, is the fashion of the 
day, and most popular in the present century ; it was bought 
by a German baron. 

Passing on to the secondary and industrial arts, there was 
little worthy of praise. Of wood-carvings, though much used in 
churches, there were few examples, and still fewer bronzes ; there 
were some sacred ornaments, but scarcely any musical instruments, 
such as are generally found in industrial exhibitions. Images and 
objects of painted terra-cotta abounded, but these are rather the 
vulgar expression of a material devotion than an artistic mani- 
festation of high religious feeling, and the grand cloisters of 
the Certosa, which served as the Exhibition rooms, were filled 
with a multitude of other things of no value and of doubtful 
taste. Where are the days in which, from Giotto and Andrea 
Pisano to Michael Angelo and Cellini, from the art of the 
builder to the art of the weaver (Arte della Lana), all was 
animated and impelled by the Christian spirit? What subjects 
for contrast might not be found in art as we see it embodied in 
the Church of Santa Maria del Fiore, the Campanile of Giotto, 
the doors of the Baptistery, even in the Vatican itself, and art 
as shown forth by the Roman Exhibition of 1870 ! One cannot 
but feel that active Christian sentiment is manifested more 
worthily by the various specimens familiar to us in interna- 
tional exhibitions which are the work of an industrious and 
intelligent Christian society, than in the ostentation and pomp 
of a so-called special religious exhibition. 
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APRIL. 



L—THE SCHEME «DE FIDE" FOR THE SECOND TIME. 

1. Cessation of diplomatic intervention. — 2. Definitive voting on the scheme. — 
3. Result of the voting. — 4. Easter festivaL — 5. The public Session fixed. — 
6. Third Session. — 7. Impression it produced. 

1. The speech made by Visconti Venosta in the Chamber of 
Deputies at the end of March, in which he declared, in answer 
to some inquiry, that the policy of the Government with regard 
to the Council would be that of non-intervention, was very 
remarkable, not only in itself, but as an indication of the general 
opinion of Europe on the matter. The announcement of this 
policy of non-intervention by the Government the most in- 
terested in the Council, seemed to indicate the cessation of the 
action which the other Catholic Governments had taken at the 
request of the bishops in Opposition, and on the publication of 
the new Order. Count Daru, who was in favour of interven- 
tion, resigned just after he had addressed the despatch we have 
commented on, to the Italian Secretary of State, and had 
recalled M. de Banneville from Rome; and the latter shortly 
after returned to his post. There was no further diplomatic 
interference ; in fact, it had been confined to the philosophical 
considerations of the French note, and a letter almost exactly 
like it emanating from the Austrian Cabinet. The Vatican 
resumed its course, feeling secure against all further interruption 
from that quarter, and as France was just then engrossed in 
the second plebiscite, ordered by the Emperor Napoleon as a 
means of strengthening a Government which, already tottering, 
urgently needed the support of all the proselytes it could gain ; 
the Pope was able to convince himself that the fallibility of 
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the " plebiscite " might be an excellent argument for his own 
Infallibility. 

2. During the early days of April, the Congregations worked 
with much assiduity to hasten the promulgation of the scheme 
" De Fide." On Friday, April 1st, and from the 4th to the 8th, 
the separate parts of the scheme were voted by " rising and 
sitting," and in one Congregation this mode of voting was 
used 100 times, to the great discomfort of the Fathers. The 
amendments to the scheme finally exceeded a hundred. Both 
parties, and especially the Opposition, made every endeavour to 
carry it through. The separate chapters, which were originally 
nine in number, were reduced to four, and on Tuesday, April 
12th, the final and definitive vote by a call of names for the 
scheme " De Fide " took place. It was Tuesday in Holy Week, 
the last day on which a Congregation could be held before 
Easter, as the services of the Passion began on Wednesday. 

3. Notwithstanding the good-will of both sides, out of the 592 
bishops present, 83 gave dissentient votes, some with the formula 
" Non placet," others conditionally with the formula " Placet 
juxta modum." This result was very displeasing to the Pope, 
and to the Cardinal legates, who had hoped to give the foreigners 
present in Rome for Easter the grand spectacle of a public 
Session, as a testimony to the success of the Council, and as an 
adjunct to the festivities of the season. Another Congregation 
was announced for the earliest possible day, the Tuesday after 
Easter. There was a difference of opinion among the legates 
with regard to the scheme; some advising modifications for the 
sake of obtaining unanimity, but Capalti and Bizzarri would 
not hear of any change. 

4. The Easter ceremonies were marked by no particular 
incident, and were less striking than usual, on account of the 
smaller number of strangers present, and also because the 
space occupied by the Council Hall diminished the size of the 
Church of St. Peter and detracted from its grand and imposing 
appearance. 

Moreover, owing to the large number of bishops present in 
Rome, the ceremonies which usually take place in the Sistine 
Chapel, and which have a religious and artistic interest peculiar 
to themselves, were omitted for want of space. 
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5. The Congregation held on Easter Tuesday did not bring 
about any change of opinions, and the Pope, as a last resource, 
resolved to " force the situation," and to proceed with the scheme, 
reckoning that all who dissented under the formula " Juxta 
modum," and many of those who dissented absolutely would 
g^ve way rather than cause scandal by a public resistance ; and 
that no one hardly would venture on repeating " Non placet ** 
at the public session. This calculation was well founded, 
because the differences of opinion on the scheme in question 
were neither important nor remarkable, nor did they touch 
on subjects regarding which the Opposition were already com- 
promised ; so the result justified the Pope's anticipation. 

6. The third public Session of the Vatican Council was held 
on the Sunday after Easter. The usual ceremonies being con- 
cluded, the scheme " De Fide," with its collateral Canons, was 
proposed, and all the Fathers present responded with " Placet." 
Those whose conscience remained inflexible and who would not 
give their consent, were to absent themselves from the Session. 
This course was adopted because it was found that only one 
prelate was in that position, Monsignor Strossmayer, Bishop 
of Bosnia and Sirmio. Strossmayer, being placed in the 
dilemma of either causing scandal by separating from his 
colleagues in Opposition, who had determined on pronouncing 
the "Placet," or of betraying his own convictions, preferred 
to absent himself altogether; and his protest, though almost 
unobserved at the time, subsequently acquired great value from 
his consistent conduct with regard to all the other and more 
important business of the Council. 

7. It is impossible for a person not an eye-witness of the 
ceremony to understand the feeling it conveyed of the utter 
isolation of that grave assembly from the rest of the world, the 
very world, in fact, which it was intended to represent. The 
first Session had commanded some amount of attention, and 
had drawn many to witness its ceremonies from motives of 
curiosity, love of novelty, and perhaps even from the hope of a 
good result, but on this last occasion there were few people 
present in St. Peter*s, and fewer still paid any attention to the 
proceedings of the Council. No one listened to the reading of 
these formidable precepts of the Church ; no one knew what 
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was going on ; to the public the Council Hall was merely a 
spectacle, and nothing more. It did not occur to the by- 
standers that, being Catholics, they would retire to rest that 
night with the obligation of a new set of declarations, and 
articles of faith weighing on their intellect and conscience. 
The only person whom I heard make an observation to this 
effect was a schismatical Greek, and the answer of the Catholic, 
to whom he addressed himself, did not indicate that the decrees 
would meet with much obedience. The curiosity felt at the first 
Session no longer prevailed, and the present ceremony was 
merely considered an addition to the long list of those observed 
at the Vatican. Indeed, at the time, very few were either aware 
of, or reflected on the decree thus promulgated, and those few 
agreed that the declarations of the scheme were, on the whole, 
mild and moderate. Its subjects were hardly such as could fix the 
wavering attention of society at the present day, and even for 
those who, from particular circumstances, are drawn to their 
consideration they are unimportant, because the matters they 
contain are for the most part no longer of interest, besides, the 
way in which they are treated is such as to render any practical 
results unlikely. The scheme (observed many people) can 
make rules for the Church, but "concerning those that are 
without," St. Paul himself says if I mistake not "quid ad nos?" 
To reiterate to those that are within the fold the primary foun- 
dations of their faith may seem at least superfluous. 

As we remarked elsewhere, the condemnatory character of 
this scheme was, at the first, the reason for its being sent back ; 
it was then reformed, but still retained its original defect. The 
Catholic Church had already condemned Pantheists, Ration- 
alists, Materialists, and also Protestants ; the latter, since they 
separated from the Church, the others ever since the Church 
existed, because those condemnations are embodied in all the 
successive explanations of faith that the Church has issued, and 
are therefore included substantially and absolutely in the belief 
of Catholics. But with regard to those who "are without," 
those who are neither Catholics nor Christians, such condem- 
nations possess neither authority nor practical effect. To de- 
clare that a person is anathema, is to declare him out of the 
Church ; but if he never was in it how can he be cast out ? 
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how does this judgment affect him ? Such were the observa- 
tions generally made by those (and thej were not many) who 
interested themselves in the matter. As the Vatican Council 
would not obey the mission which seemed to be imposed on it 
by the laws of the age, that is to introduce the reforms which the 
lapse of time renders necessary and which the conditions of the 
Church permit, it was compelled by the force of circumstances 
either to remain stationary and inactive, — a disposition which is 
exemplified in the scheme " De Fide," — or to press forward in 
the road of absolute authority, as it endeavoured to do in the 
scheme " De Ecclesia." 



n.— THE FIRST SCHEME «DE FIDE." 

1. Comparison of the first and second schemes. — 2. The same. — 3. Description of 
first scheme. — 4. The same. — 5. The same. — 6. Oonsideraiions. — 7. Further 
refiections.— 8. On faith. — 9. The connection of faith and science.— 10. Dog- 
matic theology.— 11. Close of observations on first scheme.— 12. Annotations. 

1. In order to appreciate the mild and moderate character of 
the scheme as amended, it is necessary to compare it with the 
original text as at first drawn up, a comparison which was most 
useful at the time of its promulgation, as an evidence of the 
beneficent influence exercised by the Opposition and as afibrd- 
ing ground for hope in the future. 

2. We will first describe, as nearly as possible, the original 
form of the scheme. After a long preface, which indicated 
all the enemies to be combated, or the many antichrists who 
at the present day endeavour to subvert religion and reduce 
mankind to a state of unbelief, the scheme divided its subject 
into three parts. In the first, it condemned absolute Rationalism 
under its three manifestations. Materialism, Pantheism, and 
Rationalism, properly so called ; in the second, it condemned 
semi-Rationalism, introduced into Catholic doctrines; and in 
the third it condemned, partially, various other errors which 
spring from Rationalism. 

3. The first chapter began with the title, " Condemnatio Mate- 
rialism! et Pantheismi," and after describing and condemning 
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these errors, it concludes with a profession of faith in God. 
^^ Una singularis, simplex omnino, et incommutabilis essentia, 
aeternus et necessario existens intellectu ac voluntate, omnique 
perfectione infinitus :" who '* profitendus est super omnia quae 
praeter ipsum sunt aut concipi possunt infinite exaltatus." The 
heading of the following chapter was " Condemnatio Rational- 
ismi." In this the scheme first recognises the power of human 
reason to attain by itself to a knowledge of God, and then pro- 
ceeds to assert that if God were pleased to manifest Himself only 
through revelation, in that case reason must subject itself en- 
tirely. It affirms that this hypothesis has by providential arrange- 
ment been actually confirmed, so that it forms the basis of the 
Christian religion, and concludes by condemning all those 
who exalt reason as a supreme law, and standard of good, 
above faith and revelation. This chapter ends by fervently 
exhorting rulers to preserve instruction free from such pes- 
tilential error, and warns them against that sort of secondary 
Rationalism which creeps into wholesome study, and by which 
verhum veritatis rum recte tractatur. 

These two last clauses really express the intention of the com- 
pilers of the scheme, just as the intention of a letter is very 
often revealed in its postscript. The systematic suspicion and 
the infinite precautions they contain against all that emanates 
from reason alone, and the insertion in such a document as the 
decree of a Council (which by right concerns only doctrinal 
and speculative matters), of an intemperate mandate to Govern- 
ments to guard the faith by all the means in their power, 
characterise a party which leaves unmistakable traces on all it 
touches. 

4. The third chapter bore the heading, "De divinae revela- 
tionis fontibus in Sacra Scriptura et traditione." It affirmed the 
Divine inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, according to the text 
sanctioned by the Council of Trent and the truth of the inter- 
pretations contained in the traditions and infallible judgment 
of the Church. 

The fourth chapter, ^^ De supernaturalis revelationis necessi- 
tate," was on the necessity of a supernatural revelation, not 
only because by it might be accomplished the rapid and 
universal diffusion (impossible through any other means) of 



April.] EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [ 143 

that which reason with all its powers often finds it hard 
to understand; but also because God, wishing to raise man 
above the order of nature, could not bring him to a knowledge 
of what is superior to reason, otherwise than through faith, 
reason being incapable of attaining of itself to the knowledge 
of supernatural dogmas which are beyond the reach of our 
natural faculties. From this argument, logically conducted, 
the scheme suddenly comes to the postscript^ that is to say, 
to a conclusion like that of the second part, which by means 
of a few vague and undetermined phrases tends to further 
the constitution of an unlimited authority. The conclusion 
states the duty of recognising ^^ supematuralis revelationis 
maximum beneficium," even in those matters which are not 
^^ imperviae " to human reason, that is to say, which can be 
treated of by reason, and the practical interpretation of this 
is simply that such matters are to be voluntarily subjected 
to the guidance of revelation. Every one can perceive the 
consequences which naturally result from such a doctrine, for 
those who are its depositaries and natural interpreters, and 
consequently for the Vatican. 

5. The fifth chapter is entitled ^^ De mysteriis fidei in divina 
revelatione propositis," and condemns all who say that it is pos- 
sible by reason and philosophy to search out the mysteries of 
faith. At first sight this condemnation seems equivalent to a 
prohibition of seeing when it is dark. If, however, its real 
intention is to contemplate the case of a person endeavouring in 
this darkness to guide himself by the light of reason, leaving 
the result out of consideration, it is difficult to understand the 
grounds for the condemnation. We owe many works by the 
Fathers, such as the " De Trinitate " and the " De Opere sex 
dierum " of Saint Augustine, to just such a case, and not only 
does the Church acknowledge these writings, but she adopts 
them and regards them with great honour. 

6. The sixth chapter is entitled ^' De fidei divinae distinctione 
a scientia humana," and here again our first impression is, that 
an effort is made to distinguish between two things which could 
never be confounded. This chapter is a sort of sequel to the fifth, 
condemning those who do not distinguish between Divine faith 
and human science, and who believe, not because our belief is a 
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matter of Divine revelation, but because we can ourselves attain 
to it by natural means. It is difficult to see the meaning of this 
condemnation taken literally, and bearing in mind the subject 
indicated in the heading of the chapter, for every one is aware 
of the difference between faith and knowledge. 

Who is not sensible that by faith we accept that which 
we do not know? We must look for the real object of the 
scheme in its explanation, which affirms that if any one should 
delude himself by trying to reconcile faith and reason, and by 
elucidating so far as he can the former by the latter, such a 
consolation is to be denied him, in order that the renunciation 
of reason may be absolute and entire, an act of sacrifice and 
not an act of homage. This conclusion reveals, in its obscure 
and mysterious language, the spirit of those who framed the 
scheme. Unceasing war to reason, on those points where it 
can properly be exercised, as much as on those where it must 
yield, and a systematic and constant mistrust of its guidance, 
are integral parts of that order of ideas which has long and per- 
sistently prevailed in the direction of Catholic institutions. Such 
guidance tends to weaken and often to confuse the natural judg- 
ment of men, it creates and favours unreasonable and superstitious 
habits, and is a bar to the progress of civilisation among those 
nations where the full and free action of this scheme has been felt 

7. Under the seventh heading, '^De necessitate motivorum 
credibilitatis," the scheme (having in the previous chapter 
cautioned man against his own reason), condemns with an 
anathema all who deny that the truth may be rendered evident 
by external signs (miracles). As the Gospel contains many 
miracles, to begin to affirm their possibility after nineteen cen- 
turies seems inopportune and superfluous, and here again we 
must look for the real meaning of this condemnation elsewhere 
than in its actual words. While the sixth chapter teaches us to 
doubt what seems reasonable, the seventh condemns us if we 
hesitate to accept what actually appears unreasonable. The 
reproduction of the ideas of these two chapters, if taken literally, 
would have no aim ; but the intention of thus combining them is 
to inculcate their practical application, and to favour their in- 
fluence among Catholic populations. The frequent result of 
such teaching is this, that people finding themselves abandoned 
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in the darkness of the supernatural, without the safe guidance of 
reason, easily become a prey to that vague mystical feeling 
which is often superstitious, not infrequently fierce and sullen, 
always prejudicial, and always a serious obstacle to the acqui- 
sition of the energetic and useful habits of civilised life. 

All these ideas and their practical results which we have 
now pointed out, are hidden and implied rather than openly 
expressed in the measured phrases of the above-mentioned 
chapter ; their real meaning is shown by their order and connec- 
tion with those that precede, still more so by the traditional use 
and constant application of their principles that have long pre- 
vailed in the economy of the Church. 

The moderation in words is a concession, a sort of homage to 
the spirit of the age, which, unlike the scheme, worships the 
goddess of reason, and wages constant war against all super- 
natural events (at least against all those of a religious character) 
which it runs down ; while at the same time it exalts reason by 
all the means in its power, especially invoking for the purpose 
the help of science and of public opinion. 

8. The eighth chapter, " De supematurali virtute fidei et de 
libertate voluntatis in fidei assensu," condemned all who do not 
acknowledge faith as a supernatural gift of God, rather than as 
a natural and necessary persuasion of reason. This again is so 
obvious in Catholic belief, that its repetition is useless, but the 
warnings on this subject are endless, and we are told to guard 
against reason, to repudiate the use of reason, not only when it 
attacks faith, but when it intervenes as a support and help to 
faith. The ninth chapter was in the same strain, ^^ De necessi- 
tate et supematurali firmitate fidei." This chapter, a very obscure 
one, condemned those who say that the condition of the faithful 
(or Catholics) is the same as that of those who have not yet 
come to the one true fold, so that it should be lawful for Catholics 
to doubt the faith received sub Eccksice MagisteriOy and to sus- 
pend their judgment until its credibility and veracity be demon- 
strated according to the rules of human science. This chapter 
was directed, as it seems, against the two particular tendencies 
of the present century, reciprocal tolerance, and the spirit of 
debate, and perhaps on that account its sentences were involved 
in obscurity ; and like those of the sixth and seventh chapters, 

L 
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were couched in terms of moderation that the compilers did not 
always adopt in other parts of this scheme, nor in the others, 
especially that " De Ecclesia." 

9. The scheme having been occupied up to this point with faith 
in itself, began in the tenth chapter to regulate the connection 
between faith and science under the heading, '^ De recto ordine 
inter scientiam humanam et fidem divinam ;" and from the very 
beginning submitted all science to the judgment of the Church, 
with a course of reasoning which, apart from what it may con- 
tain that is just and true from a Catholic point of view, loses 
much of its force when one reflects that the practical application 
of these doctrines consisted for the most part in subjecting the 
laboured emanations of human intelligence, and even of human 
genius, to the narrow and ignorant tyranny of some obscure 
censor; who, endeavouring amid distrust and suspicion to re- 
concile the progress of science with the integrity of the faith, 
might end by producing a condition of intellectual culture 
similar to that which has prevailed in Spain, some parts of 
Italy, and in Mexico. 

The eleventh chapter reverted to the argument, " De incom- 
mutabili veritate illius dogmatum sensus quem tenuit et tenet 
Ecclesia." Even here the scheme violently hurled its reproaches 
against those who hold that any intervention of reason and human 
philosophy is lawful in the explanation of dogmas. Reason again I 
nothing but reason ! One might almost think that reason were 
the enemy, or, to adopt its own words, the most formidable of the 
antichrists against which this voluminous scheme contended. 

10. In the twelfth chapter we seem to have gone back to the 
third century, " De unitate diviuEe naturae seu essentiae in tribus 
distinctis personis." The thirteenth is headed " De divina 
operatione tribus personis communi, et de Dei libertate in 
creando." It was certainly time to leave some liberty to the 
Almighty, the acknowledgment of His retrospective power of 
creating the world was due to Him from the theologians of the 
Vatican, as a compensation for all the liberty in governing it, 
which they took away. 

The fourteenth chapter is " De Jesu Christo una divina per- 
sona in duabus naturis, de redemptione et vicaria pro nobis 
satlsfactione," &c. One would imagine we were living in the 



Apbil.] eight months AT ROME. 147 

days of Nestorius, or some such period. Not content with 
having begun again at the work of redemption, the scheme in the 
fifteenth chapter goes back to the days of Adam. '^ De com- 
muni totius humani generis origine ab uno Adam, et de natura 
humana una composita ex anima rationali et corpore.'' It is 
certainly impossible to carry the question beyond this. 

11. The sixteenth chapter affirmed the intervention of the 
supernatural, or Providence, in the world, not only in its events, 
but in the moral order of ideas that prevail in it, and declared 
that man without the aid of supernatural grace could not attain 
the heights of justice and virtue. All this is comprised under 
the heading '^ De ordine supernaturali et de supematurali statu 
originalis justitiae." The seventeenth heading is *' De peccato 
originali et de pcena sterna destinata cuilibet mortali peccato," 
and from it one would imagine that the mysterious dogmas of 
original sin, and of eternal punishment, were now for the first 
time to be established in Catholicism. 

The eighteenth was ^^ De supematurali ordine gratis quae 
nobis per Christum redemptorem donatur." This chapter entered 
into the whole theory of grace as completing the Christian 
edifice, and condemned all who deny that Divine grace is a 
supernatural gift, permanent and inherent in the soul, or who 
think that they may attain to Christian justification by their 
own natural strength. 

12. This was the last chapter, and it was followed by long 
annotations and comments. The first was on the inscription 
with which all the schemes opened — " Pius Episcopus sacro 
approbante Concilio." I ought, according to chronological order, 
to have spoken more fully of this title before, as it was debated 
in the assembly, where it gave great offence to the Opposition, 
and became the subject of g^ave remonstrance on the part of 
its leaders ; but public opinion gave little heed to the matter 
at first ; the petition against it was lost among the many others 
with which the Opposition filled the Vatican Hall, and thus I did 
not enter into the question when it first arose. The subject is, 
however, too important to be passed over without some observa- 
tions, now that the annotations of the scheme which originally 
drew attention to it afford a suitable occasion for its consideration. 
We may really say that the whole significance of the Vatican 
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Council is expressed in the title of the schemes. The decrees of the 
Council of Trent bore the inscription, '* Sacrosancta oecumenica 
et generalis Tridentina synodus in Spiritu Sancto legitime con- 
gregata prssidentibus apostolicae sedis legatis." The decrees of 
the Vatican Council on the contrary are headed thus, " Pius 
Episcopus sacro approbante Concilio." The difference between 
these two formulas is such, that we cannot be surprised at the 
resistance made by the Opposition to the second ; or that Stross- 
mayer very ably pointed out that the new title was not an innova- 
tion in form only, but that it substantially changed the standard of 
the authority of an Ecumenical Council. However, the Opposition 
obtained no redress, and the original title remained untouched. 
The reasons for this formula were given in the annotations on the 
scheme " De Fide," which declared it to be the most suitable 
in Councils presided over by the Pope in person ; in the same 
way that his representatives in the special Congregations of the 
Vatican Council, were called presidents instead of legates, which 
IS their designation in ordinary Councils where the Pope is not 
present. To this Strossmayer replied that he wished the Pope 
did preside personally ; but that as he never was present at the 
discussions in which all the real work of the Council was carried 
on, the reason given, did not justify the great innovation in the 
inscription. The other side then urged that the Council must 
be considered under the presidency of the Pope, as he was in 
the Vatican, and was personally present at the public meetings, 
the only ones in which the Council passed authoritative decrees. 
In fact, Rome was firm on the point, and the title was carried like 
the Order, and all else which was desired, "<?(?& dove si puoteJ*^^ 
The annotations of the scheme were twice as voluminous as the 
text, and contained the reasons and explanations of the same. 
Its form was so little in harmony with the habits of modem 
thought and science, so unscientifically expressed, in so dry a 
style, and in such pedantic language, that it will easily be 
believed that it met with little favour in the assembly. Every 
one may remember the lively assaults to which it was sub- 
jected, and the eloquent speeches by the Opposition against it ; 

♦ ■< It is 80 willed there where is power to do 
That which is willed/* 

— LoNaPEUX)w'8 Dante, Inf, iii. 95-96. 
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but reminiscences soon fade away, and as the discussion was 
then a purely verbal one, only a few reports of those speeches 
remain which were taken down by the shorthand writers, and 
now rest in eternal slumber among the secret archives of the 
Council. 



in.— THE SECOND SCHEME "DE FTOE." 

1. The 8cheme as a whole. — 2, Firat and second chapters. — 3. Third chapter. — 
4. Fourth chapter. — 5. Observations of the bishops. — 6. Their influoice. — 
7. Continued observations. —8. Difficulties that beset the scheme. — 9. Reasons 
for describing the scheme. — 10. Note of the North-German Confederation. 

1. When this scheme appeared for the second time, after all 
the events we have narrated, it was keu quantum mutatus ab illo ! 
It only contained in the second edition an introduction and four 
chapters, in which part of the matter of the first scheme was 
condensed, the rest being either consigned to oblivion or tempo- 
rarily laid aside. The four chapters of the second scheme are 
entitled: — 1. " De Deo rerum Omnium Creatore." 2. " De Reve- 
latione." 3. "DeFide.'' 4. ** De Fide et Ratione." The entire 
bulk of the second scheme does not exceed thirty-one pages, 
whereas the first numbered more than one hundred and forty. 
The introduction to the second scheme is longer, and indicates 
its subjects more fully, pointing out Naturalism from the first as 
an enemy to be combated, in which term. Pantheism, Rationalism, 
Indifierentism, and Atheism are all included. There is no 
mention here, and very little afterwards, of the so-called semi- 
Rationalism so much made of in the first scheme. 

2. The first chapter contains in summary all that was said 
in the first chapter of the former scheme, leaving out the 
nominal condemnations of Pantheism, Materialism, &c. ; it con- 
tains likewise the confession of belief in God, with all His 
attributes, declaring that He is one in substance, distinct in 
nature and essence, liherrimo consiliOj Creator of the world. 

The second chapter contains a compendium of all that was 
said in the second, third, and fourth chapters of the first scheme 
on Revelation and on the books that contain it, which Deum 
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hahent auctoreniy and are sanctioned by the Council of Trent and 
the tradition of the Church. With regard to Revelation, there 
is a notable difference in the text of the two schemes. The 
first contained a chapter with the heading, " On the necessity of 
Revelation." The new one omits that chapter entirely, almost 
as if it no longer considered Revelation to be essential. 

3. The third chapter contains an abridgment of all the 
matters of the first scheme from Chapter 1st to 9th, that is to 
say, the subjection of reason to faith, not by an intellectual 
operation, but by the authority of revelation, the possibility of 
external signs, such as miracles, prophesies, &c. ; the gift of 
grace, the supremacy of the Church, and her perfection when 
contrasted with other confessions and creeds, of which latter the 
present text affirms that they falsam religionem sectantur^ whilst 
the old text was more moderate on the subject, saying only that, 
adjidem unice veram nan pervenerunt. The end of this chapter 
likewise asserts that it is impossible to doubt or to change the 
faith taught by the Church, and states all that was contained in 
the ninth chapter of the old scheme on this point. 

4. The fourth chapter is on the relation between reason and 
faith ; and here the difference between the two schemes is most 
apparent. This fourth chapter includes pretty nearly all the 
contents of the tenth and eleventh chapters of the old scheme, 
with the addition of the precepts on the connection between 
faith and science scattered through other chapters. The in- 
tolerable pedantry with which reason is denounced, under the 
name of semi-RationaUsm in the first scheme, is here omitted ; 
and the relation between reason and faith is treated of less 
absolutely. 

In fact, all the doctrines of the second scheme are relatively 
moderate. And were it not that practical experience has shown 
how far the results of that jus^ acknowledged in the Church as 
divinitus falsi nominis scientue oppositiones proscribendi extend, 
the same character of moderation might be accorded to some 
of its ideas on the great questions raised among Catholic 
societies by modern civilisation. There is no mention whatever 
in the new scheme, of the matter contained in the old one, 
between the twelfth and the last chapter. The doctrinal parts 
then follow, the Canons corresponding to each of the headings ; 
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and last of all a sort of Appendix, which explains briefly the 
reason and the method of the emendation of the first scheme. 

5. We have now described the scheme " De Fide " in its 
amended form, and prepared for the public Session, the changes 
made in it before its promulgation in the Session of April 24th 
being few and unimportant. Its consideration for the second 
time took place under the new Order, and consequently the ob- 
servations on it were for the most part in writing, and distri- 
buted to the bishops, so that we have more records of them. 
It is curious and important to observe, as a means of estimating 
the final result of all these events, that most of the annotations 
made by the bishops on the second scheme (already amended in 
an Infallibilist sense) are in the direction of exaggeration and 
restriction. For instance, a bishop tries to introduce Infalli- 
bility into the scheme as an accessory, by saying that " licet 
omnibus Ecclesiae necessitabus per ordinarium Summi Pontificis 
regimen et magisterium satis fuerit provisum, tamen," &c. Two 
or three other prelates proposed similar amendments. The intro- 
duction, in particular, was marked by their observations. The 
Infallibilists preferred writing, and the Opposition speaking, 
feeling that they had most eloquence on their side, and also 
that, being in the minority, speaking was the best means of 
gaining strength and of spreading their ideas. Still the great 
predominance of Infallibilist opinions in those annotations throws 
much light on the history of the Council. The introduction 
received various unimportant changes from the annotations. 
The observations on the first chapters, ^^ De Deo rerum omnium 
creatore," were numerous, and entirely in an Infallibilist sense. 
There are a few remarks by independent and more liberal 
bishops ; one proposing the suppression of Canons in the scheme, 
judging the decrees as quite sufficient ; and another proposing 
to omit the anathema, and to condemn errors only, and never 
persons. 

6. No notice was taken of these observations, and the first 
chapter re-appeared at the final publication of the scheme in 
almost the same form as at its promulgation. The only change 
was the addition of the last paragraph, and the omission of a word 
in the first, which was done at the instigation of the one bishop 
who had succeeded in carrying his emendations on this chapter. 
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One annotation proposed the substitution of '* Sancta Catholica 
Ecclesia" for "Romana Catholica Ecclesia." Another, more 
modestly, proposed '* Catholica et Romana ; " and, on failing to 
obtain the conjunctive particle, pleaded for the insertion of a 
comma only, between Catholica and Romana^ but even this was 
in vain. The oral debate on this subject was much hotter than 
appears from the written observations, but it was unsuccessful. 

The majority would not yield, and the only variation obtained 
in the formula was the change from ^^ Sancta Romana Catholica 
Ecclesia," to ^^ Sancta Catholica Apostolica Romana Ecclesia." 
The protesting bishop obtained a transposition of words instead 
of a comma, and the Church of Rome preserved its prerogatives 
untouched. 

7. Of the many observations on the second chapter, those are 
worthy of notice which tended to allow more scope to the natural 
perception of God in the conscience of Catholics, otherwise this 
chapter underwent scarcely any change. 

The annotations on the third chapter were numerous, but of 
slight consequence for the laity ; the doctrinal part of the scheme 
was somewhat modified in form, but scarcely at all in sub- 
stance. One remark frequently made by the bishops we also 
have alluded to, and it is this, that most of those condemna- 
tions concern persons out of the Church, but, as one of the pre- 
lates justly observes, qui non credit^ jam judicatus est. Many 
observations are also made on the fact that the opening formula 
of the scheme is " Pius Episcopus," instead of " Sancta Syno- 
dus Ecumenica." These are the few traces of independent 
opinion, and of sincere concern for the dignity and liberty of the 
Church which we meet with in perusing the records of the time ; 
and, owing to their small number, they are lost in the existing 
mass of obsequious testimony and theological subtleties. The 
Canons remained intact, excepting one on the connection be- 
tween faith and reason, which was omitted in consequence of the 
remarks of the bishops. It condemned those who entertain 
opinions which, though not declared to be heretical, are yet con- 
trary to the mind of the Church. With this exception the text, 
when finally promulgated, was almost identical with that sent 
back to the assembly after the first emendation. 

8. In the debate on this scheme there were two subjects of 
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difficulty which divided the Fathers for some time, notwith- 
standing their good-will. The first was the addition of the word 
Romana added with an exclusive sense to Catholica Ecclesia^ the 
second, the suppressed Canon. 

On the first point there were many petitions for the elimina- 
tion of the word Romana. One bishop very ingenuously re- 
counted the fact that in his English diocese some latid had been 
left by will to the ^' Catholic Church," and that the Anglicans 
had appropriated it on the plea that they were really the 
Catholic Church, the so-called Catholic Church being styled 
Roman Catholic. The Roman Church, for whom this designa- 
tion was of great import, paid no regard to the land lost by 
the bishop, but maintained the title, only deigning to grant the 
wish of the more moderate among the Opposition, who begged 
for the addition of all the other titles as ^^ Sancta Apostolica," 
&c. More explanation is needed on the second subject. 

In the text of the scheme was a Canon (the 3iti I believe) 
which condemned those who held opinions contrary to the mind 
of the Church, even though not declared heretical. At the end 
of the scheme, after the Canons, came an Appendix, which 
contained a sort of indefinite injunction (monemus) to Catholics 
to observe all those constitutions and decrees of the Holy See, 
directed against errors which are not exactly heresies, but yet 
are akin to them. 

These two parts of the text completed each other, because, as 
every one must see, the Appendix was contemplated and com- 
prehended by the Canon in such a way that the simple monemus 
was in fact a decided condemnation referring to that in the 
third Canon. The resistance on this point was most serious, 
and nearly all the eighty-three members of the Opposition who 
had answered " Non placet," or " Placet juxta modum," at the 
voting of the scheme, turned their attention to the subject. 

Although, as we have seen, the Canon was suppressed, the 
Appendix and the disputed paragraph remained unaltered, and 
the Opposition thought that, from what I might call their ambi- 
guous wording, and the fact of their juxtaposition, they might 
easily, even without the Canon, be so construed as to indicate 
and establish the sole and absolute dominion, or, in other words, 
the personal Infallibility of the Pope. 



154 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [Apru. 

9. We do not intend to follow in detail the progress of the 
other schemes, which would be entirely beyond the limits of the 
present work, but have dwelt at length upon this one, in order 
to convey to our readers a clear idea of the way in which the 
Council was managed, and of the spirit that guided its delibe- 
rations. We have considered the scheme " De Fide," as it 
appeared at the opening of the Council, and after its first 
amendment, and have seen that though the difference is great, 
the changes that it underwent in the debate between its second 
appearance and its final publication were of slight importance, 
and here we have an answer to the question which was asked at 
first on all sides as to the fate of the amended schemes. 

10. The few changes actually made in the scheme on this 
second occasion were probably due in some measure to diplomatic 
intervention recently provoked by the insertion in it of certain 
strictures on Protestants. The North-German Minister, accre- 
dited to the Holy See, addressed a violent and menacing note on 
the subject to the Roman Secretary of Stat^>either because really 
offended by these expressions, or in order to flatter the Opposi- 
tion and the opinions prevailing in the Catholic provinces of 
Germany, and intimated that such words were likely to diminish 
the obedience due from those subjects to the King and to the 
Prussian authorities ; he added, moreover, that should the Prussian 
bishops accept the document and become sharers in it, proceed- 
ings would be taken against them. This made a deep impres- 
sion, the Prussian Cabinet not having shown such resentment 
against the Vatican before. The remonstrance had the greater 
effect owing to its novelty, and it was generally believed that the 
relative moderation of the scheme was owing in some degree to 
the note. We will not examine the particulars of the scheme as 
published on April 24th at the public Session, for every one 
can study it for himself.* When considered as a whole, and 
with regard to the circumstances of its production, one must 
give it credit for some degree of moderation ; and were it not 
for the last paragraph, which made such an advance towards 
Infallibility, even the Opposition might have been in great 
measure content, and many might have hoped that in future 
the decrees would bear the same temperate character. 

♦ See Appendix, Document XVIII. 
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MAY. 



I.— THE SCHEME « DE EOCLESIA" FOR THE SECOND 

TIME. 

1. The scheme **De parvo Catechismo " for the second time. — 2, The scheme 
*' De Ecdesia ** sent back. — 3. Returns modified. — 4. The scheme " De paryo 
Gatechismo " is Yoted.~5. Its amendments are voted and the scheme is laid 
aside. — 6. The debate on the scheme ** De Eoolesia" is opened.— 7. It is oon- 
tinned. — 8. Speech of the Pope on giving the prizes at the Exhibition of 
Catholic Art— 9. Speech against Infallibility. 

1. The public Session of April 24th was succeeded by a 
short recess, during which the scheme on the short Catechism 
was distributed for the second time, being the last of the four 
schemes published previous to the famous ^'De Ecclesia." It 
had been amended by the bishops like that ^' De Fide," but its 
spirit had, in reality, been subjected to very slight modification, 
the real intention of the scheme being to substitute one Cate- 
chism for all the various forms hitherto used by different 
churches in the Catholic world. The fact of the order of busi- 
ness being thus changed, and the two schemes, '^ De Episcopis " 
and " De Moribus Clericorum," which should, by rights, have 
followed that " De Fide," being put aside for " De Catechismo," 
the shortest and the last, clearly indicated the wish of the autho- 
rities to expedite matters as much as possible. People began to 
feel that the moment was approaching in which the truce would 
end and the strife recommence, a strife which this time would 
be decisive. 

The first Congregation held after the recess was on Friday, the 
29th of April, when, a short report having been read, the debate 
" De parvo Catechismo " began. It terminated the following 
day, although it met with deep and serious resistance, so great 
was the desire of hastening on. The Giomale di Roma of that 
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day, perhaps unable to contain its impatience, by an exception 
to its usual practice, made the conclusion of the debate known 
to the public, who otherwise remained in complete ignorance of 
what passed in the Council. Thus, the famous scheme towards 
which all the business of the Vatican Council gravitated, after 
having been sent back and amended, now reappeared. 

2. For the third time within six months was this question, so 
fundamental in the constitution of the Church, brought under 
discussion. The first time it was attempted to obtain the 
declaration of Infallibility by acclamation ; the second time, in 
March, it was attempted to carry a petition suddenly in favour 
of Infallibility ; and now, for the third time, the question was to be 
fought again with all the strength we cannot say of both parties, 
as the word strength is scarcely applicable in regard to the 
Opposition. Still connection and talent are always powerful, 
even when undisciplined, and we must remember that the favour 
of the day made up in some degree to the minority for their 
lack of numbers and of organisation. 

3. The scheme " De Ecclesia " was not presented for discus- 
sion the second time in a complete form. By virtue of that im- 
personal and all-powerful authority which governed the Vatican 
Council, the scheme had been amended or rather mutilated with- 
out any discussion ; and during this process the first part of it 
had remained in the laboratories of the Vatican, to be repro- 
duced perhaps on some future occasion. This concession was 
probably due to the apprehensions of Foreign Powers, as the part 
of the scheme now omitted contained the famous Canons published 
by the Augsburg Gazette^ which regulated the connection between 
Church and State. Foreign Powers, and France in particular, 
seem, strangely enough, to have been very suspicious as to these 
Canons, while they never troubled themselves on the question of 
Infallibility. Rome, on the other hand, was wisely content, for 
the moment, to sacrifice these Canons for the sake of the dog^a 
of Infallibility, which virtually includes them all, and as many 
more besides as may spring from the sole and irresponsible will 
of an individual. If the statesmen who directed the policy of 
Europe had been more familiar with ecclesiastical matters and 
less distracted by other important interests, they would have 
seen that the dogma of Infallibility was a far more serious matter 
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than the Canons, because the effects and limits of these latter 
are known, whereas those of Infallibility are infinite and bound- 
less, as was apparent on all occasions when they could be 
exercised. Rome, profiting by the prevailing state of opinion, 
in re-casting the scheme ^'De Ecclesia" entirely omitted the 
Canons, and only brought forward the part, entitled, ^^De 
Apostolici Primatus in beato Petro Institutione.'' In the fourth 
chapter, under the heading ^' De Romani Pontificis Infalli- 
bilitate,'' was inserted the petition of the bishops, so unex- 
pectedly presented in the month of March, although even this, 
as we shall see, had undergone a slight change. 

4. On Wednesday, May 4th, the nominal voting of the scheme 
"De parvo Catechismo" took place. There were about 100 
" Non placet," as if the Opposition, aware of the coming battle, 
wished to show themselves fully prepared for resistance. The 
number of votes on that day was 591, fewer than in the winter. 
On this occasion, the observations in opposition to the scheme, 
and the consequent changes, were read, together with the ori- 
ginal text, by the Commission which had made the amendments, 
and then the partial amendments and the entire text of the 
scheme were voted at the same sitting. The result was such as 
we have related, that is, there were 100 dissentient votes ; 
nor is this surprising. If we consider the great difficulty 
of meddling with the Catechism, a religious formula familiar 
to whole populations from their earliest days, we shall rather 
wonder that the opposing votes were so few. To touch the 
Catechism at all is almost to touch the faith of a people, who, 
not being capable of comprehending the true value of words 
which habit has taught them to regard with veneration, remain 
faithful to the doctrines which those words convey, solely from 
respect for the familiar terms themselves. Why, said many of 
the bishops, should we cause this disturbance to Christian 
populations, in order to bring about a nominal agreement that 
cannot really increase the unity which consists in the belief 
which binds those people together in one faith and. moral 
law, and not in the words or phrases by which that belief is 
expressed ? No Congregations were held between the 4th, and 
Friday, May 13th, as it was necessary to confer on the resistance 
which now manifested itself. 
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5. The assembly was not induced by these deliberations to 
swerve a hair's-breadth from the course it had adopted. On the 
13th it announced the amendments on the scheme ^^ De parvo 
Catechismo,*' and proceeded no further that day, perhaps with 
the intention of adopting the same expedient with regard to this 
scheme which it had so successfully used for that " De Fide," 
and trusting that at the public Session the Opposition would 
overlook all they now objected to, for fear of creating a scandal, 
and in consequence of the attracting force of the majority. 

6. For this reason, instead of dwelling longer on " De Cate- 
chismo," they proceeded at once to the discussion on the famous 
scheme " De Ecclesia Christi," now reduced to four chapters 
and three Canons. It bore the title ^^ Constitutio Dogmatica 
Prima," perhaps in order to leave room for a second title, which 
should include the part now omitted, ^^ De Ecclesia Christi 
reverendissimorum patrum examini proposita." Then follows the 
inscription, " Pius Episcopus, servus servorum Dei, sacro appro- 
bante Concilio, ad perpetuam rei memoriam," &c. After a short 
introduction comes the first chapter, ^^ De Apostolici Primatus 
in beato Petro Institutione ;" the second, " De Perpetuitate Pri- 
matus Petri in Romanis Pontificibus ;" the third, " De vi et 
ratione Primatus Romani Pontificis." The fourth bears the 
dangerous heading, " De Romani Pontificis Infallibilitate," thus 
changed from the corresponding title in the first scheme, which 
was " De Ecclesiae Infallibilitate." The three Canons follow. 

The reporter of the Commission on Dogma opened the debate 
with a long speech, which, with its glowing pictures, inflamed 
the benevolent minds of the Infallibilists, but produced a very 
different effect on the Opposition. The theme of this discourse 
was a comparison between the martyrdom of St. Peter and 
that of St. Paul, great significance being attached to the myste- 
rious dispensation of Providence, which, though it permitted the 
latter saint to be beheaded, had preserved the former from such 
treatment. It is easy to see the intention of this comparison 
with reference to the question at issue; every one will admit 
that, as an argument in favour of Infallibility, it was even more 
unworthy than as a rhetorical artifice, and will allow that the 
sarcastic smiles with which it was greeted by the Opposition, 
were more justifiable than the enthusiasm of the Infallibilists. 
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The reporter was the Bishop of Poitiers, especially noted of late 
years for his Ultramontane opinions, and of whom the story is 
told that he pronounced a solemn funeral oration for a Pontifical 
Zouave, reported to have fallen at Castelfidardo, but actually 
alive and well at the very time in France. 

7. From that time forward the discussion was always on the 
same subject. Thirteen orators had inscribed their names on the 
14th ; but seven only spoke, and among them was the Cardinal- 
Vicar. One might almost have imagined oneself back at the 
Council of Florence while listening to their obsolete arguments 
and antiquated forms of discussion. On Monday there was no 
Congregation, that being the day fixed for the distribution of 
prizes at the Exhibition of Catholic Art, which had a share in 
the ceremonies of the Vatican Council. 

8. On this occasion the Pope delivered a speech, in which he 
reiterated the remark he made at the opening of the Exhibition, 
that he considered it a proof of the beneficent influence of the 
Papacy on civilisation. A few days after, he included in the 
same category an Exhibition of Roman Agriculture, at which he 
likewise attended, seizing the occasion to speak on the present 
crisis. Fortunately for himself, the Pope had never seen the 
great Exhibitions of modern times, or it would have been difficult 
for him to develope his subject within the narrow limits, in 
which he desired to restrict it. 

9. The sitting of Tuesday, May 17th, was short, three orators 
only speaking, and the battle on Infallibility may be said to have 
commenced on the following day, when the number of Fathers 
inscribed had reached seventy. Among these were three cardi- 
nals, Schwarzemberg, the Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna, and 
Cardinal Donnay. The Archbishop of Vienna was unable to 
make himself heard, and consequently his speech was read for 
him. Schwarzemberg was vehement on behalf of the Oppo- 
sition, and created a profound impression. He made a most 
serious declaration, and a terrible threat for the future, in the 
words attributed to him on that occasion: — ^^It is said that 
you really believe in this dogma ; but if that be true, you cannot 
pretend that I and my companions ought to acknowledge what 
seems to us absurd, and if you do so, be sure that schisms will 
arise and abjurations will follow within the Church of Rome." 
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On Thursday, the 19th, the Cardinal Archbishop of Dublin 
spoke for the first time, likewise Cardinal Moreau and the Chal- 
dean Patriarch ; on the 20th the Primate of Hungary, the Arch- 
bishop of Paris and two others. In Saturday's Congregation the 
speeches were in rapid succession ; but nothing worthy of par- 
ticular attention occurred. 



II.— FOREIGN POLICY. 



1. Despatch by Ollivier.— 2. * Ce qui se passe au Concile.' — 3. Disquietude at 
the Vatican. — i. Speech by Monsignor Kettler. — 5. Inftdlibility publicly pro- 
moted.—^. Address of the Boman parish priests. — 7. Unfortunate position 
of affairs.— 8. Duke of Saldanha.— 9. Feast of St. Peter. 

1. Meantime the Opposition seemed to have recovered from 
their stupor, and regained strength and boldness. A report was 
circulated that Ollivier, who then directed the policy of France 
released from the cares of the plebiscite, and from any particular 
consideration for the interests of the clergy, had turned his 
attention to Rome, and in consequence of the vacancy at the 
Foreign Office subsequent on the resignation of Dam, had him- 
self written a new. note to the Vatican, which he sent through 
M. de Banneville, strongly remonstrating against the promulga- 
tion of the dogma of Infallibility. It was said that this note 
threatened, in case of its counsels being rejected, a rupture of the 
Concordat and the withdrawal from Rome of the French army of 
occupation. This report was loudly denied by the Curia, which 
immediately published in the Osservatore Romano a dispatch ac- 
cording to which M. de Grammont, the new Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, instructed M. de Banneville to continue the same line 
of conduct as formerly, and to preserve a strict neutrality and 
careful abstention from all interference with the Council. Con- 
sidering that the first note was signed by Ollivier, and was sent 
before M. de Grammont took office, and could issue the dispatch in 
question ; and remembering also the frequent changes of French 
policy at that time, it is possible that both these reports were 
true. In fact, the matter was soon forgotten, and OUivier's note 
was neither confirmed nor denied, until in the month of June 
the original document appeared in the newspapers. According 
to this publication the note sent to the ambassador at Rome 
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was harsh in tone and of uncertain import. It directs him 
to hold no further communications with the Court of Rome 
on the matter in question, the opinion of France being already 
sufficiently clear, while at the same time he is instructed 
to express to the bishops the sympathy of the Government, 
and its trust in their energy, and readiness to take the initia- 
tive. As two-thirds of the French bishops were Ul tramontanes, 
and one-third of the Opposition, M. de Banneville had to con- 
sider to which side he should deliver the communication. This 
was the whole of the note so much exalted by one party, and 
so much decried by the other, according to their wishes and 
hopes. Everybody could read it in the newspapers, and learn 
the extent of the influence exercised by the OUivier Ministry 
on the Vatican Council. 

2. About the same time an anonymous work, ^Ce qui se 
passe au Concile,' appeared in France ; it was short, but very 
important, and evidently written by some person of authority, 
so that it excited great attention. This work passed the most 
formidable judgments on the Vatican Council that could ever be 
inflicted by the severest criticisms of history. Its author pointed 
out that the real aim of the Council was to satisfy the exorbitant 
pretensions, and the old ambition of the Court of Rome ; noticed 
the means used to this end, described the irregularities and 
innovations which might in days to come cause its validity to 
be questioned, and lastly foretold the fatal results to the Church 
of the fulfilment of so outrageous an attempt. 

3. The Vatican now for the first time showed signs of dis- 
quietude, whether on account of the French note, though that was 
of little weight, or of this new demonstration on the part of the 
Opposition ; and in its next meeting for amendments, the Com- 
mission on Faith endeavoured to frame such a formula on 
Infallibility, as should calm the irritation and displeasure of the 
Opposition, and win over some of its least determined members, 
without sacrificing in any respect the substance of the dogma. 

4. The Congregations sat unweariedly, and on Monday 23rd, 
Monsignor Kettler spoke most strongly, pointing out to his col- 
leagues what would remain to the episcopate after the pro- 
clamation of Infallibility. This argument, which he cleverly 
handled, had considerable efiect, as it touched very nearly all 
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the Fathers in the assembly who exercised any jurisdiction, and 
it was said that (contrary to the usual result of the best speeches 
in the world), it really convinced some people, and attracted a 
few sheep from the Infallibilist flock to swell the forces of the 
Opposition. The sittings of the 24th, 25th, 28th, 30th, and 
31st of May, were passed in the same way, that is to say, in a 
repetition of the arguments already well known on both sides. 
On the latter occasion eighty orators had inscribed their names, 
so that it almost seemed as if the desire of speaking grew as the 
speeches multiplied, much in the same way as appetite is said 
to grow by eating. 

5. On the part of the Opposition, this increase of speakers 
was in accordance with the policy imposed on them by cir- 
cumstances from the first, the desire to gain time, and the 
expectation of its benefits. On the part of the majority, it 
sprang from a desire to limit the chances of the Opposition as 
much as possible, by bringing every sort of pressure to bear upon 
them in the most minute particulars, as had been done from the 
beginning, and thus expecting and awaiting the moment when 
they could be entirely crushed without any great di£Bculty. 
The pamphlet * Ce qui se passe au Concile,' gave an index of 
the briefs, the letters, and different works in the name of the 
Pope and other Authorities by which they encouraged personally 
and openly all who had in any way promoted Infallibility, or 
shown themselves in favour of it, and this fact produced a great 
impression. The instances cited by the pamphlet were, for the 
most part, collected beyond the limits of Italy, but some very 
curious examples were to be found in Rome itself. Who- 
ever said or did anything in favour of Infallibility received 
acknowledgments, remunerations, and honours, the Pope him- 
self condescending to act openly in this way. The papers pub- 
lished a Papal rescript approving and commending all those 
who fought for the good cause by means of the press (that press 
sometimes so much blamed). The newspapers even gave a 
formula of assent to Infallibility, a sort of plebiscite in its 
favour, drawn up by an ecclesiastic, and said to be sent from 
Rome through the bishops, to the clergy of their dioceses, with 
imperious commands that it should be accepted and signed.* The 
* Bee Appendix, Document XIX. 
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author of the French pamphlet was not aware of the thanks and 
official encouragement given in the name of the Pope by the 
Nuncio at Paris to the French clergy who had assented to 
Infallibility, and made any demonstrations in its favour, conduct 
for which the said Nuncio was severely reprimanded by the 
French Government. By such a proceeding the Nuncio put 
into practice the principles of the scheme " De Ecclesia " before 
it was passed, and France, by her remonstrances, protested 
against the application of those doctrines. 

These facts were not publicly known before the month of 
June, when the observations of the French Government were 
published, though they had been under preparation for some 
time. The crisis was provoked by the conduct of some of the 
clergy who manifested themselves openly in favour of Infalli- 
bility, while their bishops in Rome were speaking against the 
dogma from the benches of the Opposition. This conduct, how- 
ever, was approved of at Rome, notwithstanding the complaints 
of the bishops interested in the matter, one of whom actually 
threatened to resign in consequence. Many examples of the like 
nature, both small and great, might be given. Nothing but the 
prestige inherent in all deep convictions could have so long sus- 
tained the Pope in the difficult position in which he was placed 
by his own followers ; the position of a man who, living in the 
nineteenth century, was urged to proclaim his own apotheosis. 

6. In order to have an idea of the pressure exercised to attain 
the declaration of Infallibility, we will mention an important 
incident, of which at the time very little notice was taken. At 
the beginning of March, in one of the parochial meetings held 
periodically in Rome for the transaction of business, a priest 
belonging to a religious order which had sent a legate to the 
Council, proposed to his colleagues to draw up an address in 
favour of Infallibility. Another priest immediately answered 
that it was no business of theirs to do anything of the kind ; 
that they were not consulted on the matter, and that it would 
be inopportune and presumptuous for them to express any 
opinion on a question of so much gravity before the Church 
had decided on it This rejoinder being approved of by the 
clergy present, the priest referred to saved his colleagues from 
entering into the stormy current of disputation from which, for 
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the better exercise of their ministry, they should endeavour to 
keep aloof. 

By some chance, the newspapers got hold of this incident, 
which at once acquired weight from the fact that, as the parish 
priests are the best and most active among the clergy of 
Rome, the special diocese of the Pope, it was now apparent 
to the world that they were, if not actually adverse, but little 
inclined to Infallibility. The authorities immediately inter- 
vened with all the force which, in conformity with ecclesias- 
tical law, they could exercise upon those subject to them ; they 
intimated to the priests that they must repair the scandal, and 
strongly advised that an address should be framed. The parochial 
clergy accordingly drew up a form, which though apparently 
moderate, was to be understood by the public, who do not look 
narrowly into such matters, as favourable to Infallibility. Every 
one in Rome is acquainted with the history of that address. 
Some of the clergy evidently did violence to their own convic- 
tions ; for as Infallibility was not yet declared, they were by 
no means bound to accept it from the duty of submission, but 
according to certain Ultramontane notions of discipline, authority 
has a conscience for all. This substitution of the dictates of an ex- 
ternal authority for those of the individual conscience in all cases, 
is one of the chief causes of the evils that disturb Catholicism. 

7. The Jesuits had originally brought forward the question 
of Infallibility in the month of February, when no one in the 
world was thinking of it, by their celebrated article in the 
Civilid Cattolica^ and now they adduced the fact of its dis- 
cussion as a reason for its proclamation. The case of the 
parish priests was just the same ; one of them proposed an 
address, a word which implies liberty and spontaneous action, 
but these characteristics are removed by the fact of the proposal, 
which is then used as an argument for the project being carried 
out, and so alternately a necessity is created and the desired 
advantage is taken of it. What will be the judgment of pos- 
terity on this phase of ecclesiastical history ? what will be the 
opinion of those who view it with unprejudiced minds and full 
knowledge of the accompanying circumstances ? 

8. If very little forbearance is shown by Rome in the pursuit 
of her wishes, equally little is shown in her conduct when 
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those wishes are attained, and it almost seemed as if she were 
unwilling to leave those who voted for Infallibility under the 
slightest delusion as to the consequences that might follow. 
Although this prerogative is not supposed to extend beyond 
certain conditions, and to be exercised on certain matters only, 
yet it must inevitably add weight to the ordinary judgments 
of the individual invested with such virtue, and be reflected 
involuntarily in all his actions. 

The news of the " Pronunciamento " in Portugal, by which 
the Duke of Saldanha had imposed by force on his King a new 
administration, of which he himself was the head, reached Rome 
about this time. ^^ Pronunciamenti " are the worst form of 
revolution, because they disturb the highest expression of order, 
and violate the faith that binds soldiers to their flag. As soon 
as the news was received, the Pope paid a visit to the national 
Church of the Portuguese, and the same evening the Osservatare 
Romano announced the fact, and said that the Pope wished to 
inspect the restorations made in the Portuguese Church by order 
of the Duke of Saldanha when ambassador in Rome. The 
coincidence afforded ground for the belief that the Pope had 
hastened to give the Duke of Saldanha the only mark of appro- 
bation in his power, the rather that the Duke is of the clerical 
party, and on taking office had found some pretext for an 
assumed quarrel with the Italian Minister. 

The effect of this conduct, whether intentional or fortuitous on 
the part of the Pope, was felt by all ; and the thoughts of those 
who remembered the 16th of November, 1848, went back to 
the moment in which he had found himself in the very same 
condition as that in which the Duke of Saldanha had placed his 
Sovereign, forced by violence to receive a minister from the 
rebels who directed their arms against his own palace I Such 
persons wondered that the Pope, having been placed in that 
situation, did not perceive how dangerous might be even the 
mistaken presumption that his high sanction in any degree 
palliated acts of violence, or tended to render them familiar to 
the multitude, who are not all Excellencies like the Duke of 
Saldanha. 

9. With these and similar events which, without adhering 
strictly to chronological order, I have brought together, as illus- 
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trating popular feeling, the work went on with the greatest 
activity and energy, June being fixed for the proclamation of 
Infallibility, as the feast of St. Peter and the anniversary of the 
Pope's accession are both celebrated in that month. We shall 
now see that the restless and imperious wishes of the majority 
were doomed to disappointment in carrying out this design, as 
they were in many other things. 
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JUNE. 



I.-CLOSE OF THE GENEBAL DISCUSSION. 

1. Close of the general disonasion on the scheme *' De Ecdesia.** — 2. Speech of 
Monsignor Maret. — 3. New protests. — 4. Proposftl for secret voting. — 5. Be- 
sistanoe to be kept up to the last. — 6. Feast of Pentecost.— 7. Objections to 
proposal of the Archbishop of Maliues. 

1. The congregations of June opened with an act which, 
though unexpected at the moment, was jet the legitimate 
consequence of the events we have described, and which will 
greatly influence the judgment, not only of the present day, 
but of future ages, on the Vatican Council, namely, the con- 
clusion of the general debate on the scheme ^^De Ecclesia." 
It will be remembered that an article was inserted in the 
new Order, by which the power of proposing to vote the close 
of a debate was vested in any ten bishops. This proviso had 
caused great displeasure, for every one was aware that the 
legates, who could always be sure of inducing the majority to 
vote the closing, could with still greater certainty reckon on 
finding ten bishops to make the proposition. In fact, the article 
was considered as one of the means employed to crush and 
subdue the minority. The new Order on its first appearance 
had caused a great disturbance, but seemed to superficial observers 
to have now dropped into oblivion, those even who framed it 
making very little use of it; but when once its application 
seemed desirable, as in the present case, it reappeared in full 
force, and was employed with the utmost severity. The great 
numbers of orators inscribed for the scheme " De Ecclcsia," the 
advance of the hot season, and the excitement manifested in the 
assembly, were the reasons for again applying the Order with 
much vigour, so as to bring about the results intended. On the 
28th of May, the Bishops of Granvaradino, of Ratisbon, of 
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Savanah, and others, had spoken strongly in favour of the Op- 
position ; indeed the Bishop of Savanah said that it was sacri- 
lege to make innovations in the Church, and to introduce the 
doctrine of the personal Infallibility of the Pope. The majority 
could not brook the application of the word sacrilege to their 
long-sought and cherished ideal ; the Presidents Capalti and 
De Angelis quite lost their temper, and a scene of anger and 
excitement ensued, very similar to that which occurred in March. 
The majority, confident in their own strength, then resolved 
to close the debate, and carried their intention into effect at the 
second Congregation, on June 3rd. On that occasion, towards 
the end of the sitting and without any suspicion on the part of 
most of the Fathers present, the legates produced a petition, 
signed by many bishops, praying that the debate should be closed, 
and immediately, without postponing the decision to the next 
meeting, the question was in procinctu — put to the vote by rising 
and sitting. There was a large majority in its favour, and the 
legates then announced that the general debate on the scheme 
" De Ecclesia ^ was ended. 

2. The minority were painfully surprised at this proceeding, 
the more so as Strossmayer had spoken at the preceding meeting 
of June 1st with greater calmness and moderation than usual, 
pointing out that the reason of the continued opposition on his 
own part and that of his colleagues, was the serious considera- 
tion of the belief of their flocks, who would never accept the 
dogma of Infallibility. The Opposition had remained calm, 
even though Valerga, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, one 
of the most ardent Infallibilists, had made a speech inveighing 
against them in unmeasured language, but their only reward 
was the unexpected closing of the debate by the presidents. 
Circumstances, in themselves unimportant, sometimes greatly 
change or aggravate the impression produced by an event. In 
the Congregation of June 3rd, the Fathers, unaware that the 
debate was to be stopped, had continued to speak as on former 
occasions, and the Bishop of Sens, Monsignor Maret, who had 
inaugurated the work of Opposition in France by the publication 
of his book on the Council, had made a long address. 

He tried to make the assembly understand, that to render the 
personal Infallibility of the Pope co-existent with the Infalli- 
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bility of the Church would be to introduce into the Catholic 
faith a new mystery, similar to that of the Trinity, a dogma 
teaching two Infallibilities in one. As he continued to dilate 
on this subject, he was stopped, and told to desist. Being rather 
deaf, he did not at once hear the command ; but when he became 
aware of it, said, with dignity and energy, that his conscience 
and sense of honour impelled him to complete his speech, and 
he did so. A North American bishop, who then took up the 
question on practical grounds, and declared that the dogma was 
repugnant to his countrymen, and would prove a serious obstacle 
to the conversion of Protestants in America, was also subjected 
to the like treatment And thus the close of the general 
debate on the scheme was brought about, the president an- 
nouncing that at the next meeting on Whit^Monday, par- 
ticular points, such as the Primacy, Infallibility, &c., would 
come under discussion. 

3. The Opposition were much irritated by this new blow (as 
they considered it) on the part of the majority, this fresh 
attempt to urge them on to the hated declaration, and began 
seriously to consider what course they should adopt. Their 
several leaders held a meeting at once, and many opinions 
were circulated. Some advised an immediate departure from 
Rome ; others, new protests ; others, a line of abstention 
and indifference henceforward to all proceedings in the Council 
up to the day of voting, on which occasion they might once 
for all give openly and definitively the answer " Non placet." 

The latter alternative involved a contradiction, for such 
indifference implied a refusal to recognise the validity of the 
Council, which would have been the only legitimate ground 
for disregarding its proceedings, and then, how was it possible 
to give even a negative vote in a Council possessed of no 
authority whatever? So great was the prevailing irritation, that 
some began to speculate on the course to be followed outside the 
Council, and when it was ended, alluding thereby to the resist^ 
ance which might be manifested towards the Church of Rome. 

As usually happens on such occasions, after the first explosion 
of wrath, the line of action adopted was a combination of all 
the plans that had been proposed. A strong protest against the 
closing of the debate, signed by about ninety bishops, was drawn 
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up, and presented to the Pope. Meantime, some of the Opposi- 
tion relaxed their attendance at the Congregations, and others 
took a short holiday under the pretext of visiting Naples or 
other neighbouring localities. Some of them were refused pass- 
ports on applying for them at the office of the Secretary of 
State ; but being for the most part foreigners, they could dis- 
pense with them, and travelled none the worse, meeting with no 
difficulties. 

4. Among the many plans hatching in the heated minds of 
the Opposition was a petition that the vote on the delicate and 
anxious question of Infallibility should be secret, so as to relieve 
the sense of responsibility which would weigh heavily on many 
persons, and restore to them the moral liberty which they would 
be deprived of, in feeling that they were deciding the prerogative 
of the Pope, under his very eyes. The petition was drawn up, 
and obtained about eighty signatures. Its object was evident, 
and had it been successful it would have greatly assisted the 
Opposition, although no real difference in the final result could 
be expected. Owing to the general disregard of all the petitions 
and protests hitherto made by the minority, it was hardly pro- 
bable that this request for an essential change in the arrange- 
ments of the Council would be granted, especially on account 
of its aim, and the occasion for which the favour was asked — the 
very moment of reaching the long wished for conclusion of the 
struggle. 

5. The Opposition now numbered about 130, their body 
having increased rather than diminished since the opening of 
the Council, and they used every means in their power of pro- 
testing against the famous dogma. They did not quite agree 
among themselves on the matter, some deeming the time unsuit- 
able for a declaration of Infallibility, though not averse to it in 
itself, and others being opposed to the substance of the dogma. 
This discrepancy, though not formidable in itself, as very often 
the belief of the first was only a milder and more practicable 
expression of the opinions of the second, was yet a serious 
hindrance to combined action ; as the first were logically unable 
to combat the ideas of the majority with energy and success. 
Moreover, on account of the natural weakening of the individual 
will usually found among priests, it was impossible to tell how 
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many of the 130 in opposition would resist to the end, and dare 
to say *' Non placet " at the public Session. 

This was the root of the matter, on this depended the future 
of Catholicism, not so much on the convictions already shown, 
as on constancy in manifesting them, and maintaining them to 
the end. There was certainly every hope that as the opinions 
of the minority had been clearly made known (though without 
any official demonstration), the majority would be obliged to 
recognise them, for fear of losing in authority before the im- 
partial tribunal of posterity all that by energetic and summary 
means they had gained in power with the view of overcoming 
and subduing their opponents. 

6. Whitsuntide was approaching, and the Cardinal- Vicar 
ordered its celebration with special pomp. On Whit^Monday 
the whole Council, headed by the Pope, descended in solemn 
procession from the Sistine Chapel to the Church of St. Peter, 
to invoke the Holy Spirit. During the octave all the religious 
bodies in Rome went round the city in procession, imploring 
His aid — a proceeding which gave rise to a profane joke, 
with reference to the black habits of the monks, and the 
representation that they carried of the Holy Spirit, — that He 
would be rather driven away than attracted by such a cloud of 
wandering crows. The most singular among these processions 
was one comprising all the Jesuits in Rome, who very seldom 
manifest their numbers to the world at large. 

7. Notwithstanding these demonstrations, the tenacious resist^ 
ance of the Opposition caused considerable apprehension to the 
majority, who again tried to find some means of dividing and 
weakening them, the more thoughtful endeavouring to put forth 
a formula which might win over some of their opponents. But 
in this attempt, as often happens, the majority, instead of dividing 
their opponents, were very nearly divided themselves. The 
Archbishop of Malines, being opposed to all compromise, and 
dubious of the success of the means hitherto employed, proposed, 
instead, another formula, which should declare the whole of the 
Opposition excommunicate and out of the Church, and should 
anathematise all who held that the bishops shared the supreme 
authority vested in the Church ; and as this was a favourite 
doctrine of the Opposition, it followed that the whole of their 
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number were consequentlj excommunicate. It seems that Man- 
ning shared the opinions of the Archbishop of Malines; but 
Monsignor Pie, Bishop of Poitiers, the same who had opened 
the debate with a speech on the decapitation of St. Paul, was of 
a contrary opinion, and refused to give his sanction to the 
summary decapitation of the episcopate. The bishops of the 
majority were divided on the matter, and this divergence threat- 
ened for a time to become serious, as there were said to be dis- 
sensions even among the legates. The firm conduct of Maret 
proved of great value in this conjecture. He declared to the 
Archbishop of Malines that as the proposal in question was in 
odium of himself and his colleagues, he should oppose it to the 
last by every means in his power. 

The exorbitant nature of such a plan became apparent at 
length even to the Archbishop of Malines, and being warned by 
Maret of the results if he persisted in his intention, he finally 
withdrew the proposal himself, and no further mention was 
made of it. 

In its place it seems that the majority agreed on another 
formula, to be issued at once. The details were not known as 
yet, but it was to admit of no concession to the wishes of the 
minority. This again was an innovation in the proceedings of 
the Council, for it implied the right of the presidents to substi- 
tute for documents already proposed, new ones which were 
without legal sanction, and were beyond Conciliar action. This 
familiar treatment of controversial matters took away a certain 
regularity, and consequently a certain security, from the debate. 
It was first adopted on discussing the introduction of the scheme 
*^ De Fide," and was substituted in various cases for the prudent 
traditions hitherto followed in conducting the business of the 
Council. 
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IL— SUMMARY OF THE QUESTION OF INFALLIBILITY. 

1. Summary of the queetion. — 2. The scheme "De Eoolesia" is redaoed. — 
3. First and second chapters. — 4. Third chapter, and its quotation firom St 
Gregory the Great — 5. Doctrines of the scheme " De Primatu." — 6. The time 
for presenting obseryations upon personal Infallibility limited to ten days. — 
7. Text inserted in the first draft of " De £ccle8ia.''~8. Ko special Canon for 
InfaUibiUty. 

1. Before the new formula appears, and while sub jttdice lis 
estf we will take a retrospective view of the whole subject, 
and consider all the documents which had hitherto appeared, 
as well as the present state of the question while its ultimate 
decision was still pending. Every one will remember what 
was said in the first scheme ^^De Ecclesia,'' which contained 
the famous Canons published in the Augsburg Gazette^ and the 
sudden appearance of the declaration of Infallibility, under the 
form of an adjunct to the scheme ^^De Ecclesia," which was 
supported by many of the bishops, and caused such dismay to the 
Opposition in the month of March. The indignation excited 
by that surprise somewhat cooled the enthusiasm of its authors, 
or rather induced them to let the tempest pass over before they 
proceeded any further. The scheme, with its Appendix, dis- 
appeared in the dark recesses of the Secretary's office, and the 
scheme " De Fide " occupied public attention. When the pre- 
vailing agitation had calmed down with the reproduction of the 
scheme " De Fide " and " De parvo Catechismo," the scheme 
^^ De Ecclesia " reappeared modified, as circumstances required. 
In this process Infallibility had lost its character of a simple ^^ pos- 
tulatum," and had become an integral part of the scheme before 
the assembly had considered the matter. The object of the first 
appearance of the question in March was now apparent It was 
plain that the Pope's part in the proposals submitted to the 
Council was of so direct a character that he could not spon- 
taneously, and by his own initiative, embody in them the de- 
mand for the declaration of his own Infallibility, and therefore 
for the moment he was obliged to let it appear to emanate 
from the bishops. Neither could it be left isolated in a form 
which would give it less weight in the eyes of those in the 
assembly, who were accustomed to strict ecclesiastical discipline. 
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than it would possess if formally incorporated into the scheme 
itself; and therefore after its first appearance, Infallibilitj was 
inserted in the scheme from whence its authors had resolved that 
it should only emerge to become a dogma for the whole Church. 

2. At the same time they sacrificed great part of the scheme 
" De Ecclesia," as they had part of that " De Fide," in deference 
to the remonstrances of diplomacy on the Canons regulating the 
connection between Church and State, thinking very justly that 
Infallibility virtually contained them all. Under these conditions 
the scheme that we mentioned last month, ^^ Constitutio Dog- 
matica Prima de Ecclesia Christi " appeared in four chapters and 
three Canons, many fewer than those contained in the first draft. 

3. In the first chapter, under the title " De Apostolici Pri- 
matus in Beato Petro Institutione," was contained the declaration 
of the primacy of St. Peter over the whole Church. In the 
second, ^^ De Perpetuitate Primatus Petri in Romanis Pontifi- 
cibus," is asserted the perpetual and uninterrupted continuation 
of that primacy in the bishops of Rome as successors of St Peter 
in the Church he founded. In the third chapter, entitled, ^^ De 
Vi et Ratione Primatus Romani Pontificis," are enumerated and 
described the effects of this primacy, and here commences the 
apotheosis of the Pope, terminating in the last chapter with 
personal Infallibility. 

4. The third chapter affirms the supreme jurisdiction, ordinary 
and immediate, of the Pope, over all churches singly and col- 
lectively, over the pastors as well as the flocks ; from which 
doctrine it follows that bishops, in exercising any jurisdiction, 
or authority, only do so as official delegates of the Pope. 

It seems that, conscious of this logical inference, the compilers 
of the scheme tried to avoid it, and to defend themselves from 
the imputation of seeking to lessen the jurisdiction of the 
bishops; but in this endeavour, instead of exculpating them- 
selves, they really admit the charge. The scheme cites the 
words of St. Gregory the Great, in a letter to Eulagius, 
Bishop of Alexandria, ^^Tum vero ego honoratus sum cum 
singulis quisquis honor debitus non negatur." But these 
words are contained in the following passage, with reference 
to the title of Universal Apostle assumed by the Patriarch 
of Constantinople. ^^ Non dixi nee mihi vos nee cuiquam 
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alteri tale aliquid scribere debere ; et ecce in praefatione 
epistolae quam ad me ipsum qui prohibui direxistis superbae 
appellationis verbum universalem me Papam dicentes impri- 
mere curastis. Quod peto dulcissima mihi Sanctitas vestra 
ultra non faciat, quia vobis subtrahitur quod alteri plus quam 
ratio exigit praebetur. Ego enim non verbis quaero prosperari 
sed moribus. Nee honorem esse reputo in quo fratres meos 
honorem meum perdere cognosco. Mens namque honor est 
honor Universalis Ecclesiae. Mens honor est fratrum solidus 
vigor. Tum vero ego honoratus sum cum singulis quisque honor 
debitus non negatur. Si enim universalem me Papam vestra 
Sanctitas dicit negat se hoc esse quod me fatetur universum." 

When the whole quotation is given the words bear a much 
clearer and more extended application. The extraction 
of one phrase only, omitting the rest of the passage, in- 
dicates a wish to restrict its real meaning. In a series of 
letters on the pretensions of the Patriarch of Constantinople, 
St. Gregory the Great speaks yet more clearly and decidedly. 
In writing to Eulagius of Alexandria on the matter,* he alludes 
to the fact that the title of Universality was offered to the See of 
Rome by the Council of Chalcedon, and says, ^^ Sed nullus un- 
quam decessorum meorum hoc tam profano vocabulo uti con- 
sensit, quia videlicet si unus Patriarca universalis dicitur Pa- 
triarcarum nomen caeteris derogatur. Sed absit hoc, absit a 
christiani mente id sibi velle quempiam arripere unde firatrum, 
suorum honorem imminuere in quantulacumque parte videatur." 

In another letter to the Emperor Maurice,t on the same sub- 
ject, he says, ^^ Si igitur illud nomen in ea Ecclesia sibi quisque 
arripuit, quod apud bonorum omnium judicium fuit, universa 
ergo Ecclesia quod absit, a statu suo corruit quando is qui 
appellatur universalis cadit." And, after strongly reprobating 
the idea of universal supremacy being vested in one See, he says 
that the Church of Rome declined the offer, " Ne dum privatim 
aliquid daretur uni honore debito sacerdotes privarentur uni- 
versi." In another letter to the Emperor,} his words on this 
matter are still stronger. From all these passages, taken in full, 
it is very clear what St. Gregory meant by " honor debitus ; " 
but in the scheme which has so isolated and, I might almost say, 

* Lib. vii. cap. xxx. f Lib. iv. cap. xxxvi t Lib. iy. cap. xxxii. 
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retrenched them, what signification do they bear ? The scheme 
itself does not explain the meaning, and only touches on it later 
in the fourth paragraph, where it vehemently condemns those 
who oppose the legitimate juri^iction of the Pope over the 
bishops, or place any obstacle between them. The limits of 
this jurisdiction are explained and defined in the third chapter. 

In the fourth paragraph, the scheme has two aims ; that of 
distinctly affirming the unlimited jurisdiction of the bishops, 
and of defending it against all lay interference, renewing the 
old protests against the " Exequatur,** the " Placet,'* and all 
other lay rights, which it collectively denounces and condemns. 

5. Up to this point some power was left to the Episcopate, 
and there was still a considerable step to be made before reaching 
an absolute system of arbitrary power in the Church. Kings 
enjoy supreme jurisdiction, particularly when they are absolute 
monarchs, but even they must recognise the possibility of being 
in error. 

There is always a great difference, and especially in the 
Church, in the jurisdiction which deals with facts, and legisla- 
tion which regards principles. If the primacy be held in the 
full significance given it by Rome, the Pope can order and dis- 
pose matters at will, he is, in fact, omnipotent, while the epis- 
copate does not as a body interfere with him ; and the Pope 
can exercise full power, or even it may be dictatorship, while 
the Church, which is the depositary of the highest authority, 
does not meet in the most solemn manner and take measures to 
reassert and exercise it. This was precisely the point on which 
arose the different opinion and pretensions of the "Curiali 
Romani," and their supporters, and the resistance of particular 
schools and churches, which had hitherto been respected, and 
had succeeded in keeping the matter unsettled and open to 
discussion. 

In the fourth paragraph of this chapter, before mentioning 
Infallibility, the scheme declares that no authority above that of 
the Pope exists in the Church ; that there is no appeal from his 
judgment ; that he can never be judged by any one, or in any 
case ; and lastly, it formally condemns any who should pre- 
sume to appeal from the decision of the Pope to that of an 
Ecumenical Council. The reason of this last condemnation 
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does not proceed, as might be supposed, from prudence, and 
from the necessity of not allowing the judgment of an ordinary 
authority to be eluded, by transferring the cause to an uncertain 
and prospective Council, thereby upsetting ecclesiastical discip- 
line ; but it proceeds absolutely from the principle asserted by 
the scheme, that the authority of the Church, even when united 
with that of the Pope, is not superior to the authority of the 
Pope alone. 

6. From a practical point of view, the declaration of Infalli- 
bility could add nothing to the weight of this paragraph, because, 
if the Pope is raised above human judgment, whatever conse- 
quences may ensue to the Church, he is, in fact, Infallible. But 
absolute ideas are seldom satisfied with asserting and re-asseiting 
their own principles ; and so, in the fourth chapter, under the 
heading, ^^De Romani Pontificis Infallibilitate," the Pope is 
specifically declared not only supreme judge, but supreme and 
Infallible ruler. The first petition for Infallibility, drawn up in 
March, after quoting the text on which the Roman primacy is 
founded, " Thou art Peter," iScc, and the other, on which the 
present dogma is built up, " I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not," asserted that the Pope — " errare non possit " — in de- 
ciding questions of faith and morals ; and added, that the object 
of this Infallibility is the same as that to which the Infalli- 
bility of the Church extends. The document concluded with 
a monitum, limiting to ten days the time allowed to the bishops 
for presenting their observations. This was a fresh and excep- 
tional restriction, which went beyond those introduced by the 
new Order. This clause — by which a small body of persons 
endeavoured to impose the brief space of ten days on the supreme 
assembly of the united Church, as the limit of time in which 
they should decide on a very grave matter, that of giving a 
perpetual vote of confidence to the person of the Pope, and 
of rendering his authority absolutely unlimited — this clause 
may be some day regretted by those who framed it. It re- 
mains as a testimony to the pressure they exercised in order 
to carry it, and will lessen the belief in their wisdom, not only 
in the minds of philosophers and of men of intelligence and 
energy, but also in the minds of moderate Christians capable of 
reasoning on the future. 

N 
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7. The new text which was inserted in the Constitution " De 
Ecclesia Christi," recently published, gave as nearly as possible 
the same definition of the personal Infallibility of the Pope, only 
in a still more explicit form. It asserts that the acceptance of all 
his decisions in questions of faith and morals is obligatory, and 
reiterates even more strongly than the first text, that the same 
Infallibility is inherent in the Church and in the Pope, and 
applies in both to the same object. This was the declaration 
which gave rise to Maret's remark on the analogy created by 
its incomprehensible nature, between the new dogma and the 
mystery of the Trinity. 

8. Both the schemes conclude by saying that he who (quod 
Deus avertat) contradicts this declaration, falls into error, and 
separates himself from the truth and unity of the Catholic 
Church. There is no Canon on Infallibility in either of the 
schemes. The three Canons of " De Ecclesia " answer to the 
three first chapters, namely, the Primacy of St. Peter, its per- 
petuity in his successors, and the supreme jurisdiction that flows 
from it ; but the chapter on Infallibility contains merely the 
doctrinal matter, and in neither text is there a special Canon. 
All, therefore, which the resistance of so many bishops and 
Catholics to the dogma of Infallibility had been able to extract 
from the Vatican was that it should not be compiled in the 
form of a Canon, or have an anathema literally coupled with 
it. This is a distinction which may not be evident even to 
acute and elevated minds, but it has great significance ih the 
obscure and subtle reasoning introduced into the Church of 
Rome by the Greek influences, which were prevalent at its 
first formation. 
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in.— DEBATE ON INFALLIBILITY. 

] . Prognosticationd and state of parties. — 2. Processions, prayers, and addresses. 
— 3. Opening of the debate on Infallibility. — 4. Approach of snmmer. — 
5. Specrhoftiie Pope on the Festival of Corpus Domini. — 6. The fight begins. 
— 7. History of the question of InfiiUibility.— 8. The same. — 9. The same. — 
10. Continuation and ending. — 11. Speech of Cardinal Guidi. — 12. Speech of 
Valerga. — 13. Speech of the Aichbishop of Osimo.— 14. Predictions,— 15. A 
third party. — 16. The Opposition pray for a prorogation of the Council. 

1. All parties now looked eagerly for the promised formula, 
the plan of reconciliation which should emanate from the 
majority. Time wore on ; it was already the middle of June ; 
the feast of St. Peter, the date fixed by the Infallibilists for the 
promulgation of the new dogma was at hand, and the greatest 
anxiety was felt on both sides. Meanwhile as motus in fine 
velocior all sorts of conjectures were rife, especially with regard 
to the character of the formula, so long desired, and so much 
delayed, as well as the particular shade of Infallibilist opinion 
that would prevail in it. The general impression was, that 
coming from the majority it would be very absolute in tone, 
and would contain the most extreme Ultramontane opinions, 
hardly concealed, with the view of gaining over some few of the 
minority, and that it would insist on an unqualified declaration 
of Infallibility. The Opposition, on their part, had considered 
the expediency of putting forth a formula, by which both sides 
might come to an understanding, and Sant Antonio, Bishop of 
Florence, had suggested one which should affirm the Infallibility 
of the Pope, whenever he speaks with the advice of the epis- 
copate and the assent of the Universal Church. All these 
movements were, however, more apparent than real, the actual 
state of the case being such as we have described. The majority 
declared, with more reason than was evident at the moment, 
that they could carry their measures in despite of the minority, 
while the minority thought themselves secure of from eighty to 
one hundred and thirty votes, to keep up the Opposition. Many, 
however, doubted that such a number would be found willing to 
pronounce the " Non placet,** which must necessarily be given, 
not only in the private Congregations, but before the Pope at the 
last public Session ; such people could not but see that it would 
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be a very difficult, if not an impossible matter to force the defi- 
nitive promulgation of a dogma so disputed, while still opposed 
by such a number of Fathers as must (even if diminished) be 
considerable, and acquire great importance from the antecedents 
of the discussion, and the state of popular feeling. The minority, 
therefore, strained every nerve to hold back the majority, threaten- 
ing them with a large number of adverse votes, while the majority 
retorted, asserting their firm resolution to carry out their inten- 
tions. Whichever party could first discover the weakness of the 
other seemed sure of victory, and as the means of authority and 
influence were all in the hands of the majority, it was likely 
that they would succeed in dividing, if not crushing, the 
minority, or would find some less dangerous way of oppressing 
them. 

2. The Catholic party used all possible measures for bringing 
about this result, and attempted by public prayers and proces- 
sions, in Rome and other places, to arouse the religious feelings 
of the people on the matter. The episode described in the 
month of May, regarding the parish priests, was utilised as a 
good example ; their address was the first of a series of addresses 
imploring the declaration of Infallibility, obtained from the 
collegiate and religious bodies in the city, and even from the 
Roman University. In order to procure the greatest possible 
number of clerical assents, individual priests were invited to 
subscribe for the celebration of masses in favour of Infalli- 
bility, and to devote the alms collected to the "Obolo di 
San Pietro." All the demonstrations employed since the year 
'60 in furtherance of the temporal power were now renewed 
in favour of Infallibility. Religious enthusiasm was excited 
on all sides in favour of the new dogma; enticement and 
blandishments were tried on those who were independent, and 
very direct means of influence were brought to bear on the many 
in Rome — ^who, being in some way or other dependent on the 
Curia, are especially interested in finding it infallible — at the 
beginning of every month. Addresses were circulated in the 
country, where they had been hitherto strictly prohibited under 
heavy penalties; the people (though far from possessing sovereign 
power) were canvassed for a plebiscite ; and owing to the state 
of fervid agitation which prevailed, anecdotes were circulated 
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which would sometimes have been comical, were it not that thej 
might soon give place to something of a sad and serious 
character. 

3. The partial discussion on the different chapters proceeded 
rapidly, as many bishops pretended to con'sider it of slight 
importance : towards the middle of June the three first were 
gone through ; and on Wednesday, the 15th, the debate on Infal- 
libility, the subject of the fourth chapter began. Eighty persons 
were prepared to speak, and as the discussion would thus inevit- 
ably extend beyond the feast of St. Peter, the majority were 
disappointed in their expectation of carrying the declaration 
of the dogma on that solemn festival. In fact, St. Peter's Day 
was so near, that even had the majority tried to bring the debate 
to a close by such another stroke (as they had employed on 
previous occasions), they had no time left to benefit by their 
success. That festival once passed, and the long, burning Roman 
summer begun, there seemed to be no special day which could 
afford a pretext for bringing the debate to a close, for undoubtedly 
recurring anniversaries exercise considerable influence in ancient 
establishments. Although the declaration of Infallibility, a 
dogma on which the fate of Christianity depended, was so im- 
portant a matter, that no limit could be assigned to its con- 
sideration, some people deemed it necessary that the declaration 
should take place on a great festival, such as that of St. Peter, 
for if the devout public had learnt on an ordinary week-day 
that the Pope was Infallible, it seems that they would hardly 
have appreciated the fact, and therefore the triumph of the 
supporters of the dogma would have been incomplete. 

4. The programme of the Opposition appeared well arranged, 
for it was likely that the slackness in the work of the Council 
might end in a prorogation, on account of the heat of summer, 
and thus they would be saved from the otherwise inevitable 
shipwreck that awaited them. But, as will be seen, this 
reckoning did not suit the other side. Every one felt the 
gravity of the situation, and consequently the new move on the 
part of the majority gave rise to all softs of conjectures, and 
people wondered what effect would under these circumstances 
be produced on the Council by the trying and unhealthy 
season now fast approaching — would it overpower the Oppo- 
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sition or discourage the majority? The issue must soon be 
apparent, but though all the advantages appeared to be on the 
side of the majority, this fact was against them, that notwith- 
standing all which had been done in the six months the Council 
had been sitting, its deliberations had produced no definite 
results. 

5. On Thursday, being the feast of Corpus Christi, no con- 
gregation was held, nor was there any on Friday, on account of 
the anniversary of the Pope's election. On the latter day it is 
customary for the Sacred College to offer their congratulations 
to the Pope through the Cardinal- Vicar, after the religious 
service is completed, and on this occasion their address was full 
of allusions to Infallibility, with prayers for its speedy defini- 
tion, and of good wishes for the extension of the Pope's reign 
even beyond the years of St. Peter's. 

The Pope displayed great dexterity in his answer ; he avoided 
the open acknowledgment of the honour paid to him, but 
alluding to the bishops now assembled in Rome, he divided 
them into three classes. He said the first {the Opposition) were 
worldly, and cared more for popularity than for the truth, and 
prayed for their illumination. The second class, he said, were 
uncertain, and for them he implored decision from heaven. 
On the third (the Infallibilists) who were walking in the paths 
of the Lord, he simply bestowed his benediction. These judg- 
ments appeared, at the least, premature, for if one part were 
already condemned, what was the use of prolonging the dis- 
cussion. 

6. The sittings were resumed on Saturday, June 18th, when 
it was expected that the third chapter would be finally voted, 
but instead of that, the debate on Infallibility was opened. It 
was a memorable day, for it witnessed the commencement 
of the final combat in which (though pretty well settled by what 
had preceded) was to be irrevocably decided the fate of the 
Catholic Church, the most serious struggle in which she had 
ever been engaged, for it brought her into opposition with the 
institutions and civil society of the age. We have now arrived 
at the knot of the question which agitated the Vatican Council, 
a critical and decisive question, on which depended the consti- 
tution of the Catholic Church, and l>cfore proceeding further wc 
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will turn back and consider briefly the history of the doctrine of 
Infallibility up to the present time. 

7. The growth of the Papacy has been gradual ; it began 
with the application of our Lord's words to St. Peter to his 
successors, the Bishops of Rome, and, being strengthened by 
the transfer of the seat of government brought about by Con- 
stantine, it naturally increased, as containing within itself the 
first principles of unlimited power, which were fostered by the 
growing favour of successive ages, and furthered by the wonder- 
ful talent and virtue of such men as Gregory VII., Innocent III., 
and Boniface VIII. The Church in general was occupied in 
the task of her own organisation, and in the laborious develop- 
ment of new forms of Christian life ; and though she had on 
many occasions acknowledged the primacy of the See of Rome, 
she had never had the opportunity nor felt the need of deter- 
mining a priori the character and conditions of their mutual 
relations, which varied according to circumstances, and were 
never made the subject of discussion, or accurately defined until 
the ninth century, when the study of Canon law sprang into 
existence. It was then that the jurists, seizing on the fact of 
the acknowledged primacy of the Roman See, constructed the 
syllogism which, with the aid of logic and dialectics (both 
powerful instruments of the intellectual movements referred to), 
would have led long since to the final result now under discus- 
sion but for the resistance constantly maintained by the energetic 
and practical working of the Church herself. The school that 
supported the theory of the unlimited power of the Pope arose 
with the appearance of the Decretals, or the formation of Canon 
law ; but with regard to his Infallibility, that was not included 
in the science of law, but belonged to the region of dogma; 
therefore, however much the Papal school of canonists tried to 
amplify the prerogatives of the See of Rome, declaring it uni- 
versal, above all other authority, and subject to no control, they 
could only open the way for Infallibility and facilitate its de- 
claration, but could go no further. Infallibility, as a matter of 
discussion, and as a definite opinion of the Church, only appears 
at a later date with the advance of theological studies. 

8. The age of St. Thomas Aquinas was fertile in canonical 
and theological controversy, and it is then that we meet with 
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the first mention of Infallibility as a dogma ; it was taken up 
from that time by the Roman ^^ Curia," and was maintained by 
the numerous mendicant orders who constitute the special 
defenders of Roman doctrine ; but even in those days it was re- 
sisted by many, and its nature was not accurately determined by 
its own supporters. A question had already been raised as to 
the case of a Pope falling into heresy, and the point was argued 
whether such a one would de facto lose the Papal quality. The 
Popes themselves carefully avoided giving any opinion on the 
matter of Infallibility for a long time. Some, like St Gregory 
the Great, had declined the attribute indirectly, indeed, but most 
warmly and repeatedly ; and even those who, like Innocent III., 
were strongly in favour of Papal authority, had never ventured 
on assuming such a quality. The University of Paris, the 
earliest school of theology, and especially devoted to its study, 
had constantly opposed the doctrine, and had inaugurated the 
Gallican traditions, which were firmly maintained in France, 
with varying success, until the end of the last century. The 
jurisconsults and the canonists had indeed striven all this 
time, unweariedly and with some degree of success, to extend 
and enlarge the Papal authority, as is shown by the works on 
Papal prerogative so common in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries — those of Martino di Tropau, of Tolomeo da Lucca, 
for instance, and many others. By these means, and by the 
increased authority acquired by the Roman See after the reigns 
of Gregory VII. and Innocent III., the prerogatives of the Popes 
and their Infallibility would have made rapid progress but for 
the schism of the West, which occurred towards the end of the 
fourteenth and the beginning of the fifteenth century. This 
schism, by its long duration, by its disastrous consequences, and 
by the perplexity experienced by the faithful in witnessing the 
proceedings of the different Popes who contended for the Chair 
of St. Peter, gave a shock to the Papal system, and greatly dimi- 
nished the prestige of the school which supported it to the utmost. 
9. In this crisis, people looked for help to the intervention of 
the episcopate, and a Council met at Pisa, whose work was not 
really completed until the Council of Constance. This latter 
assembly, which was convened in consequence of the great strife 
agitating the Church, checked the advancement of the Roman 
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Curia, of Papal authority, and, indirectly, the progress of the 
question of Infallibility. 

The Council of Basle was held shortly after, during the 
Pontificate of Eugcnius IV., and under much the same con- 
ditions as the Council of Constance, but was dissolved on the 
deposition of Eugenius and the accession of Felix V., though, 
when Eugenius was again in power, it re-assembled at Florence. 
This time Papal authority recovered its lost prestige, owing to 
the Council being held in Italy, to the favourable opportunity 
now afforded for the advancement of the Pope's authority by the 
reunion of the Latin and Greek Churches, and also on account 
of the mistakes committed at Basle. 

The formula of the Council of Florence concerning the Pope, 
though the last hope of the Opposition at the Vatican Council, 
seemed a great gain to the Roman Curia after the Councils of 
Constance and of Basle, assisted its rising fortunes, and added 
to the prestige of the Papacy. The formula was to this effect : 
that the Pope is Vicar of Christ, Head of the Church, Father 
and Master of all Christians, and that he is endued by God with 
full power to rule the Church in the manner laid down by the 
Canons and the precepts of Ecumenical Councils. Ever since 
the Council of Constance, and especially since that of Basle, 
the promoters of absolute authority had urged their views 
within and without the Curia, and they became more active 
and energetic when, in consequence of those Councils, Papal 
authority was questioned and the dominion of the Curia 
threatened ; in fact, we may say that Infallibility then, for the 
first time, acquired a scholastic or scientific form. The works 
of Cardinal Torquemada, theologian, and Master of the Sacred 
Palaces under Eugenius IV., which are the manual of the 
new school, appeared after the Council of Basle. They were 
followed by the writings of Cardinal Caetano and of Cano ; 
and up to the time of Bellarmine, Infallibilist doctrines were 
steadily on the ascendant, though some protests against them 
were heard, even in Italy : as, for example, in the severe words 
addressed by St. Catherine of Siena to Gregory XL, with 
the view of arresting the growing absolutism of Rome. Many 
illustrious and able churchmen endeavoured to do the same, by 
raising the influence and authority of the bishops. Sadoleto, 
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Contarini, Caraffa, Pole, and others among the cardinals, whose 
opinions carried much weight from their learning and high 
position, in the famous Memorial of 1538 acknowledged the 
necessity of placing some limit to the Pope's authority, and 
tried to find one ; but the fate of the Catholic Church in this 
respect was decided at the Council of Florence, where the 
triumph of the Papal system was inaugurated, the attempt to 
vindicate episcopal rights having failed at Basle. Torquemada 
and his school immediately resumed their efforts to further 
the movement towards Infallibility, which increased until its 
theory, though never universally accepted, and always opposed, 
was more or less explicitly admitted in the teaching and 
opinion of the adherents of the Roman " Curia," The doc- 
trine of Infallibility was not, however, fully admitted for three 
centuries, as a storm far more violent than the schism of 
the West now arose, and produced an insurmountable barrier 
to its progress. The Roman " Curia," as often happens, 
feeling confident of success, would not moderate its preten- 
sions ; and from the beginning of the sixteenth century there 
reigned a series of Popes who employed, without any re* 
straint, the unlimited authority, political and religious, which 
the Curia had assured to them ; and thereby excited (especially 
among the German races, who were of a sterner cast than others) 
a profound reaction ; and opened the door to the religious inno- 
vators who, for more than a century, had been agitating the 
minds of the newly-civilised populations of Europe. 

When the great crisis burst forth which rent Western Chris- 
tendom and threatened the foundations of the Christian religion, 
the rapid and unlooked-for success of the Reformation inter- 
rupted all those laborious efforts which since the Council of 
Florence had contributed greatly to further Papal ascendency 
both in theory and in practice, and to promote the authority of 
the Curia. The progress of the doctrine of Infallibility, which 
had been as rapid as possible in that corrupt and heretical 
century, was also arrested. 

10. The discussion of the prerogatives of Rome was im- 
possible at a moment when the very foundations of the Christian 
edifice were trembling beneath the shocks of the tempest of 
Reformation. That great event was attended by the same con- 
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sequences as had resulted from the schism of the West ; when 
the crisis was past and Rome had triumphed at Trent (though 
with the loss of two flourishing countries), her one thought 
was how best to profit by the victory, and, as in the Protestant 
movement, the question of Papal authority was set in the front 
rank, so also a reaction in favour of that authority was mani- 
fested on the Catholic side. This reaction encountered but slight 
resistance and few obstacles, for the more energetic and vigorous 
populations had detached themselves definitively from the in- 
terests at issue, and those who did take part in it were already 
affected in some measure by that frivolous and sceptical spirit 
which prepared the way for the philosophy of Voltaire, and 
brought about a new crisis in the nineteenth century. 

The famous Bull of Urban VIII., " In Coena Domini," was 
the most solemn manifestation of the renewed vigour of Papal 
authority, and in it the Pope himself spoke. Boniface VIII., 
three hundred years before, had established the primacy of the 
Papacy on earth in the Bull " Unam Sanctam," and now the 
BuH " In Coena Domini " confirmed those provisions, strongly 
reasserted ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and affirmed the unlimited 
power of the Pope in the Church. It is well to remark that 
the reaction against the independence and freedom of enquiry, 
introduced by the Reformation into Christianity, was charac- 
terised by an affected devotion and a blind and passive obedience 
to authority. One of the highest expressions of the tendencies 
of that period was the formation of the Order of the Jesuits, 
which adopted the qualities mentioned above as the rule of their 
conduct and as the very principle of their existence. For all 
these reasons Papal authority and the doctrine of Infallibility 
found themselves on favourable ground. Previous to the Re- 
formation Infallibility had borne a vague and indefinite character. 
Torquemada and his companions had indeed striven to fix its 
application ; but their theories had always been upset by one 
adverse argument, the possibility of a Pope proving to be a 
heretic. Here was a difficulty which they could not entirely 
overcome, though they endeavoured, by every possible means, 
to guard against it. It belongs to the character of passive 
reaction against mental freedom, which gave birth to the Order 
of the Jesuits, to advance the question of Infallibility, which 
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had constantly progressed as a recoil from any independent 
movement manifested in the Church ; and accordingly, in the 
period of repose and lassitude which succeeded the Council 
of Trent, the doctrine of Infallibility, with the assistance of 
casuistry, assumed more definite shape. Though obliged to con- 
tend with the incipient scepticism and pronounced cynicism of 
the age, it gained ground, and by means of the numerous writings 
and uncontested action of the Roman Curia, insinuated itself yet 
further into the feeble belief and lax practice of the Catholic 
populations, especially in Spain and Italy. There is, however, 
a considerable gap between Baronius, Orsi, and the apologists of 
that age and the present Infallibilists; and in reading the 'Annals' 
of the famous Baronius one can hardly understand, according 
to present ideas, how it was possible for a cardinal to use the 
language he often adopts, in writing the history of the Papacy. 
It remained for the storm of modern Revolution to drive into 
the widest antagonism the workings of absolute authority in 
opposition to those of uncontrolled license, and by the help of 
the latter, the promoters of absolutism, who are now represented 
by the so-called Catholic party, and led by the Jesuits (always its 
strongest promoters) have succeeded in passing the theory of the 
Pope's personal Infallibility in the clearest and most decided form, 
presenting it to a Council convoked for the express purpose of 
instituting it as a dogma of the Church on the 18th of June, 1870, 
about nineteen centuries after the foundation of Christianity, and 
about ten centuries after the theory had first become matter of 
debate. 

11. Five cardinals, Rauscher, Di Pietro, Bonnechose, Cullen, 
and Guidi, spoke on the 18th. Rauscher was obliged to have 
his speech read for him, the weakness of his voice preventing his 
being heard: it was moderate and conciliatory, but did not 
produce much effect. The event of the day, was the speech of 
Cardinal Guidi, who, having begun in such a way as to please 
the majority, ended by showing himself favourable to, if not 
entirely in accordance with, the views of the minority. His 
conclusion was that the Pope could not define doctrine without 
the Council or the advice of the Church ; for there was some 
uncertainty among his hearers as to whether his words were sine 
consilio or sine condlio Ecclesia:. 
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He was so led on by his own eloquence, that in the peroration 
he passed the limits he had originally fixed, and proposed a 
Canon which should contain an anathema against all who hold 
that the Popes could define doctrine without the advice of the 
Church. According to this, the Pope himself was in some peril 
of being condemned as having several times distinctly professed 
his belief in Infallibility. 

The effect of this speech was like that of a sudden thunder-clap 
in a cloudless sky. A Roman Cardinal actually the first, the only 
one, to side openly with the minority I If a shell had exploded 
amongst the majority, it could hardly have excited more commo- 
tion. The Infallibilist Fathers were much perturbed, and turned 
to Cardinal Guidi with violent gestures, and marks of extreme 
displeasure, while the bishops of the Opposition received him 
with the warmest demonstrations of pleasure and affection. The 
next day Cardinal Guidi was the universal subject of conversa- 
tion, and was cruelly spoken of and reviled by those who do not 
follow the doctrine taught by St. John in the charitable exhorta- 
tion, " Brethren, love one another." At the same time Guidi 
was summoned to the Vatican, and there it was reported he had 
to encounter many reproaches, which he received with perfect 
firmness and dignity. It was said that on this occasion the 
Pope adopted the well-known words of Louis XIV., turning 
their application to himself with regard to ecclesiastical tra- 
dition ; but it was impossible to ascertain the truth of these 
reports which circulated in Rome, but were of no real import- 
ance, and neither added to nor detracted from the weight of the 
incident itself. 

12. The number of inscribed orators on the 18th had risen to 
108, and the presidents determined not to interrupt the discussion, 
but to leave it unchecked, as they did not wish again to incur the 
reproach of exercising pressure or violence on the minority. Per- 
haps they were assisted in this resolution by the expectation that 
the heat of summer would soon bring about the close of the dis- 
cussion. When the Fathers met on Monday, the 20th, the le- 
gates addressed to them a monitum recommending brevity in their 
speeches ; and the Patriarch Valerga, who in discussing Eastern 
affairs, expressed himself as violently as he had done on a former 
occasion, when he caused great offence to the French bishops. 
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was called to order. Valerga's vehement speech met with little 
favour, on account of the unfortunate position of Eastern affairs, 
in the direction of which he was a good deal concerned. The 
majority even were displeased, and he was obliged to descend 
from the ambo, although his party had looked to him to undo 
the effect produced on the previous day by the speech of Cardinal 
Guidi. On Tuesday no Congregation was held, that being the 
anniversary of the coronation of the Pope, and Pius IX. entered 
upon the twenty-fifth year of his reign under auspices not indeed 
devoid of sadness. For twenty-four years he had been applauded 
and made much of in every possible way, and now he was gra- 
dually approaching his apotheosis. All parties vied with each 
other in exalting him, and doing honour to his high and lofty 
station, until nothing remained but to ascribe to him the powers 
of Divinity, and, indeed, he was about to receive one of the 
Divine prerogatives. The twenty-fifth year of their reign seems 
to be a fatal one for the Popes ; Pius IX. was no exception to 
this rule, for it was to be the occasion of his ceasing in some 
ways to be merely human and of his becoming something higher. 
The ultra-Catholic journals were full of observations and felici- 
tations on the aupicious event. 

13. On Wednesday the sittings were resumed, and the monitum 
ordering brevity in the speeches was put into practice. The 
legates adopted the expedient of ringing a bell in order to 
stop any orators who exceeded twenty minutes, and this plan 
answered very well, instead of closing the debate, a practice 
which was given up for the present. Only seven speeches were 
made on the 22nd, one of them by a bishop who warmly sup- 
ported Infallibility, but even he was obliged to desist after 
twenty minutes. The Archbishop of Osimo then made a con- 
ciliatory speech, and in order to dispose the legates in his favour, 
began by stating that he would be so brief as to save them the 
trouble of stopping him. In attempting this he incurred the 
imputation of want of clearness ; but notwithstanding the diffi- 
culty of treating matters so grave and complicated in a very 
short time, he managed to bring forward a project of reconcilia- 
tion. This was not of so absolute a nature as the formula adopted 
by the Jesuits, but was a reproduction of the ancient formula, 
which ever since the Council of Trent had been used in Roman 
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theology, and much resembled that contained in the second 
address issued after the first petition of the Infallibilists. This 
formula, as we have already stated, by asserting that the Pope 
and the bishops together form, de jure et de facto^ one Church, 
virtually sanctions the Infallibility of the Pope. The Bishop of 
Osimo, while rejecting the separation of the Pope from the bishops 
as a thesis and a hypothesis, both dejure et defactOy left the nature 
of their reciprocal influence and connection as indefinite as pos- 
sible ; so as to avoid countenancing the Galilean system on the 
one hand, or admitting personal Infallibility on the other. 

This proposal was quite as much as could be hoped for in an 
assembly known to be adverse to reform ; and in which the 
Opposition ultimately showed itself unequal to making a serious 
resistance, or of entertaining a firm resolution. It was a last 
hope for those who saw no other chance of safety, and who, un- 
willing to prejudge the question, wished to leave matters as 
they were previous to the Council, postponing their decision 
till a happier moment should arise ; but this sensible opinion 
was not the general one, and the bishop's speech was lost with 
the many other ardent and generous voices clamantium in deserto. 
Other speeches succeeded that of the Bishop of Osimo, and the 
presence of Cardinal Guidi in the Council Hall was especially 
noted. On the 23rd seven orators spoke against Infallibility ; 
and in the next sitting, on the 25th, Strossmayer, the great 
champion of the Opposition, again came forward. So great was 
the desire of making progress, that a Congregation was held on 
Tuesday, the 28th, although the Vigil of St. Peter, and Mon- 
signor Genuilhac, Primate of Gaul, spoke against Infallibility, 
but could scarcely be heard, on account of the murmurs of the 
majority. He was formerly Bishop of Grenoble, and had only 
been raised a few days since to his new dignity on the urgent 
request of the French Government, for the Holy See, knowing 
his opinions, would rather have chosen another candidate. Wed- 
nesday, the 29th, being the feast of St. Peter, no sitting was 
held, and next day the Pope gave up the usual ceremonies at the 
Ostian Basilica for the feast of St. Paul, in order that the Con- 
gregations might be resumed, and the happy moment of the 
declaration of Infallibility might be hastened. 

14. Meantime the feast of St. Peter had passed, and the aspect 
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of affairs, far from improving, grew darker. As Cardinal Guidi, 
who was considered an able and intelligent man, had abandoned 
the majority in order to side with the Opposition, it could hardly 
be supposed that their position was as yet hopeless, at least, such 
was the opinion of many. Moreover, the history of the address 
of the parochial clergy, and many other incidents, made it evi- 
dent that the Opposition were daily growing stronger, and signs 
of discontent were apparent very near the Papal throne. In 
Germany there were indications of a deep and increasing resist- 
ance; and the same spirit showed itself in France, where, 
according to the disposition of the people, it was expressed in a 
less serious manner, and found vent in many sharp and witty 
sayings, but certainly gained ground rather than decreased. The 
Opposition was no longer vague, isolated, and divided, as when 
first it sprang into existence, but was now an organised, and, to 
a certain extent, a disciplined body, representing a considerable 
portion of the Church, from the Catholics of America to the 
Cardinals of the Holy See. A person of great talent and of 
excellent judgment, in describing the state of affairs at this 
time, said that if Infallibility were accepted the Vatican Council 
would certainly not be accepted ; and, indeed, in forming any 
opinion on the prevailing condition of affairs, which was at all 
reasonable, it was impossible to escape from this dilemma. 

15. All who were acquainted with the course of Roman busi- 
ness saw that the Vatican could not stop halfway, and submit 
to a defeat which would be the more serious in proportion to 
the advance already made. At the same time it did not seem 
possible for the Vatican to insist on passing a dogma against 
the wish and convictions of an authoritative minority, whose 
numbers varied from 80 to 180, and if the timid and backward 
be included, reached 150. For if the whole of this number 
could not be reckoned upon for a definitive resistance, still 
the minority was too important to be overlooked. The ma- 
jority were well aware of this, and though quite determined 
themselves, they never gave up seeking for a formula which 
should split the Opposition and win over some of its members, 
but as they were determined not to sacrifice the smallest part of 
the dogma of Infallibility, their search was a vain one. 

The result of these attempts had been to found a sort of third 
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party in the Council (though a third party in religious matters 
has a difficult position), the head of which, at this moment, was 
Cardinal Guidi ; for when the first surprise occasioned by his 
conduct had subsided, it was evident that the step he had taken 
was rather with a view to reconciling conflicting parties than of 
joining the Opposition. Moreover, the fact of the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Bologna, a personal friend of the Pope, placing 
himself at the head of this attempt at reconciliation, was felt to 
be an indication of its vigour and suitability. We must allow 
that the endeavour was both liberal and courageous on the part 
of Cardinal Guidi ; but, like many previous attempts of the same 
nature, it was fruitless, since nothing could induce the majority to 
make any concession on the matter of personal Infallibility, and 
the Opposition, having been subjected to so many vexations and 
delusions, were resolved not to put up with further equivocation, 
and had become mistrustful and stubborn. Moreover there was 
this technical difficulty to contend with, that the Popes, having 
gradually reached a position of unlimited authority by a constant 
though gradual system of expansion, and being endued with the 
rights of primacy and absolute jurisdiction in the Church, had 
already acquired all the accessories of Infallibility ; and as in the 
long and disputed process all possible sophisms and verbal sub- 
tleties, and all the most ingenious combinations of phrases had 
been exhausted, there really remained nothing further to do in 
the way of discussion. It only remained now to say the word, 
and therefore the Council found itself inevitably in the dilemma 
of either declaring the dogma, or of leaving matters as they 
were ; but they viewed this latter course in the light of a defeat, 
so that reconciliation seemed impossible, and the state of anta- 
gonism in which both parties had been placed for the last six 
months continued unchanged. 

16. Towards the end of June the Opposition bethought them- 
selves of another expedient, and offered to the Pope a means of 
escaping in a manner convenient both to himself and to them, 
from the difficult position in which he was placed from being 
both the judge and the party chiefly interested, in the same 
question. Several bishops of the Opposition signed a petition, 
in which they prayed for a prorogation of the Council, on account 
of the great heat now prevailing in Rome, which seriously affected 
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many of their number. Their petition met with the usual recep- 
tion, and nothing further was known of its results save the inex- 
orable determination of the Pope that the Congregations should 
proceed without interruption until all the business of the Council 
was completed. With these or similar tentative eflforts on both 
sides, the month of June, the seventh since the Council had as- 
sembled, drew to a close, and though the grand question had not 
made any real advance since the first day, the Opposition had 
gained many adherents, had greatly extended its influence, and 
had spread considerably. This extension had drawn forth the 
expression of public opinion, which found vent in the saying we 
have alluded to, that " if the dogma of Infallibility were accepted, 
the Vatican Council would not be accepted," an opinion very 
generally entertained in the present serious state of affairs. Those 
who supported it did not suppose that if the Opposition were 
conquered, they would question the validity of the Council on 
account of the difficulties occasioned by the want of unanimity 
in its decisions, and other matters which they had often and 
earnestly lamented. Their intention was rather to point out that 
the world which had looked to the Council for the solution of the 
great political-religious and social-religious problems which had 
long troubled Catholic nations, and saw it occupied only in 
building up a perplexing and questionable apotheosis, would 
cease to regard it with attention, would lose all hope in it, and 
that in proportion as it endeavoured to render its action abso- 
lute and coercive, the influence of that action on society would 
be diminished. 
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JULY. 



I.— CLOSE OF THE DEBATES. 

1. Effects of the climate.— 2. Weariness of the assembly. — 3. The bishops begin 
to lea?e Home. — 4. The first heads of the scheme ** De Ecclcsia ** are Yoted. — 
5. Close of the discussion. — 6. Reasons of the Oppesition for accepting it — 
7. The same. — 8. Discussion on the amendments.— 9. The Opposition consider 
their future course.— 10. Formula of Infallibility.— 11. After the proposal. — 
12. The third chapter is voted.— 13. The fourth chapter is voted.- 14. The 
vote on Wednesday, July 13. 

1. The venerable assembly now began to experience the full 
heat of a Roman summer. The burning rays of the sun have 
not only a weakening effect on the constitution, but falling on 
the uncultivated and marshy Campagna occasion a state of 
atmosphere, if not always fatal, at least injurious to the natives 
themselves. Only those who have actually experienced the 
summer heat in Rome can understand the effect it produced on 
the bishops from northern countries, accustomed to the cool tem- 
perature, the bracing air, and the sparkling streams of Germany. 
At an advanced age, changes of temperature which would other- 
wise have no great effect, have serious and rapid results, and 
many of the bishops and their dependents fell ill. It is difficult 
to describe the lassitude and despondency which the hard and 
wearisome work of the Council produced in those sensitive 
natures, when the temperature was such as suited the Spaniards, 
Calabrians, and Mexicans. These latter had probably looked 
forward to the result produced on their northern brethren in 
Opposition, when the thermometer stood at 115° in the shade. 
The Opposition were influenced by the same consideration when 
thoy had prayed for the prorogation of the Council before pro- 
ceeding to the definition of Infallibility ; but the south occupied 
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the seat of authority, and the north was unable to carry this or 
any other of its wishes. 

2. Signs of this state of weariness had been apparent for 
some time. The Bishop of Ferentino had urged it in one of 
the recent Congregations as an argument against the Oppo- 
sition, accusing its members of prolonging the sufferings of the 
Fathers, but he became himself the victim of his own accusation. 
While venting his displeasure against the minority in the well- 
known classical quotation, '' quousque tandem abutere paticntia 
nostra?" the legate remarked that his words were most apt, and 
invited him to set the example of the right course by himself 
descending from the tribune. The assembly, tired of him, as 
indeed it was of all the orators, cordially hailed the intervention 
of the legate, and those present asserted that the ringing of 
the bell which cut short the ardent speaker, was the most grateful 
sound which had ever yet reverberated through the Council 
Hall. 

3. When the bishops learned that the Pope refused to listen to 
the just plea for a prorogation afiForded by the tropical heat, their 
state of discouragement became one of deep vexation, and they 
began one by one to leave Rome for their own dioceses, partly 
from disgust at the want of kindness and generosity with 
which they had been treated, and partly from reasons of health 
and from mistrust of the future. The Vatican willingly granted 
leave of absence to all who then applied for it, with the hope, 
perhaps, of diminishing the strength of the Opposition by 
offering its members a safe means of retreat from the difficulties 
of their position. It was said that the authorities afterwards 
regretted not having obtained from those Fathers who left 
Rome, some guarantee or promise of submission to the decrees 
of the Council in the event of its proclaiming the dogma of 
Infallibility, a result which now seemed probable and near at 
hand. At any rate, the bishops in Opposition believed this, 
and several times feared that some such promise would be 
exacted from them, and this misgiving considerably affected 
their later deliberations. 

4. The bishops of Savannah and Paderborn spoke on Friday, 
July 1st. The latter attempted to bring about a reconciliation 
between the two parties by conceding to the Pope the attribute 
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of Infallibility, without imposing its belief upon the consciences 
of the faithful as a dogma. This proposal was hailed with shouts 
of indignation, and the bishop who next came forward, proposed 
rather to extend the Infallibility of the Pope beyond the region 
of faith and morals, to all which is comprised in Catholic 
morality, as science, politics, &c. It does not appear that the 
assembly gave this second proposal as bad a reception as it had 
offered to the first. On the 2nd of July the Council clearly 
manifested their desire to bring the proceedings to a close. 
Some Fathers inscribed to speak, declared their intention of not 
doing so, and therefore in the course of one sitting, thirty-two 
names were cleared off the lists, of whom the greater number 
never entered the tribune at all. Several bishops proposed that 
two Congregations should be held daily as a means of shortening 
the discussion and gaining time, but this idea was unanimously 
rejected. The second and third chapters of the scheme were 
voted on this occasion, and the debate proceeded until brought 
to an end by the refusal of those who should have spoken, to 
come forward. 

5. It was impossible to indulge any further illusions as to the 
intentions of the Vatican, which was evidently determined to 
carry through the plans approved by the majority, notwith- 
standing the resistance they might encounter. The patience 
of the Opposition had been already sorely tried by the heat of 
the climate and the wearisome delays in business, while the 
refusal of the Pope to agree to a prorogation of the Council 
after the festival of St. Peter had put the finishing stroke to their 
displeasure, and now the conviction that the Vatican was bent 
upon the declaration of Infallibility caused a real panic among 
them. On Sunday, July 3rd, their leaders held a meeting, in 
which they finally determined to desist from a combat hence- 
forward useless, and possibly dangerous ; the resolution was 
spontaneously adopted by nearly all present, and, in this frame 
of mind, the Fathers attended the Congregation on Monday. 
The history of the close of the debate has been told in many 
ways, but all admit that when one of the bishops belonging 
to the Opposition attempted to speak, he was greeted with 
impatient cries of ^^abstineas, renuncia," &c., from the ma- 
jority ; whereupon another member of the minority, supposed to 
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be Strossmayer, rose and declared his determination to be hence- 
forward silent, an example which was soon followed by his 
colleagues. One of the majority then observed that the Oppo- 
sition having announced their resolution not to speak further, 
the debates were ended, and invited his own party to express 
their agreement in this conclusion. Accordingly, all who had 
prepared to speak, announced their willingness to desist, except- 
ing two or three of the Fathers, who still wished to be heard. 
Cardinal de Luca, one of the presidents, gladly availed himself 
of the occurrence, praised the assembly for its determination, 
thanked those who had originated the happy idea, and declared 
the debate, and the sitting to be concluded. In fact, it might 
be said that the war ended for lack of combatants to carry 
it on. 

6. The intention of the Opposition in thus promoting the 
close of the debate was simply, as one of their members publicly 
declared, to avoid wasting time and arguments upon adversaries 
who were resolved to take no account of them, and to disregard 
the traditions and the future fate of the Church. The majority 
tried to set aside this reasoning and to explain the matter so as 
to suit their own wishes, but the result of the definitive vote 
soon vindicated the truth of the assertion, even without the 
declaration of the bishops in Opposition. 

7. Many people have criticised the conduct of the Oppo- 
sition on this occasion, but to form a correct judgment on the 
point all the facts of the case should be fully considered. Owing 
to the state of despondency prevailing in the minority, and the 
fact that many of the German, Hungarian, and French bishops 
had already left Rome, the Infallibilists had become more 
daring, and interrupted the speeches of their adversaries with 
signs of irony and disapprobation. It almost seemed that, 
like the Russians when their country was invaded by the French 
in 1812, they expected the climate to fight for them, and as 
soon as they felt its beneficial influences, they considered them- 
selves masters of the field, and began to taste the sweets of 
victory. The Opposition were obliged by their own policy, and 
by the nature of the subject and length of the discussion, to 
repeat the same things very frequently, but this could not 
go on. 
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When it was once ascertained that the Pope was determined 
not to prorogue the Council, and that the dogma of Infallibility 
would be certainly declared, there was no use in further delay, 
and no hope but in the final vote. Prolonged discussion on a 
matter already settled could not influence the opinions of the 
Fathers, and, moreover, the attempt to continue the debate in a 
season of intense heat, far from bringing about a good result, 
was likely rather to prejudice their cause. Indeed, had the 
meetings of the Council been extended, the bishops would still 
have gone on leaving Rome, and the Opposition would in 
consequence have become daily weaker, as its members, being 
chiefly from northern latitudes, were especially sensitive to the 
effects of the Roman climate. The minority were most anxious 
to prevent this result, because the loss of votes, though not im-* 
portant to the majority, was a most serious one to them at the 
final and conclusive decision, when the whole matter would be 
settled. Every day, therefore, now wasted was a clear gain 
to the majority, and an equal loss to the minority, a result 
which the former had probably foreseen ; when, once certain 
that the assembly would not be dissolved before their work 
was accomplished, they no longer demanded, or directly pro- 
moted the closing, but left the matter to be brought about by 
the state of general weariness prevailing among the Fathers, 
and the result soon justified their expectations. The Opposi- 
tion were also induced by these considerations to join, though 
reluctantly, in furthering the desires of the majority, who were 
naturally delighted to end a discussion on which they had made 
up their minds before it ever began. It remained for the future, 
now so dark and stormy, and pregnant with most important 
events, to reveal whether the Opposition had been right or wrong 
in their policy, and whether, after all that can be said in their 
defence, it might not appear that by a chance which could not 
be foreseen their patience had suffered shipwreck when they were 
almost within the harbour. If succeeding events had not justi- 
fied this latter conclusion, it would have been difficult to blame 
the Opposition for a policy which had been fatally guided by 
the natural course of events and the prevailing public opinion. 
Great astonishment was felt in the city on the day when the 
sitting of the Council terminated in the sudden manner wc have 
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described, and all sorts of rumours were circulated at the sight 
of the bishops leaving St. Peter^a at an unwonted hour, many on 
foot, having sent away their carriages, and others crowded to- 
gether in the public conveyances ; but none, perhaps, who wit- 
nessed the prelates thus returning quietly home, realised the 
influence their decrees would exercise on the civil and religious 
future, not only in Italy, but in Europe and the whole world ! 

8. Business proceeded rapidly after this. On Monday, July 
5th, the amendments on the third chapter concerning the 
Primacy were discussed, and, the general resistance having 
ceased, no objections were made, although the Congregation was 
a very full one. 

Some bishops proposed, in order to gain time, that this 
chapter, with the amendments agreed on, should be again printed 
and distributed to 'the Fathers, that they might examine its con- 
tents at leisure ; this occasioned a delay, and the vote on that 
chapter only took place on Monday the 11th. It was, if we may 
so consider it, the last concession granted by the president. It 
was said that on this chapter being presented to the Pope for his 
approbation, after it had been amended, though not definitively 
voted by the Council, he added something to it of his own 
accord, and when this became known to the assembly it aroused, 
on the part of the Opposition, the last demonstrations of an in- 
dignation which they well knew was hereafter unavailing and 
powerless. Everyone will understand that matters having 
reached this stage, such anecdotes are of little importance, and 
it is most difficult to arrive at a knowledge of their accuracy ; 
but one thing is certain — that the third chapter was passed in 
the assembly without serious resistance. 

9. The majority, elated by this result, began to entertain hopes 
not only for the vote on the third chapter, but for the much 
questioned and important fourth chapter, and their expectations 
were strengthened by the knowledge that differences had arisen 
among the leaders of the Opposition. 

When these latter had agreed at their meeting to give up 
speaking and to allow the debates to be closed, they had also re- 
flected on the conduct to be pursued when the end, which their 
policy was now hastening, should arrive. It seems that the 
Bishop of Orleans, and most of the French prelates in Opposi- 
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tion, wished to make a solemn protest against the treatment 
they had met with, against the advantage taken of the hot season 
to weary them, the want of fairness shown towards them by the 
presidents all through the discussion, and, lastly, against the 
excesses, insults, and affronts of which the majority had been 
guilty with regard to them. Having made this protest, they 
proposed to leave Rome immediately. The Germans, with 
Monsignor Haynald at their head, were of a different opinion ; 
they were adverse to the protest, and wished to remain in Rome 
till the end. Perhaps they were right; so many protests had 
been already made and disregarded, that to continue them seemed 
almost undignified; and, moreover, the subjects of complaint, 
though they might be just in themselves, were not of a nature 
easily susceptible of proof. In fact, the protest was never made. 
As to the question of leaving or remaining at Rome, time has 
perhaps shown that on this point the judgment of the Germans 
was the right one, for the most resolute and the clearest course 
is usually the best. 

10. These divisions were a cause of hope to the Vatican, and 
therefore, whether in consequence of the encouragement thus 
gained, or as the logical and natural results of the policy 
adopted, it came about that the formula of Infallibility was 
finally produced under these auspices at the end of the discussion 
on the amendments to the fourth chapter, and in the very Con- 
gregation of the 4th of July in which the Fathers had announced 
their intention of not prolonging the debate. The formula was 
just what had been expected for some time, and what the ma- 
jority had prepared with much care, though it had never assumed 
a definite shape before, and it now appeared as the final result, 
the consummation of the unanimous wish of the majority who 
had convoked the Vatican Council and guided the course of its 
deliberations. As this formula was produced by itself, before 
the close of the debate, it might be looked upon as a sort of 
amendment to the fourth chapter, an amendment to the new 
scheme ^' De Ecclesia " introduced during the discussion. This 
scheme had not been sent back to the Commission for revision, 
and thus the formula preserved that curt and unceremonious cha- 
racter appertaining to the motus in fine velocioTj with which the 
later business of the Council proceeded. The formula was thus 
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worded, that the Pope ^^ cum omnium Christianorum pastoris ct 
doctoris munere fungens, pro suprema sua apostolica auctoritate, 
doctrinam de fide vel moribus ab universa Ecclesia tenendam 
definit, per assistentiam divinam ipsis in Beato Petro promissam 
ea infallibilitate pollere, qua Redemptor Ecclesiam suam insti- 
tutam esse voluit." 

This was the ultimatum which, at the close of a trying and 
stormy discussion, and after numerous protests, the Vatican 
offered to the bishops, now wearied out by the simultaneous 
weight of an unbending will, of ecclesiastical prestige, and of 
the torrid climate of Rome. 

The formula itself was so clear and precise as to defy all com- 
ments. Some tried to persuade themselves that it was better 
than the preceding one ; others thought it worse ; in truth, it was 
difficult to draw fine distinctions where none really existed ; 
when one has said that snow is white, it would be hard to 
make the assertion in better or worse terms, for having said it, 
one has stated all that there was to say. The terms of this 
formula, on minute examination, might perhaps be construed 
to indicate that Infallibility resides primarily in the Church, and 
is enjoyed by the Pope ex derivato when he makes definitions 
ex cathedrdj &c. But of what practical value are these subtleties ? 
In reality, any Pope wishing to extend this power to its logical 
consequences, has really the means of upsetting the whole world, 
or, at least, that part of it which recognises his authority, when- 
ever he chooses. History presents us with the example of 
several Popes who virtually exercised this power before it was 
decreed to them by an Ecumenical Council, and we do not find 
that they acknowledged any limit to their dominion. 

11. It seems that, having thus made the definitive stroke, the 
Vatican remained for a moment astonished, and uncertain as to 
the effect it had produced. The authorities took measures to 
ascertain from the bishops in Opposition through their colleagues, 
what course they intended to pursue in the event of the Pope 
disregarding their resistance and vote of " Non placet," and in- 
sisting on the promulgation of the dogma of Infallibility. The 
Secretary of State appeared very uneasy as to the opinion of 
Governments on this declaration. How would they receive the 
bishops, new Papal vicars, who would now represent in their 
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States no longer a national authority and local interests, but the 
authority of Rome, and consequently of a foreign prince, with a 
policy of his own, a prince to whom they owed an obedience su- 
perior to all national duties and obligations ? With regard to the 
first doubt, the uncertainty as to the conduct of the Opposition, it 
was seriously proposed to present to the bishops, along with the 
definition of the dogma, a document to be signed by all those 
who had voted against it ; by which they should promise either 
to accept the dogma, or resign their sees. The Opposition, 
rightly or wrongly, were much alarmed at this prospect, not pos- 
sessing such unanimity of opinion or firmness of organisation 
as would insure their safety under the trial. They found them- 
selves reduced to such a predicament, that to escape from it 
logically, they must impugn, not only the Infallibility of the Pope, 
but the validity of the Council, thus indicating the constraint 
under which they had been placed in forming their decisions, for 
if they acknowledged the validity of the Council without accept- 
ing Infallibility, the resignation of their sees was the logical 
result. It was not possible for them to assume the course of 
action first mentioned, as Rome was not the place for it, the time 
was not propitious, and they themselves not the men to do it ; 
so to avoid the consequences of the second alternative was very 
difficult, and the uncertainty and perplexity they experienced 
greatly influenced their conduct in the public Session. With 
regard to the second doubt, the difficulty about Foreign Powers, 
although the most clear-sighted were far from being at ease, 
persons not possessed of great discrimination comforted them- 
selves with the reflection that an undue pressure of authority is 
readily excused by those who exercise authority themselves, and 
thought that the Secretary of State might easily reassure Foreign 
Governments by some such note as he had already addressed to 
them. The so-called Catholic party trusted, with regard to 
public opinion, to the tolerance and freedom of thought which 
has everywhere triumphed in modern days, a liberty which that 
party never ceases to oppose, but which it knows how to convert 
to its own purposes, better even than the Liberals. 

12. The third chapter was voted on Monday, July 11th. 
Thirty or forty votes of " Non placet " were irremediably lost by 
the return of so many German, Hungarian, and French bishops to 
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their own dioceses. On the same day the debate on the amend- 
ments to the fourth chapter — nearly 100 in number — was com- 
menced, but it is clear from what we have already stated that 
no effectual discussion on the amendments could be undertaken, 
as the debate on the text itself had been abandoned. A last 
resistance was made to the word anathema, which was not 
originally inserted in the formula of Infallibility, nor in the 
text as read by the reporters, but was now unexpectedly brought 
forward in a new amendment by some Infallibilist bishops, who, 
being masters of the field, succeeded in affixing it to the state- 
ment as prepared for promulgation. The condemnatory clause 
may accordingly be read in the draft of the dogma, which was 
promulgated at the public Session, and takes the place of the 
circumlocutory phrases which had closed the other formulas 
presented to the assembly. 

13. The greatest precipitation now characterised the proceed- 
ings of the assembly ; formulas succeeded one another with such 
rapidity that they were no longer revised by the Commissions, but 
were substituted one for another and amended in the course of a 
single debate. So great was the haste, that the discussion on 
the amendments to the fourth chapter, numbering almost 100, 
which commenced on the 11th, was finished on the 13th, and 
put to the vote, with the alterations we have indicated. The 
latter day will be ever memorable in the annals of the 
Church for its influence on her future destiny. That day wit- 
nessed the voting on the Infallibility of the Pope, the fourth 
chapter of the scheme " De Ecclesia," with these results : bishops 
inscribed, 692 ; total number of votes, 601 ; " Placet," 451 ; 
" Non placet,'* 88 ; " Juxta modum," 62 ; among which latter 
were three cardinals ; absent, 91, among whom was the Secretary 
of State. The number of Fathers absent from the Council on 
just grounds was about 30 ; so it might fairly be considered that 
the absence of the others was intentional, many of them being 
actually in Rome, and not choosing to appear, and others having 
left the city in order to avoid being present. From the absence 
of the Secretary of State it seems that up to that moment he was 
uncertain of the final result, and of the ultimate intention of the 
Pope. 

14. Such is the history of the vote which expressea the 
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opinion of the assembly, on the personal Infallibility of the 
Pope. Notwithstanding all the eflForts made to further the 
dogma, and all the pressure exercised by the authorities in its 
favour, between the votes of " Non placet," of " Placet juxta 
modum," those being conditional assents which in absolute 
matters become negative, and those who abstained from voting, 
we may dispassionately and equitably reckon the number of 
dissentients to be between 150 and 200. 

We include in this number all the Fathers who in this Con- 
gregation rejected the proposed formula of the personal Infalli- 
bility of the Pope, more or less distinctly, and absolutely, as to 
the whole, or in part, either in word, or in deed. If we revert to 
the calculation made in the first chapters as to the number of 
the Fathers present at the Council, and recollect how many 
bishops in partihus^ that is to say, holding no cure of souls, were 
there ; how many cardinals in the same position, how many 
generals of religious orders, who constitute a sort of special army, 
and are trained under a peculiar and exceptional discipline, and 
if one remembers that all these form a class particularly depen- 
dent on the court of Rome, the sum of the dissentients, even 
taken at its lowest figure, acquires an importance greater than 
its amount would warrant in the proportions of the assembly. 
It must also be borne in mind that the episcopal sees of Italy 
and the Pontifical provinces, with regard to their size and 
number, are as five or six to one when compared with France 
and Germany ; and as the Opposition came almost exclusively 
from the latter countries, the same number, taken as the expres- 
sion of thought and power, gains still more in value. Finally, 
we must admit that the moral worth of the criterion afforded by 
this vote re-establishes, with less difference than appears from the 
figures in themselves, the relative position of the majority and the 
minority. Moreover, we should not forget the influence exercised, 
and that naturally produced by the august presence of the Pope 
in the Vatican, on the Fathers of the Assembly, and we should 
also remember human weakness, which must always be taken 
into account, in the presence of one who was the dispenser of 
ecclesiastical promotion, and the author of ecclesiastical rebuke ; 
when all this is borne in mind, the reflections we have already 
made are strengthened, and the relative proportions of the 
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majority and the minority are somewhat modified in the mind 
of the sagacious and impartial observer. There remains but one 
other test which, though an indirect one, cannot be overlooked in 
our estimate of the votes given on July 13th, and that is the 
moral and intellectual weight of the bishops and populations 
who in one way or other took no part in it. We have now 
pointed out all that is required for a just appreciation of this 
event, both in a civil and historical point of view, an event 
which is not and cannot be unimportant, to the credit and the 
future of the religion of the great majority of the Latin races. 



n.~FOURTH SESSION. 



1. Calculations well foundod, but disappointed. — 2. The Opposition send a 
message to the Pope. — 3. Adjunct to the formula of Infallibility. — 4. Protest 
of the assembly. — 5. Last attempts of the Opposition. — 6. Fourth Session. — 
7. Reflections on the vote. — 8. Protests of the Opposition. — 9. After the 
event.— 10. Text of the Canons that promulgate Infallibility. — 11. The future. 
— 12. Mnemosynon. 

1. The result of this vote, though it was not, and could not 
be contested according to the rules, we do not say of ancient 
Roman wisdom only, but even by those of common prudence, 
was yet such as ought to have withheld any Assembly from 
proceeding to further decisions on a matter of so much gravity. 
Indeed, owing to that vote, one side of the dilemma raised 
by the Opposition was brought into a clear and formidable 
light. According to general belief, especially at Rome, the 
Church never creates a dogma new in itself; but, in defining 
a dogma, simply attests some belief which has been always and 
universally professed. 

It was consequently maintained that a declaration which, 
notwithstanding all the helps and furtherances described, was 
still opposed by about one-third of the legitimate representatives 
of Catholic opinion, could not by the strongest resolution in 
the world be carried into eflFect ; because, as the universality of 
belief would be thus seriously impugned, not only in the past 
but in the present, the result would only be a futile endeavour 
to demonstrate at the same time what was and what was not. 
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Those who up to the last day believed that the work under- 
taken by the Civilta Cattolica would be unsuccessful, cannot be 
accused of presumption, or wilful self-deception, when all these 
considerations are borne in mind. The vote had, on the whole, 
justified the estimate formed of the state of opinion in the 
Church, and left room for a reasonable belief that the definition 
would be certainly suspended, if it did not altogether fail. But 
the contrary to all this soon became apparent The Vatican 
was indeed deeply agitated at so grave a resistance, but in its 
agitation, ^^ ne mosse collo ne piego sua costa."* 

On the day of the final vote, the legates only announced to 
the Fathers that the votes of " Placet juxta modum " would be 
taken into consideration, and a special report drawn up in the 
next Congregation. 

2. The minority, who had already suspected it, then dis- 
covered that, notwithstanding their votes, the business was at 
once to proceed, and that the public Session for the definitive 
promulgation of the dogma would be held as quickly as possible. 
The leaders of the Opposition of different nations held meetings 
on the 14th and 15th, in order to settle by common consent the 
line of action to be adopted in this dangerous crisis ; and it 
was proposed to nominate a Commission on behalf of the 
minority, who should implore the Pope to suspend the definition 
of the dogma, making known to his Holiness their number, and 
their determination, if the demand were not complied with, to 
repeat, though with much regret, the " Non placet ^ — already 
given in the private Congregation — before all the world in the 
public Session. The Commission was composed of Cardinal 
Schwarzemberg, and the Archbishops of Paris, of Lyons, of Milan, 
and of Halifax. They spoke most strongly to the Pope of the 
dangers now threatening the Church ; they earnestly prayed for 
some modification of the scheme ; and they acquainted him 
with the intention of the Opposition to repeat the " Non placet *' 
in the public Session if obliged to do so. 

They also informed him that to this end they could reckon 
confidently on about 120 Fathers, who fully concurred in their 
opinions. The Pope returned an ambiguous answer, and 

♦ * Neither his neck lie moved nor bent liis side.* — 

LoNOFELLow, * Dsintc/ /«/. X. 75. 
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showed himself ill-informed in the matter ; but said he would 
confer with the legates, promised to consider, and received the 
petition of the Commission. By such behaviour, he admitted 
that he was still dubious as to the attitude the Opposition 
might assume, and would not, therefore, give any decided opinion 
himself, but the doubt, if he ever really entertained it, was soon 
dispelled. 

3. This took place on the Friday ; and in the Congregation 
held on Saturday the 16th, the following day, no other effect of 
all the opposition shown at the last vote and of the remon- 
strances made by the Commissions to the Pope was apparent, 
save the presentation of another amendment drawn up by the 
extreme Infallibilists. In this the formula of Monday, already 
recorded and amended, was embodied in its most concise ex- 
pression, carefully and specifically eliminating the proviso that 
the consent of the bishops and their approbation, though in a 
less exclusive form, was necessary in order to render the Papal 
decrees infallible. 

The fourth public Session of the Vatican Council was then 
definitively fixed for Monday, July 18th. The last amendment 
was, in the first place, so worded that the Pontifical decree 
ex cathedra should be '^ irreformabiles ex sese absque consensu 
Ecclesiae ; " but this formula, when proposed, was not accepted 
by the assembly, notwithstanding its favourable leaning towards 
Infallibility. It was requisite in order that this amendment 
should gain the vote of the majority, to modify it as follows : 
" Ex sese non autem ex consensu Ecclesiae irreformabiles esse." 
The addition of this new clause excluding the bishops from 
participating in the universal decrees of the Church was an 
incident similar to that which occurred on the introduction of 
the word "anathema" into the text in the Congregation of 
Monday, the 14th, that is to say, the clause was proposed and 
accepted by the assembly in the course of the discussion with- 
out any preparation whatever. We may infer this also, from 
the fact that the formula, as given by the Giomale di Roma 
and every other official document, even the draft of its pro- 
mulgation read at the public Session, contained the very 
phrases which expressly excluded the necessity of the consent 
of the bishops, according to the result of Saturday's Congrega- 
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tion ; whereas, the formula given a little while before by the 
Uni^ CaUolicOy which received its communications direct from 
Rome, contained the definitive text that was to be published, 
but no mention of the exclusion of the bishops.* It is clear 
that the Unitd Cattolica had received its information from 
Rome immediately after the voting of Wednesday, the 13th, 
and previous to the last addition made in the text in the 
meeting of Monday, which we have already described. There- 
fore, if up to the day of voting it had never entered into the 
heads of the Commission or of the presidents to express this 
idea, and if they had already published the formula which 
resulted from that vote as definitive, there is ample proof that 
the clause was not the consequence of a carefiil considera- 
tion by the majority, but simply a partial opinion presented 
after the final voting under the form of an amendment, and 
summarily carried through on the 16th, after the minority had 
retired from the debate. 

But whose idea was it ? at whose instigation was it proposed ? 
The Crxomale di Roma of the 26th of July, a few days after, re- 
pelled the accusation made by other newspapers, that the words 
excluding the consent of the bishops had been placed there by 
the Pope, and insisted, instead, that they were inserted by the 
Congregation of Saturday ; but the Giomale di Roma did not 
add at whose request or instigation had been proposed, in the 
last Congregation, an addition which the Commission itself up 
to that time had never brought forward. It did not say by 
whose authoritative hand the vote of the 13th had been taken 
back, after being once published, in order to be so much modi- 
fied ; and therefore the Giomale Ufficiale failed to throw any 
light on a question which remained still open to the free judg- 
ment of commentators. This was all the answer given to the 
remonstrances of the Commission of bishops sent to the Pope 
after the last voting. Moreover, the public Session which was 
fixed, as we have seen, for Tuesday, was anticipated by twenty- 
four hours, and after the visit of the Commission, in the Congre- 
gation of Saturday, at which the new amendment was voted, it 
was settled for Monday, the 18th. Whether the Pope had 

* '* Ideo hi^'osmodi Romani PontiflciB definitiones omc ex seae irreformabiles.*' 
Vnith Caitdica, Martedi, 19 Luglio. 
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ascertained that the minority would not continue their resistance 
till the public Session — whether the die being once cast, it was 
considered well to make as much as possible out of the chance, 
and at the same time, in order to avoid new difficulties, to pro- 
ceed as quickly as possible towards the attainment of the object 
now become indispensable for the majority — whatever were the 
reasons that determined the conduct of the principal actors at 
the moment, one thing is certain, that, between Friday and 
Saturday a great change was observable in their disposition, and 
that, finally, every external sign of hesitation and moderation was 
given up. It was said that during the voting of the last new 
amendment some of the most dispassionate bishops displayed 
signs of deep emotion, called forth probably by the consideration 
of the rapidity and security with which their act would be 
accomplished, and carried to its ultimate results : an act which 
spread over the future of the Church a veil impenetrable to 
human eyes. 

4. At the close of Saturday's Congregation, a protest, after- 
wards inserted in the Giamale di Roma^ was read to the whole 
assembly on behalf of the presidents. It was very decided in 
style, and marked by that violence which has of late charac- 
terised the productions of the Roman Chancery. This protest 
denounces in general terms all that, without distinction, it 
characterises as " le calunnie putridissime " (putrid calumnies), 
" e le turpissime menzogne " (shameful lies), not only of the 
heterodox but of nominal Catholics, and even of consecrated 
ministers of religion, against the proceedings and the freedom 
of the Council ; and especially condemned two pamphlets on 
the subject, *Ce qui se passe au Concile,' which we have 
already noticed, and another recently published, entitled ' La 
derniere heure du Concile,' which pointed to the hope of a 
future Council, in the arrangements of which such liberty and 
justice should prevail as are requisite for eflFectually remedying 
the ills of the Church. 

It was evident from a protest so solemn, signed by the 
presidents and Secretary of the Council, against anonymous 
pamphlets and newspaper articles, that assaults, which are 
usually disregarded by private individuals, were keenly felt at 
Rome ; but instead of producing the desired effect, they seemed 
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rather to show that the authorities experienced the need of self- 
defence. 

Whatever may be thought of the substance of the protest, 
and the time of its appearance, the form in which it was drawn 
up met with much disfavour. Indeed, persons who try to prove 
too much, sometimes end by proving nothing. One may pro- 
test against a particular lie or several definite lies, but to protest 
against lies in general is a work of supererogation. Criticism 
can only be exercised on determinate facts, and consequently 
this sort of generic eloquence is unavailing, and of no historical 
value. 

Two copies of the protest, signed by the presidents, were 
distributed to each of the Fathers, who were invited to preserve 
one, and to sign the other, consigning it to the archives of the 
Council as a perpetual memorial. This document accordingly 
bore the signatures of those who usually made up the majority, 
and who had, in fact, done the whole work, including the framing 
of the protest itself, which will descend to posterity in con- 
nection with the history of the Council, and will, with all other 
events, be only then rightly estimated when it has undergone 
the scrutiny of succeeding generations. 

Before the close of the Congregation on Saturday, the legates 
announced to the Fathers that the Council would not be pro- 
rogued, but that the Sovereign Pontiff granted them a vacation 
during the summer months : they were invited to reassemble at 
the Vatican in the beginning of autumn, to continue their work ; 
which, by the way, was deprived of much of its importance and 
utility by the last declaration. 

5. Every possible means of resistance was employed by the 
minority in the hours that remained between the Congregation 
of Saturday, and the Session announced for Monday ; prayers 
and supplications, written and verbal, and entreaties of every 
sort were used. Some of the Fathers, seeing that they were not 
likely to obtain any redress, proposed simply the elimination of 
the word " anathema,** by which the proposition would revert 
to its original form, but in vain. On the Sunday, the bishops 
of the Opposition, seeing that all was lost, began to consider 
whether they should assist at the public Session, and openly 
repeat the " Non placet," as the Germans wished from the 

P 2 
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beginning, or whether, following the opinion expressed by the 
French, they should protest and leave Rome. The latter 
opinion prevailed, as being the more simple and easy coarse, 
and the one, as they themselves declared, most in accordance 
with filial duty. But it seems that before carrying this resolu- 
tion into practice, one of the leaders of the Opposition, the 
Archbishop of Vienna, on that very Sunday went again to the 
Pope to repeat the prayer already made on behalf of himself 
and his colleagues, and to inform him of their determination 
in the event of its rejection, not to assist at the public Session. 
This time the message met with a very decided and downright 
denial with regard to the thing prayed for, and very scant 
courtesy as to the matter generally ; so that on the return of 
the last messenger of reconciliation, the bishops of the Oppo- 
sition at once signed the protest, and left Rome in great 
numbers, as quickly as possible, for fear of any strong measures 
being adopted towards them by the conquerors. They were 
afraid, also, If the dogma were once promulgated, of find- 
ing themselves under the difficult alternative suggested by the 
" anathema," namely, of being constrained either to submit or 
to abandon their sees, and possibly, of finding themselves cast 
out of the bosom of the Church as well. This fear was, along 
with the motive reason of filial duty, the strongest argument in 
favour of the French opinion for leaving the city. If the dogma 
were once proclaimed in the public Session — notwithstanding 
the " Non placet " which they could pronounce — and with the 
addition of the ^^ anathema " levelled against those who dissented 
from the doctrines contained in the schemes, what could they do 
when, as was inevitable, they found themselves obliged either to 
submit or resign their sees ? They had no wish to be caught in 
this dilemma in Rome, under the very eyes of the Pope, and pre- 
ferred to await the result of their conduct among their own flocks, 
in their respective dioceses. Accordingly, sixty-three bishops, 
all diocesans and representatives of the most illustrious sees in 
Christendom, affixed their names to the document on that same 
Sunday, and by the evening most of them had left Rome, and 
the circumscribed limits of her terrestrial dominion. 

6. Now all was over, and the day began to dawn which 
was to witness the fulfilment of the destinies of the Vatican. 
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On the morning of July 18th the sun rose amid threatening 
clouds, as it had done on the 6th of December, and a violent 
storm burst over the Eternal City during the fourth Session of 
the Council, just as incessant rain had accompanied its first 
meeting. Both the Council Hall and the city itself presented 
that cold and severe aspect, which seems naturally to accompany 
the consummation of great events fraught with momentous con- 
siderations. No representatives of the Christian powers assisted 
at the Session, save those from Brazil, Holland, Portugal, the 
Principality of Monaco, and some small states of no political 
importance. The bishops of many eminent sees, such as Paris, 
Vienna, Turin, and Milan, were absent from the Session, as also 
those who formed the Opposition. The number of bishops in 
the hall was 535, which as the Council numbered 692 showed 
157 absent, and of these, with the exception of 38 whose absence 
was accounted for, and whose opinions were unknown, all had 
consistently opposed the dogma to the last This computation 
agrees with the number reported to the Pope by the Com- 
mission on the preceding Friday, when they implored him on 
the part of the Opposition to suspend the definition. 

Of the 535 present at the Session, 533 gave a favourable vote; 
those who said " Non placet " were only two, the Bishops of 
Caiazzo and of Little Rock in Arkansas, a Neapolitan and an 
American : extremes meet. In the excitement of mind which 
prevailed during the last six months among those who took an 
active part in the struggle, everything is possible. 

Comments were made even on these two dissentients thus 
separated from the rest of the Opposition and left behind, 
and it was insinuated that their remaining in order to bear 
testimony to the liberty of the Council, was due to some con- 
trivance of the majority. This idea arose from the fact that 
the Bishop of Caiazzo had been recently nominated to his see 
by the Pope ; and the American, imagining himself the only 
dissentient, at first begged not to be called forward, but on 
hearing that one of his brethren was prepared to give a contrary 
vote, he resolved to do the same, and accordingly pronounced 
the '^Non placet," which echoed through the Council Hall as 
the last protest against the definition of the dogma of Infalli- 
bility. In such a momentous crisis, and on such occasions as 
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we have described, people may suppose and assert anything; 
but why should one imagine abstruse and unlikely reasons for 
the conduct of these two representatives of the Opposition, 
instead of acknowledging that they chose the regular form 
for expressing their opinions, and afforded a striking proof of 
moral courage by their conduct before the Council ? No sooner 
had the Pope pronounced the formula, than the little crowd of 
monks, nuns, and the like, who pressed round the door of the 
hall, gave vent to such demonstrations of joy as were hardly 
consistent with the sacredness of the locality ; and as soon as 
the noise had ceased, the Pope made a short speech, in which 
he acknowledged the greatness of the dignity assured to him by 
the present declaration, and declared that it would be reflected 
on the bishops, and become a source of advantage to them 
likewise. He concluded by saying that he trusted all those now 
absent, would give their adhesion to the dogma. Two or three 
houses in the city were decorated, but this and the applause at 
the door of the Council Hall, were the only signs of rejoicing 
at the declaration of Infallibility. In the evening the Govern- 
ment offices, the religious establishments, and a few private 
houses were illuminated, but the rest of the city remained in 
perfect silence and profound darkness. It seemed, however, as 
if the elements had conspired to disturb the terrestrial calm, for 
a hurricane broke over Rome during the ceremony, thunder- 
bolts fell in two or three places while the service was pro- 
ceeding between half-past eleven and twelve o'clock, and both 
the heavens and the city of Rome appeared to bear external 
evidence of the great events then taking place, events which in 
one sense closely concerned them both. 

7. The result of the voting gives rise to considerations very 
important in the history of mankind, as well as in the records of 
the Council. On the first voting for Infallibility on Wednesday 
the 13th there were 451 in favour of the dogma, and in the 
public Session 533, an increase of 82. These must be taken 
from the 91 absent, and the 62 "juxta modum," but as the 
numbers voting on Wednesday amounted to 601, and at the 
public Session only to 535, the number of absentees, far from 
diminishing, had increased by about one-half, and thus one must 
look for those who adhered to the definition after Wednesday, 
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as far as the calculation admits, chiefly among the 62 conditional 
votes. What had induced these Fathers to change their opinion? 
The formula remained the same in substance as on the day that 
it was voted, with the exception of the amendments, which 
exaggerated without essentially altering it, and the greater part 
of the sixty-two who had voted " juxta modum," were known to 
be personally unfavourable, if not actually adverse, at least for 
the present, to the declaration of the dogma. What was the 
reason which induced them so quickly to change their opinion, 
and then supposing that they had actually done so, what could 
be the value historically of a double and conflicting testimony at 
the same time, and on the same subject? Among those who were 
absent from the Congregation of the 13th were Antonelli, Berardi, 
Grassellini and Hohenlohe ; M. de Merode, the warlike minister 
of Castelfidardo, and Count Ludovico de Besi, Bishop of Canopo, 
once Vicar-Apostolic in China, Padre Luigi da Trento, for- 
merly Apostolic preacher, and at the present time Vicar of the 
Capitolo di San Pietro, were likewise wanting at the meeting. 
Padre Luigi da Trento was renowned for his scientific acquire- 
ments, but his opinions were known to be adverse to Infallibility, 
and the Pope having observed his absence at the public Session, 
remonstrated with him on the point Cardinal Guidi had given 
up the triumphant position he held for a short time, and though 
he had voted " juxta modum " on Wednesday the 13th, on per- 
ceiving that resistance was vain, he retraced his steps at the 
final decision by giving the orthodox "Placet" It was said 
that when he came forward to vote on this occasion the Pope 
observed him attentively, and on hearing him give the answer 
"Placet,** said, "buon uomo" (good man); others thought the 
words were "pover uomo" (poor man). It is quite possible 
that in Italian these observations might bear the same signifi- 
cation. Several prelates of the minority, the French especially, 
had at the last moment modified their opinion, and among them, 
if I mistake not, were the Bishops of Rheims, of Avignon, and 
of Salzburg ; also the Archbishop of Pisa, whose vote was con- 
sidered most important from his being a Cardinal and a person 
of great piety. Up to this time he had been reckoned among 
those who opposed personal Infallibility, but now he accepted 
the doctrine. He and the other dissentient cardinals drew 
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their scarlet hats down over their eyes, and remained silent. 
Thus was obtained the number that voted favoorablj at the 
public session, and the difference between that and the number 
of favourable votes in the Congregation held on Wednesday is 
explained. Nearly 150 pastors of Catholic flocks were absent 
altogether, though they occupied some of the most important 
and illustrious sees in Christendom. Among them, as we have 
already observed, were the Archbishops of Paris, Vienna, Turin, 
and Milan. Also the Primate of Gaul, the Bishop of Orleans, 
the Primate of Hungary, the Archbishop of Prague, of Saint 
Louis, of Colocsza, and the Bishops of Mayence, of Treves, 
of Bosnia and Sirmio, of Nice, of Marseilles, and many others ; 
in fact, we may say that the absent prelates were not only men 
who occupied eminent positions, but men eminent in themselves, 
which means that at the present time in them lay the best and 
surest hopes of the Church. 

8. The protest signed by sixty-three bishops of the Opposition 
before leaving Rome was written in a sober and respectful style, 
which forms a striking contrast with the address of the legates. 
We will give the document in extensOy on account of its im- 
portance both in itself and in regard to the occasion of its 
production : — 

Beatissihe Pateb. 

In congregatione general! die xiii hujus mensis habita, dedimns snfifragia 
nostra super schemata primas constitutionis dogmaticas de Ecclesia Christi. 

Notum est Sanctitati vestras octoginta octo patres faisse, qui conscientia 
urgente et amore sanctas Eoclesiaa permoti, suffragium suum per verba non 
placet emiserunt: sezaglnta duo alios, qui suffragati sunt per verba juxta 
modum, dcnique septuaginta circiter, qui a congregatione abfuerunt atque a 
suffragio emittendo abstinuerunt. His accedunt et alii, qui infirmitatibus aut 
aliis gravioribus rationibus ducti, ad suas dioeceses reversi sunt. Hac ratione 
Sanctitati vestraB et toti mundo suffragia nostra nota atque manifestata fuere, 
patuitque quam multis episcopis sententia nostra probetur, atque hoc modo 
munus ofiBciumque quod nobis incumbet persolvimus. Ab eo inde tempore 
nihil prorsus, evenit, quod sententiam nostram mutaret, quin imo multa eaque 
gravissima acciderunt, quaa nos in proposito confirmavenmt. 

Atque ideo nostra jam edita suffragia nos renovare et confirmare declaramus. 
Confirmantes itaque per banc scripturam, suffragia nostra a sessione publica 
die decinioctava hujus mensis habenda ut abesse liceat constituimus. Pietas 
enim filialis ac reverentia, quae missos nostroe superrime, ad pedes Sanctitatis 
vestrsB, advexit, non sinunt nos in causa Sanctitatis vestne personam adeo 
proximo concemente palam et in facie patris dioere non placet. 
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Et aliunde suffragia in solemn! sessione edenda repeterent dumtaxat 8uf- 
fragia in generali congregatione deprompta. Redimus itaque sine mora ad 
greges nostros, qui bus post tam longam absentiam ob belli timores atque pres- 
santissimas eorum spirituales indigentias summopere neoessarii sumns, dolentes 
quod ob tristitiam in quibus versamur renim adjunctam, etiam conscientiarum 
pacem et tranquiilitat<*m turbatam inter fideles nostroe repertnri sumus. 

Interea Ecclesiam Dei et Sanctitatem vestram, cui intemeratam fidem et 
obedientiam profitemur Domini noetri Jesu Christi gratiae et praesidio toto 
corde commendantes sumus Sanctitatis vestras 

Devotissimi et obedientissimi 

(Here follow the signatures.) 

The day after the protest had been signed by so many bishops, 
the Giomale di Roma gave an account of the public Session, in 
which it said that the dogma of Infallibility had been unanimously 
passed, with the exception of two votes of " Non placet,** and 
that numbers of the absent bishops had sent their adhesion to it 
in writing, and all the members of the majority remaining in 
Rome repeated the same assertion. It is, of course, very diffi- 
cult for outsiders to penetrate the mysteries of the secret retracta- 
tions and mental compromises made by uncertain consciences 
within the hidden recesses of the Congregations and offices of 
Rome ; but though the Giomale di Roma might choose to say 
that the dogma had met with universal assent, such words could 
not avail to blot out the protests that had been made, to account 
for the voluntary absences, to cancel, in fact, the whole history 
of the last few months. Nothing can alter the final dilemma, — 
either those who publicly and formally protested, adhered to their 
protest — and then it is impossible to maintain the universal 
acceptance of the dogma, for whatever may be said of the 
favourable votes, the number of Fathers who signed the protest 
is much too considerable to be overlooked — or supposing those 
who protested to have afterwards retracted, then their assent to 
the dogma was more detrimental to the object they had in view, 
than the most ardent opposition. 

9. From this first test it became apparent that the decided 
opinion of the German bishops who advocated the attendance of 
the Opposition at the public Session, in order to repeat the 
" Non placet " given at the preceding Congregation, was by far 
the best and surest course ; for the assertion of the Giomale di 
Roma gave them a foretaste of the false statements and judg- 
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ments they must in future expect from having followed milder 
counsels. If the individual who induced the minoritj to adopt 
this course acted in good faith, he will have ample cause to 
regret his advice, for the sake of his own party ; if otherwise, 
upon him must rest the responsibility of the whole matter. 
Another phase of the question was opened by this article — a 
phase of "approbation." Now that the dogma is declared, it 
is evident that the same pressure used to bring about its pro- 
mulgation will be exercised to secure its acceptance, and, without 
doubt, this policy will succeed. The constitution of the Church 
in the nineteenth century renders resistance impossible; it is 
like a machine worked by a single motive force which casts 
away all that it does not absorb within itself. The secondary 
wheels have no longer any controlling power, and as there is no 
repugnance to throw out more than is gathered in, there is no 
regular and lawful means of opposing the impulse from above : 
indeed, those who attempt it have always been themselves 
expelled. Consequently, the dissentients were nearly sure to 
give their approbation, and in the end they did give it, almost 
all ; but whatever its theological or canonical value may be, 
it is certain that cotemporaries as well as posterity will have 
much difficulty in understanding how it is possible to retract an 
opinion once given, to say at the same time yes and no in a 
question of fact ; a question whether the universal Church has 
held ab initio^ and does hold at the present day, the doctrine 
of Infallibility. One can understand a change of determination 
from devotion, but to see white when the object contemplated is 
black, is beyond human power, and passes the limits of reason- 
able concession. In order to escape this contradiction we must 
detract from the value of the votes first given, but in doing so 
we diminish their worth as a testimony both in the first and 
second case, and with regard to the Opposition and the Majority. 
If the whole matter were not a question of fact, but an attempt 
to produce ex novo a development in the Church, how many 
difficulties arise and present themselves to the observer ! 

We will not, however, enter upon this view of the question, 
which rather concerns theologians and canonists, but confine 
ourselves to such considerations as best serve to guide public 
opinion ; not that which is found in the newspapers or the 
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passing politics of the day, but that which is based on con- 
scientious conviction. This opinion, in the long run, is certain 
to ascribe to all events their just value and importance, and by 
means of it alone, can be rightly estimated the effects of the 
Vatican Council, on the religious and political condition of 
Catholicism. 

10. It is unnecessary to insert here the scheme " De Ecclesia," 
which any one can study now that it is not only published, but 
has become a law common to all; those, however, who are 
anxious to peruse it, will find it in the Appendix.* Meantime 
it is well to call attention to the Canons, which contain the 
substance and last decisions of the scheme. In these three 
Canons, and the paragraph which answers to the fourth, are the 
words which serve as the key-note of the drama we have been 
considering, words which complete the work pursued for many 
centuries with wonderful constancy, and which secure for the 
Catholic Church the most absolute supremacy known upon 
earth. 

They are as follows : — 

Canon I. 

Si qnis dixerit, Beatum Petmm Apostolum non ease a Christo Domino cod- 
stitutum Apofltolorum omnium principem et totius EcclesiaB militantis visibile 
caput, vel eumdem honoris tantum, non autem vera) propriaeque jurisdictionis 
primatum ab eodcm Domino nostro Jesu Christo directe et immediate acoepisse, 
anathema sit. 

Canon II. 

Si quis dizerit, non esse ex ipsius Christi Domini institntione sen jure divino, 
ut Beatus Petrus in primatu super nniversam Ecclesiam habeat perpetuos 
successores, aut Romanum Pontificem non esse Beati Petri in eodem primatu 
successorem, anathema sit. 

Canon III. 

Si quis dixerit, Romanum Pontificem habere tantnmmodo ofiicium inspeo- 
tionis vel directionis, non autem plenam et supremam potestatcm jurisdic- 
tionis in nniversam Ecclesiam, non solum in rebus quae ad fidem et mores sed 
etiam in iis qua3 ad disciplinam et regimen Ecclesias per totum orbem dif- 
fusaa pertinent aut eum habere tantum potiores partes, non vero totam pleni- 
tudinem hujus supremm potestatis : aut hanc ejus potestatem non esse ordi- 
nariam et immediatam, sive in omnes et siogulas Ecclesias, sive in omnes et 
singulos pastores et fideles, anathema sit. 

* See Appendix, Document XX. 
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Paragraph that takes the place of the ith Canon. 

Itaqae nos traditioni a fidei ChristianaB exordio perceptaB fidcliter inhserendo 
ad Dei Salvatoris nostri gloriam, religionls Gatbolicse exaltationem et Chris- 
tiaDorum popnlonim salutem, sacro approbante concilio, docemns et divini- 
tu8 revelatum dogma esse definimus Romanum Pontificem cum ex cathedra 
loquitm*, id est cum omnium Christianorum pastoris et doctoris munere 
fungens, pro suprema sua apostolica auctoritate, doctrinam de fide vel moribus 
ab universa Ecclesia tenendam definit per assistentiam divinam ipei in Beato 
Petro promissam ea infallibilitate pollere, qua divinus Redemptor Ecclesiam 
suam in definienda doctrina de fide vel moribus instnictam esse voluit, ideoque 
ejusmodi Romani Pontificis definitionea ex sese, non autem ex cousensu Eccle- 
siaa irrefonnabiles esse. Si quis autem huic nostraB definitioni contradicere, 
quod Deus avertat, praesumpserit, anathema sit 

11. This, then, is the act for which during the last seven 
months a never varying combat has been waged, with the result 
that, on all points and in all ages, usually attends such struggles, 
namely, in the triumph of authority, whenever that authority is 
well organised, and possesses the constancy of purpose and the 
requisite means for carrying its wishes into effect. It is the 
formal and solemn act by which the Church assumes absolute 
power, in such a way that one man, by means of his subor- 
dinates, who are under the strictest obligations of obedience, 
and are deprived of all freedom of judgment, can govern the 
consciences of more than a hundred millions of persons who 
acknowledge his sway ; consciences which must reflect the 
will and the ideas of their head, under the penalty of being 
deprived of the religious rites which direct and comfort them. 
Thus organised, the Roman Catholic religion is certainly easily 
guided by its superiors, and is well qualified for intervening in 
social or political strife, with its immense influence, while it 
also lends itself more surely to become an instrument of party. 
On the other hand, how does such a constitution promote that 
universality which is the characteristic of Christianity and is 
implied in the very name of Catholic ? It is almost superfluous 
again to remind our readers that we have no desire to pass 
judgment on theological questions on which we are not com- 
petent to decide, but simply wish to place before them the 
social and civil aspects of the question, and the practical results 
to society of the influence of the Vatican Council. Weighing 
these considerations by past experience, it seems probable that 
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all that is intelligent, reasonable, and liberal in Catholicism, 
finding itself bound down within such narrow limits by external 
authority, will press forward with energy until it reaches a 
position of greater ease and freedom, a position in which the 
irresistible impulse of modern life may be able to attain its full 
development ; and it will be a great thing if in this struggle 
those who wish to preserve their religion, and yet are unable 
to follow the novelties of the Vatican, will content themselves 
with the old news, the good news par excellence, and still 
find guidance and comfort in the Gospel. The most devout 
and well-disciplined portion of Catholicism will no doubt strive 
under the direction of the Pope to set itself against the spirit 
of the age — but where will its course end ? That is a ques- 
tion which none can answer, and which will probably depend 
in great measure on the individual dispositions of the Popes who 
seek to make the experiment. Of course, it is possible that 
some Pope of large and liberal ideas may arise, but what could 
he do? Might not his best endeavours in a position of such 
unlimited power be attended by the same dangers as follow on 
a policy of reaction ? Can a principle, illiberal by nature, ever 
produce real fruits of liberty? The very name of "Catholic 
party^^ which the devout Catholics of all countries have spon- 
taneously assumed, seems to be a forecast of the future, and to 
indicate the opinion of those who have given up the universality 
of their kingdom, while it points out the probable condition 
of the Church of Rome in its laborious struggle with modem 
society. The world which previous to the Vatican Council 
was indiscriminately termed Catholic, will now inevitably split 
into two divisions ; but between them there will remain a con- 
siderable number of persons, who, unable to follow the liberal 
ideas of the first party, and impatient of the yoke of the second, 
will be lost in the burning sands formed by the detritus of 
wasted religious beliefs and moral principles, which constitutes 
the interminable desert, stretching away into the distance along 
the borders of modem civilisation. 

12. History is bound to award to the author and originator 
of every work the praise or blame which is due to him. All 
must remember the part taken by the Fathers of the Civilth 
Cattolica^ and M onsignor Manning, Archbishop of Westminster, 
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in promoting the dogma of the personal Infallibilitj of the 
Pope, and all know that it was their mind and their will that 
carried it. On the day of the promulgation of the dogma 
Monsignor Manning received as a gift, from the Society of the 
Jesuits, a portrait of Bellarmine with the following inscrip- 
tion — 

HENBICO EDWABDO MANIONO, 

ABCHIEP. WR8TM0KABT. 

80DALB8 800. JE8U, 

COLLEOn CITILITATIB CATHOLICS, 

8E88IONI8 IV. CONOILII VATICAN! 

MNEM08T170N. 
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CONCLUSION. 



1. Two years have elapsed since the events we have recorded 
took place, a period which appears as nothing with reference to 
the history of human thought, but which affords sufficient space 
for measuring the results already effected by the Vatican Coimcil, 
especially in the relations it has established with Catholic 
nations and with society in general. And this inquiry is the 
more opportune, because the Council being now prorogued, it is 
important accurately to estimate its results during this period 
of interruption and repose. They may be considered under 
three aspects, corresponding with the three modes in which the 
interests of all societies are affected, namely, the religious, the 
social, and the political. 

2. Under the religious aspect, the immediate effect of the 
Vatican Council has been to cause a feeling of weariness, even 
among the most devoted Catholics ; and in those quarters where 
the new doctrines have been most favourably received, to leave 
an impression of the disproportion between the object longed 
for and the result obtained ; to produce in the human mind 
that sort of vacuity which usually accompanies the attainment 
of a wish, the non plus ultra of the reality itself, the possession 
of anything ardently longed for by an individual, a people or an 
institution. The calamities in which the policy of the Vatican 
have resulted, in respect to its own temporal condition and its 
international relations, have also contributed very materially 
to strengthen this feeling. 

3. That portion of the Church which comprised the Oppo- 
sition remains like the conquered after a battle, in a shattered 
and irresolute state ; and we are unable yet to form any con- 
jectures as to its sentiments, or as to the line of action which 
it may adopt. The bishops may be said to have universally 
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submitted ; and although the individuals who held aloof preserve 
a distinct character, which may one day acquire more general 
importance, this does not alter the fact of the more or less 
spontaneous, but almost universal, acceptance on the part "of 
the episcopate, of the work of the Vatican Council. 

Among . the inferior ranks of the hierarchy the case was 
different. A considerable number of clergy scattered in dif- 
ferent countries, especially in Germany, and a still larger 
number of the laity, have laid the foundations of a state of 
separation, the importance and duration of which it would as 
yet be premature and speculative to foretell. 

4. Besides, no conscientious or impartial observer can fail 
to discern in the submission of the bishops, and equally in 
the energetic resistance of the Old Catholics, an absence of 
enthusiasm and a forlorn resignation. This resignation almost 
assumes the character of a passive resistance, according to their 
disposition and temperament, among a considerable number 
of intelligent Catholics capable of exercising their individual 
judgment on the doctrines and policy which, gpradually gaining 
ground in these latter years in the guidance of the Church, 
have finally brought about those conclusions which are their 
seal and natural consequence, or, we might rather say, the 
compendium and formula by means of which those doctrines 
have been converted from mere matters of opinion, into integral 
parts of the common law of the whole Catholic world. 

5. A great part of the episcopate accepted the doctrines 
and policy that prevailed in the first phase of the Vatican 
Council from a feeling of duty, or a desire to choose the 
lesser evil, or other similar reasons, rather than from actual 
conviction, and the sincere and spontaneous testimony of their 
own conscience. This applies first to those who gave in 
their adhesion after having upheld the contrary, as un- 
doubtedly in their case the primary and spontaneous decision 
of conscience must have essentially affected their mind and 
modified their external action in regard to the tenets they finally 
adopted ; and it applies still more to all who, after evident hesi- 
tation, either held aloof or passively accepted, on account of 
their order and position in the hierarchy, doctrines which no 
opposition on their part could enable them to repel. Among the 
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inferior clergy the proportion of those who possess the con- 
sciousness and often the painful experience of the dangers and 
difficulties attending the application of those doctrines, and the 
tendency of that policy, is much greater than among the bishops ; 
but an equal sentiment of order and discipline, and perhaps a 
lower degree of personal independence, keeps them in a state of 
obedience and of passive resignation, which paralyses their action, 
and renders them mechanical rather than intelligent members of 
the Church. 

Among the laity, all who are contained between the two 
extremes, that is between the Rationalists, the real free-thinkers, 
and those who compose what is properly called the Catholic 
party — that multitude which includes the living working mass 
of the Catholic populations— feels more or less, with a per- 
ception varying with the intelligence and morality possessed 
by each individual, the practical difficulties, the perils and the 
misfortunes, resulting from the constant prosecution of such 
aims as we have described. 

The spirit of resistance, moreover, manifests itself differently 
among the laity and among the clergy. The former, not being 
controlled by any special conditions or restraints, for the greater 
part break loose from the narrow circle which confines them ; 
and temporarily cease to belong to their own Church (at least 
in externals), without feeling any deep or lasting convictions in 
the matter, or being supported by the deliberate approval of 
their own conscience. 

Such desertions are readily and zealously noticed, by the very 
persons who actually promote them, and who prefer to see the 
number of the faithful constantly diminished, rather than to 
recognise as such any who are not completely and blindly 
submissive. A small part only accept the ungrateful and difficult 
task of resisting at the same time the oppressive and expul- 
sive forces which assail them ; and have in consequence the 
greatest difficulty in making themselves accepted "da Dio e 
da nemici suoi." 

6. A decided school, or rather a party, stands forth in opposi- 
tion to the various forms of resistance we have specified, and to 
the great multitude whose active powers are neutralised by the 
conflict between the pressure of ecclesiastical authority and 

Q 
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the reluctance of their feelings and interests^ sometimes even of 
their reason and conscience, to submit to its demands. This 
party is ardent, impassioned, and fanatical, and is from character 
and education little familiar with the interests of daily life. Its 
programme is based on the freest interpretations of the old 
school of authority, and on the traditional absolutism of the 
Roman Curia ; and it is bound together by the troubles and 
disappointments, hopes and regrets, to which our days of rapid 
and violent changes give such ample scope. This party, strong 
in the progressive development by which its purposes have been 
attained, has the advantage of possessing numerous traditions 
and writings which have all contributed to its success, and may 
all be quoted in its favour ; and even more, it is strong in con- 
sequence of the preponderating influence exercised by its practices, 
and methods of teaching on the organisation of the Church, 
that wonderful organisation which has been matured by fifteen 
centuries of experience and of strife. Furnished with these 
formidable elements of power, it exercises an unquestioned 
supremacy over the multitudes that will not obey, but cannot 
resist it. Above this party, which by its movement imparts an 
impulse to the whole Catholic hierarchy, stands the Pope, as its 
highest expression and representative ; indeed, I might almost 
say its real personification, for on him necessarily rests the 
whole responsibility of its progress, owing to the supreme 
authority with which he is endued, an authority which has 
recently attained its highest development. 

7. In consequence of the informal nature of this book, we 
may here venture to make a slight digression. Great moral 
authorities ought to be impersonal, in order to resist the many 
violent and conflicting currents of interests which they must 
encounter on their path ; and these latter must never be allowed 
to individualise or personify the obstacles they oppose, for 
there are combinations of power against which no isolated 
force or resistance can possibly prevail, just as there are re- 
sponsibilities to which no human individual, however great, is 
equal. The will of an individual is a narrow passage, difficult of 
access for general interests. An individual will becomes the 
expression of the desires of those nearest to it, or of those 
who are instrumental in carrying out its own designs ; and 
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who, having thus the advantage over others, impart to that will 
a character less universal and a disposition to become tyran- 
nical. The greater the development attained by these tenden- 
cies towards isolation and concentration, the more serious are 
their consequences. The will of the Pope becoming of infinite 
importance in the Church, his responsibility, and the difficulties 
to be overcome in order to maintain its universal and uncon- 
trolled exercise, are also infinitely increased. How much we 
might learn if only the mighty spirits of those Popes who ruled 
the Church in times of great conflict and violent passions, when 
their supreme authority, though not so explicitly affirmed as at 
present, was in reality far more effective and more widely re- 
spected, could appear again among us I If only we could freely 
study the precious documents of the Vatican archives, and find 
out the real connection between those great individualities and 
the important events of their respective ages, what part they 
took in them, and how they influenced them, we should be 
greatly enlightened on the subject, and be able accurately to 
appreciate the conditions of an authority so amazing, in its 
collision with the violent passions that oppose it Critical 
works on ecclesiastical history, and the biographies of the g^at 
Popes which abound at the present day, have already begun to 
raise the veil from that period of history especially, which 
treats of the wonderful vicissitudes of the Reformation, the 
League, the English revolution, and of all, in short, that during 
the four last centuries has changed the face of Europe. We 
are now beginning to learn how to estimate the absolute will of 
individuals with regard to grave misfortunes, the sole responsi- 
bility of which is often attributed to them by the popular voice. 
But in the meanwhile how many persons attribute the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew, the assassination of Henry IV., and a 
thousand other horrors and crimes solely to the instigation of 
the Vatican ? 

The fact that Paul III. first accepted the dedication of the 
works of Copernicus has not availed to counterbalance the fact 
that the imprisonment of Galileo was due to the Papacy, while 
the resistance of the Lutherans to the new astronomical theories 
have been entirely lost sight of in the ever-widening waves of 
universal opinion ; and in those days the work was not yet 

q2 
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finished, the responsibility of the government of the Church had 
not yet been renounced by the whole ecclesiastical hierarchy, in 
order that it might reside in the head alone. 

8. But to return to our subject from this brief digression, 
it will easily be understood that the action of the Church 
on Catholic society is retarded in its free development, by the 
reciprocal relations of its internal elements. 

The condition of the Catholic Church is not satisfactory or 
hopeful with regard to her external relations, either from a 
purely religious view, or with respect to societies whose con- 
fession of faith differs from her own. The spirit of absolute 
and unlimited authority in Catholicism finds its counterpart in a 
spirit of equally absolute exclusiveness. 

Catholicism has been more successful in the second tendency 
than in the first, and has practically succeeded in placing the 
faithful in a condition of almost hostile isolation, in real life, 
from the members of all other Christian confessions. On this 
point its success has been entire. Catholics at the present day 
very often neither have, nor profess, any religion whatever ; but 
they rarely attempt, whether as individuals or as societies, to 
fraternise with others, or in the slightest degree to modify their 
views from contact with forms of religion the nearest, and most 
akin to their own. 

On the contrary, this curious phenomenon may be observed 
among them in the matter, that they seem to draw closer to those 
confessions of faith which tend most towards rationalism, than to 
those that have kept the nearest to religion. The same results 
have been generated by the spirit of hostility and exclusiveness 
as by the spirit of authority, both these sentiments have increased 
and reached their culminating point, just in proportion as their 
practical application has been most at variance with the temper 
and habits of the age. Such exaggeration at the present day, 
when universal tolerance prevails, is a source of great diffi- 
culty for Catholics in their intercourse with persons of kindred 
confessions of faith, for though always obliged in such intercourse 
to submit to an outward appearance of equality, they never 
frankly accept it. 

Again, from the overstrained application of the spirit of 
exclusiveness in practical life, Catholic institutions are unwilling 
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to make any interchange with others ; to give and accept at the 
same time any active co-operation on practical points of morals, 
or on gprounds of common interest, but they keep up and create 
distrust and rancour where they ought rather to seek friends, 
or, at least, auxiliaries. These evil results are at variance both 
with the spirit of the Gospel and with true civilisation, and are 
as hurtful to the religious development as to the material progress 
of nations. 

9. The situation that we have described is one of the princi- 
pal hindrances to the progress of modem civilisation among 
Catholic nations, and a reason why it can only be attained by 
degrees, at the cost of much suffering and great revulsions. We 
see in this state of things an authority at once inflexible and 
incapable of carrying out its designs, bearing with all its weight 
on an unwilling and inert multitude, strong enough to over- 
power all resistance from its subjects, but incapable of assimi- 
lating them to itself, and making them partakers of its own spirit 
It is an authority ever at war with the rest of the world ; ready 
and eager to create difficulties in the civil society in which it 
moves, but unable to conquer in the battle it has provoked. 

This authority is ever striving after the realisation of an ideal, 
which it seeks more ardently in proportion as that ideal eludes 
its grasp, and escapes from the region of human sympathies ; 
and for this it wages a perpetual warfare with the science, the 
laws, the habits, and the wants of modem society — in short, with 
all that constitutes the present age. We see here the reason why 
religious institutions which, as we learn from the history of 
great nations, should be and are, when in harmony with civil 
life, a most effective element of order, of unity, and of force, 
prove too often just the reverse. Those institutions should offer 
to mankind repose from their conflicts, consolation imder disap- 
pointment, and a neutral ground whereon they may meet in the 
pilgrimage of life ; but their real action is too often very different. 
They become an inexhaustible source of divisions and of diffi- 
culties ; a perpetual battle-field, on which none are indifferent 
spectators of the combat, but all, both friends and enemies, when 
engaged in the fight, may prove equally dangerous to social 
order. Perhaps the most marked sign of the times is to be 
found in the fact that, in the unceasing and deadly warfare in 
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which the Church is engaged, her enemies if worsted, meet with 
only slight discomfiture, whereas her friends are often wholly 
vanquished. We have now considered the second, the social 
view of the question. 

10. We must not deceive ourselves, the equipoise, or we might 
almost say the mechanical balance of the moral powers, is a law 
similar to that which, through the material forces, regulates the 
world ; it is therefore superior to all human laws, and cannot be 
disturbed without causing terrible confusion and violent reaction. 
An unnatural state of things outside of that equilibrium may be 
created and maintained by clever artificers, who, in so doing, 
demonstrate the power of human intellect ; but before long the 
inconvenience of such a position is manifested, and a reaction 
occurs sooner or later, becoming more violent in proportion as 
it is delayed, and most violent when it comes too late, and is 
powerless to restore the primitive order of things. Very often, 
in this latter case, reaction only seems to drag down to destruction 
the whole work, so painfully, and sometimes so wonderfully, 
built up and kept together. 

Institutions prosper, and constitute the happiness of societies, 
according as not only in their foundation, but in their succes- 
sive development, they conform and accommodate themselves to 
the rules of this great moral law, and keep the limits deter- 
mined by this just equilibrium. In the precepts of the Gospel, 
and its full and comprehensive teaching, we find the highest 
expression of a law that meets all the needs and provides for 
all the conditions of humanity, and it was in the strength of 
this law alone that Christianity in four or five centuries con- 
quered the whole of the known world. As Christian institutions 
have by degrees been developed, their application has become 
more minute and complicated (sometimes, it is true, with won- 
derful results), but they have lost in consequence much of their 
original simplicity and breadth, and much also of that cha- 
racter of universal adaptability which distinguished primitive 
Christianity. 

"Brethren, love one another," was the doctrine taught as a 
synthetical precept, by one of the earliest and most illustrious 
preachers of Christianity. Dissensions grew as the tendency 
to define and particularise increased ; and the legal definitive 
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elevation of the See of Rome was marked by the schism of the 
East. 

The process of ordering, arranging, and defining continued 
until they produced a system, a policy, and a law, which awoke 
differences of opinions, passions, and interests in men's minds, 
divided them into friends and enemies, and gave rise to endless 
controversies. This phase was replete with active life in 
Christianity and in the Church ; and the vitality, movement and 
collision inherent in it, produced the greatest men and the most 
marvellous institutions. While it lasted, there were many ob- 
stacles and difficulties to be encountered, and much resistance, 
moral and material, to be overcome ; but yet men continued to 
legislate, to order, to govern, and to centralise, until, finally, 
after much transitory agitation and resistance, a great part of 
Christian Europe refused to bend any longer to the laws of Rome, 
and made laws for itself. Still the work of defining and particu- 
larising proceeded, until casuistry was constituted into a science, 
and the framing of decrees and canons went on till the 18th of 
July, 1870. The result of an infinite number of circumstances, 
which arose during this long development of an authority so 
unlimited as that potentially and effectively contained in the 
Roman Church, has been to evolve and perfect a system which, 
though founded on a law most pure and simple (that of the 
Gospel), has by degrees embodied a new code so full, so minute, 
so uniform, alike in principle and in application, in theory and 
in practice — applying to matters of greatest breadth, as well as 
to minute particulars ; pressing equally on all its subjects, with 
scarcely any or no distinction of race and nation ; so framed as 
to bring all people to a given end by certain means, in such a 
way, and by none other — that human nature, finding itself thus 
bound down by a rule which was invariable, not only in sub- 
stance, but in its special application, began to react, first instinc- 
tively and submissively, and then consciously, openly and 
wildly. 

11. Amidst all these explanations and definitions, this legis- 
lation preserved the character of the times and circumstances 
whence it derived its birth and expansion. Inflexible in its 
nature, the more it was enlarged and became minute, the greater 
also became the number of cases in which it applied, and to 
which that inflexibility extended. It followed in consequence 
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that in order to render its application possible, it was requisite 
to open or to enlarge a safety-valve, which might serve as a 
means of relief from such severe pressure, and thus the system of 
indulgence became widespread in the economy of the Church. 
Without this, very soon there would not have remained a single 
member who could be considered truly faithful according to 
her own rules, on account of the ever-increasing difficulties on 
the one side, and the weakening of religious belief and of 
individual character on the other. Meanwhile, time rolled on, 
customs changed, and both found themselves more than ever at 
variance with the laws that ruled them. The expedient we 
have noticed, already dangerous on account of its influence on 
individual character, no longer sufficed to meet the evil it was 
intended to obviate, neither could the patience and tolerance 
with which the Roman Curia prudently moderated its ecclesias- 
tical policy, provide a commensurate remedy. 

The time had come when the Curia, which claimed for itself 
the height of power and of learning, was constrained either to 
submit to the modifications demanded by the new character and 
exigencies of the age, or else to find itself in conflict with them. 
The authoritative nature of its constitution prevented its pro- 
gressive modification, and rendered its affinity with advance- 
ment and science very difficult ; equally so its relations with 
the feelings and habits gradually unfolded in the rest of 
mankind, and thus by little and little became visible the 
breach between Church and society, which had formerly been 
united. This separation increased daily ; and the more ap- 
parent it was, the more the pressure of religious institutions in 
Catholic society became artificial on one side, and intolerable on 
the other. 

The Church, on her part, multiplied laws, penalties, censures, 
inquisitions ; framed new institutions, and founded new militant 
religious orders. She also originated, for one reason or another, 
new devotions, new associations, new signs of fellowship, and tried 
by every possible means to advance her own special institutions. 
Catholics became more than ever a separate class, living under 
an exceptional regime, which, though containing much that was 
good, was yet so peculiar and uniform as to render it little adapted 
for universal application, and in the end, owing to their numbers 
being restricted, obedient Catholics, and, as they are called, 
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" praticanti," became, what indeed at the present day they are, 
simply a party in the Church. The age was not propitious to 
religious discussions, nor to the outward exhibition of religious 
passions ; and accordingly those who could not submit to the 
regime we have described, never thought of resorting to argu- 
ment on the question, nor of separating themselves from the 
Church ; they did not try to bring about a reform or to create 
a schism ; but, with regard to thought, they simply gave up 
thinking ; and, with regard to practical duties, they neglected 
them altogether ; so that, by little and little, they fell into a state 
of indifferentism, and of habitual corruption. Such people, how- 
ever, still hoped ultimately to obtain forgiveness; and so the 
Church was able to retain them in a second circle, wider than 
that which comprises her faithful children, but consisting, as it 
were, of honorary members for life, on the condition of their 
abstaining from argument on matters of principle; of observ- 
ing a few external practices of religion, and promising a final 
repentance. 

12. The unexpected awakening of thought in Europe, at the 
end of the last century, made the falsity of such a moral situa- 
tion for Catholics keenly felt by all elevated minds and gene- 
rous hearts ; and provoked much irreverence and dislike to a 
regime which produced alternately, and sometimes contem- 
poraneously, bigotry and immorality. Indeed, at that moment 
began the phase of fierce reaction which showed itself in 
the horrors of 1793, and has not yet come to a close with the 
misfortunes of 1871. The antagonism between religion and 
intellect being thus established, and the Church thrown back 
upon herself in consequence of so serious a breach with society, 
she still clung tenaciously to the system of inexorable and 
invariable pressure which had hitherto proved unsuccessful, and 
which now, far from helping her, was actually prejudicial to 
her interests, by rendering her difficult of access to mankind 
in general. Thus the condition of the Church in Catholic 
countries, with regard to the social question after the events we 
have described, is very much that of a refuge, the entrance to 
which is so rugged and difficult, that its proximity is a source 
of irritation rather than of succour to the people who dwell 
around it. 



1 



234 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [Conclusion. 

This state of discord does not arise from the inevitable 
obstacles that must be encountered in the pursuit of all that is 
right and just, but comes from the fact that a man who would 
be a good Catholic has so many difSculties to contend with, in 
regard to the external authority that glides him. 

A good Catholic finds such a voluminous codex of what is 
relatively good and evil to be consulted, so many customs 
prescribed by time to be respected ; so much of the learning of 
our age now familiar to us to be abandoned ; so many things to 
be renounced ; scientific opinions, political principles, and not 
rarely even one's country to be given up ; so many difficulties to 
be overcome regarding the institutions that govern us, that it is 
requisite to have two consciences, one to judge on matters of 
religion, and the other on civil government. Intelligent minds, 
which are the first to feel the burden of such a trial as this, are 
driven to rebel ; they are followed instinctively by the multitudes, 
and consequently both one and the other are deprived of the 
substantial benefits of religion, and remain embittered and for- 
saken, without guidance and without comfort. The Church is still 
before them — the Church that educates their children and guides 
their wives, but which denies to them that peace and equanimity, 
which is only possessed when all the feelings and faculties of 
the mind meet with their due recognition. The Church with- 
holds from them this peace, because they profess some ideas or 
opinions which may not perhaps be faultless in themselves, but 
are yet of a nature that raises and ennobles the human mind ; 
while she does not deny her blessings to souls stained with the 
greatest crimes when they implore her mercy. From this result 
naturally, war with the Church, and hatred towards the priests 
who represent her ; and if the open enemies of religion profit 
largely thereby, it is because they find the ground so well pre- 
pared. To this state of antagonism are also due the terrible 
aberrations prevailing among Catholic populations, for the reac- 
tion has been proportioned to the action which had been pro- 
voked ; and their rebellion has been fierce as the pressure upon 
them by the Church was inexorable ; nor must we forget that 
one of the permanent causes of these evils is found exactly there 
where their chief remedy should be sought. 

Hence it comes that, in our day, Catholicism has shown itself 
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unequal to the difficulties it must face, and impotent against 
contemporaneous social evils. We see not only that coups d^^taty 
but the most inhuman revolutions recur among Catholic nations ; 
we see them have recourse to such violent measures as the axe, 
petroleum, brigandage, and summary executions ; and the Church 
has nothing wherewith to calm their fury but vain declamations, 
and tardy lamentations ; or, descending to practical efforts, her 
only remedies are such as Peter's pence, the French pilgrimages, 
mystical associations, and periodical religious demonstrations. 
Fighting itself, and unsuccessfully, among the combatants already 
so numerous, Catholicism has only become another element in 
the social war, which it is unable either to restrain or to bring 
to a victorious close. 

Here we meet with another most discouraging phenomenon, 
so common that it cannot be overlooked, which is this. 

Nearly all the Governments of Europe, both Liberal and 
Conservative, in accomplishing the task of keeping order (a 
difficult one at the present day), are often obliged to oppose at 
the same time the aggressions of revolution, and the demands 
of the Church. We are far from wishing to pronounce judg- 
ment on these facts individually ; but their frequent recurrence 
in different conditions of life, reveals to us an organic pheno- 
menon worthy of the deepest attention. 

13. A second digression is necessary at this point, in order to 
take note of the argument of those who hold the doctrines of 
absolutism — viz., that it is not the part of the Church to accom- 
modate herself to progress, to science, or to the habits of the 
age ; but rather that it is the part of these to submit to the 
Church. This view of the question is one-sided, and can apply 
only to Catholics, as it takes no account of others ; but even as 
regards them such an opinion is incorrect. Without making 
science and material progress responsible for all the mistakes, 
errors, and follies, that have sought refuge under their shield, and 
which are reproduced in every age and under every condition of 
human nature, it is clear that the change of customs, the advance 
of science, great social and political discoveries, all things, in 
fact, which are included under the term, " The progress of the 
age," are providential dispensations beyond the limit of human 
power ; and thus, generally speaking, the responsibility of the 
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good or evil attaching to them does not fall, or cannot be rightly 
charged on any individual. The most eminent men only 
figure as instruments in these grand movements, and either sink 
or swim according as they use their little influence with 
equanimity and wisdom among those irresistible currents. 

On the other hand, the organised and disciplined administra- 
tion of the Church, though with regard to principles and to 
great questions founded on the faith, and grounded in the 
hearts of the faithful, is yet actually in the power of a small 
number ; especially as to those matters which are not essential 
to its essence, but have been introduced by other ages, and for 
other necessities. 

The same remark applies to points of discipline, which are 
neither integral parts of the Church's system, nor from their 
nature invariable, but which contain the principal subjects of 
dispute and of danger, and are exactly those points which enter 
most closely into the social and political life of nations. As the 
Church possesses full authority on these matters, she is likewise 
inevitably responsible for them ; not only because the unlimited 
power which she exacts renders her so, but because her own great 
and exalted mission is one of good tidings and of peace — she 
herself being founded on the most wonderful sacrifice ever 
made for the salvation of humanity. 

14. We have taken a broad view of the case, and considered 
from its origin the state of things which now meets us after 
the prorogation of the Vatican Council, because its aspect is not 
new, neither is it simply the result of the work of the Council. 
It is rather the consequence of a policy long since begun, 
constantly followed, with varying success, and especially mani- 
fested in these latter years in the Catholic direction ; and it is a 
result of the spirit of absolutism which prevails in the guidance 
of the Church. The subject presents no new features ; and the 
events of 1870 have had no other practical effect either on the 
religious or social side, save that of carrying with them, directly 
and indirectly, the seal and sanction of an Ecumenical Council 
in favour of the existing state of things. This it is that gives 
the deepest importance to the first period of the Vatican 
Council ; its sanction of the past is of equal value with the 
new laws and regulations it has introduced. All that had taken 
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place in the Church from the Council of Trent to the present 
day, a period of more than 300 years, in which, owing to its 
great length, may be found most of the causes of the events we 
have briefly considered ; all the laws and ecclesiastical customs 
which prevailed in those three centuries had never been brought 
under discussion, and had never received the solemn sanction of 
the Church. Consequently, a Council assembling for the first 
time, after that long interval, had a g^and field before it ; three 
centuries of experience, and no binding precedents during that 
long period. The fact that the Council did nothing to show 
its appreciation of the g^eat advantages of this situation, and 
its desire to profit thereby ; but, on the contrary, the fact that it 
made haste to pursue in the first Sessions what yet remained to 
be traversed of the road of dogmatism, and of absolutism, this 
it is that imparted so serious a character to the first period of 
its discussions, and at once determined the real position of the 
Church with regard to modern society, and the Catholic nations, 
in particular. 

This position may be summed up in one word — immobility 
— absolute immobility, as opposed to the decided movement 
and progress of the age. In the present state of things, this 
immobility signifies strife ; and we have been learning for 
nearly a century the evils which result from that strife ; more- 
over, so far as human foresight can reach, there seems little 
hope of its cessation. 

15. We now turn to the political situation, and find that, from 
this point of view, the position of the Church since the proroga- 
tion of the Council is, owing to extraneous circumstances, very 
much altered, and presents an entirely new aspect. The 
doctrine of Infallibility was proclaimed at Rome on the 18th 
of July, 1870 ; and at Berlin, on the 19th of July in the same 
year was received the intimation of that war which was to 
effect the ruin of the temporal power ; and thus, by a singular 
disposition of Providence, the completion on one side of the 
edifice, reared with such perseverance through the lapse of 
centuries, was to coincide with the commencement of its demo- 
lition on the other. The clay feet of the Colossus were broken 
down and crumbled into dust, just as its head was surmounted 
with the last golden crown. At the very moment when the Papacy 
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had reached its utmost development of power, it lost its most 
effective and powerful instrument for exercising that power in 
the way, and with the intention, for which it had been raised 
so high. At the time when the Papacy was ready, solemnly 
to proclaim to the world its possession of the ascendency it had 
so long arrogated, but was as yet unable explicitly to assume, at 
that very moment the world with unwonted indifference saw 
it deprived of the modest and limited dominion it had hitherto 
enjoyed. A strange result, indeed, but one which might have 
been foreseen, though little expected by those who mainly 
brought it about, and who perhaps awaited a very different 
result of their labours. 

16. The downfall of the temporal power is a great and real 
innovation in the economy of the Church, and it places the 
aspect of her political relations with Catholic nations in a new 
light ; so new, indeed, that as yet one cannot estimate, and can 
only conjecture, the consequences which may be evolved. 

The most important point in this new phase is this : that 
as the different aspects of a question are distinct, rather sub- 
jectively in regard to the mind of the observer, than in reality 
with reference to the actual essence of the question, since they 
mutually influence each other and are ultimately blended — so 
this novel and singular phase of the Church's political history 
cannot fail to react in some way or other, more perhaps than 
is now imagined, upon her own condition, and her religious and 
social affinities. 

17. Every attempt has been made in past years, both within 
and without the Church, to reconcile her with the politics, the 
science, and the habits of the age ; with all those elements, in 
short, which constitute the sum of modern civilisation, in the 
hope that she might no longer be compelled to stand aloof from 
civilisation in the position either of an enemy or a victim, but 
might remain at its side as one of its own agents, an element 
of strength and moral power. All such attempts have hitherto 
failed. Each of them has been marked in history by schisms, 
strife, or profound social perturbations; but society has not 
made a single step towards the solution of the problem, and 
the policy of the Church has proceeded tranquilly and un- 
alterably on its own way. Although many, and not the 
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least among these Dante AHghieri, have been more dis- 
cerningy society at large has not attached great importance to 
the influence that might be exercised on the constitution and 
character of the Church hy such a centre of authority as the 
Roman Curia. The Roman Curia is furnished with infinite 
moral and material forces ; and by the education of its members, 
its peculiar traditions and forms, it stands detached from the 
ordinary interests of life, while it is endowed with a wonderful 
hierarchical organisation, and possesses a boundless supremacy. 
The diminution of power which the Church has recently under- 
gone, not in regard to her spiritual and speculative authority, 
but in regard to that practical and material power which has 
always been the special aim of what is properly called the 
Roman Curia, is a new phase in her history. Owing to this 
fact, the political element in the Church has diminished, while 
the purely ecclesiastical element has naturally resumed the upper 
hand ; as the mechanical centralisation of a State ceases, the 
moral uniformity takes its place as a spontaneous effect of the 
concordance of feeling and of principles ; force being suspended, 
conscience remains. This state of things must necessarily be 
modified by the opinions, the sentiments, and the requirements 
of the age. The bishops, and clergy who living the ordinary 
life of citizens cannot but be to a certain degree influenced by 
that common life, naturally take the place occupied exclusively 
up to that time by the Prelatura^ and by the ecclesiastical con- 
gregations which are composed of mixed elements, and the 
pressure of the Curia on the episcopate loses considerably there- 
by, both in prestige and in power. 

These modifications are not the effect of a preconceived wish 
or design, but the notable result of the situation, and they are 
therefore the more deep and real. The essential transformation 
in the practical life of the Church which we have described, is 
coincident with, and balances the declaration of absolute power 
in her speculative life. What will be the result of such a clashing 
combination in the economy of the Church ? How can these two 
different orders of things co-exist ? Which of them will pre- 
vail ? A transformation of this nature should be accomplished in 
the serene air of liberty in order to produce its full effects. The 
adverse pressure of the State, or of the violent currents of public 
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opinion produced by political passions in times of revolution, 
may render the change unavailing, and may again rivet the 
fetters that liberty has unloosed ; and reproduce under the form 
of some hidden and powerful combination, the same phenomena 
that were apparent under the distinct and imposing form of 
the Curia when it was endued with temporal power. The 
problem consists in this very fact, and it is not easy of solu- 
tion ; at any rate, to determine it a priori is impossible, for 
our experience in the matter hitherto is too short, and cannot 
throw much light on the question. At any rate, in weighing 
the different results that have accrued to the Church from the 
proceedings of the last three years, no doubt can be entertained 
on the one hand, of the very great force exercised on all 
institutions by the principles that govern them, while on the 
other hand it is impossible to overlook the positive influence 
of the facts and interests which determine the conditions 
under which those institutions exist. Lastly, we must not forget 
the vital strength which animates a great organization like the 
Church, for she embodies the moral and religious sentiments of 
numerous and powerful races, sentiments which derive from the 
circumstances of the age the means necessary for their active and 
effectual development. 

18. The present situation of the Church, as we have shortly 
described it, with regard to modem society and the religious 
condition of Catholic populations, is very discouraging, even to 
the least observant eyes and the most prejudiced judgment, for 
it presents many deplorable features. So far as to the Church 
herself. With regard to society, religion is one of its integral 
elements, it is one of the firmest bonds by which it is united, 
it is the foundation that sustains the social edifice. 

Abstract theories, multiplied reasonings, and the experiments 
of philosophers and of statesmen, have never yet been able to 
change this condition of humanity in the least degree ; on the 
contrary, if they have done anything they have rendered it more 
apparent. From the earliest age, a people is found to be religious 
in proportion as it is honest, laborious, moral, and strong ; and 
with disorder and decay come corruption and impiety : cotem- 
poraneous history has in no way changed or added to this rule, 
and all the endeavours made by elevated minds and determined 
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wills to confute it have utterly failed before the logical power 
of facts. 

19. The religious sentiment, moreover, resembles the other 
faculties of the human mind ; when kept within due limits and 
applied rationally, it helps to form great societies and strong 
nations ; when hindered and turned out of its proper course, it 
prepares, or follows, the decay of a nation, and often perishes 
with it. All constituted societies and forms of civilisation 
have been animated by some religion which represented their 
mysterious tie with the Infinite, that is to say, with God. 
The small and degraded populations of central Africa have 
a religion that guides them, just as the cultivated Greek 
societies and the mighty Roman societies had theirs ; and 
without doubt religion has governed and still controls, though 
many fail to recognise it, the marvellous civilisation of the 
present age. 

Art, which so faithfully and indelibly represents the spirit of 
the times, has imprinted the character of this civilisation of 
which we are so justly proud in the ' Divina Commedia,' in the 
^ Disputa del Sacramento,' and in the glorious churches scattered 
over the face of the earth. The religious sentiment, which con- 
tains in itself the moral tie that binds society together, is at 
the same time cause and effect, it is an integral part of civilisa- 
tion, its very germ and spirit. The birth and development of 
civilisation are alike marked by a strong and living faith. The 
religious sentiment grows with civilisation ; feels the influence 
of expanding reason and tends itself to become rational ; adapts 
itself to the refinements of civilisation, and inspires the arts and 
literature. These are the two stages which conduct civilisation 
to its culminating point. When society degenerates and becomes 
corrupt, religion does the same ; and its downfall is marked by 
excessive devotion to outward forms, by the neglect of the inward 
reality, and by the growth of bigotry and indifference. That 
which happens on a large scale in the history of the world is 
reproduced in a minor degree in the life of separate nations. 
The principle is invariable, but its application is infinitely 
various. The offences of men do not subvert the principle, but 
only corrupt the societies in which they live. Societies that 
have become corrupt fall to pieces, but other communities may 

B 



242 EIGHT MONTHS AT ROME. [Conclusion. 

adopt the principles they have lost, and carry them out more 
worthily. Society passes away, but the world must accom- 
plish its destiny. The paganism of classical ages, with all its 
terrible corruptions, fell to rise no more, and at the present 
day not a single pagan exists on the face of the earth. Mean- 
while, Jewish Monotheism, which was relatively obscure and 
hidden in a corner of the Roman empire, was, in its decay, 
transformed into Christianity, and spread through the whole 
world. 

Christianity itself has gone through a reform by which it has 
given life to new societies, and new forms of modern civilisa- 
tion. By reason of the vast area over which these transforma- 
tions take place, much of their working is above the judgment 
of man, and cannot be affected in any way by the will of 
individuals, they resemble the great vicissitudes of the material 
world ; we may confront them, but can neither advance nor 
retard their progress by a single second. 

On the other hand, men are undoubtedly responsible for the 
part they take in promoting the development of national life, 
which accompanies an advanced state of civilisation. As 
society cannot exist without a religion, neither can it change that 
religion just as it pleases. The conditions under which religion 
exists, are beyond and above the ordinary action, and effective 
will of society, and surpass its calculable powers. It is of course 
possible for society by a process of self-training to modify its 
religion, to educate its religious as well as its civil sense. Society 
may, by cultivating simultaneously its feelings and reasoning 
powers, and improving at the same time its religious and civil 
institutions, be able to acquire gradually that harmony of reason 
and of will, that unity of action in all its faculties, which is 
requisite for the full development of its strength and greatness. 

20. The examination and precise definition of the mystery of 
order, social and moral — the determination of the point at 
which individual responsibility for great revolutions ceases, and 
also where it begins — this examination is the quia* at which 
" deve stare contenta la umana gente." Yet this mystery by no 
means releases any nation from the responsibility as to its own 
destiny which naturally belongs to it. The more a people seeks 

♦ ** State oontenti, umana gentc, al quia." — Dante, Purg. iii. 37. 
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to be, and actually does become, great and strong, the more 
that responsibility increases ; as it gains in power it is more 
directly the arbiter of its own fate ; and the unknown sum of 
general causes and influences which affect it, decreases in pro- 
portion as the certain and evident sum of its wisdom and virtue 
increases. 

21. Three conclusions evidently result from this brief examina- 
tion into the present state of Catholic populations, under the con- 
sideration of their religious, social, and political aspect. First, 
it appears that the relations between Church and State, and the 
religious and civil condition of the inhabitants of Catholic 
countries in our day, are universally considered to be uncomfort- 
able, dangerous to public order, and obstructive to the diffusion 
of civilisation and religion. Secondly, it is the interest of the 
Church, for the sake of her own life, and for the fulfilment of 
her own mission, to modify this state of things so far as she can. 
Thirdly, it is essential for society, which can neither exist with- 
out a religion, nor can change its religion at will, to adapt itself 
to that form which it already possesses, endeavouring to improve 
or modify it in such a way as is most easily reconcilable with 
its nature and principles. This last condition must be especially 
observed, in order that the two interests may coalesce favourably, 
and also in order that the whole scheme of improvement may 
have a practical result, and not remain a dead letter. Reform in 
religious matters cannot satisfy reason in the abstract, but only 
in the relative sense, because faith and feeling are special faculties, 
having their own proper development. Hence appears the 
futility of the work of those rationalistic reformers who, having 
no religion to begin with, endeavour to construct one that may 
satisfy their own notions ; and also of those statesmen who, not 
feeling any need of religion themselves, try to make one for 
others. The first class endeavour to produce faith by a process 
of reasoning ; the second to create religious feeling out of scepti- 
cism, and both these errors, very common at the present day, 
spring from a profound ignorance of the origin of the matter. 
The religious sentiment is not fostered deliberately by a rational 
and symmetrical plan fixed h priori^ but, like all other strong 
convictions, it is developed by education, by habit, and by 
example, and it is nourished by affections. 
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Philosophers and statesmen find a justification for religion 
in its effects rather than in its causes, which remain a mystery 
to them — a problem only understood by its results ; and yet this 
problem is solved daily by the multitudes whose social con- 
dition is determined by the education and the habits they have 
acquired from religion. Moreover, these very multitudes, from 
their nature are accessible, more or less rapidly, to strong and 
profound convictions; they possess intuitively a perception of 
justice and uprightness, which often compensates for their lack 
of reasoning power, and are not so easily led away by paradoxes 
and imposition as might be supposed. 

22. The three conclusions we have now stated might be 
reached by different ways, but they are unimpeachable, and 
indeed are unquestioned. Objections may be made to the 
last by those who believe in a society composed of philosophers. 
We have no wish, with ancient and modem history in our 
hands, to engage in a discussion on this subject. It is sufficient 
to state our conviction that those who profess this hazardous 
opinion seriously, and not merely as a matter of pretext or 
fashion, cannot, if grave and conscientious men, in the presence 
of so dangerous a responsibility, and in a matter so vital to 
society, but see the necessity of carefully testing their experi- 
ments in the region of speculation, before endeavouring to give 
them practical effect ; time and liberty, render justice to every 
one, and everything. This being conceded, we believe that such 
persons will practically find little to change in the constitu- 
tion of national life as we understand it, or in the guidance 
and direction of those interests which can never be successfully 
treated hypothetically, but must follow the rules that are im- 
planted in the history, the habits, and the conscience of man- 
kind. 

23. From whatever side the question be considered, it is 
evident that to enable Catholic nations to come out of the ab- 
normal and dangerous condition which now so severely tries 
them, and to proceed quietly on their road, they must be 
freed from the antagonism between the capital principles which 
govern them. They must be able to reconcile their religious and 
civil opinions under the aegis of liberty, in order to proceed 
without struggles and disturbance to the fulfilment of their. 
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destiny, and to contemplate, without grave misgivings, the dark 
possibiHties of the future. 

24. Thus far we have pursued the road which we traced for 
ourselves. Were we to go further, we might be in danger 
of exceeding our limits, and of entering the labyrinth of ques- 
tions which are raised by the conflict between Church and State. 
We have been careful in this brief sketch not to touch on any 
arguments directly regarding canonical or theological matters, 
because it is better for the profane not to meddle with these ques- 
tions. We have been content to consider the deep and essential 
affinity of the subjects under discussion, with social and political 
questions, because in such points the natural instinct of self- 
preservation asserts its rights in each of us. - If sometimes we 
have transgressed these lipiits, it has been unintentionally, and 
owing to our being drawn on by the intimate connection that 
exists between all the various interests discussed. Keeping to 
our resolution, we have noticed the phenomena manifested in 
Catholic societies, and the breach between religion and civili- 
sation daily widening within them ; the substitution of two 
consciences, a religious and a civil, in opposition to each 
other, in place of the one conscience, to which all feelings and 
faculties should be subject, as supreme guide in the difficult 
road of virtue and of justice ; and we have noticed the weakness 
and disorders that result to Catholic nations from this severance 
of moral responsibility. 

The " free Church in a free State," which is, indeed, a wonder- 
ful political formula, an excellent expedient, according to official 
opinion, for ameliorating the present condition of Catholic 
populations, is socially an impracticability, especially for those 
nations that have one single form of religion, the influence of 
which is therefore dominant in their disposition, their habits, and 
their civilisation. 

The only case in which this ideal could be carried out would 
be in the event of a great weakening of the religious sentiment 
among the people, and the entire absorption of the human con 
science by the State ; but the State in itself is a fact and not a 
conviction, and is unable to satisfy the human conscience, which 
cannot divide its allegiance. The power of man, who is, after all, 
physically speaking, but a weak creature, lies in his intelligence 
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and conscience ; by the first he is capable of acquiring the most 
profound knowledge ; by the second, of attaining the highest 
moral grandeur. 

Nations are only assemblages of men, and their power lies in 
their conscience. No great civilisation has ever been founded 
on scepticism ; and no society has ever maintained its greatness, 
if the elements of which it is constituted, are in permanent and 
irreconcilable conflict. 

We have considered all these subjects because they come 
within the range of the social investigation we undertook ; but 
it is impossible to go further without entering into questions 
that we have avoided. We may, however, without infringing 
this rule, suggest .a few general considerations tending to simplify 
the question which seems so difficult and intricate as to be almost 
insoluble, of the amicable co-existence of the Church with the 
State and with modem society, particularly in Catholic countries, 
the interests of which we have much at heart. 

25. The principles of the Catholic Church are most simple ; 
her mysteries represent dogma, and her commandments repre- 
sent morals. The mysteries are in every religion above the 
reach of human reason ; the commandments contain the one 
eternal universal moral law, the observance of which constitutes 
the life and prosperity of nations. The sum of both is ex- 
pressed in the simple and comprehensive words : — " On these 
two commandments hang all the law," &c. And — " Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God, and thy neighbour as thyself." 

Is it so very difficult a matter to live in accordance with this 
precept ? Or can a rule be found in any past or future system 
of legislation more suited to serve as the basis of civilisation than 
this? Is it likely that of all which has been accomplished in the 
Church by the work of man and the lapse of time, beyond the 
limits indicated by these two commandments, nothing will be 
modified or undone by the same agencies — man and time? or, 
again, is it likely that, as far as regards society, these same 
agencies will never constitute another, otherwise and elsewhere, 
than within the limits of these commandments ? 

26. Time and men, those two great factors in all institutions 
and forms of civilisation, carry out their work under different 
conditions. The work of time is necessarily irresistible ; we 
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can but observe and submit to it. The work of man, on the 
other hand, is accompHshed by successive acts, and of free 
will, and thus the responsibiHty falls on him alone. In those 
regions of elevated principle, where passion and party differences 
vanish, nations regain their generic character which is deter- 
mined by the concurrent action of all their component elements ; 
and therefore it has been said that the destiny of a people is that 
which itself has merited. The truth of this axiom is proved by 
long experience, though it may be liable to special or temporary 
exceptions. 

The customs, the laws, the religious type, the civil type of a 
nation are all its own work, the application, the emanation of 
itself; and if they could not be modified by education and study, 
free-will would be an expression void of meaning, and the whole 
world would become the prey of a revolting and iniquitous 
fatalism. When a society falls into a state of decay and disorder, 
the blame is usually thrown upon any one, or anything, as is 
most convenient at the time, and people reciprocally accuse one 
another ; the Government, the Liberals, the clergy, the sects, the 
Church herself, are from time to time denounced as the cause of 
the evil. All these have, of course, in varying degrees, their 
own measure of responsibility, which is sometimes partial, 
sometimes exceptional, and sometimes very serious; but we 
cannot look upon them as apart from ourselves, for, after all, 
we make up their numbers, we determine their opportunities 
of action ; we constitute their power and their strength. The 
moral state and the prevalent opinion of a people determine 
the morality and the power of those who rule it materially and 
morally, just as these, in their turn, guide and direct the opinion 
of their subjects. 

Having thus settled the respective influences and the collec- 
tive responsibility of all classes in a nation, with regard to its 
social condition and the development of its prosperity, we can 
more easily investigate the causes of the dangers and difliculties 
that disturb our own people ; determine the measure of responsi- 
bility attaching to them, and ascertain exactly the duty of each 
section of society, with the hope of supplying some remedy 
for the evils under which it is labouring. The opinions, the 
education, and the moral and intellectual condition of our people 
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are such as to condemn them to a perpetual alternation between 
opposite and dangerous extremes. If, for instance, those races 
that we call the Latin races, which form a large proportion of 
the Catholic nations, be affected hy the religious movement, it 
often conducts them, by a strictly logical process, to a state of 
theocracy and superstition. If, on the other hand, the spirit of 
liberty, and the exercise of reason be awakened among them, it 
often happens that by a similar process of logic their onward 
social and political march is only arrested when they have 
reached a state of anarchy and impiety ; and a negation of all 
responsibility, is the effect of this second course. The law of 
reaction and of compensation originates and regulates these 
moral oscillations, giving to the first phase greater durability, 
and to the second greater force and intensity. Wherever the 
Latin races have settled and manifested their principles by their 
institutions and forms of government, they seem to forget that 
their strength can only consist in so ruling their faculties and 
sentiments as to render them practically useful, just as the 
economy of human life, social and individual, consists in a 
tempered moderation. A people whose life is passed between 
one phase of superstition and tyranny, and another of anarchy 
and impiety, resembles an individual who spends half his ex- 
istence in habitual excess, and the rest in fasting, in both cases 
the result must be death. 

27. Having already spoken of logic, we would here protest 
very strongly against the manner in which it is used. Owing to 
the scholastic form in which it has mingled with the traditions 
of the period of our intellectual development, logic has often 
proved a source of evil, and has led to disastrous conclusions. 
In the form in which it has passed into our method of reason- 
ing and thinking, log^c is an imperfect instrument, by which 
man endeavours to reach the truth ; it is a machine to create 
truth. No doubt on many occasions this artificial process has 
been helpful to the weakness of the human mind, especially 
in the earlier ages ; it was a means of eliciting the truth on 
testing a subject by two propositions, just as a spark is pro- 
duced by two currents of electricity. But, granting all the 
services rendered us by logic, we must not forget that it is 
only an artifice, that the infinite can never be contained in 
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the finite ; and that though all can aspire to the truth, and find 
it in some degree, it is not given to all to possess it, and possess 
it always. In all truth there is something above our compre- 
hension, which must be supplied by faculties other than those 
of the intellect ; faculties that we must educate and develop 
in order to use them efficaciously. This is the reason why 
nothing is more likely to lead us to absurd conclusions than 
the process of argument famiHar to us from long habit, which 
we call logic; and it misleads us irremediably, because logic- 
ally. Our mental errors all involve a syllogism, and therefore 
they last so long, and produce so much harm. 

The religious principle, guided only by logic to its utmost 
development, often becomes abstract, mystical and intolerant; 
it loses its chief characteristic, that of being the companion, 
the creator and the soul of civilisation ; it isolates itself, and 
becomes a great and sometimes an insuperable obstacle to real 
progress. If the human mind blindly follows logic it may lose 
religion, and being unable to appreciate subtle distinctions, but 
adhering to absolute deductions, may even cast it off entirely ; 
and society, being thus set free from the tics which bind It 
together, loses its strength and prosperity, and falls into a state 
of anarchy. In each of these cases an inflexible logic has been 
followed out with a like result — that of arriving at an absuni 
conclusion. 

28. We have been led by these considerations to a point 
where we may consider the Church and society as standing 
on common ground, where their respective interests meet, and 
where it is possible to form such judgments on the condition of 
both, as may help the practical solution of the social problem 
affecting Catholic nations. But here we have reached the proper 
limit of a book so moderate in compass, and of so general a 
character as the present work. It remains for individuals to 
form for themselves, according to their opportunities, the con- 
clusions to be deduced from the facts we have indicated. It is 
not our business to settle in what way, or how far, the Church 
can, and ought to carry out the modifications demanded by the 
very existence of Catholic society ; any more than we can deter- 
mine the progress of human society, or limit its Irresistible 
course. The Church and society have each a wide field open to 
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them, where their respective powers for good may be duly deve- 
loped ; the Gospel and liberty. Every civil law may be in 
harmony with the Gospel, and every religious institution may 
be in harmony with liberty. How best to ensure the simple and 
faithful observance of both our religious and civil obligations, is 
a secret never yet discovered on account of its very simplicity ; 
and who knows if it will ever be discovered amid the distracting 
struggles and the absorbing passions that agitate humanity. 

29. It is, indeed, most desirable that this secret, this happy 
solution of difficulties should be brought to light, though here 
we do not intend to enter upon the arduous question of the 
religious future of the age. Without doubt, religious con- 
victions have on all sides received a violent shock ; and none 
can foretell the results of the great social revolutions that have 
taken place ; they may work the ruin of societies and insti- 
tutions ; they may derange the equilibrium of nations, and 
change the course of the world ; but as these hypotheses are 
purely speculative, their consideration cannot conduce to any 
certain conclusion, or to any practical effect. Whatever the 
universal religious condition of the world may be, our duty is 
to attend to our own, to find out in what our difficulties and 
dangers consist, and to discover the essential difference between 
our social state, and that of other Christian populations. 

Among those nations religion and civilisation have, with 
more or less harmony, marched in unison, supporting and at 
the same time correcting, each other ; they are able to co-exist 
not indeed without some divergencies, but, at all events, without 
causing variance and enmity. 

Among our people, on the contrary, there seems to be defini- 
tively established a mortal strife between the religious principle 
represented by an exclusive inflexible authority, embodied in a 
form absolute and immutable in all its parts ; and that moral 
revolution, of which the latter must eventually feel the influence, 
which has itself a form equally concrete and organic, and which 
tends to become equally exclusive, inflexible and despotic. Our 
people, as well as other nations, obey the universal law, and 
follow their appointed destinies, but with very different results, 
for the latter attain their ends without catastrophes or great 
struggles; whereas, the path of the former is marked by terrible 
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losses and ruin, owing to the violence of the current that sweeps 
them along. Such considerations are of the utmost importance 
to Catholic nations ; for their course has been hitherto marked 
by a brilliant light, which still shines upon their path, and 
forbids our indulging any disparaging estimates as to their 
moral and political inferiority. 

30. Therefore, before bringing these reflections to a close, 
we would remind Catholic nations that though they may try to 
find the causes of their abnormal condition in their institutions, 
yet habits form laws as much, or perhaps more, than laws form 
habits; and as the universal sentiment of a society is the 
element that nourishes its institutions, their life or their death 
depends upon the state of that element. 

It is requisite for the well-being of Catholic nations, not only 
that their own vitality be preserved, but that they do not prove 
occasions of ruin to others, and it is necessary that they find 
their own moral equilibrium. They must learn, moreover, that 
they will no more attain this moral equilibrium, this essential 
condition of life, through the inexorable mysticism of the 
Catholic party, than they would through the utter dissolution 
of all principle. They will not find it in scepticism, because 
nothing can be created by negation, nor in new divisions, 
because these only give rise to anger and discord ; and by 
separating the energetic and ardent part of society from the 
rest, renders the former weaker, and leaves the latter a prey to 
reaction and hatred. Catholic nations will find their wished-for 
peace only in a real modification of their principles, a work 
requiring time and thought, by which their religious and civil 
institutions, being in conformity with the eternal principles of 
morality and truth, may subsist in harmony and may assimilate 
with the various phases and developments of human nature. 

31. If, on the other hand, we could prevail on those to whom 
is entrusted the direction of Catholic institutions, and of the 
exercise of their influence, to listen to our arguments with un- 
prejudiced minds, we would point out that although the spirit of 
the age is not congenial to religious belief, yet that real resist- 
ance and active enmity are never attracted by movements of an 
exclusively religious or speculative character, nor even by those 
that directly concern faith and morals. Such resistance is evoked 
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by movements political rather than religious — material rather 
than spiritual, and touching discipline rather than morals or 
dogma. Nor is this unnatural, for morality in itself is one and 
eternal, whereas its legal expressions are variable and transitory. 
Consequently, it is evident and logical that these legal expressions 
may change, and be affected by social movements and the pro- 
gress of the age ; whereas morality in itself can be assailed by 
no real opposition other than that eternal antagonism between 
right and wrong which must affect all institutions, and is in- 
separable from the history of the universe itself. Two truths 
cannot contradict one another. There cannot be one truth for 
the Church and another for the State, any more than there is one 
truth for religion and another for science. That which is good 
for one nation cannot be evil for another ; and all those who 
maintain such antitheses are in error. A true and sublime re- 
ligion, firmly rooted on the earth and reaching to heaven, can 
never be opposed to truth and goodness, for that opposition could 
only be directed against evil. 

Therefore, when the conditions of the strife are such, that 
goodness and truth are on one side, and all the strength and 
energy of human nature rally round them ; evil diminishes and 
retreats to the position of impotence and subordination which it 
is intended to bold in the order of the universe. The nearer 
we approach this ideal, the more surely shall we attain that 
happy state of things on which the prosperity and grandeur of 
nations depends ; and the social and political problems which 
at first sight appeared inexplicable, will resolve themselves as 
naturally as the snow melts away beneath the genial rays of the 
sun. 

32. We might sum up the principal wants of Catholic nations 
as follows : their sense of right and wrong should be simplified 
and rendered clearer, and they should be relieved from the 
burden of artificial evils that oppress them, in order that they 
may acquire the power of discerning what is really evil, and 
may be able to oppose it. They must learn to be guided in their 
struggle by the spirit, and not by the letter of the law, because 
the spirit teaches what is upright in practice, whereas the letter 
is incapable of amending what is wrong. " Quid leges sine 
moribus." Much is to be done before these results can be at- 
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tained ; in the first place, it is requisite that the authorities by 
which Catholic nations are governed, and the principles by 
which they are led, should not be the production of absolute and 
exclusive ideas, isolated from the rest of the world ; but should 
rest upon universal opinion, and express the mind of the whole 
Church, for only in this way can she adopt and assimilate the 
various forms of good which are now extraneous to her, but with 
which she should be in unison. To this end it is necessary that 
her hierarchy, instead of being only the exponent of supreme 
authority, should be, as it was originally, the impersonation of 
the loftiest virtue and self-sacrifice. In taking the first step, 
religion escapes the danger of being only the appendage or 
instrument of a party, and becomes, what in truth she ought to 
be, the originator and fosterer of social order, the friend and 
benefactor of humanity. In taking the second step, religion 
becomes active, and descends from the region of abstruse 
speculation to enter upon that of facts, a region in which self- 
abnegation and virtue are necessary elements of progress. 

Having reached this point, religion has fulfilled her mission ; 
the rest is beyond our power and responsibility, and the destiny 
of nations remains in the hands of Him who created the uni- 
verse. But up to that point the responsibility is ours ; and 
we must answer for the evil resulting from a state of things 
we ourselves have brought about, and jealously maintain, with 
an energy worthy of a better cause, in despite of evidence and 
reason. 

33. Even if the facts which we have specified did not exist, 
the peculiar form in which the internal working and the external 
movement of the Church manifest themselves, are such as to 
prevent our undertaking a discussion respecting them, of laying 
down rules or making suggestions to the authorities that guide 
and direct her course. The foundation on which these authorities 
rest their power, the connection existing between them, and all 
their movements, depend upon special laws which are inac- 
cessible to external considerations, and thus on practical grounds 
we have no language in which to interchange our ideas. Just 
as the State is obliged to provide for its necessities, so now the 
Church must herself seek the best means of reconciling the 
difficulties she encounters, of meeting the new conditions of life 
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brought about by the lapse of time and the experience of the 
past ; this being the onlj way in which the word reconciliation 
can bear a real signification, as a point of meeting and not of 
departure. It remains for the Church to find the best means of 
reconciling the substance of religion, that is, faith and morality, 
with the great development of reason and with the new social 
and civil conditions of nations ; harmonising the good she teaches 
with the good which may be learned from science, from legisla- 
tion, and from the ever-varying and progressive movement of 
human society. It is the part of the Church to be a help rather 
than a hindrance to society in the tempest through which it is 
now passing ; an anchor of safety rather than a dangerous rock 
on which split the efforts of those — who placed at the helm of 
State, with the duty of guiding the ships tossed about by the 
angry surges of the social deep — must either strive to keep clear 
of such obstacles^ or falling upon them, be dashed to pieces, 
leaving at the mercy of the waves the broken fragments of a 
ruined and shipwrecked society. 

34. At this very moment when the Church, distracted by the 
many and serious controversies that trouble her, called together 
her States General, and looked trustfully to her Ecumenical 
Assembly for the solution of her difficulties, it was specially 
incumbent on her to carry out the course of action indicated by 
the steps she had already taken. Preliminary events do not as 
yet point to the fulfilment of this obligation, but still it is summa 
lex for the Church, because essential for the general safety, to 
discover some means of escape from the prevailing dangers ; to 
take some step towards the solution of the great problem that 
touches so nearly her own life and the very existence of Catholic 
nations. She may find that help in the marvellous strength of 
her own constitution, in her extensive authority, and well-proved 
ability in dealing with matters of difficult interpretation ; or, 
what would be still more satisfactory, she may find in a full and 
free discussion, the best solution of her difficulties. 

35. It is true that to modify in any way the religion of a 
people while a strong and independent Rationalism prevails In 
the world, Is a work so hard and so full of difficulties impossible 
to express a prioriy that It can never be accomplished either by a 
Canon of the Church or by a law of the State, but must be the 
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combined operation of time and human efforts. Still, if wc have 
the right to look to any special agents for help in this great 
work, it is surely to those who received the injunction, " Go 
and bring forth fruit ;"* and who were likewise reminded as a 
commentary on this mission, that ^^ a good tree cannot bring forth 
corrupt fruit.''t ^^ 1^>^I^ ^o those prophets and apostles of good 
tidings of whom it was said that they should be known by their 
fruits ; not by their privileges or vestments, not by the wisdom 
of their laws or the harmony of their institutions, not by the 
possession of worldly goods, or by the power they had attained, 
but simply by the fruits they brought forth, " wherefore by 
their fruits ye shall know them."J 

♦ St. John, XV. 16. t St. Matthew, vii. 18. J St. Matthew, vu. 20. 
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SANCTISSIMI DOMINI NOSTHl 

PI I 

DIVINA PROVIDENTIA 

PAPAE IX. 

LITTERAE APOeTOLICAE 

QVIBV8 

INDICITVR OECVMENICVM COIVCILIVM 

BOMAE UABENDVM 

ET DIE IMMACYLATAE CONCEPTIONI 

DEIPARAE VIB0INI8 8ACR0 AN. MDCOCLXTX 

IMCIFIENDVM. 

PIVS EPISCOPVS 
SEBTA'S SEBVOBYM DEI 

Ad ftUuram ret memoriam. 

Aetemi Putris Unigenitiis Filius propter 
nimiiim, qua noe dilexit, caritatenif ut univer- 
8um Immunum genus a peccati iugo, ac daemo- 
nis capiivitate, et errorum tcnebrU, quibus 

{)rimi parentis culpa iamdiu misere preme- 
lotnr, m "plenitudine temporum vindioarei, 
do caelesti scde descendens, et a patema 
gloria non recedens, mortalibus ex Imma- 
culata Sanctissimaque Virgine Maria indutos 
exuviis, doctrinam, ao vivcndi discipUnam e 
caelo delatam manifestavit, eamdemque tot 
admirandis opcribus testatam fecit, ac se- 
metipsum tradidit pro nobi.^, oblationem et 
hodtiiim Deo in oaorem suavitatid. Ante- 
quam Tcro, devicta morte, triumphanB in 
caelum consessnrus ad dexteram Patris con- 
scenderet, misit ApoBtolos in mundum uni- 
verHum, ut praedicarent cvangelium omni 
creuturae, eisquo potestatem dedit rcgendi 
Kcclesiam suo sanguine acquisitam, ct con- 
stitutam, quae est cdumna et firmametUum 
veritatUy ac caelestibus ditata thcsauris tutum 
salutis iter, ao verae doctrinae lucem omni- 
bu«i papulis ostondit, ct instar navit in aUum 



Meeuli huius ita ncUatj ut, pereunte mundo, 
omfi€8 qttos 8u$ripity servet iUae$o§,^ Ut au- 
tem eiusdem Kcclesiae regimen rccte semper, 
ntquc ex ordine i)rocederet, et omuls chris- 
tian us populus in una semper fide, doctrine, 
caritate, et communione peraisteret, tum 
femeti])8um perpetuo affuturum usque sd 
eondummaiionem saeculi promisit, tum etiam 
ox omnibus unum selegit Petram, qoem 
Apotitolorum Prinoipem, suumque hio in 
terris Yicarium, Ilccle^daeque caput, ftmda- 
mentum ac centrum oonsUtuit, ut cum or^ 
dinis et honoris g^odu, torn praeoipuae, 
plenissimae(iue auctoritatis, potestatis, ac 
lurisdictionis amplitudine pasoeret agnos, et 
oves, confirmaret fratres, nniversamqoe re- 
geret Ecclesiam, et esset c<ieli ianiior, ac 
Uffandorumj aolvendorumque arbiiery man$ura 
etiam in caeli$ iudieiorum suorum defini' 
Hone} £t quoniam Ecclesiae unitas, et in- 
tegritas, eiusque regimen ab eodem Obristo 
indtitutum perpotuo stabile permanere debet, 
iccirco in Komanis Pontincibus Petri soo- 
cessoribus, qui in hac eadem Bomana Petri 
Cathedra sunt collocati, ipsissima suprema 
Petri in omnem Ecolesiam potestas, iurisdic- 
tio, Primatus plenissime perseverat, ao viget 
Itaque Bomani Pontinces onmem D<mii- 
nicum gregem pasoendi potestate et cnra 
ab ipso Ghristo Domino in persona Beati 
Petri divinitua sibi oommissa utentes, nun- 
qnam intermiserunt omnes perferre labores, 
omnia susoipero oonsilia, ut a solis ortu 
usque ad oooasum omnes populi, gentea, 
nationcs e?angelicam doctrinam ag^oeoerent^ 
et in veritatis, ao iustitiae viis ambulanteB 
yitam asseqnerentor aetemam. Omnes aa- 
tem Dorunt quibus indefessid curis iidem 
Bomani Pontifices fidei depositum, Cleri 
disoiplinam, eiusque sanctam, dootamqae 
institutionem, ac matrimonii sanctitatem 
dig^itatemque tutari, et christianam utrius- 
que eexns iuventutis educationem quotidie 
magis promovere, et populorum relig^onem, 
pietatem, morumque nonestatem fovere, ao 
lustitiam defcudere, et ipsius civilis socio- 

1 San. Max., Semi. 89. * Sso. Leo^ S«nn. n. 
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tatis tronquillitatS ordini, prospcritati, ra- 
tionibus con:*ulcre Btudueriiit. 

Neque omiseruiit ipsi Pontificos, ubi oppor- 
lunum existimarunt, in KraviBsimis prae- 
sertim temporum perturbationibus, ac eanc- 
tissimae nostrae religionis, civilisquo'so- 
cietutls calainitatibus generalia convocare 
Ooncilia, ut cum totius catholici orbis 
Episcoj)i8, qiioa SjnritiM Sanctus pomit 
regere EccUsiam Dei, oollatU cousiliiti, con- 
iunctisquc viribus ea omnia provide, sapien- 
tcrque constituerent, quaeadndei poti&»iinuro 
dogmuta definicn<ia, ad grassautes errores 
protligandos, ad caiholicam propu^nandum, 
illubtraudam et evolvtndam doctrinam, ad 
ccclesiaBticam tucndara ac reparamlam dis- 
ciplinam, ad corruptod populonim mores 
corrigcmlos possent conducorc. 

lum vero omnilms c^mpertum, explora- 
tumque e^t qua horribili U-mpcatate nunc 
iactetur EcclcBia, et quibus quaiitisque mails 
civilis ipsa affligatur sociotas. Etenim ab 
accrrimis Dei hominumque hostibus catliolica 
Ecclesia, oiusque salutarls doctrina, et vcnc- 
randa potesta s ac suprcma huius Apostolicao 
Scdis ttuctoritas oppugnata, proculcata, tt 
eacra omnia despecta, ct ccclesiastica bona 
direpta, nc Sacronim Antistites, ct spHcta- 
tissimi yiri divine minioterio addicti, nomi- 
nesque catholicis sensibus praestantes modis 
omnil)U8 divex-ati, et Religiosae Famiiiao 
extinctae, et impii omnia generis libri, ac 
pestitVrae ephemeri'les, et multiformes per- 
niciosissimae scctae undique diffusae, et 
miserae iuvoututid institutio ubique fore a 
Ciero amota, et quod pcius est, non p lucis 
in locis iniquitati?, et erroris magistria 
commissa. Uinc cum suinmo Nostro, et 
bononim omnium moerore, ct nunquam 
satis deplorando animarum damno ubique 
adeo propagata Cbt impietas, morumque 
corruptio, et eflrenata licentia, ac pravarum 
calui»que generis opinionum, omniumquo 
vitiorum, et scolerum contagio, divinarum, 
liumanarumque Itgum violatio, ut non 
solum scmctissima nostra religio, vcrum 
ctiam humana societaa miserandum in mo- 
dum pcrturbetur, ac divexetur. 

In tanta igitur calamitatum, quibus cor 
Nostrum obruitur, mole supremmn Pastorale 
ministerium Nubis divinitus commiesum 
cxigit, ut omnes Nostras magis magisoue 
cxeramus vires ad Ecclesiae reparandas 
ruinas, atl universi Dominici gregis salutem 
ciuandam, ad exitiales eorum Impetus conn- 
tusquo reprimendos, qui ipsam Ecclesiam, 
si fieri unquam posset, et civilem sociotatera 
funditus evertore connituntur. Nos quidera, 
Deo auxiliante, vel ab ipso supremi Nostri 
PontifiCiitus exonlio nunquam pro gravissimi 
Xi.stri officii dobito destitimus pluribus Nod- 



trid Considtorialibus Allocutionibns, et Apo- 
stolicis Litteris Nostram attollere vocem, ac 
Dei, eius-que sanctae Ecclesiae causam Nobis 
a Cbri8to Domino concreditam omui studio 
constuntcr defendere, atque huius Apoeto- 
licae Sedis, et iustitiae, veritatisque iuia 
propugnare, et inimicorum hominum insidias 
detegere, errores, falbasquo docfrinas dam- . 
nare, et impietatis sect as proscribere, ac 
universi Dominici gregis saluti advigilare et 
consulere. 

Verum illustribus Praedecessorum Nos- 
tiorum vcstigiis inliaerentt-s, opportnnum 
propteroa e^sse existimavimus, in Generale 
Concilium, quod iamdiu Notitris erat in 
votis, cogere omnes Venerabiles Fratres 
totius catholici orbis Sacrorum Aniistitesi 
qui in sollicltudinis Nostrae partem vocati 
sunt. Qui quidera Venerabiles Frdtrcs sin- 
gulari in catbolicam Ecclesiam amore incensi, 
eximiaque erga Nos, et Apostolicam banc 
Se<iem pietate et observantia spectati, ac de 
animarum salute anxii, etsapientia, doctrinae 
eruditione pmestantes, et una Nobiscum 
trititisrtimam rei cum sacrae tum publioae 
conditionem maxime dolentes, idhil antiquiua 
habent, quam sua Nobiscum cominunieare, 
et conferre consilia, ac salutaria tot calami- 
tatibus adliibcre remedia. In Oecumenioo 
enim hoc Concilio ea omnia accuratissime 
examine sunt perpendenda, ac statuenda, 
quae hisce praesertim aspcrrimis temporibua 
maiorem Dei gloriam, et fidei integritatem, 
divinique cultus deoorem, sempitemamane 
hominum salutem, et utriusque Oleri aia- 
ciplinam, eiusque salutarem, solidamque 
culturam, atque ecclesiasticarum legum ob- 
servantiam, morumque emondationem, et 
christi.tnam iuventutis institutionem, et com- 
munem omnium picem et concordiam in 
primis respiciunt. Atque etiam intentistimo 
htudio curandum est, ut, Deo bene iuvante, 
omnia ab Ecclosia, et civili societate amo- 
veantur mala, ut miserl errantes a«1 rectum 
veritatis, iustitiae, salutisque tramitem re- 
ducantur, ut vitiis, erroribusque eliminatis, 
auguata nostra religio eiusque salutifer<i 
doctrina ubique terrarum reviviscat, et quo- 
tidie magis propngetur, et dominetur, atque 
ita pietas, honestas, probitas, iustitia, caritaa 
omnesque christianae virtutes cum maxima 
humanae societatia utilitate vigeant, et 
afflorescant. Nemo enim inficiari unquam 
poterit, catholicae Ecclesiae, eiusque doc- 
trinae vim non solum aeternam hominum 
salutem spectare, vcrum etiam prodease 
temporal i populorum bono, eorumque verae 
prosperitati, ordini, ac tranquillitati, et hu- 
mamunim quoque seientiarum progressui ac 
soliditati, veluti sacrae ac profanae historiae 
annales splendidissimis fuctis clare apcrte- 
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Sue osteudunt, et constanter, evidentcrane 
emonstrant. Et quoniam Chiistus t)o- 
iniuus illis verbis Nos mirifioe recreat, reficit, 
et condolatur : Uhi swU duo vel tres congre- 
^ati in nomine meo ibi sum in medio eorum ;' 
iccirco dubitare non possumus, quin Ipst* in 
boo Concilio Nobis in abundaiitia divinae 
suae gratiati praesto esse velit, quo i a omnia 
Btatuere po&iimus, quae ad mniorem Ecclesiae 
suae sunctae utilitatem quovis motlo perti- 
nent. Fenrentissimis igitur ad Deum lumi- 
num Patrem in bumUitate cordis No&tri 
dies noctesque fusis precibus boc Concilium 
omnino cogendum esse ccnsuimus. 

Quamobrem Dei ipsius omiiipotentid 
Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Saneti, ac bea- 
tonim eius Apostolorum Petri et Pauli aucto- 
ritate, qua Nos ouoque in terris fungimur, 
fr<*ti et innixi, de Venerabilium Fratrum 
Nodtronim S. K. K. Canlinaliain c<Ml^ilin et 
asseiisu, sacrum Oicumeuicum vt Generalu 
Concilium in hac alma Urbc Nostra Roma 
futuro anno milleiiiino octingcntedimo sexa- 
gesimo nouo, in Basilica Vaticana babendum, 
ac dieoctava mensis Deccmbris Immaculatae 
Deiparue Virginis Miuiae Conceptioui sarra 
inci])ien(1um, prosequendum, ac Domino 
adiuvante, ad ipsius gloriain, ad uuiversi 
Cbribtiani populi salutem absolvenduni. et 
perficiendum biace Litteris indicimud, an- 
nuntiamus, oonvocamus et statuimus. Ac 
proiiide volumus. iubemus, omnos ex omnilius 
locis tarn VenerabilesFratrpsPatriarcbas, Ar- 
chiepiscopos, Kpiscopos, quam Dilectos Filios 
Abbates, omnesque alios, qiiibus iure, aut pri- 
vilegio Conciliis Genemlibiis rcsideudi, et 
sententias in eis dicendi facta est potestas, 
ad hoc Oecumenicum Concilium a Nolds 
indicium venire debere, rcquirentes, Lor- 
tantes, arlmonentes, ac nihilominus eis vi 
iurisiurandi, quod Nobis, et buic Sanctae 
Sedi praestiterunt, oc sanctae obedientiie 
virtute, et 8U»> poeiiis iure, aut consuetudinc 
in cclebratioiiibus Co'<ciliorum adversus non 
accedentes ferri, et proiKini solitis, man- 
dantes, arctequu praecipioiites, ut ipimet, 
nisi forte iusto detinoantur imptdimento, 
quod tami-n per legitimos procuralores 
Hynodo probare debebunt, Sacro buic Con- 
cilio omnino adesse, et intercsse teneantur. 

In earn autem spcm eri^^imus fore, ut 
Deus, in cuius manu sunt iu»minum C4>rda, 
Nostris vol is prop, tins annuens iuoffabili 
sua misericonliti et gratia efficiat. ut omnee 
supremi oinnium populonim Principes, et 
Modemtores pi-aesertim cithotici quotidie 
m (gis noscentes maxima bona in human .m 
societatem ex catholica Eoclesia rt dundare, 
ipsamque iirmissimum c-sse Imperiorum, Ke- 
gnr>rumque fuudumeutum, iiou bolum minime 

1 Mdtth.. cap. xviii. v. 20. 



impediant, quomiuus Yenerabiles Fnitres 
SSacrorum Antistires, aliique omnes supra 
commemorati ad hoc Concilium v«niant, 
verum etiam ipais libenter faveant, opemque 
ferant, et studiosissime, uti decet Catholicos 
Principes, iis cooperentur, quae in mniorem 
Dei gioriam, eiusdemque Coucilii bonum 
cedere quean t 

Ut vero Nostrae hae Litterae, et quae in 
eis continentur ad notitiam omnium, quorum 
oportet, perveniant, neve quid illoium ignoran- 
tiae excusationem praetondat.cimi praesertim 
etiam non ad omnes eos, quibus nominatim 
illao essent infimandae, tutus foisitan pateat 
accessus, volumus, et mandamus, ut in 
Patriarchal ibus Basilicis liateranensi, Vati- 
cana, et Libcriana, cum ibi multitude populi 
ad audiendam rem divinam congregari solita 
est, pilam clara voce per Curiae Nostrae 
cursored, aut aliquod publicos notarios le- 
gantur, lectaeque in valvis dictarum Eccle- 
siaruui, ilemque Cancelleriae Apostolicae 
portis, et Campi Florae solito loco, et in 
aliis consuetis locis affigantur, ubi ad lec- 
tionem et notitiam cunctorum aliquandiu 
expositae pendeant, cunique inde amove- 
buntur, earum nihilominus exempla in 
eiusdcm locis remaneant aftixa. Nos enim 
|)er laiiusmodi lectionem, publicationem, 
iiffixionemque, omnes, et quoscumoue, quos 
praedictaeNostiae Litterae comprehend unt, 
)K)8t spatium duorum meubium a die Litte- 
rarum publicationis et affixionis ita volumus 
obligatos esse et adstrictos, ao si ipsismet 
illuo Coram Icctae et intimatae tssent, tran- 
sumptis quidem earum quae manu publici 
nutari scripfa, aut subsoripta, et sigillo per- 
sunae alicuius Ecidesiadticae in dignitate con- 
stitutae muiiita fuerint, ut fides cei ta, et indu- 
bitati habeatur, mandamus ac decemimus. 

NuUi ergo omnino hominum licetit banc 
paginam Nostrae indictionis, annuntlatiouis. 
convocationis, statuti, decreti, mandati, prae- 
cepti, et obsecrationis infringere, vel ei ausu 
temerario oontrairo. Si quia autem hoc 
atteutare praesumpscrit, indignationem Om- 
nipotontis Dei. ac Beatorum Peiri et Puuli 
Apostolorum eius so noverlt incursurum. 

Datum Bomae apud Sanctum Petnim 
Anno Inciimationis Domiaicae miilesimo 
octingentesimo sexagesimo octavo, tertio 
kalendas lulias. 

Poutificatus Nostri Anno Vicesimotertio 
»B EGO PIVS CATHOMCAE ECCLE- 
SIAE EPISCOPVS 
Loco i^ Signi 

t^ Ego Marius EpibC. Ostiensis et Veli- 
temus Card. Dtcanus Mattel Pro- 
Datarius. 

t^ V.go Constantinus Episc. Portuen. et 
S. Kufinae Curd. Patrizi. 

S 



262 



THK VATICAN COUNCIL. 



[Document II. 



»J« Ego Aloiaius Epi^jo. Pracnestinue Curd. 

Amnt S. R. E. Vice-Cancellariurj. 
)^ E<i:o Niculaus Episc. Tusculanuit Card. 

Puracciuni Olarelli a Secretis Bie- 

vium. 
»^ Ego Caiuillus Episc. AlbanuB Card. 

Di Pietro. 
»J« Ego CaroluB Aujpistus Epiac. Snbi- 

ncnsis Card. Do Ueisach. 
|J« Ego Philippus Tit. S. Laurentii in 

Lueiiia Proto-Piesb. Card. De An- 

gelis Archiep. Fifiiianus, et S. R. E. 

Cainer.irius 
»J« Ego Faibius Mnria Tit. S. Stcphaui 

in Monte Cv>elio Prt-sb. Card. 

Asquint. 
►B Ej?:o Alexander Tit. S. Susiannae Presb. 

Card. Bamabo. 
5« Ego Joseph Tit. 8. Mariae in Ara 

Caell Presb. Card. Mi lost. 
>B Ego Petrus 'lit. 8. Marci Piesb. Card. 

De Silveatri. 
|J« Ego Carolus Tit. 8. Mariae de Populo 

Presb. Card. Sacconi. 
»J« Ego Angelas Tit 88. Ancbreae et Gre- 

gorii in Monte Coelio Presb. Card. 

Quaglia. 
Iji Ego Fr. Antonius Maria Tit. SS. XII 

Apost. Presb. Card. Punebianco 

Poeuitentiarius Maiur 
»J« Ego Antoninus Tit. 88. Quatuor Coro- 

nator. Presb. Caixl. De Luca. 
»J« Ego loseph Andreas Tit. 8. Hie- 

ronymi lllyricorum Presb. Card. Biz- 

zarri. 
>^ Ego loannes Bapt Tit. 8. Callixti 

Presb. Card. Pitra. 
»J« Ego Fr. Philippus Maria Tit. 8. Xysti 

Presb. Card. Guidi Archiep. Bono- 

nioMsis. 
|J« Ego Gustavus Tit. 8. Mariie in 

Transpontina Presb. Card. d*Ho- 

henlone. 
|J« Ego Aloisius Tit 8. Laurontii in Pane 

Pcrna Presb. Card. Bilio. 
»J« Ego Lucianus Tit. 8. Pudeutianae 

Presb. Card. Bonaparte. 
^ Ego loseph Tit. 88. Marcellinl et 

Petri Presb. Card. BerarJi. 
t^ Ego Raphael Tit. 88. Crucis in Hieru- 

salem Presb. Card. Monnco. 
t^ Ego lacobus 8. Mariae in Via Lata 

Protn-Diac. Card. Anionelli. 
»J* Ego Prosper 8. Mariae 8calaris Diac. 

Card. Caterini. 
»J« Ego Theodulphus 8. Eustacl.ii Diac. 

Card. Mertel. 
»J* Ego Doinhiicus S. Mariae in Dominica 

Diae. C.iril. C^^nsolini. 
t^ Ego Ediuirdus 8S. Viti et Modcsti Diac. 

Card. Borr«imeo. 



f^Ji F'go Hannibal 8. Mariae in Aquiro 
Diac. Card. Capalti. 

M. Card. Mattei, Pro-Datarius. 
N. Card. Paracciani CLAKELhi. 

Loco-\-Plumhi 
Beg. in Secretaria Brevtum. 
Visa de Curia D. Jiruii 
L Cugnioniw. 
(Dalla Civilta Cattolva, 
18 luglio 1868.) 



DOCUMENT II. 

CORRISPONDKNZA DI FrANCIA. 

5. Per cio die riguarda la parte dom- 
matica, gik dissi die i cattolici des deit-reb- 
bero che il fnturo Concilio Ecumenioo pro- 
mulgasse le dottrine del Syllabus. Potrebbo 
darsi clie il Concilio, enunciando con for- 
mole afiermative e eol nccessario svolgi- 
mento le proposizioni stanziate nel Syllabus^ 
sotto forma negativa, facesse cr»mpiutaniente 
sparire il malinteso che su-siste non solo 
nelle sfere del potere, ma ben aneo in un 
gran nuraero d' intelligenze per altro colte, 
ma non intendenti di stile teologico. Cheoch^ 
ne sia, coll* andar del tempo i pregiudizii 
si diU'gueranno, gli occhi si aTVezzeranno 
alia luce, e la veritk, essendo Immortale, 
trionferk colle sole sue forze. 

I cattolici riceveranno con gioia la pro- 
clamazione del future Concilio sull' infalli- 
bilitk dommatica del 8ommo Pontetice. Essa 
riuscirebbo indirettamente ad annullare la 
famigerata Dichiarazione del 1G82, scnza cho 
fosse necessaria una speciale discussione di 
quei malaugurati quattro articoli, che fu- 
rono per si gran tempo Tanima del Galli- 
canismo. Nessuno pero si dissimula die il 
Sommo Pontefice, per un sentimento di au- 
gusta riserbatezza, non voglia da per a^ 
prendere V iniziativa d* una proposizione, che 
sembra riferrisi a lui direttamentc. Ma si 
ppera cho la manifestazione unanime dello 
8pirito 8anto per la bocca dei Padri del 
future Concilio Ecumenico la dennira per 
acclamazione. 

Finalmente un gran numero di cattolici 
emettono il veto che il future Concilio 
chiuila il ciclo degli omaggi resi dalla 
Chiesa alia Vereine Immacolata, promul- 
gando il dogma della gloriosa Assunzione di 
lei. 

8iffatti sono i voti in cio che riguarda il 
dogiiia. I bisogni della Chiesa di Fnincia, 
in cio cho spctta alia discipliua, sono multe- 
plici ed esigono spiegazioni pih estese, che 
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io prendo la Iibert2i di rimettere ad una 
prossixna oorrispondenza. 

— E altroTe : 

II presentixneuto delle traycrsle politiche, 
ohe fone potrebbero nascere, nell' aiiimo di 
molti si oombina oon una non so quale oon- 
fidenza di un esito fortunato. BiBogiia 
altreisl awertire, oome una nota caraiteris- 
tica, la perbuasione quad direi universale, 
('he trovajni nella piu partu dei cuttolici. 
hWi eredono cbe il futuro Concilio aaA 
molto breve, o che rassomiglieiit aotto qucsto 
rispetto a quello di Calce. Ionia. Qucbta 
idea non precede soltauto dalle ditticultlt 
sentite di tcner*) ora lungii a8»einblea; ma 
rampolla anzi tutto dal sentimento che i 
Vescovi di tutto il mondo si troveranno d' 
acoordo nelle question! principal i, in guisa 
cbe la minority, per quanto clotjucnte csser 
po8.-a, non potrk durarla in una lun^a oppo- 
sizioiie. Ii'inalmente non potrebbero non 
Tedersi Benza un certo 8tup>re delle lotte 
prolungate di opinoini e di dlBcorsi nel seno 
del futuro Concilio. 

(Dalla Civilta Catiolica, 6 febbraio 1869.) 



DOCUMENT III. 

Pastorale oollettita dei Vescovi 
tkde8chi bluniti a fulda. 

Anehe quest' anno noi Vescovi tedeschi, 
ncllo spirito di Gesii Cristo e della sua santa 
Chiesa, che anzitutto h Hpirito di nnitk e di 
comunione, ci siamo uniti a FuUla predso al 
sepolcro di Siin Bonifacio, in fratema con- 
fereiiza. Scope di queste ndunanze non ^ 
gi^ quelle di emanare deciuioni obbligatorie 
in materio ccclesiastiche, il che secondo le 
leggi della Chiesa pu6 farsi soltanto nelle 
assemblee ccclesiastiche propriamente tali e 
ti'nute nella dovuta forma (nei Siuodi o 
Concilii): ma esse banno unicnmente per 
iscopo di renderci, mtdiunte vicendevoli 
coUoqni, pib atti ad adempicre nel modo 
migliore if nostro sacro ministero, e di colti- 
vare fra noi quell' uuione e caritk, che h la 
madre e nutrioo di ogni bj-nc. 

Naturalmente in tiucst' anno un oggetto 
principale della no>tra oonfercnzu fu di pi-e- 
pararci al Concilio Ecumeni«), al quale il 
nostro Santo Padre Plo IX ba convocato 
tutti i Vescovi dt-lla terra. 

A qnesto riguardo noi abbiamo giudicato 
cosa buona e salutare, prima di separarci, di 
rivtil^^ere in oomniie ai noslri amati dio- 
ccsani, ecclcsiflstici e secolari, alcune brevi 
purole. 

Allorchl! crasi fatia certa lu eonvocazionc 



di un Concilio Ecumenico, per una parte gli 
animi dei fedeli furono rierapiti da pia 
aspettazione e lieta speranza, e migliaia di 
essi tengono rivolti con fi^liale fiducia i loro 
sguardi a Roma. Non qua^^i fosse il Concilio 
un mezzo magico per toglicre da noi og^i 
male e pericolo, e per mutare d' un tratto la 
faccia della terra, ma perch^ secondo la 
costituzione data da Cristo nella sua divina 
sapienza alia Chiesa, V unione dei sucoessori 
degli Apostoli intorno al succes^ora di San 
Pietro, in un Concilio Ecumenico, 6 il mezzo 
principale per mettere in piu ehiara luce la 
veritk salutare del Cristianesimo, e per intro- 
durre nella vila piii etfirnicemente la sua 
santa legge. Cio che il santo ponteflce 
Giegorio Magno dice si belLtmente, che nel 
oorso dt* i tempi le porte della divina veritk 
e sapienza si aprono sempre di pih alia 
cristinnitk, questo si effettua nel modo pih 
grandiose mediante i Concilii Ecumenioi. 
Dair essere poi l.i dottrina di Cristo esatta- 
mente cono:»ciuta e la sua legge piu univer- 
salmente osservnta dipende senza dubbio, 
come Tetemo, ooei pure il vero benesaero 
tempornle dell' iimanitk Percio i figli fedeli 
della (/biena banno salutiito in ogni tempo i 
Concilii Ecumenici con gpoia e oon santa 
fiducia. Egli e nostro sacro dovere di 
nutrire in noi ste^si e di diffondere negli 
nltri ontali sentimenti anche riguardo all* 
imminente Concilio. 

Tuttavia non possiamo di8>imularci, ohe 
d' altra parte persino da membri fcrvoioei e 
fedeli della Chiesa si nutrono timori, atti a 
scemare la fiducia. Si aggiun<;e cbe dugli 
avversari della Chiesa vengonomosse accuse, 
le quali non hanno nltro scope, che di susci- 
tare vastamente la diflHdenza e V awersione 
contro il Concilio, e di risvegliare persino il 
sospetto dei Govemi. Cosi si sen tone dello 
voci cbe il Concilio possa e voglia promul- 
gare nuovi dogmi ai fede, i quali non bi 
eontengono nella rivelazione di Die e nella 
tradizione della Chiesa, e che esso possa e 
iiitcnda stabilire dei principii che, pn^gin- 
diHevoli agli interessi del Cristianesimo e 
della Chi( Sfl, sieno incomwittbili coUe giuaie 
pretest dello State, oolta eivilta e coUa 
sciema, come pure coUa legitima liberia e 
roUa protperith temporale dei popoli. Si va 
ancor piii innanzi; si ticcusa il Santo Padre 
che egli, 8r>tio 1' influsso di un partite, voglia 
puramente usare del Concilio come di un 
mezzo piT accrescere smodat..meiitu il potero 
della Sede Apostolica, per cambiare 1' antica 
e vera costituzione dtrlla Chic^sa, per ista- 
bilire una signorla spiritnale inoompatibile 
oolla cristiana lit>erta. Non si ha roHsoro 
di designaro il C«ii)o supremo della Chiesa e 
ri<}pisfopato con nomi di faziono, ohe noi 
8 2 
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finqui eravunio usi di sentire solameiitc dalla 
boooa dei piii dichiarati neniici della Chiesa. 
Quindi non si ha alcuD riguardo di far 
eentire il soepetto, che non sara roncewa at 
Vescovi la piena liberta di d/'gcuMione, e elm 
mancheiii anche sgli stessi Vescoyi Li neces- 
saria oognizione e il nccesbario coraggio 
per adempiere il loro dovere iiel CoDcilio, e 
in conseguenza di ci5 si pone persino in 
anestione la validitk stessa del Concilio e 
aelle sue decisioni. 

Da qualuiique parte provengano qu('8ti c 
Bimili discorsi, esa\ non sono certameuto 
dettati da fede viva, da ft dele amoro alln 
Chiesa, da un' incrtillabile fiducia in queir 
aiuti), che nou mai il Signore alia sua 
Chiesa si>ttrae. Cos\ uon hanno mai pcii- 
sato i nostri padri nella fede, non mai i Sitnti 
di Dio; ci6, amati diocedani, h coiitrario 
Benza dubbio anche al vostro intiii:o convin- 
cimento cristiano. Non pertanto uoi voglia- 
mo anche csplicltamente esortarvi a non 
Ti lasciar sedurre dn tali disoorsi, a non 
Tacillare per cagloue di escii nella vostra fede 
e nella vostra speranza. — Giammai un Con- 
cilio Ecumenico pronunciera ne pud pronun- 
eiare una nuova dottrina, che non sia con- 
tenuta neWi Sacra Scrittura o nella Tradi- 
zione Apostolica ; oome in gcnerale la Chii sa, 
quandu pronuncia in cose di fede, non pro- 
roulga nuove dottrine, ma mette Tantica e 
originaria veritk in cbiara luce e la difende 
oontro nuovi crrori. 

Giammai un Concilio Ecumenico pub pro- 
mulgare e promulgherk dottrine, te quali 
Bono in con traddi zione ctA principii della 
giustiz'a, col diriito dello Stato e delle sue 
autoritii, colla moralitk e ooi veri interessi 
della scienza, o colla legitfma libertk e col 
bonesscre dei popoli. In gcnerale il Con- 
cilio non istabUirii nuovi ])rincipii, nii altri 
da quelli, ci.e sono seritti dalla fede e dulla 
coscienza nel cuore di tutti voi, che furono 
Bacri ai popoli cristiani di tutti i secoli, e sui 
quali ora e seniprc riposa la prosperity degli 
Stati, r autoritk dei superiori, la libertk dti 
popoli, e che cot^tituiscono la base di ogui 
vera scienza e nioralitk. — E perche possiamo 
noi fare questa dichiarazione con tale pre- 
cisione e ndanza ? Perche noi si tmo acoer- 
tati dalla fede, che Gesh Cristo fe colla sua 
Chiesa tutti i di sine alia lino del mondo, 
che lo Spirito Santo non la abbandona mai, 
e le ricorda ogni cosa e la introduce in ogni 
veritk, per modo che essa h e rimune la co- 
lonna e il sost: gno della voritli, cui le stes^e 

Sorte duir inferno non possono aspugnare; 
nalmente perchfe noi crediamo e sappiamo 
che, quando i successori di Pit tro e degli 
Apostoli, 11 Papae i Vescovi, adunatl legitti- 
mamente in un Concilio Ecumenico, fanuo 



delle decisioni in cose della fede e della 
hgge morale, sono assicurati contro og^i 
errore della provvidenza e assistenza divina. 

A quclla nianiera, che Cristo h il mede- 
simo ieri e oggi e in eterno, e la sua parola 
dura sempre, quand' anche passino cielo e 
terra; cosi anche la sua Chiesa rinmne la 
stessa in ogni tempo, e la veritk di Cristo 
rimane in lei perpetua e immutabile. Ancho 
il solo temere che un Concilio Ecumenioo 
nelle sue decisioni dottrinali possa errare 
contro la veritk della Tradizitme, che esso 
possa in alcun modo altera re nella sua 
essenzH la costituzione della Chiesa stabilita 
da Dio, 6 un disconoeoere la virth delle 
divine promesse fatte alia santa Chiesa, e 
Tetlicacia dell' aiuto della divina grazia. 
Fguulmente nessuno ha ragione di temere^ ehs 
il Concilio Ecumenico prenda inronsiderata- 
menle e con precipitazione delle ritolueioni, le 
qucdi senza necesHta si oppongano ai vigenti 
rapporti e ai hisogni della preaente eta, op- 
pure die essOj seguendo ilfanatismo di umani 
pensamentif vogVa irapiantare nelV eta pre^ 
senfe costumi e istituzioni di tempi trascorsi. 
E come si pu5 anche solo mgionevolmento 
temere una tal cosa da un'adunanza dei 
Vescovi di tutto il mondo cattolico, i quali 
foruiti delle pih ricche esperienze della vita, 
famiuliari alle oondizioni dei piii svariati 
paesi, a;;gravati dalla responsabilitk della 
piiL santa missione, dal Capo supremo della 
Ciiiesa, venj^ono adunati principalmente alio 
scope, per deliberare con /wi, in quale modo 
migliore le eteme veritk della religiono 
debbansi attuare nella presente etk, e come 
il beneficiu del Cristianesimo si po;?sa me^lio 
conservare e trasmettere alio pi*esenti e 
future generazioni ? 

Egii fe con si poco fondamento e con s\ 
poca giustizia che si temerebbe di veder 
attentare alia libertk delle deliberazioni del 
Concilio. Quanto poco colore che ci6 pen- 
sano, conoseono i sentimenti del Papa, i 
sentimcnti dei Vescovi e il modo di pro- 
cedere della Chiesa! Noi sappiamo nel 
modo pill certo che h volere formale e di- 
chiarato del Santo Padre di non mettere al- 
cun ost leolo alia libertk e alia durata delle 
d« liberazioni, e cio ^ nella natura stessa delle 
cose. Infatti in un Concilio della Chiesa i 
varii {^nrtiti non combnttono con tutte le 
nrti dell* eloquenza per ottenere la vittoria ; 
i divers! membri dell' Asscmblea non cer- 
cano di vincerla sui loro awersarii ooU* 
acquisto di una maggioranza favorevole alle 
Inro opinion!. A malgrado delle difierenze 
di sentire, tutti sono anticipatamente d* ac- 
cordo sui principii della fede, e non ten- 
dono che na uno scopo, che h la salute delle 
anime e il bene del Cristianesimo. Ijo dis- 
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cussioni non ha'mo dunqae per oggo!todi 
viiiccre on avveraario o di far trionfure un 
interotise particolare : nou bi dLjCiite se uo:i 
per faro risploudere la vcritk sotto ogiii buo 
aspetto e per non decider nulla prima di 
avor risolto tutte le difficultii e chiarito tutto 
ci5 ohe h oscuro. In ciu die rigunrda Hoprat- 
tntto le eteme Tfritk dulia fede, 11 Concilio 
non decider^ nulla prima di aver esuuriti 
tiitti i mezzi della acienza e delle piii 
mature delibenizioni. 

£ ehe direm noi a proposito degl* indcgni 
sospetti che 8upfK)ngono che i Yescovi 
potrebbero per considerazioni umane ri- 
uunciare ncl Concilio nlla libertk dclla pa- 
rola, che ^ uno del loro obMighi? Noi 
ricord mdoci del comaiulo del nostro Maes- 
tro noil risi)onderemo <*on ingiurie a coloro 
che o'insultano, e oi contenteremo di dire 
fiemplicemente e lealmeute : Quundo i Veti- 
covi della Chiesa Cattolica saranno riuniii 
in Concilio Ecumenico, non dimcnticlicranno 
mai t7|>tii tanto d*-t loro duveri^ il d*W€re di 
rendere testimonianza alia veritit : si nmi- 
nienteniuno di quelle parole deir Apostolu : 
Chi vuol piacere ngli uotnini, non e serco di 
Cristo; ricordandosi del oonto che di»vraniio 
rendere quanto prima dinanzi nl tribunal e 
di Dio, penscranno ch' essi non hanno altm 
regola da se^^uire olie quolla della loro 
ooBcienza. 

Nun abbiam creduto the fosse indtgno di 
noi il difendere V Epidcopato Cattolico e il 
Conuilio Ecumenico contro questi tiidti sos- 
petti; noi 8si))piamo che lo btesso Apoatolo 
dei Gentili mm ha disdegiiato, neir interet<80 
deir Apjtttolioo buo miuistero e del suo 
amnre per le anime o per la Chicna, d* re;i- 
pingerne in tal modo le accuse piii insiis- 
bistenti. 

Ma <]uando si giunge persino ad incrimi- 
nare ed oltraggiare le intenzioui dtl Santo 
Padre e la iSanta Sede Apostolica stesba, 
dimenticaiido completamonte il rispettn c 
r atfetto che dobbiamo alia Chiesa ed al suo 
capo, quiindo lo si rappresenta lui die 
Cristo na oostituito pastore di tutti e di cui 
fere la pitiru sulla quale riposa tutta la 
Chiesn, come un partito e come lo btruuiento 
d'un partito; qunn^lo gli si attribuiscono 
progetti di dominazione ed ambizio^i, &»(>- 
lutamente come ooloro che davanti Ponzio 
Pi hi to a:-cut>arono nitre volte Cristo, il fon- 
datore della Chiesa, di easere un ribelle o 
di ammutinare il popolo, le parole ci man- 
cano per eSbrimere il nostro dolore ndi* 
udire siiuili discorai, e per dichiararci contro 
lo spirito, <la cui souo inspirati. 

Nulla c tanto contrario cd e^invnco nil' 
cssonza della Chiesa Cattolica quanto lo 
r<pirito di iwirtito. 11 divin Salvatore wl i 



suoi Ap Nitoli uon bnnno condannato nulla 
piu energieamente della scissione e della 
divisione in partiti, ed ^ precisaniente per 
impedire ogni fatto di queato genere e con- 
serrare Tunitii degli animi mediante il 
legame della pace, che Cristo ha soelto fra 
tutti gli Apostoli uno solo per fare di lui il 
centre dell* unita ed il pustore supremo, 
sottoporre tutti alPautoritk patenia ai quel 
pnstore cd uaire a lui tutti i vt-scovi, preti o 
fe leli d'-l mondo intero col legame indL»o- 
lubile deli' obbedieiiza, foudata suUu fedo e 
8ull* amore. 

t2 vero che la Chiesa si compone di una 
inimcnsa <^uantitk di caratteri nazionali ed 
individu ill. Essa abbraccia le associazioni, 
corporuzioni e manifostazioni piii diverse 
della vita ri>ligio«ta; essa t 'llera e proteg:ge 
persino la varietk delle dottrine teoriohe e 
pratlehe; mu non toUeia ed approva mai i 
partiti, ed essa stessa non ^ mai un partito. 
Per un ciiore cattolico, fincli^ la sua rede ed 
il suo amore non souo OdCuruti dalle pasaioni, 
h iniposdibile che sotto il rapporto religioso 
ed ccclcstAstico sia mai penetrate dallo 
spirito di parte, poich^ la sua fede lo induce 
a subordinare con umiltk, amore e flducia 
illimitata, il sua proprio giudizio e pih 
nncora i suoi iuteressi e le suo passioni alia 
Sede suprema, di cui Cristo c* impose di 
asooltare gl' inseg^amenti ed alia quale ri 
applica etemameute la sua parola : *' Chi vi 
ascolta, mi ascolta." 

Al prossimo Concilio Ecumenico, qnesta 
Sede Buprema ed infiillibile della Chiesa 
parlcrk a tutti, o piuttosto sark Cristo ed il 
suo Spirito Santo, che parleranno mediante 
r organo di quella Sede, e tutti gli uomini 
di buona volontk, tutti ooloro ohe amano 
Iddio, udiranno la voce di Cristo : *' \& voce 
della veritit, della ginstizui, della pace di 
Cribto." 

Come Pietro e i suolApostoli non avevano 
che una sola e stessa opinioue al primo Con- 
cilio di (>eru:ialemme, e non parlavano che 
una sola lingua, cosi pure non vi sark oggidi 
che una sola opinione ed una sola lingua^ 
sark riveluto a tutto il mundociie, come nella 
prima comunita cristiana, anche oggidi tutti 
gli aderunti dclla Chii-sa Cattolica non 
lianno che un cuore ed un' anima sola. 

k da qiiestii fi'Ute dell* unitk ohe deriva 
nella Chiesa tutto ciu che v' ha di grande, dl 
buono e di salutare; vi si riferiscono tutti 
ivantag^i del Cristianosimo e soltanto me- 
diante quebta unita noi partecipiamo alia 
luoe ed alia vita di Cristo. Percio Cristo 
nella sua preghiera dope la Cena implore 
(lal suo Padre Celeste i benetizi di questa 
unita, i)oich^ i benetizi di (|ue8ta unita com- 
prcn lono tutti gli altri bcni di salute*, la 
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fode, r umore, la forza, la pace e tuttc le 
bene<lizioui. 

AU'opposto, dalia sciBsiono e dalla soces- 
Bione sono sorti i inali peg^iori, da oui siano 
mai stati afflitti il Cristiane^iiDO ed il niondo, 
mentre che al contrario la salvezza dipende 
dalla oonciliazione e dal ristabilimento dell* 
unitk. 

So, air cpoca nostra, oome dobbiamo rico- 
noBcorlo, grazie al Cielo, molti inuli di pas- 
sati tempi nefasti furono guariti ; se la vita 
t'oclesiautica e religioaa ha guadagnato forza, 
malgiado tutto lo circostanze fifavorevoli, e 
&e h Htato fatto molio bene per la salute dolle 
anime e la consolazione del poveri e di co- 
loro che soffrono ; se il coraggio dcUa fcde e 
r amore per la Chiesa souo divenuti pili fiirti 
in tutti gli ecdesiastioi ed i laid ; se in tutto 
runiverso il regno di Dio crescp crm novello 
▼igore 6 porta frutti ; se anche tutti gli 
attacchi oontro la Cbiosa o tutt' i suoi pati- 
menti non si riyolgono chu a suo vantasrgio, 
noi non dubitiamo che cio non sia sopntttutto 
il rLiultato di quelP arroonia intima e di 
quella unith di sentimtnto che, se ai cccct- 
tuano aloune tristi ed iubigniflcanti pertur- 
bazioni, regna in tutto il mondo cattolico. 

Non h vana iattanza, ma rcndere omnggio 
ad una Teri& evidente dire che tutti i Vescovi 
del mondo cattolico sono uniti fra loro e colia 
Sede Apostolica nella piii perfetta unita, o 
che il clero ed il popolo sono pure d' aocordo 
coi loro Vesoovi ; h oos\ che V unioue pih 
oordiale esiste gencralmente fra i varii servi 
della Chi»*sa e che i cattolici di tutte le na- 
zioni si sentono pure d'accordo ed uniti nella 
fede e neir amore per la Chiesa ; le calamitk 
e le burrascbe dei tempi non fecero che oon- 
solidare questa unitk e specialmcnte 1' affet- 
tuosa cooporazione di tutte le nazioni a pro- 
teggere il Santo Padre, gravemente minac- 
oiato, ha stretto semprc piii i legami di 
questa unit^ 

Nelio spirito di questa unitk, come in- 
viati da Cristo, in iiumo di Cristo c por il 
Suo Cunre, noi conMigliamo, preghiamo o 
Boongiuriamo tutti e particolarmente i uostri 
fratelli nel sacerdozio e noi santo ministero 
dell* insegnamento, di mantenere e svilup- 
pare questa perfetta coiicordia, secondo la 
loro poeizioiie, coUe parole, gli scritti o 
1* osempio, facendo spariro oompletamoiito 
tutti i conflitti che potrcbbero essero 
avvenuti precedenteinonte da una parte o 
dall' altra, ed astenendosi da tutto ci6 che 
potrebbe fcorvire di alimento alia discordia 
e risTogliare le pas«ioni umane. 

Fra brevo noi lasoeremo per lungo tempo 
le nostrc dioccsi, ed i nostri cuori sono 
graudemente couiniossi, allorcliti ponsiamo 
ai gravi periooli deir eta presente. In con< 



scgucnza abbiamo deciso ed ordiiiato cbc 
siano indirizzate preghiere durante tre 
giorni al Sacro Ouore di Gesu, iiioomin- 
oiaudo dair 8 dicenibre di quest* anno in 
tutte le parrocchie dello uostro dioceai. 
Noi d riserbiamo di piendero ulteriori du*- 
posizioni intorno u quest(i pre;;hiore. 

La grazia e la paio di Gesli Cristo, I'iu- 
terceasiono della Santi&sima Vergiue o di 
tutti i SHnti, sia e rimanga con voi tutti. 
Fatto a Fulda, il 6 scttembre 1800. 
»J< Paolo, Arc.'vesroro di Colonia. 
|J< Gregobio, Arciv, di Monaco e di 

Frisinga. 
»J« Enricx), Principe Vesoovo di Bres- 

lavia, 
Kp G. Antonio, Vesoovo di Wurzfforgo, 
»J« Cqistofobo Fiorenzo, Veseoco di 

Fulda, 
»J< GuGLiELMO Em., Vesrovo di Ma- 

goma. 
»J< EnoAiux) GiACuMO, Vescovo rf' IlUdes- 

heim. 
»J< LriGi, Vescovo di Leonfopoli in p. i. 

Vieario Apostolico di oassonia. 
>J« CounADO, Vescoco di Paderbana. 
A Pancbazio, Vescoco di Augtborgo. 
i+i Mattia, Vescovo di Treveri. 
»J« NicoLb, Vescoro d^Alicamasso p. i. 
Vieario Apostolico di Lussem- 
burgo, 
»J< Gio. Enbicjo, Vescovo d^Osnabntch e 
Provicario delle Missioni tetten- 
trionali tedesche e danesi. 
»J< Francesco Leoioux), Vescovo di 

Eithstaedt. 
»J< Lota RIO, Vescovo di Leuca in p. i. c 
Vic. cap. deW Arcidiocesi di Fri- 
burgo. 
►J* FiLiPPO, Vescovo di Ermeland. 
K ^ Gio. Nepomuckno, Vescovo di Culm, 
h H NicoLo, Vescovo di Spira. 
^ Carlo Giuseppe, Vescovo eletto di 
BoUeubourg. 

(Dalla Bivista Vnicersale, ottobre 1869, 
fasc. 84, vol. X.) 



DOCUMENT IV. 

Lettera di Pajorb Giaointo. 
Au B. P. Genirdl des Carmes dechauss^. 

MON TRjjS-RfeV. P&RE, 

Depuid cinq anuees que dure mon minis- 
tbre a Notre-Dame do Paris, ct malj^re les 
attaques ouvertes et les delations lichees 
dont j*ai ete' I'objot, vutre estimc <>t votro 
oonfiaiice no m*out pas fait un soul iustant 
d^fuut. J cu cuutti-rvc dc uombiuux te'moi- 
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gDngcs ^rits tie Totre main, ct qui s'adressent 
i mcs pr^oatioMS autant qu'k ma personne. 
Quoi qu*il arrive, j'en garacrai un Bouvenir 
reconnniBsaiit. 

Aujourd'hui ocpendant, par nn brusque 
changemcnt dont je no ohercho pas la Ciiuse 
dans votre cobut, mais (land lea menses d'un 
parti tout-puiasant k Home, Tons aociiKez ce 
que vous encouragiez, voiis bl&mes co (|ue 
V0U3 approuvicz, et vous exigcz que je j»arle 
un lungago, ou quo je garde un silence qui 
DO seraieni plus rcutiere ct loyale expres- 
sion de ma conscience. 

Jo n'heslte pas un instant Avec uno 
parole fausq^e par un mot d'ordre ou mutile'e 
par di'S rdtloenccH je no saurais romonter siir 
la chaire de Notre-Dame. J*en exprime 
mos regrets k rint<41igent et couraj^eux 
archevdiiue qui me Ta ouvertc, et m'y a 
maiiitenu centre lo mauvais voulair des 
bommes dont je ixarlais tout-k-llicure. J'en 
cxpriine mes regri ts k Fiinposant auditoire 
qui m*y environ unit de Bon attention, de 
ses sympathies, j*allai8 presque diro de son 
amitie. Je nc serais digne de I'auditoire, ni 
de Tevfique, ni do ma conscience, ni de Ditu, 
si je pouvaiji consentir k jouer devant eux un 
pareil role. 

Je mMioigne en mdme temps du convent 
quoj'habiti', ct qui, dans les circonstiinces 
nouvellcs qui me sont faites, so change pour 
moi en une prison do T&nio. En ngissant 
ainsi je no suis point infidele k mes voeux : 
i'ai prorois rob^is&ance monnstique, mais 
dans les limitt^s de Fhonn^tot^ do ma con- 
scienee, de la dignity de ma personnc ct de 
mon minidt^re. Je Tai promise sous le 
benefice de cette loi supeiiture de justice et 
do royale libertS qui est, selon I'apotro Faint 
Jacques, la loi propre du chretieii. 

C est la pratique la plus parfaite de ectto 
liberty sainte aue je suis veuu demander au 
cloltre, voici plus de dix anndes, dans Telan 
d'un cnthou^iasme pur de tout calcul hu- 
main, je n'ose pas njouter de^ag<5 de toute 
illusion do jeunesse. 8i on echange de mes 
sacrifices on m'offre aujourl'Lui des chalncB, 
jo n'ai pas seulement le droit, j'ui le devoir 
de les rejeter. 

L'lioure prcsentc est sol* nnelle. I/Sglifco 
traverse une des crises les plus violentes, les 
plus obscures et Its plus decisives de son 
existenee iri-bas. Pour la premiere fois 
depuis trois cents ans, un Concile (Ecu- 
mcnique est non-seuloment convoque, mais 
declare' noi-essairo: ce sont les expressions 
du Suint-Ptire. Ce n'es' pM dans un pan-il 
moment qu'un preMicateur de I'Svangile, 
fdt-il le dernier do tons, pent consentir k se 
taire, cumnio cos chiens muets d'Israel, 
gardicns iniidMos, k (|ui Ic propbete rcprOv ho 



do ne pouvoir point aboyer : Cane$ miUi non 
rcdentes latrare, 

L<'S saints ne se sont jamais tus. Je ne 
suis pas Tun d'eux, mais tontefois je me sent 
de leur raco, jUii »anctorum 8umu$, et j*ai 
toujoura ambitionnd de mettro mes pas, mes 
larmes, et sMl le fullait, mon feang dans les 
traces oil ils out laife-sd les lours. 

J'e'lfevo done devant le Saint-P^re et de- 
vant le Concile ma protestation de cbr^tien 
et de prdtre cuntre ces doctrines et cos 
pratiques, qui se nomment romaines, mais 
no sont pas chretiennes, et qui daus lours 
envahissements toujours plus audacieux ct 
plus funa>4tes, tendent k ihang< r la constitu- 
tion de rSglise, le fond eomme la forme de 
son enseigiiemont, ct jusquli Tesprit de sa 
1 ie'te'. Je proteste contre le divorce impie 
autant qu'lntyonse qu'o:i s'efforce d'accom- 
plir cntre 1 figltsc, qui t st notre m^ro selon 
I'^ternite, et la socidte du dix-neuvibmo 
»i^rle, dont nous sommes 1> s fils selon le 
temps, et euv« rs qui nous avons aussi des 
tlcvoirs et des tcndresses. 

Jo proteste contre cette opposition plus 
nulicnle et ) lus effmyante encore avec la 
nature humaine atteinte et revolts par res 
faux docteurd dans ses aspirations les plus 
indestructibles et les plus saintes. Je pro- 
teste pnr-dcssus tout onntre la perversion 
Siicril6ge de TSvangile du Fils de Dieu lui- 
m^me, dont Tesprit et la lettre sont egalo- 
meut foules aux pieds par le pbarisaisme de 
la loi uou voile. 

Ma conviction la plus profonde est que si 
la France on particulier et les races latinea 
en ^'dneral, sont livrees k Tanarcbie sociale, 
morale et religieuse, la cause principale en 
est non pas sans doute dans lo catholicisme 
lui-mdmo, mais dans la manilire dont lo 
catholicisme est depuis longtemps compris 
ct pratiqu^. 

J*en appelle au Co:^cile qui va se re'unir 
pour chercher des remcdes i Texceis de nos 
maux, et pour les appliquer avec autant de 
force que de douceur. Mais si des craintea 
que jo ne veux point partager vtnaient k se 
realisor, si Tauguste a^semblee n*avait pas 
plus do liberte dans bes delibcratiiins, qu'elle 
en a dejk dans sa preparation ; si en un mot 
elle ^tait priv^ aes carnct^res essentiels k 
un Concile Qilcum^niqut*, jo crierai* vers 
Dieu et vers les hommes pour en r<5elamer 
un autro veritablement r^uni dans lo Saint- 
Esprit, non dans re>Drit des partis, ropr^- 
seiitant reellement TEglise universclle, non 
le silence des uns, Topproi'sion des autrea. 
— '*Je souffre cruellement k cause de la 
souffrance de la fille de mon peuple; je 
pousHe des oris de douleur, et r^pouvante 
ma suisi. N'ost-il plus de bttumc k Oalaad? 
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et n*y a-t-il pins Ik tie iii^ccin ? Ponrquoi 
done D'esi-iille pis t'ermee la blessure de la 
flile lie mon peuple ? " (Ji^r^mie, viii.) 

Et enfin j'en appelle k votre tribunal, 6 
Peigiieur J^dus, Ad tuum Domine Jem tri- 
Imnal appello. Cest en votre presence que 
Jecri-* (H38 ligned ; c*»*8t k vr.8 pi« ds, npr^s 
avoir benncoup pri^, b auooup r^fleelii, beau- 
coup Boiiffert beauooup attendu ; cN-st h vne 
pieud que je lea eigne. JVn ai la conflance : 
h! les hommes les condamnent bur la terre, 
vouH led approuverez dans le ciel. Cela me 
suffit pour vivre et pour mourir. 

PariS'Pasgy, U 20 »eptembre 1869. 
Fr. HTACiyruE, 

Sup^rleur des Cannes decbausMH d • Riris, denxlerae 
d^flnlUrur de I'Ordre d«iu k province d' Avignon. 

(Dai Gionmli contemporanei, come dall* 
Ilalie, n* 28, sett. 186i>.) 



DOCUMENT V. 

LmTRB Pastorals de Monseigneub l'Ab- 

CHEV^QUB DE PaBIS SUB LE PROCHAIN 
CONCILE. 

Georges Darbot. par la grftce de Dieu et 
I'auiorit^ du 8aint-Si^eo apostoliquc, arche- 
veque do Paris, grand aumouic-r de TEui- 
pcrenr. 

Au clero;^ et aux fidMes de notre dioc^e, 
salut et Wnediction en Notre - Seigneur 
J^sus-Christ. 

No8 trJis-chers Frtires, 

II y a deux ans, Ic Souverain Pontife a 
mnnifest^ aux e'v^ues i^unis k Rome autour 
de lui le vif d^«ir de convoquer, anssitot 
qu'il le pourrait, un Concile g^ii^ral pour 
rcehcrchcr avec eux les nmMos ncccs- 
sairea aux maux prints de Tfiglise. 
Quel^nes niois aprh:*, il a public la bulle 
d*indiction qui fixe Ton vert lue du Concile 
au 8 ddcembre prochain, et un pen plus tard 
il a deman<le i tous les fidi^lcs, en leur ac- 
cordant une indulgence pleniciro en forme de 
jubile, d'appcler par leurs supplications la 
lumi^'S et les grftc. s de Dieu sur les travaux 
de cette gra'ide ussemblee. Ainsi le moment 
approcho oil les evdques du monde catho- 
lique vont r^pondre k Tappel du Saiut-P^re, 
et oil vous-memes, noa tr^-chers fr^res, 
devrez vous m^ler k leur oeuvre par vos 

§ri^re8 et vos actes dc piet^. II importe 
one de vous expoeer, au moins brievcment, 
ce qui va s'accomplir. ct les motifs que vous 
avoz d*y prendre un rcligicux interer. 
Ce qui rend plausible et mondemcut 



n^eedsaire aujc»urd*hui la tenue d'un Concile, 
c'cfet I'etat general du monde ; co qui I'aa- 
toriso, c'est la constitution m^me, le droit et 
lo devoir de I'Sglifie, divinement Stabile 
pour veiller au salut des kme-* ; ce qui per- 
met d*y rattacher de solidea et consolantes 
espdrances, c*est uvcc lea dispositions de 
Tepisiopat la be'neMiction dVn baut et Pas- 
sibtttnce promise du 8;iint-R>»prit. 

L'e'tat g^B^ral du monde est tel qu'il 
pr^occupe les moralist cs et lea p litiquea 
autant que les hommes de religion. Ki4^v*e 
k dire que notre ^ie.•le, consider^ dans Pen- 
semble de sea actes, soit plus mauvaia que 
les sidles Rnte'ricurs, qu'il Kouffre de choeoe 
que le pHse^ n'aurait pas conn'uoM et qa'U 
so prc^cnte avec une plus K^inde somme 
d'ignoranccs et do perversitcs? Nous ne 
pouvona pas Padmettre : lea erreurs et lei 
crimes sont do toutcs lea ^poquea ; le libre 
aibitio «le la creature a sea de'f..illunco8 et 
aea eniportementa inevitables, et rinipaifuito 
humaniid marohe vera aon but et aocomplit 
sa destine, en traversant des vicissitudes 
pleinesde grandeurs et de mirbres qui re- 
commenceut touioiurs et ne se ressemblent 
jamais. Elle cherclie, sans parvenir k le 
i^iser p:irfaitement ui pour longtempa, 
r^tiuilibre des ^^ments dont se compose le 
monde: autoritc et liberty, droit et devoir, 
int<^r6t et conscience, Stat et Sglise. Ce 
qu'elle ri^le se pratique mal ou ne diu« pas. 
Daus lea milieux complexes et ai variables 
oil elle ae meut avec des loreea et des 
faibleases qui restent les memos, le bien et 
le nial prennent des aspects qui se modiflent 
aana cease; ct ehaque g^u^ratitm serable 
avoir aea vertua et sea vicea prefe'rt^ Drea- 
aer le tableau comparatif de ces e'volutions 
morales, et faire la part de responsabilitc^ 
qui reviont aux divers Ages et aux diverses 
regions, eat une oeuvre oh. Ton peut difficUe- 
ment #tre 1 1 paraitre impartial, une couvre 
qui d'uilleura ici ne sersit pas k sa place. 
Tout ce que nous voulona dire, c'est que 
notre temps ne nous fait p«s peur, et que 
nous I'aimons, malgrd ses aefauts ; car il a 
dea dc'fauta, et nous n'avons point envie de 
les disaimuler. 

Personno en effet ne refuaera de reoon- 
nnitre one bien dea choaea ae passent qui 
genent ruction de Tfiglise et coraproniottent 
le salut des &mea, et qui du roate sont une 
cause de aouffrance et une menace pour la 
socie'te' civile. Les v^riti^s do la foi, Pau- 
torite des saintcs ^ritures, la divinity du 
cbristianisnie, I'existence mcme de Dieu ne 
aout-elles pas inoesaamment attaqueea par 
une critique intempe'rante, ou par ua 
aceptieisine froid et railleur, qui prennent 
la nc'gatiou puur du lu iorce et le rirc pour 
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de la hardiesde et do la raison ? Les jour- 
naux, lea livres et les diacours pnblica ue 
8ont-ils pas k toute heore dirties contro co 
qn'il y a do plus n^ssaiie et do plud sacre, 
la religion, la morale, la fietniulo et la 
Boeie't^y La liberty de parler et d*eerire 
ue va-t-elle pas jusqu'k I'extrcme licence, 
ouvrant lo chemin k la liberty de tout falro 
et de tout detHire? Car la logique n'est 
pas, autant qii*oii le croit, abseiite des chocx's 
nnmaincs. Si en effet les druits.de Dien 
8»ut CAmtestes et meoonnus, comment ceux 
de rhomme ne seraient-ils pas prdcairos et 
plus que discutables ? £t comment y 
aurRit-u des autorite^ sur la terre, si I'an- 
torit^ n'est pas dans le ciel? Mais s'il 
n'existe de droits nulle part, il n'existo point 
dc devoirs non plus; des lors le respect n*a 
rieu k fa'ru d.ins le moiide, la force seule y 
r^gne, et tout est en proie k tons. Co n'cst 
done pas seuletnent la religion qui est en 
cause, c'est au^isi Tordre public et la tran- 
quillity des Stats: les tophistes e^ment le 
Vent, et les nati^ms moissonncnt la teni- 
p^te. 

Telle est la situ;ition morale de notre 
cpoquc. Du reste, le Saint-Pfere, en y 
cherchant un reni^e, Ta decrite dans les 
termes suivantj : ** Depuis longtemps, dit-il, 
tout le mondu sait et constate quelle hor- 
rible tempete subit aujourd'liui rSglitfO, et 
de quels maux immenses souffre cUe-memo 
la soci^t^ civile. L'Sgli^ catholiquo et ^a 
doctrine salutairo, sa puis;fanoe venerable et 
la supreme autorit^ de ce Siege apostolique, 
sont attaqu^ et foulees aux pieds par des 
eimemis acham^ de Dieu et des hommes ; 
toutes les choses sacr^cs sont tou^ au 
m^pris, et les biens ecclesiastiques dila- 
pid^s; les pontifes, les hommes les plus 
v^ii^rables consacn^ au divin minist^re, lea 
peraonnages ^minenta par leura sentiments 
cathoUques sont tburment^ de toutes 
mani^res; on an^ntit les communautea 
religieuses; da livres impies de toute 
espSce et des joumaux uestilentiels sont 
r^pandus de^outes parts : les scctes les plus 
pemicieusea ae multiplient partout et sous 
toutes los formes : I'enseig^ement de la 
mallieurcuae jeunesse et<t presque partout 
retird au clcrg^, et ce qui est encore pire, 
confix en beaucoup de lieux k des maltres 
d'erreur et d*iniquite. Par suite de tons 
oes faits, pour notre dcMolation et la d^la- 
tiiiU de tons lea gens de bien, puur la perte 
des &mc8, qu'on ne pourra jamais assez 
pleurer, I'impiet^, la corruption des mceurs, 
la licence aans frein, la contagion des 
opinions j>er verses de tout genre, de tous 
les vice's ct de tous lea crimes, la violation 
des loia divines et humainea, ae aoat par- 



tout propapcees, k co point que, non-seulo- 
ment notre trca-saiute religion, maia encore 
la aociete humaine aoiit mis^rablement dana 
le trouble et la confusion." 

Cette peinture est triate, et de iels maux 
ont besoin d'etre combattus avec zele ct 
vigueur. Non pas qu'il faille se flatter d*en 
avoir enti^rement ruison, quelque effort qu*on 
fasse; mais il est pnsbible d'en arr^ter le 
de'veloppement et dVn li miter les funcstes 
consequences; d'ailleurs le role des justcs 
da- IS cette vie de luttes et d'epreuvcs, o'est 
de venir en aide a la vertu. Or, tel est pr^ 
cisement le dioit et le devoir de TlSgliao. 
Eile eat inslituee de Dieu pour ckslidrer, 
diriger et aoutenir les&mea par la predieatiou 
tie la ve'rile, par aes ri^lea du discipline et 
par reificacit^ dea sacremcnts. Cette niis- 
sion de salut, Jcsus-Clirist la confix aux 
a{i6tres ct aux ^v^uea leura sucoesscura ; ila 
la rcmplutsent depuis dix-huit siMes, veillant 
sur tout le troupeau oh le Saint- Esprit lea a 

{)laces pour gouvemer rS^iliao <lo Dieu, sous 
a commune houlette du Souverain Pontife, 
sucoeascur de Pierre, charge tie pattrc les 
agneaux et les brebis. En cona^uenoe, 
I'objet de leur travail est de ae maintenir et 
de maintenir h s fiddles dans Tunitd, qui a 
pour signe public et permanent la communion 
avec le Pape, divinement invt ati d'lme pri- 
maute d'bonneur et de juridiction s'^tendant 
k t'lute VtlgWse. 

L'oeuvre a'acoomplit dana ces conditions ; 
que les ^vcquea soient disperse ou r^uuis, 
iia iiiatruiaent et gouvement avec autorit^ et 
succ^. Lea dtniMrationa geucrales, les re- 
solutions concertees ne sont done pas absolu- 
ment n^ocsaaires dans Tifiglise ; mais elles y 
ont toujours paioi d*une force considerable et 
d'une grande efficacit^. On n'a ricn trouv^ 
dc meilleur aue cette union des oimscils et 
des sollicitudcs poiu* faciliter la definition 
des dogmes de foi, pour refuter et disaiper 
les erreurs les plus r^pandues, pour mettre 
en lumi^ et d^velopper la doctrine reli- 
g^euse, pour maintenir et relever la discipline 
eccieaiastique, pour corriger et perfectionner 
les moeurs. On n'a rien trouv^ de meilleur 
non plus pour engager les chr^tiens k rece- 
voir avec promptitude et respect lea decisions 
doctrinalea et disoiplinairea de I'lSgliae, for- 
muiees et decre'te*. s par les dvdques du monde 
entier qui ne prononcent qu*en tenant oompte 
tout k la foia de la revelation dont ils aont 
les gardiens, etdea aentimenta, dea habitudes 
et des beaoins de leura dioc^es, dont ils sont 
les pasteurs et les guides. 

Aussi le Saiut-P^ declare-t-il opportune 
la reunion d'un Concilo, oh tous les ev^ues 
du monde catholique eeront appeiea k ^en- 
tendre sur lo caract^o ct la porte'e dos maux 
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actuels, et sur lea rcm^es qn*il est exp^iont 
de leur appliqucr. " Le Cunoile oecum^ni^ue, 
dit la Bulle d'indiction, devra done examiner 
avec le plus grand &oin ot determiner cc qu*il 
convicnt dc fnirr, en oes temps si calamiteux, 
poor la plus grandp gloire de Dieu, pour 
rint^grit^ do la foi, pour la splendeur du 
culte, pour le salut e'temel dee hommes, pour 
la discipline et la solide instruction du clerg^ 
r^guUer et sdculier, pour Tobciervation des 
lots cccl&iastiques, pour la reforme des 
rooeurs, pour r^ucation ciir^tienne de la 
jeunesse, pour la paix ^^n^rale ct la Concorde 
universelle. II nous faudra travailler aui^si 
de touies los forces de notre esprit, et htcc 
Faide de Dieu, k delivrer de tout mal Tfiglise 
et la society civile, k mmener dans la voie de 
la Y^rit^, de la justice et du salut les mal- 
heureux qui s'egarent. Enfin nous devons 
r^primer tout vice et repoui>8er toute erreur, 
afin que notre auguste religion ct sa doctrine 
salutaire roprennent partout uno viguour 
nouvelle, qu'elles se propagent de jour en 
jour, qu'elles reconqui^ent leur le'gitimo 
empire, et qu*ainfii la pi^t^, IMionnetete, la 
prooit^, la justice, la charite ct toutcs les 
Tortus refleurissent pour le salut du monde. 
Non-seulement, en efft't, la puissante in- 
fluence de rSglise et de sa doctrine a pour 
objet direct le salut ^tem< 1 des hommes, 
muis aussi, ct persunne ne le niern, le bon- 
lieur temporel des peuple:<, leur ve'ritable 
jroepdiiie', le maintien do la paix et de 
'ordre, le progres merne et la soliiiite des 
sciences liumaincs: les faits les plus ^la tan ts 
de rhistf)ire ne le prouvtnt-ils pas constam- 
ment, ct de la mani^rc la plus dvidente ?" 

Tel est done, ainsl qu on le voit par les 
paroles du Saint-P^re, tcl est I'objet general 
dont s'occupera TassembMe des dvdqucs. 
Naturellement il so ddoompose en divers 

Soints qui dtviendront k leur tour Tobjct de 
Visions sp^iales, et donneront lieu sans 
doute k des uiesures particuli^res. Muis 
cela ne pent se faire sans qu'on agisae par Ik 
m^e sur vos opinions et vos doctrines pour 
les fixer et peut dtre les corriger, et sur 
certains details de votre conduite privde ou 
aociale pour y apporter quelque heureuse 
modification. Cette perspective ne vous a 
pas toujours 6\4 pr^ent^ d'une mani^re 
satisfaisante, et plusieurs semblent avoir 
pris k t&che de vous inquieter k ce sujet. lis 
vous ont dit, par exemple, qu'on iniposcrait 
h votre foi catholiquo des articles que 
jusqu'ici vous n*dtiez pas tonus de croire; 
que des questions intdressant la BOc\4i4 civile 
tt les relations de TEglise et de TEtat 
seraient traits et ddcidees dans un esprit 
d'opposition aux lois ct aux rooeurs politiqucs 
<lu temps present; qu'on enl^verait certain 
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vote par acclamation, qu'ainsi les ^v^qnes ne 
seraient pas libres, et que la minority, ffti- 
elle ^oquentc, seroit traitde oomme im 
parti d 'opposition qu'ctoufierait bientot la 
majority. 

Mais rassurez-vouf*, nos tr^-cliers fir^ies. 
Ces plaintes, au moins prdmaturdos, ne 
peuvent prendre leur source quo dans one 
connaissance imparfaite des olioses, et ces 
menaces offensantes viennent assur^nent 
d'Lommes plus hardis qu'autorisds. L'figlise 
n*est pas une dcole de ddsordre ct de vio- 
lence ; les e'vfeques, ses reprdsentants et sea 
iiitorpr^tes au concile, ne voudront pas se 
dd(jatrtir du plus religieux respect pour la 
vdrite et des plus grands ^rds pour lea 
personne:«, et ils ti aiteront leurs droits commo 
ceux des autrcs avec une conscience rd- 
flechie et avec un profond sentiment de 
justice. 

D^abord, en re qui touche les ddfinitiona 
nouvelles, si le Concile oBCumcnique ordonne 
de croire explicitement des choses qu'on 
pouvait nior jusqu'ici sans dtre berdtique, 
c'est que ces choses seraient dejk certaines 
et gdndralement admises ; car en ces mati^srea 
les dveques sent des temoins qui constatent, 
et non pas des auteurs qui inventent. Pour 
qu'une vdritd devienne article de loi, il faut 
qu*elle ait cte revelee de Dieu et qu'elle soit 
oontenue dans le depot quo les sidles 
chre'tiens gardent fideUmont ot se trans- 
mettent I'un h. I'autre sans alteration. (>r, 
on n'en taurait douter, cinq ou six cents 
evdqnes n'attesteroiit pas, k la face de I'uni- 
vers, avoir trouve dans les croynnces do leur 
Eglise respective ce qui n'y est pas. Si done 
ils proposent, en concile, des vdrites k croire, 
c'est qu'elles existent dejk dans les monu- 
ments de la tradition et dans le commun 
enseignement de la tbdologie, et qu'ainsi 
clles ne sont pas une nouveaute. 

II y a plus : les evdques auraient ro^u dts 
sibolcs antdricurs, par voie de tradition, cer- 
taines vdrite's considerables, qu'ils ne s'cm- 
prcsscraient pas pour cela de les deelan r 
articles de foi. Le pouvoir de I'enscdgnement 
ne leur a pas dte' donne' pour la destruction, 
mais pour I'edification. A vant done d'ajouter 
aux obligations du peuple chre'tien et d'ao- 
croitre peut-etre les obstacles qui s'opposent 
au re tour de nos fr^res dissidents, ils vou- 
draicnt examiner serieusement les disposi- 
tions gdndrales du monde et rcchercher si 
CCS nouvelles definitions de foi sont oppor- 
tunes tt vraiment re'clamecs par I'etat des 
esprits. Cest de la sorte que nos aine's ont 
proodde', comnie le temoigne 1 liistoire des 
Conciks, et c'est do la eorte aussi quo pro- 
cedera la procbaine asscmble'e des e'vequcs. 
Si done die ordonne, sous peine d'unatlicmc, 
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de croiro ddsormais quelquo verity qui 
jnsqu'k present n'ctait |»8 do foi catholique, 
c'est que oette verity se trouverait dejk (Jan^ 
la tradition Idguee par vos ancetres, et qu*ellu 
serali d ailleurs jugee utile au progr^ du 
sentiment religieux et au triomphe de 
I'JSgliae. Dans oes conditions, d^iber^ en 
ooncile par le Pape et les ^vdques. des decruts 
oomme ceux que redoutent plosionrs per- 
Bonncs, n'auraieut rien d'abusif ni de pe- 
rilleux; ils strnieut au contrail e Texetx^ice 
regulier d'un droit et ne pourraient qu'avoir 
en de'fiiiitiye de salutaires effete. 11 n'est 
pas loisiblc de penser autrement k qui yeut 
rester catholique. 

Ensuite, quant aux questions qui intc'res- 
sent plus directement la suciete civile et k s 
rapports de I'Sglise et de r£tat, quelques- 
nns d'entre vous eraignent qu'on ne les 
decide dans un sens opposC* aux lois et aux 
niOQurs politiques de TKurope, et qu'on ne 
cree ainsi ontre les devoirs <iu fidble et du 
citoyen un antagonisme violent tt doulou- 
reux. II faut le rcconnaitrc, bon nombre 
d'ecrivains, quoique placed k deg points de 
vue contrail es, se sent acconles pour eveiller 
ces alarnies et out tout fait pour les nourrir 
ct les rc'pandre. Mais peut-etre n'y a-t-il Ik 
que dua malentendus; en ce cos, des ex- 
plications plus completes comme le concile 
pent en foumir reussiroiit k les faire cesser. 

Au fond, que peuvent vouloir les ^vdques 
rassembl^ k Rome de toutes les parties du 
monde, sinon servir la cause de I'figlise et 
do la soriete ? Quelle est leur doctrine sur 
les mati^res dont il s'agit ? En ce qui voud 
ooncerne, par exemple, ils diraient sans 
doute que vous Stes une nation ImptL^ et 
qu'ainsi vous appartenez k J^us-Christ, 
que par cons^uent vos lois et vos moeurs 
doivent Stre chr^tienncs, et, oomme elles ne 
le Hont pas assez, qu'il y a done lieu de les 
corriger, en les rendant plus oonformes k 
rfivangile, et par Ik mSme plus en rapport 
avec vos v^ritaoles int^i^ts au temps et de 
r^temit^. Partaiit de ce* principes et de ces 
faits, ils ajouteraient probablement que la 
liberte de la presse, telle que vous I'avez 
faite, eet nil element de dissolution uiiiver- 
selle et qu M imp 'rte de la contenir dans de 
plus justos bonies : que la liberte' des cultes, 
^tant souvent prise pour le droit le'gal 
d'outrager tous les cultes et de n'en professor 
aucun, doit Stre autrement entendue et 
pratiqu^u ; que la morale n'est pas un vain 
mot, qu'il n'y en a pas deux. Tune privee et 
Fautre publique, mais une seule, laquelle 
nous oblige tons, individus et nations; 
qu*enfiu le nombre et la force ne suffisent 
pas k tout juBtifier, et qu'ainsi tous encore, 
princes et i)euples, out nosoin d avoir raison 



pour valider Icurs actes. Ce sent Ik certaine- 
ment des vdrite's que vous n'ignorez pas, et 
que d^jk nous vous avons ditoi et r^p^tees, 
sans vous blesser ni vous nuire. Mais cetto 
fois, elles vous seront expliquees par le oon- 
cile avec plus d'autoritd et de vigueur, et 
sans doute aussi avec plus de precision. 
Qu*avez-vous done k y perdre, puisque vous 
saurez mieux deschoses dont la oonnaissanoe 
est pour vous un devoir et un int^r^t de 
premier ordre ? 

MaLi, dites-vous, en appliquant cos prin- 
cipes aux details de notre vie privde et 
sociale, on nous placera sous I'inspiration et 
la tutclle du clerg^, et la theoorutie est au 
bout d*une telle entreprise. Soyez sans 
peur, n.ie tr^s-chers fr^res : vous ne mourrcz 
pas de cette maladie; vous n*en €tcs pas 
attaints, et vous uvez tout oe qu'il faut pour 
l.i preveiiir. Bicn des ann^os s'^oouleront 
avant que les boixante journaux que Pbris 
volt ^lore chaque matin, et les douze niille 
volumes qu'il pul>lie par an, occeptent la 
rensure ec<. lesiastique, et qu'ainsi la lil>orte 
de la presse vous soit ravie par vos arche- 
vdques; peut-6tre pensorez-vous qu'il no 
faut pas se donner le tort de craindre un 
peril aui»bi lointain. II en estde memo pour 
la liberty des cultes : vous n'attendez p.m do 
nous sans doute que nous les mettions tous 
sur un rang d'egalite', puisque nous tenons 
I'un d'eux pour le meilleur et le st-ul vrai. 
Or, telle etant notre conviction et notre foi 
au sujet du eatholicisme, vous ne pouvez 
que nous trouver logiques, si nous vous 
pressons avec instance d'y adiii^rer et de 
vous y maintenir fid^lcment. Est-ce done 
k dire que nous aliens combattre matcrielle- 
ment les autres cultes, en provoquant ooutre 
eux des mesures s^veres et des a^n'ts d'l-x- 
pulsion ? En v^rit^, vous ne le croyt^z pas : 
nons Bommes assez de ce si^le pour no pas 
r^lamer de telles choses, et vous en dtes 
trop pour les faire. AprtSis comme avant le 
Concile, k c6i4 des catholiques il y aura dts 
dissidents, on pent le pr^voir. Ainsi tout 
ce que vous nommez vos oonqu^tes vous 
restera. Loin done d'apprdhender que le 
concile ne tranche violemment toutes ces 

Suestions d^icates et ne r^le tous ees 
stalls dpineux, plusieurs craignent au con- 
traire qu'il ne trouve pas le moyen de vous 
aider efficaoement k rend re sage la liberty 
de la presse et k retablir en Europe I'unit^ 
si d^irable des croyances religieuses. 

Est-il besoin d'ajouter qu'en rappelant la 
r^le et I'id^l, les ^v^ues ne fermeront 
pas les yeux sur le cote positif et les exi- 
genci'S de la vie r^lle, ct qu'en traitant des 
Bujets qui toucheraient k la p)litiqne, ils 
n'oublieront pas ce qu'ils doivcut k Icur 
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pays? NouB navons donne k personne lo 
droit de snspecier notre patriotumo ; la re- 
ligion, la Toix du HAugr, TinterSt mdme, tout 
nous commande la sympathie et le dcvoue- 
roent pour nos concitoyens, et tout nous 
engage k servir, dans la mesure de nos 
forces, leurs dustinees terrestres. Cest un 
comniuii dmpcau qui nous convre, uno com- 
mune loi qui nous prot^;i:e ; nous vivons de 
lu mdme vie et vouions etro nvec vous dans 
toutes les vicissitudes, k la peine encore plus 

3u*k la fortune. L'ind^pendanoe et la gran- 
eur de la nation nous sunt auesi chbres 
quit vous: la France, cest lo sol quo nos 
aleux ont habile et qui garde leurs ossoments 
avec leur souvenir et leur histoire ; c*e»t le 
coin de terro que vous honorez de vos travaux 
et de vos vertus, et oii coulent, chaque j<)ur, 
vos suenrs et vos larmes. Notre coiur y 
tient i>ar toutes ses fibres. Le sentiment 
religieux nous y attache aussi, aoit parc43 que 
Dieu m6me inspire aux hommes Taniour du 
Bul natal et met le putriotisme au nombre do 
nos obligations, en nous prescrivant d'aimer 
nos semblables et surtout ceux qui nous sont 

Slus proches, soit parce que nous trouvons 
aus notre imja une grande facilite pour 
prutiquer la religion et remplir les devoirs 
que la conscience nous impose. S*il est 
certains |K)int8 oti nous voudrions exprimer 
des regnts et des voeux, ce peut dtre Tobjet 
de demanded et d'explieations que vous no 
refurcrez pas d'entendre. 

Du re&tp, nous ne Fignorons pas plus que 
vous, dans le milieu cumplexu et tourmente' 
ou nous vivons, tout ebt matibre ou pr^t''xte 
k des reclamations contradictoires et k des 
pretentions rivales, et nuUe solution ii*ost 
enti^rement Katisfai^mte ou durable. Austd 
croyons-nous que, dans les aifaires reli- 
gieuscs, il faut maint nir, malgre les iraper- 
feetions qu*on y peut voir, les rapports do 
r%lisc et de r£tat tels quo le concordat les 
a determines. Sans doute une mutuelle con- 
descendance ne tranche pas les difficultcd ; 
olle les assoupit, mais les laisse vivre, et Ton 
peut dire ainsi que la moderation mdme a 
ses d^savantages ; mais il n'est pas expc'dient 
non plus de tout surmenor avec Timpuissant 
desscin de tout refaire, car T&prete du zelo 
aigrit les esprits et la violence ne finit rien. 
Ce qui est done posbible et plausible, c*est 
de b^en tenir a de sages transactions qui 
garautisscnt suiBsamment tous les inte'rC'ts 
et tous les droits essentieU, et c'est Ik que 
tend le patriotisme des eve<|ues. lis sont 
disposes, autant que les hommes politioues 
peuvent T^tre d'autre part, h. ne ptdnt obeir 
k des ardours intemi)erantes, mais k mesurer 
leur action bur les circonstiEinces et k fairo 
pre'\*nloir, dans le leglemcnt des qucbtions 



mixtes, ccs temperaments qni sont la con- 
dition do la marche oorrecte et proip^re des 
choses humaines. 

Enfin, nos tr^6-cher8 fibres, ce qu'on a dit 
de ronlralnement avec lequel certaiu dogme 
serait vot^ d'acclaraation par la majorite des 
^v^ues, e'touffant ainsi la liberty de leniB 
coUegues dont la conscience ne be trouverait 
pas tout de suite penetree des meuies lumiktM 
irrdsistibles, merite k peine qu'un e^y arrHe 
pour le refuter. Le cx)n sens et rhistoiro 
protestent centre Cv-8 insinuations nial venu.s 
et values. Si, ponr les plus graves motifs, 
r£glisejuge qu'il faut vous imposcr, aoos 
peine de damnation ^temelle, robligatiun do 
croire k I'avenir ce qu'elle ne vous avait pas 
demand^ de croin; ju.squli prt^sent, elle ne le 
fera point de mani^re k d^consid^rer son 
acte, en le d^pouillant des conditionB qui 
peuvent le reconimander a vos yeux. £ale 
n'cdictera pas d'enthousiasme une peine 
aussi terrible que celle de Tanath^nie, et 
cinq ou six cents ev^ques, r^unis pour deli- 
be'rer sur des intcrdts si graves, ue s'empor- 
teront pas k les de'eider de haute lutte, c» 
dediij^nant d'^uter et de calmer, s'U y en 
a, dcs scrupules respectables et pr^ent^ 
avLC niodestie. Est-ce que I'ifiglise a jamais 
manie les &mes avec ce sansfa9on, ct com- 
uiencera-t-elle dcmain ? 

Dans le concile de Jerusalem, qui fut le 
premier des Conciles et leur servit do mod^e, 
on a delibeVe, quoiquo t'Us Ics membres de 
cette auguste assemble'e fu^ssent penw^n- 
nellenient infaillibles, et tous ont pu dire 
leur avis, mdme apr^s Tuvis du plus autoiise'. 
Un Concile oocumenique s'est tenu trois 
siksles plus tard, oil il s'agissait do deiinir 
et de formuler la foi de T^glise touchint la 
consubstantialite du Verbe, en d'autres tcr- 
mes d'affirnier la divinity de Jesus-CIiiist, lo 
dogme fondamontal du christianisme. un 
dogme pour lequel e'taient morts plusieurs 
millions de martyrs, un dogme qui avait 
renverce' lea religions anoiennes et fait la 
eonquete du moude, malgre les legions 
romaines et les lois <le Tempire. Certes, si 
iamais dogme devait ecliapper k toute deli- 
beration, c*eU«it oelui-lk; s*il y avait une 
erreur eclatante et absurde, au pjint de vue 
du christianisme, e'^tait celle d'Arius, et 
pourtant on delil)era dans le Concile de 
Niee'e; on entendit Irs raisons des contru- 
dicteurs, si infirmes qu elles fussent ; ou ne 
vota point par acclamation. Ce precedent, 
pour no parlcr que de celui-la, nos tf^-chers 
fr^res, doit vous rassurer : on ne sera pas 
moins libre k Rome aujourd^hui qulun ne 
I'etait k Nite'e il y a qoinze sidles, et le 
procliaiu concile ne fletrira pas son ojuvrc en 
Buppiimnnt la discusi^ion. 
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Vous le voyez douc, il n'y a rien de 
Berienx ni de fond^ dans lea alarmes que 
vous auraient fait concevoir, au sujet da 
concile, les paroles de queloues perdonnes 
pr^venuesou siiiiplemcDt iiTetlcchies et mala- 
droites. Le but de cette usseiub]^ est 
^leve' et d'une supreme import ince ; ses tra- 
vaux seroDt conduits avoc une t-agesse dont 
la presidence da Saint-P^ro est la garantie ; 
led ev^ues y porteront un egal t»ouci de Icur 
dignit^ de voe int^r^ts et de tos droits. 
Pour T0U8, aidez-les par la pricre et les 
bonnes oouvrcs ; et, afin quVlles suient plus 
iiieritoires et plus efScaces, profitez de la 
Ki&ce que le Souverain Pontife accx)rde sous 
la forme d'une indulgence ple'nifere. Selon 
rinvitation qu'il ailresse au monde cntier, 
pr^p.irez-Yous par de pioux exercices au 
jubiM qui va s'ouvrir; et, en ce qui vous 
concerne, ramenez dans TEglise et faites-y 
i^gncr la puret^ des mcBurs antiques, la 
sinc^nte et T^riergie de la foi, la pratique 
g^n^reuse de la charite. 

Permcltvz qu'cu nous eloignant de vooj 
pour quelque tetupu, nous sollicitions le 
secours de vos prieres fratenielles, afin que 
Dieu soit avcc nous duns nos truvaux et 

^u*il benisse Ic retour comme le de'purt. 
^e notre cote, nous ne manqnerons pas do 
potter vdtro souvenir dcvant lui, dans les 
sanctuaires privil^gi^s de Rome, et d'assurer 
de nouveau le Suint-P^ de votre relig^eux 
ct filial dcvouement. 

{Seguono gli artiodi riguardanti il Giuhileo 
ehejamettiamo.) 

Donn€ k Paris, sous notre seing, le sceau 
de nod armes et le oontre-seing du secretaire 
ge'ne'ral de notre Archevecl.e', le 28 octobre 
1869. 

»I« GEORGES, 
Archeveque de Paris, 
Grand Aumonier de rEmpercur. 
P«r Mandcment de Mcmseigncur I'Arcbev^quc : 
£. Pktit, Ch. hon. 8ecr, gSn, 



DOCUMENT VL 

Lettre de Monseigneur l'Sv^que D*On- 

L^ANS AU ClEKGE DE SON DlOcksE. 

Messieirs, 

En m'adressaut vos adieux et vos 
voiux, avant mo:i de'part pour Rome, vous 
m'avez dit les inquietudes et le tiouble que 
r^iwndent autour de vous, parmi les fidt^les, 
les violentes poMmiques soulev^ dans les 



journaux relativcment au futur Conoile, et 
en particulier touchant la definition de Tin- 
faillibilite' du Pape. 

Ces inquietudes, je les al comprises. 

II s'agit ici du Baiut-Pbre et de ses pri- 
vileges, c'est-k-dire de ce qui parle le plus 
au coBur catbolique. II est naturel k la 
piete filiale de vouloir omer un p^re de tons 
les dons, de toutes les prerogatives ; et oom- 
bien il est penible k des fils d*entendre dis- 
cuter, Ik oil il leur serait doux, au oontraire, 
de voir aoclamer ce qu'ils consid^rent commo 
I'honneur et la glnire de leur pi^re. 

Des polemiques sur rinfaillibilite du Sou- 
verain-JPontife devaient done inevitablement 
susoiter daus les ^mes ces deux sentiments, 
tons deux respectables. 

Miis, si donees et si chores que soient les 
suggestions de Tamour filial, il y a, Mes- 
sieurs, vous le sentez, dans une question 
aussi delicate que la proclamation d'un 
dogme, autre cboee k considerer et k ecouter 
que les elans du sentiment .11 y a lej 
ndsons pcnir et centre, qui ont pu, dans une 
question non definie, partager de grands 
esprits: il y a de plus k-s inteiets mdme du 
Pfere ve'nere et ched qu*on voudrait exalter, 
et qu'on pourrait compromettre : il y a i-ur- 
tout les inter^ts de FE^lise, qui sent avant 
tout les sions : 11 y a enfin I'interet sacre des 
&nics, retat des esprits contemporains, dont 
il faut bien aussi tenir comptc : il y a, en un 
mot, k cote des avanta^es qu'on croimit voir, 
les inconve'iiienls, qu*il convient de peser 
mdiement et gravciuent. Voilk, Messieurs, 
ce qui nc doit pas s'oublier, si on no veut 
point s'ex()oser, malgre Ira meilleures inten- 
tions, k meler, sans le vouluir, la querelle k 
Tumour, et faire dune question de theologie 
uiib quefetion d*enthousiasme on de colore. 

A Dieu ne plaise, Messieurs, que je veuille 
contrister un seul de mcs.ve'nerubles Fr^res 
dans r£piscopat! S'il n'y avait que des 
Ev^cjues qui cussent exprime ici leurs pen- 
pees d'aprfes les inspirations de leur con- 
hc.ence, j'itumis giirae le silence, et ecoute 
avec respect dis discussions respectueuses, 
bans contredlre, ni leurs doctrines pour ou 
oontre la question, ni leurs vues pour ou 
coutro lopportuniteV Sans vouloir juger ici 
aucuue oomluite, telle e(kt ete la niienne. 
Et si, plus tard, au Coucile, j avals ete 
appeie k me prononcer entre eux, je Taurais 
fait, pour ma part, dans la simplicite de ma 
eonscience, dans lu veVite et la charite de 
men &nie. 

Mais il n'en a pits et6 ainsi, il s'en faut ; 
ct la question, jet& d'une tout autre mani^re 
dans le public, a produit dans les &mes les 
inquietudes que vous m'avez exposees, et sur 
lesquelles, ainsi que je vous 1 ai promiy, je 
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me fais un deyoir de youb dire maintenant 
ma penB<^. 

Mais, uuparavant, jo dois rappeler oe qui 
a'est dit, ce qui B*eBt fait juBqu'ici, et oil Li 
qnestion en Cbt k oe moment 

I. Co qne je commenoerai par Tomi faire 
remarquer, Messieurs, c'est qu'une telle ques- 
tion rogardait le Concile, et aurait dd n £tre 
traitee que par lui. 

Malheureuscment, des joumalistes intem- 
peruiits n'ont piis roberve ce soin k la future 
A^<8('mblee do I'Sglise. For^mt les portee 
du Concile, avant meme et longtemps avaiit 
qu'il pdt etre re'uni, ils so sent h&t^ d'ouvrir 
le dc'bat sur un des sujots tl.^alogiques les 
plus ddiioats, et d'tinnoncer k Tavance en quel 
sens le Concilc ddcidernit et devuit d^idcr. 
C'etait un effort pour cr^er dans I'opinion 
un courant favorable a leurs de'sirs, et pour 
peser, de tout le poids de cette opinion pre- 
judicielle, sur les iSv^qucs ussembles. 

Dois-je aller jusqu'k mcntionner ici les 
picufes industries qui ont 6\4 imagineed dana 
le mdme but? On a 4i4 jusqu*k distribucr 
dans les rues, jc I'ai vu, il y a deux ans, ct 
on n'a pas cessc de lo faire drpuis, des mil- 
liers de |)etite8 feuilles imprimees, coutenant 
le voeu de croire h, rinfaillibilite porsonnello 
et 6<?par^e du Paixi. On les faisait signer k 
de bons fidcles, d(»nt bcaucoiij), aKSur^ment, 
ii'e'tHicnt guere the'ologienn, et n'entendaient 
Curies pas le premier mot de la question.* 

Deux journaux surtout, la Cirilia Cattolira 
et r r«tt>€r«, ont pris ici la plus ^tonnante 
des initiatives. Tandisj que le Saint- I'ere 
inipos»it un prudent et rigourcux siliiuce 
aux Consulteurs des Congregations rrmaincs 
cliarges des travaux pr^j)aratoire3 au Con- 
cile, ils n*ont pas eraint do livrer au public 
les questions qui, selon eux, doivent 6tro 
agit^s et r<?8olue8 par la future Assembleo. 
I& ont annonre', en particulier, que la ques- 
tion de rinfaillibilite i)er8onni Ho du Pape y 
serait definie: bien plus, qu'elle serait de'- 
finio par ai-clumation. 

Cette delicate question ayant ^te ainsi 
soulevee, et jot^ tlans la ruo et dans la 
presst', un pielat beige, mon t-aint ami, M^r 
bt'chflmj>.s reconunent nomine' Arclujveque 
de Mnlint s, a public un ecrit special &ou8 ce 
f itre : E$t-il opportun de d^jinfrj dans le pro- 
chain Concile^VinfniliihiUU du Tape? et il 
a rei)ondu aflirmativcment. I'Cjk, dans un 
premier ecrit, le nouvol archeveque de Wrst- 
mini-ler, le pieux ct e'loquent Mgr 3faniiin<r, 
avait Irait^ la m^me qucbtioii, au memo 

* II y a ceitalnc* vlllos, oU des Inlcs ont prls rinltla- 
tlve viB-i-vl-* dc leurs curets ct Hont alles lour dcmandir 
de signer, noit le vcdu de cmirr d rJnrttilllbJlIt*^, soil dc? 
prtitlofw BUT ce spjot pour le Concilc. 



point de vue, et en a traits depuiB, pliu 
expressement encore, duns una scooiide lettre 
k ses dioo^sains. Les joumaux anglaia» oa- 
tholiques et protestants, ont pria une put 
active k la controverse. 

D'un autre oote les Svdquea allemandt 
rdunis k Fulda, le Memorial aiplomatique 
Tannonqait il v a quelques joun, oatre 
cette Lettre si pleine de mes^ire, d'e'l^Tmtioo 
et de gravite, que toute TEurope a admir^ 
ont adrosse au Souvcrain-Pont:fe, mais aana 
le livrer k Tavide pulJicite des joumaux, on 
M^moirt', pour lui dt mander de ne |h rmettni 
pas que la question de son infaiiliMlit^ |)er- 
sonnelie f&t posee au proclain Concile. 

Les chosi'S en etaient Ik, qnand la con- 
troverse s'est rcveillce en France enirtf 
plusieurs de nos vcnere's Collegues. Malbea- 
reusAn)ent les joumaux s\ n sent immediate- 
men t empares avec une ardeur extreme : la 
prompte et vive simultan^ite' des attaquos a 
^mu le public : une certaine presse, sous les 
yeux de laquelle s agitait c« debai, B*en est 
tiistcment egayee, et dis publicistes conniia 
se sent moqu^ de ce qu'ils appelaii-nt la 
gturre taints, 

Enfin, d'autns ^ivains, laiques on eooM- 
slastiques, en France, en Auj^letcrre et en 
AUemagiie, suivant Texomple qui leur avait 
4\4 donne', (mt rompu lo silence et cxprime 
k lour tour leurs opinions et leurs craintes. 

II e'lait difficile, devant ce spLCtacle, do 
no pas se diro : si la questiou so traite dejh 
do ia sorto devant le public, que scra-ec, 
si clle vicnt k etre introduite au Concilo? 
Et il ttait imposKible de ne pas s(>ntir, une 
fois do pluH, le tort grave des joumalistes 
qui, les premiers, ont souleve, avcc une 
supreme indiscretion, une question de oetto 
nature. 

La questnm, en effet, est ties-grave. Car 
il s'agirait de proclamer un dogmo iiouveuu, 
le do|j;mc do rinfaillibilite personnello et 
s6parcc du Pape. 

Nous disons dogmo nouveuu, non pas en 
ce sens, vous le comprenez, Messieurs, qu*un 
d«»gme serait cree' par le Conrile : rRglise 
ne cree pas les <logmcs, elle les declare ; et 
il no faut pas ici d'tHjuivoque. Je dis dogmo 
nouveau en ce sens que jumuis, depuis dix- 
liuit siecles, les fidelt*8 ne fureiit tonus, suus 
pi'ine do cesser d'etre catholiques, a croirti 
aiuKi. 

11 s'ngirait done d*obliger dc'sormuis tons 
les cathijliqiies k croire, snus peine d'ana- 
t.enie. que le Pape est infaillible, mdme, 
je me sers des propres expressions d(i Mj;r 
rArcliev&iue de Westminster, quand il pro- 
nonce soul, " ICN DKHORS DU CORPS Kli»Xn*AL, 

RKUNi OU msPERyB;" et qu'il pent definir 
les dogmesseul, '^sepabembnt, iNDf;rENi>AM- 
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MENT DE l*£piscopat;" * suns auoun concoun 
expr^ ou tacite, ante'oodent ou subsequent, 
des Evdques. 

Or ce n'est pas Ih, on 1e voit, un dogmo 
sp^ulatif : c'est une prerogative qui aurait, 
dans la realite' pratique, les plus s^rieust.8 
cons^uoiioes. 

Telle est la question quo n(jus voyons 
chaque matin traits et trani-hee, par un 
journalismo temeraire, uvec la plus Strange 
liber to. 

Plusieurs du resto la traitent de telle 
sorte, qu*k Kurs yeux il n*y a Ik aucune 
difficulte'. 11 suftit pour cela, dit Tun deux, 
4o sa voir son Catechisme. Bossuet, ap] 'ari'm- 
mcnt, ne le savait ])a8 ; ni Fduclon, qui en- 
tendait rinfaillibilitc autrement que Bellar- 
mii), nui ne s'accorde piis de tout point ioi 
avec irautres Uieolo-iens romaius. A en- 
tendre COS journal istrs, la proclamation du 
dogme de Tinfaillibilitc' du Pape est si n^ccs- 
saire, si facile, et si certaine, que le Concile 
n'uura meme pas k examiner ; et douter un 
instant de sa decision, ce serait lui faire 
injure : ce serait aussi se montror suspect, k 
tout le moiiit*, d*un bien tiMe.de' vouement 
pour rSglise et pour le Pape. 

CV'st ce qu'iis disent, et avec de tcls 
outrages pour ceux qui ne pensent pas 
oommo eux, qu*en verite il n'y a plus de 
limiti'S, et lo delxit s*envenime Itrange- 
mcnt. 

Cepetidiint tout le monde ignore absolu- 
ment ce quo jugcra boii de faire ou de no 
pas faire sur ce ix)int lo Concile, qui n'existe 
pas encore. 

MhIs en attendant, Messieurs, c<s cxces 
do la controverse troublent les fiJel« s, et les 
jettent dans la situation evidemment dan- 
gereuse (|ue vous m*avez dite. Car, si le 
Concile vient k juger convenable de ne pas 
suivre la ligne qu*on lui trace si imperative* 
moTit, ne parattra-t-il pas k plusieurs avoir 
manque' k son devoir? On aflirme, et avec 
raisou, que les Sveques auront an Concile 
une pKine et entiiire liberty, Mais vrai- 
nicnt quelle liberte' Icur taissent, dhs k 
present, de telles discustions, men<^cs de 
cette fa^on par lo journalisnie ? A la manibro 
dont ils poursuiveiit ce debat, no semblent- 
ils })as d^noncer k Tavance conune drs schis- 
mutiques ou des h^rc^tiques, ceux qui se 
permettront d*dtre d'un sentiment con- 
traire ? 

Ce sunt lb, Messieurs, des reflexions de 
sens comniun, qui m*ont e't^ exposees, de 
vive voix et par ecrit, non-scuh ment pf^r 
vous-memes, mnis bien des fois dejk par une 

1 liettrc paatoralo dc Monicignour, sur le Ci>n:ile 
acumenique tt Vin/aiUibHiie du Panti/e romain. — 
I'vttKrijHum. 



foolo d'esprits, et des meillenrs, et des plus 
Chretiens, que ces polemiques, autour de 
moi ou loin de moi, pr^occupent et agiteui. 

J*ai attendu beauooup avant do me r^ 
feoudro k prendre la parole sur un tel sujet 
Vous m'y avez d^d^, Messieurs. Je m'in- 
quietais en effet, non pas de savoir m. cer- 
tains homnios suspecteront plus ou moins et 
calomnierout mon zMe pour le Pape et pour 
r£glise, mais ce que j'avuis k fiiire pour 
servir comme je le duis ces causes si cberes. 
J'ai examine, longuement, sous toutee see 
faces, et surtout au point de vuo pratique, la 
question discute'e dans les joumaux. J'y ai 
\u, pour ma jmrt, des difficult^ de plus 
d*une sorte, et qui doivent, ce me semblo, 
frupper ceux mCmes qui sont le plus oon- 
vaincus, thdologiquemeut, de rinfaillibilitc 
pontificale. 

Je n'ai oertes aucun godt k me jeter dans 
une nie\6e si violente. Je gCmis de la con- 
1 reverse qui s'agite devant le public, et 
si j'^ris, ce n'est pas pour Firriter, mais 
plutot pour la calmer, et m^e, s*il se pou- 
vait, la supprimer ; car, pour moi, je la cruis 
trfes-inopportuuc, tr^regrettable pour le 
Saint-Sic^go lui-mdme, et les quert-lles qui 
\icnnent d'avoir lieu n'ont fait qu'jijonter k 
ma conviction, dejk ancienne, sur cette inop- 
portunite. 

Ce sont ces difficult^ que, — sans toucher 
au fond mome do la question theolog^que, — 
je voudrais exposer simplement dans <-et ecrit. 

Je ne discute pas rinfaillibiiitC, mais 
Topportunite'. Et du reste, les vues que jo 
preseuterai ici ne me sont pns personnellesi 
Je m'en suis ontrttenu souvent avec un 
grand nombre de mcs vCoCre's Coll^;;tieB, de 
Frunce et d*ailleurs, et oes niisons nous 
out pani si graves, a eux oomme k moi, qu'k 
tout le moins sont-elles de nature k faire r^ 
fle'cliir la presse religieuso, et k lui persuader 
enUn de rescrver aux £v^ues de si d^i- 
cut<.8 discjU'sions. 

II. Ces debuts, je vous I'ai dit, Messieuni, 
ne ni'ont pas moins dtonne' qu'attristC. Cur 
eniin, avant oette ine^rence et ces ^lats 
d'une certaine presse, la question n*etait pas 
posee. I^ silence sVtiiit fait, grftce k Dieu, 
sur des querelles qu'il vaut mienx, je Tai 
toujours peUdC, oublicr que raviver. Jnmais 
Tautorite' du 8aint-P^re n'avait Cte' plus 
respectee dans T^glise. ni sa parole mieux 
ecoutcc. Jamais h s fiveques navaient cte 
plus empresses k se serror autour de la oliairo 
I)ontificale. acoourant, non pas m€me sur un 
ordre, mids sur un simple de^ir du Pape, des 
extre'mited du monde, au centre de la catlio- 
licite. 

En qnoi done le Concile pouvait-il dtr© un© 
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ocoasioii de provoqucr des controverses sur 
les pn^rogatives pontiflcales? Est-ce dans 
cc but, est-ce pour so faire declarer infaillible, 
que le Saint-P^ a voulu assembler les 
Evdques du monde entier? La defiaition 
de I infaillibilite personnelle est-elle eutrdo 
pour quelque ciiobe dans les motifd et les 
causes de la convocation du Concile? Pas 
le moins du monde. 

Quumi le Pape Pie IX annonga, dans deux 
allocutions cel^bres, aux Sveques rassembl^ 
k Rome en 1867, son projet de oonvoquer un 
Concile oecum^nique, il ne dit pas un mot 
de la n^essiie ou de I'uiilit^ de faire ^riger 
en dogine de foi par la future Assemble'e son 
infaillibilite personnelle. 

Et les cinq cents Sv^ues rdunis nlors 
h. Rome, dans leur ailresse au 8aint-P^re, 
en rdponse k cette oommimication, ne di- 
rent pas non plus nn seul mot de cette 
question. 

Enfin, dans la Bulle d'indiction, ou le 
Saint-P^re a trac^ si largcment. et avec un 
si grand langago, le pro^'rammo du futur 
Concile, il ne fiit de meme nulltment parle 
de son infuiilihilit^ personnelle. 

Nun. nulle part, dnns aucun des actcs du 
Saint-Peie, cetto preoccupation de grandir 
son autorite' au moyen du Concile et k la 
faveur de ce respect dont le monde entouro 
ses vertus et ses malheurs, n'apparait nn 
seul instant. 

Vous le suvez. Messieurs, co sont d'autres 
et bien grands buts que le Vicaire de Jesus- 
Christ assigne k TAssemblee des represen- 
tants de TE^lise catholique. 

** Porttr remMe aux maux du siede pre'- 
sent dans Tfiglise et la society," voilk pour- 
quoi le Pape a convoque le Concile ; et de 
Ik certes, que de questions posc'es par les 
temps nonveaux, et par la crise actuelle ! On 
se demande de touted parts avec anxiete' t^i, 
k une epoque aussi inoertnine — oil d'uu mo- 
ment k i'autre peuvent surgir des eve'nementa 
capobles de dusoudre le Concile nvant qu'il 
ait acheve' son couvre — les £veques auront 
m^me le temps de les tmiter. 

Et c*est nu milieu de tant d*urgentcs et 
n^oessaires questions qu'on voudrait tout k 
coup en Jeter une nouvelle, impr^vue, iiint- 
tendue, d'une solution difBrile nssure'ment, 
et pleine tVorsges ! Kt que Ton s'expo^eiait, 
en suivant lavoie tiacee par Ks journalistes, 
au lieu de ec magnifique Hpectacle d'uniun 
que le monde attend de nous, u en doimer 
un tout contraire ! 

Helns ! on peut prevoir dejli, a I'^pretc de 
ces debit ts preliminaires, ce que cette ques- 
tion, si on Ty portait, pourrait soulover de 
discussions au sein du (joncile ! 

Mais pourquoi Ty porter ? Est-ce que la 



necessity y force ? Kst-ce que les perils du 
temps I'impcwent ? 

Non. Mais j'entends dire qu*il 8*agrit ici 
d'un principe. 

D*un principe ? Kb quoi ! repondrai-jc k 
mon t(»ur, ce principe, si e'en est un, est-il 
done ne'cessnire k la vie de I'Eglise, qu*il 
devienm* dogme de f«»i? Comment alor-s ex- 
pli«|uez-vou8 que rBgliso ait vecu dix-huit 
siecles, sans one co principe essentiel k sa 
vie ait e'te' deniii ? Comment expliquez-vous 
qu'elle ait fomiule' teute sm doctrine, produit 
tous ses docteurs, condainne teutes les he're- 
sies, sans cette definition ? De necesbile il 
n'y en a e'videmment aucune ici, et la solu- 
tion de cette question n'est pas plus indis- 
pensable qu'elle n'etait reclamee. 

JjA raison, irailleurs, en est simple. 
L'^glise est infailliblo, et rinfaillibilite de 
r^glise suflat k tout junqu'k cetto heure. 
Craignez-vous qu'k Taveiiir olle devionno 
insutiisante, et vous flutteriez-vons que ct>!ix 

3ui ne voudront pas eroire k rinftiillildlite' 
il r£glise unie au Pape, croiront plus 
facilement k Tinfaillibilite peiHonnello et 
separeu du Pupe ? 

Est-ce qu'il y a dins TEgUse csitholique 
un doute sur Tinfaillibilite' de I'^lise ? Est- 
ce qu'ifi tous ne sont pas d'accord ? £st-ce 
que le moindre fidele ne se suit pas en commu- 
nion avec son pasteur, qui est en communion 
avec son Evdque, qui est en communion 
avec le Pnpe? Est-ce que cela ne su^tit pas 
pleinement k la securite' de not re foi? et 
dans eet accord mervi ill<ux de teiuoignages, 
k'S fideles n'ont-ils pas tens une sClre garantie 
contro Terreur ? 

Craignez-vous que Tfiglise ne puisse plus 
vivre k Tavenir sur les mdmes bases qui Tonl 
soutenue dans un passe de dix-neuf si^clos ? 

Que pailez-vous done de la necessite de 
faire dans un Concile utie definition nou- 
velle sur la r^glo do la foi, et de constituer 
dogmatiquement une nouvelle regie de foi ? 
Quoi ! cVst en notre siecle qu'il dtWent 
ne'cessaire de venir mettre cela tn question, 
de toucher k ce piincipe constitutif, k ce 
ressort principal He la vie do TEglise ! Nous 
aurions e'te constitues dunint fcmt do siccles 
d'une fa<jon defect ueuse ou incompltite! 

ApiiJs dix-liuit cent soixant(-dix anneis 
d'eiiBeignement, il faut qu'on en vienne k se 
den.ander dans un Concile, qui a le droit 
d'ensei;jjner infailliblement! Et rela k la 
f.:ce du monde inercdule et protestant qui 
nous regarde I Non, laissons-lk ces questions 
que rien n'appelle. Que des publicistes 
temeraires n'aillent pas, avant Theuro, 
etonner et de'sorienter le bon sens des fideles 
par des controverses violentes, qui sembleut 
vouloir imposer d'avance ces questions aux 
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l^v^qnes. Pour moi. Messieurs, ma pensee, 
en la soumettant k mes vene'r^s Colleges, 
est formelle sur ce point. Quuml le ehdiie 
est vin^^t fois s^^uluire, creuser, pour cher- 
cher le glaud ori^iiiuire sous ses racliies, 
e'est vouloir ebranler TurbrtJ etitier ! 

III. Mais n'y-a-t-il pas dejk, Messieurn, 
des prec^lents d^isifs pour cette question 
d'opport unite' qui nous occa|)e? Je rai»- 
pellerai d'ubord la sage conduite du Concile 
de Trente et du Pape Pie IV. 

All fond, du temps du Concile de Trento, 
la question qui pttssinnna n vivcmeiit ka 
esprits, et fut mimo sur le poifit d*amei.er 
la dissolution du Concile, e'e'tait, sous une 
autre forme, carles questions ne reviennetit 
jamois absolumeiit sous les uiemcs formes, 
eelle-lk meme dont nous tmitons ici. 

Comment oublier nvec quelle s.igrsse le 
Saiiit-i^iege sut tcarter le peril dc ces cou- 
troverses en ecartunt le cleliit ? 

Pie IV, k la fin, voyantcomlden Ics esprits 
^taient c'mus, ecrivit k ses le'gats p-ur leur 
ordonner do ntirer le sujet du litij?e, ot 
d^clara qu'il no fallfiit rien traiter qui pftt 
prov^Kjuer dcs discussions nnijreuses et jeter 
do la ilivision puriui les fivcqut s. II posa 
cetto regie si suge qu*il iie f..llait rien 
ticfei ler que de leur consentement unanime: 
A'e definirenturj nut ea, de quilms inter Patres 
unanimi consennone constiireL* 

\Ai Concile oomprit qu'il avait autre chose 
k fa ire, devant les erreurs <lu temps, que 
dVriger en dogmis des opinions, si respec- 
tables qu*elles fussent, nuds ouitroversees 
parnii les docteurs, et de tictiir des theolo- 
giens catholiques. Kt la discussion fut mise 
de cote, suns donimago oucun pour I'^glise. 

Jc nie souviens tr^-lien, et pluu d*un 
fivequo present a Konie en 1807 pent se le 
ruppeler, qu'une des plus s^ri uses pre'ot-cu- 
pfltions dvj Pio IX, avant de se dec.der k 
c«mvoquer le Concile du VatiCiin, c'etuit 
qu*il n'y surgit quelque question do nature 
k provoqucr dt s discussions orageus* s et des 
divisions tlans r£pi8C<»pat. Muis le Pape 
se souvint de la conduite si suge du Concile 
de Tiente et de Pie IV, et, sur Tesixir 
qu'on ne Toublierait pas au futnr Concile, il 
passu outre 

Kst-ce qu'on penserait que, pour soulever 
et tiancher une questirm aussi delicate que 
celle de la de'finition dogmatique annoncee, 
nous sommes aujourd'hui en des temps plus 
favorables que ceux du C<»ncile de Trente; 
et que nous vivions a une ep(K]ue de foi plus 
vive, et de plu;^ gcnerale houmission k 
rfigiise ! 

» Voir ce recit dans PaUaticini, liv. XIX, ch. XV ; 
et aillfurs eiicure. 



Un autre prudent de sagesse ot do 
mode'ration qu'il faut rappelcr ici. c*est la 
conduite du rape Innocent IX k I'i^gard de 
Bossnct. Quand Bossuet errivit son Expo- 
niton de la doctrine catholique^ apri^ avoir, a 
Turticle de Tautorit^ du Saint-Sie'ge, ^tabli 
fortement la primaut^ de droit divin, la pri- 
mautc' d'honnour et do juridiction de saint 
Pit-rre, et des Papes ses successeurs, il passa 
&OUS silence, express^ment et a dessoin, la 
question de Tinfaillibilite pontlticale. 

*• Quant aux chos* s dont t»n salt qu'on 
dispute dans les ^boles, quoique les MiniBtres 
ne cessent pas de les uUeguer jxmr rendre 
cette puitmuice odieuse., il n'est pas necessaire 
d'en parler ici, puisqu'elles ne sent pas de la 
foi catholique" 

Ce silence re'flechi et calcu'^ k Tendroit 
de rinfaillibilit^ du Pape empecha-t-il In- 
norent XI d'nppmuver Touvrage ? Bien 
loin de Ik; car ce saint Pape adressa k 
Bossuet deux brefs, dans lesiiuels U lefelici- 
tait (Favoir ecrit ce litre avec une methoile et 
une sagestfe bien propres a ramener les tt^r^- 
tiqiies dans la vnie du saiut, et a procurer A 
Vkgliiie les plus grands hiens pour la propaga-, 
tion de la foi orthodoxe, 

liossuet, d'ailleurs, en ^cartant avec soin, 
dans la pensee si sagement expriiuce par 
Innocent XI , le point oontrover*^^, n'avait 
fait qu'imiter le Catdchuime du Concile de 
Trente J'ai lu et relu ce grand Cat^'hisme, 
compost sur Tordre du saint Concile et dea 
8ouvemin8 Pontifes, par les plus c^lbbres 
tlieologiens romuins : je Tai lu, avec la 
pensee expresse de rhereher s'il parlait, oui 
ou non, de I'infaillibilit^ du Pape, et j'ai 
cr)n8tate' qu'il n'en dit pas un seul mot — Et 
il n'en est pas question non plus dans la 
solennelle pmfession de foi, dressee par 
Tordre de Pie IV et insc're'e au pontifical 
romain. 

Enfin, pourquoi ne citorions-nous pes ici 
I'exempie du ve'ncrc? Pie IX lui-m6me? 
On sait qu'il y a deux ans environ, en 1867, 
cent quatrc-vingt-huil m nistres anglicans 
lui ^rivireut |iour Ini temoigner de leur 
bonne volonte, et lui demander les bases 
possibles de I'union. Quo tit le Tres-Saint 
P^re? Dans une rdponse pleine de cluirite 
et do sagefese. il parlu de I'autorit^ do 
rSglise, il parla de la suprcmatie du Pape ; 
mais il ne parla pas de son infaillibilite'. 

Et c'est quand le Saint-Pfere, duns Tins- 
piration de Sf>n noble et pncifique cocur, 
donne de tels exemples de mode'ration et do 
Biigesse, que des journaliHtes, en s'abritant 
derriere le nom ve'ne'r^ qu'ils profunent dans 
do semblables luttes, ont entrepris, k force 
d'afiirmati"ns tranchantes, de ]>i^ser sur 
I'opinion publique, tandis que, du mtme 
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oocaBion de provoquer dee controvereee snr 
lc8 prerogatives pontificalea? Est-ce dans 
cc but, est-ce pour se fiiire declarer infidllible, 
qoe le Saint-P^re a voulu assembler les 
Ev^ues du monde entier? La definition 
de 1 infaillibilite pertionnclle est-elle entr^ 
pour quelque cIiouh dans les motifd et les 
cituses de la convociition du Concile ? Pas 
lu inoins du moiide. 

Quun<! le Pape Pic IX annonga, dans deux 
alU^cutions cel^brcs, aux fiveques rassembl^ 
k Rome en 1867, son projet de oonvoquer un 
Concile oeciim^nique, il ne dit pas un mot 
de lu n^c-ssite ou de Tutilite' de faire ^riger 
en (logijie de foi par la future Assemblee son 
infiiillibilite peruonnelle. 

Et led cinq cents Sveques r^unis alors 
k Kome, dans leur adresse au Saint-Pere, 
en r^ponse k cette communiciition, ne di- 
rent pes non plus un seul mot de cette 
question. 

Enfin, dans la Bulle d'indiction, ou le 
Saint-Pi^re a trac^ si largcment. et am-c un 
si grand Ian gage, le projrmmme du futur 
Concile, il ne iut de nieme nulk-ment parle 
do son inlitiliihilitc pcrsonnelle. 

Non. nulle part, dans aucun des actes du 
Saint-Pero, cetto prdoccnpation de grandir 
son autorite au moyen du Concile et h la 
favour de ce respect dont le monde eutoure 
ses vertus et ses malheurs, n'appamit un 
seul instant. 

Vous le Siivez, Messieurs, c e sont d'autres 
et bit'U grands buts que le Vicaire do Jesus- 
Christ assigne a TAssemblce des repre'sen- 
tants de r!£;:lise ciitholique. 

" Porti r remMe nux maux du siei-le pro- 
sent dans r£glise et la societe," voilk pour- 
quoi lo Pape a oonvoque le Concile ; et de 
la cortes, que de questions pose'es par les 
temps nouveaux, et par la criso actuello ! On 
se deraande de toutes parts nvec anxic'te' bi, 
k une e'poque aussi incertnine — oii d'un mo- 
ment UTautre peuvent surgir dc-s (5vcnenionta 
caipnbles de ditsoudie lo Concile avant qu'il 
ait acbeve' son a>u\Tc — les fivequcs auront 
m^me lo temps de les tmiter. 

Et c'est «u milieu de tant d'urgontos ct 
ncoessaires questions quVm vou<lrait tout a 
coup en Jeter une nouvelle, impr^vue, inat- 
tendue, (rune solution difficile afeBure'mcnt, 
et pleine c'*omgcs ! Et que Ton E'expcK-^Miiit, 
ou snivant lavoie tiacee par bs journalistcs, 
au lieu de cc mngniHque si)ecfa<'lo d'union 
que le monde attend de nuns, a en doimer 
un tout contraire ! 

Ilebis I on jiout prevoir dcjij, u I'Aprete de 
ces debats prcliminaires, ce que cette ques- 
tion, si on Vy jwrtait, pourrait soidever de 
dis<>ussion8 au sein du Concile ! 

Mais i)Ourquoi Vy porter ? Est -co que la 



necessity y force? Kst-oe qoe les p^ls 
temps rimposent ? 

Non. Mais j'entends dire qu'il s'agit 
d'un principe. 

D'un principe ? Kb quoi ! r^pondiai-ji 
mon tour, ce principe, si e'en est nn, es 
done necessaire k la vie de rfiglise, qi 
devienup dogme de fid? Comment alors i 
pli'|uez-vous que I'figlise ait v^cn dix-h 
siecles, suns que ce principe essentiel k 
vie ait ete' dcfini ? Comment cxpliqaex-vc 
qu'elle ait formule' toute sm doctrine, prodi 
tons ses docteurs, condamne toutos les he 
sies, sans cette definition ? De necesbit^ 
n'y en a evidemment aucune ioi, et la ad 
tion de c^tte question n'est pas plus iud 
pensable qu'elle n'etait rdclamce. 

I^ raison, d'ailleurs, en est simp 
L'Sglise est infaillible, et rinfaillibilite' 
rSglise suffit k tout jusqu^ cette hen 
Craignez-vous qu'k I'avcnir elle devicn 
insutlisante, et vous fiatteriez-vons que oe 

3ui ne voudront pas croire k rinfuillibili 
<; rSglise unie au I*ape, croiront pi 
facilement k I'infaillibilite pei-sonnelle 
scparce du Pupe ? 

Est-ce qu'il y a d-ms I'Sglise oatholiq 
un doute sur rinfaillibilite de I'^glisc ? Ei 
ce qu'iri tons ne sont pxs d'accord ? Est- 
que le moindre fidMe ne se sait pas en oomm 
nion avec son pasteur, qui est en communi< 
avec son Eveque, qui est en communi 
avec le Pnpe? Est-ce que oela ne su^t p 
pleinement k la securite' de not re foi? 
dans cet acconl mcrvt ilbux de te'moi«jnag< 
k'S fideles n'ont-ils pas tons une sdre garanl 
contre Terreur ? 

Crnignez-vous que I'Eglise ne puisse pi 
vivre k I'avenir sur lea mdmes bases qui 1 o 
soutenue dans un passe de dix-neuf sit^'les 

Que I ailez-vous done de la n^ceasitd t 
faire dans un Concile une definition no 
velle sur la re>rle do la foi, et de constitu 
dogma tiquement une nouvelle regie de fo 
Quoi ! cVst en notre siecle qu'il diAie 
necessaire d(5 venir mettro cela tn questio 
de toucher k ce principe constitutif, k 
ressort principal de lu vie de I'figlise ! Noi 
aurions e'te consiitu(;s durstnt ttint de sibcl 
d*une fayon dcTectueuse ou incomplete ! 

Apres dix-huit cent soixjintr-dix anne< 
d'enseignement, il faut qu'on en vienne k i 
dcn:ander dans un Concile, qui a le dro 
d*enscigner infailliblement ! Et icla k 
f.;ce du monde inciedule et piotestant qi 
nous regarde ! Non, laissons-lk ces questioi 
que rien n'apprlle. Que des publicisti 
t^me'raires n'aillent pas, avant Theur 
dtonner et desorienter le bon sens des fidel< 
par des controverscs violentes, qui s(>mblei 
vouloir imposer d'avancc ces questions av 
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fiv^nes. Poar moi. Messieurs, ma pensce, 
en la soumettant k mes \4uer4B Collefrues, 
est fonnello sur ce point Qiiund le ohdne 
est vingt fois s^uluire, creuser, poor clier- 
cher le fflaud ori^iiuire sons ses raciiies, 
c'est vouloir ebranler I'urbre eiitier ! 

III. Biais n*y-a-t-il pas dejk, Messiears, 
des preoetients d^isifs ptior cette question 
d'opportuiiite qui nous occape? Je ra|i- 
pellerai d'abord la sage conduite du Concile 
de Trente et du Pape Pie lY. 

An fond, du temps du Concile de Trente, 
la question qui pussionna ai vivemeut Ic-s 
esprits, et fut mimo sur le point d'amoi.er 
la dissolution du Conoile, cVtiiit, sous une 
autre forme, car les quest itins ne revienneiit 
jamnis absolumeiit sons les nicines formes, 
eelle-lk mcmc dont nous traitons ici. 

Comment oublier nvec quelle s.igt'sse le 
Saiiit-^i^gre sut ecarter le peril do ces con- 
troverses en ecartunt le li^bat ? 

Pie iy,k la fin. voyautoomliien Ics esprits 
^taicnt emus, ecrivit k ses le'gats p>ur leur 
ordonner de rt-tirer le sujet du liti^e, ct 
d<k;l>ira qu*il ne fallait ricu traitor qui pdi 
jjmvoquer des discussions omjreuses (t jeter 
de la division parmi les Svcqui s. 11 posa 
cette regie si suge qu'il iie f..llait rien 
deci ler que de leur oonsentement unanime : 
A> drfinireutury niiiea, de quibw inter Patret 
unanimi ronsetmone eoMtdiret* 

liO Concile comprit qu'il avait autre chose 
h fiiire, dovant les erreurs du tempa, que 
d'criger en dogmis des opinions, si respec- 
tables qu*elles fussent, m.iis controversees 
panui les docteurs, et de tictiir des theolo- 
g^ens catholiques. Kt la diseussion fut miso 
de cote, sans donimage ancun pour Tfiglise. 

Je me souviens tr^-bien, et plus d'un 
fiveque pr^nt & liome en ]8(>7 pent se le 
nipp^ler, qu'unc des plus se'ri uses prc<x*cu- 
pations do Pio IX, avant do se decider k 
oi>nvoquer le Concile du Vatican, c*etuit 
qu*il n*y surgft quelque qucHtion de nature 
k piovoqucr des discussions urageuses et des 
divisions dans T^piscopat. Mais le Pape 
se souvint de la oouduite si sage du Concile 
de Tiente et de Pie IV, et, sur Tcsptir 
qu'un ne Toublierait pas an futur Concile, il 
passa outre 

Kst-oe qu'on penseniit que, pour soulever 
et tiancher une question aussi delicate que 
celle de la definition dogmatique annoncc'c, 
nous sommes aujourd*hui en des teinps plus 
favombles que reux du Concile de Trente: 
et que nous vivions a une op<M|ue de foi plus 
vive, et de plu^ ge'nerale boumission k 
rfigiise ! 

1 Voir ce recit danA PaUavkini, liv. XIX, ch. XV ; 
ct ailleurs eucurv. 



Un autre pr^oc^ent de sagcsse et de 
mode'ration qu*il faut rappelcr iei. c'est la 
conduite du Pape Innocent IX k regard de 
Bossuet. Quand Bossuet errivit sou Expo- 
sition de la doctrine catholiquey apr^ avoir, a 
rurtiole de Tautorit^ du 8aint-Siege, ^tabli 
fortement la primaut^ de droit divin, la pri- 
mautc d*honneur et de juridiction de saint 
Pierre, et des Papos ses suocesseurs, il pa^sa 
sous silence, express^ment et a dcssein, la 
question de I'infaillibilit^ pontificale. 

** Quant aux obosi s dont on sait qu*on 
dispute dins les ^ooles, quoique les Ministres 
ne cessent pas de les allc^guer pour rendre 
cette j/uiManee odieiue, il n'est pas necessaire 
d*en parler ici, puisqu*elles ne sent pas de la 
foi catholique.** 

Ce silence re'fi^bi et calcuM k Fendroit 
de rinfaillibilite du Pape empccha-t-il In- 
norent XI d'appmuver Touvrago? Bien 
loin de Ik; car ce saint Pape adressa k 
Bossuet deux brefs, dans ]eft]uels il le feliei- 
fait (Tavoir icrit re litre avec une methwle et 
une sagesite bien propren a ramener les h^r^- 
timte* dans la vide du salut^ et a procurer a 
V k'gliMe les plus grands hiens pour la propaga-, 
tion de la foi orthodoxe, 

iiossuet, d'ailleurs, en ^cartunt avec soin, 
dans lu pensee bi sagement expriiuee par 
Innocent XI , le point oontroveri^, n'avait 
fiiit qu'imiter le Catechunne da Concile de 
Trente J*ai lu et relu ce grand Cat^'hisme, 
compose' sur Tordre du saint Concile et dea 
8ouvemins Pontifes, par les plus c^^bres 
tlicologiens romnins : je I'ai lu, aveo la 
pensee exprosse de chen-her s'il parlait, oui 
on non, de rinfaiilibilit<$ du Pape, et j'ai 
constat^ qu'il n*en dit pas un sent mot — Et 
il n*en est pas question non plus dans la 
solen nolle profession de foi, drt-saee par 
Tordrc de Pie IV et inscree an pontifioul 
romain. 

Knfin, pourquoi ne citerions-nous pes ici 
Texemple du vc'ne'rd Tie IX lui-m^me? 
On sait qu*il y h deux ans environ, en 18t>7, 
cent quatre-vin;:t-huil m!nistres anglicans 
lui ecrivireut )iour Ini temoi^ner de leur 
bonne volonte', et lui demander les bases 
possibles de Tunion. Que fit le Tr^-Saint 
P^re? Dans une rdponse pleine do charite' 
et do sflgchse, il parla de I'autorit^ do 
r^glise, il parla de la suprdmatie du Pape ; 
mais il ne parla pas de son infuillil.ilild. 

Et c'est quund le Saint-P^re, duns Tins- 

Siration de 8«>n noble et pnciflque cceur, 
onne de tels exemples de m(xleration et de 
»igesse, que des journal ihtes. en s*abritant 
derriere le nom venere' qu'ils profunent dans 
do semblubles luttes, ont entrepris, k force 
d'ufflrmati' ns tranchantes, de j>cser sur 
Topinion publique, tandis que, du mime 
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ooupf oomme sUls voulaient iniimiclcr Its 
Ev^ues et leur fermor la b*«uche, ils tien- 
nent suspemlues au-dessus de leure tdtes di s 
insultes pleines de violence et de fiel ! 

Je puis leur dire : Vous ne connaissez ni 
Pie li, lii rfipisoopat. 

IV. Nous parlious de nos fibres des com- 
munions s^par^es. C'est en effet quand on 
Be pLice a leur point de vue, quo lu question 
d*une definition de rinfaillibilit^persounelle 
du Pape pi»r»iSt surtout grave et pi rilleuse. 

Qu'on y songe : il y a 75 mill ons de 
Chretiens orientaux separe's; il y u pres de 
90 millions de protcstunts de toutes nuances. 
Certes, 8*il est un int^ret suptdmo pour 
r£gl se, un voBU ardent de tons les ciKurs 
vraiment catholiques, c'est bicn le re tour k 
I'unite de tant do frl-res sortis du giron do 
la m^me m^re, et uujourd'hui cloignes de 
nous. Voilk la grande cause pour laquelle 
il faudrait etre prcts, tons, a d tnner son 
sang, et trembler k Li seule pensee de ce qui 
pourrait la mettre en peril. Ausbi quelles 
invitations pressautes du Saint-Pere aux 
Sglises oiieniales! Quel uppel aux com- 
munions protestantes I 

Eh bien, qu'est-ce qui se'pure do nous les 
Orientuux? La hupr^matie du Papc. lis 
ne veulent ptis la rcconn.iitro commo do 
droit divin. C*est le point sur lequel on n'a 
jamais pu, ni apr^ Lyon, ni apr^ Florence, 
los decider se'rieusement, etticiicemeut, et 
amener un retour durable. 

Kt voilk quit cette difficulte, insurmon- 
table jusqu*k ce jour, qui les tient depu s 
neuf stales separes de r£glise ct de nous, 
on voudridt ajouter une ditUcult^ nouvelle et 
beaucoup plus grande, clever e'ltro eux et 
nous une barri^re qui n*a jnmais existe, en 
un mot leur imposer un dogme dont on ne 
leur parla jamaiH, les meni9.mt, B*ils ne 
I'accepteut pai^, d'un nouvel auatlii^mo! 

Car, ee n ( st plus seulonient la primaute' 
de juridicti(»n quMls divront reconiinltro, 
c'est rinfuillibilite' personnello du Pupe, " en 

DEHORS ET 8KPABK>l£yT DU C0BP8 EriS- 
OOIAL.*'* 

8e pourrait-il, je le demnnde,— et ici je 
r^p^te simplement ce que le bon sens a deja 
inspire k ceux qui ont voulu y reiiechir, — so 
pourra!t-il, vis-k-vis des E^lihcs Orientates 
s^par^es, rien de plus contrudictoire qu'une 
telle conduite, etdomoins pcrsu.sif qu'un tel 
langage: **Nous vous invitons a profiler do 
la grande occasion du Concilc a'cume'nique, 
pour vous exj)liquer et vous entendre avec 
nous. MhIs vuici auparavant ce que nous 
nllons fairc : dlever un nouveau mur do 
separation, une nouvelle et plus haute 
> MoDflctgneur Blanning. 



barri^re entro vous et nous. Un foes^ nons 
Ke'i)sue; nous aliens en fairo un abime. 
Vous vous etes refuses jusqu'k pr<?.->ent a re- 
connaitre la simple Primaute do juridiction 
du Pontife Romain ; nous allons vous obligor 
pi e'alablement a croire bien autre cl.ose, et k 
admettre ce que jusqu'ici des docteurs 
ciiiholiques tux-mcmes n*oiJt pas admis : 
nous uUons erip:er en dopno une di^trimi 
bien plus obseuie, pour vous, duns Pficrituie 
et dans la Tradition, quo le dogme mcnie 
lion encore accepte' par vous, a savoir, 
liiifaillibilite' persounelle du Papo, seul, 

INDEl'ENDAMMENT ET SETAREMKNT DE8 

EvfigiES. Voila d.ins quelles cnnditiuns 
nous venons vous proposer Tentcnte." 

Parlor ainsi, no serait-ce pt^s vraiment une 
derision? Kt no sernit-ce pas aussi un mul- 
heur? nppeler ct eloigner on meine temps ? 

Cos ooiiside'iations devront frapi>er eiieoro 
plus si Ton reflechit ii Te'tat dV'sprit des 
clire'liens t^cidsmatiques de TOrient. I-ors- 
qu*on traito avec les hommcs, il faut bien 
savuir oil ils tu sont. Or, sur ce point, uii 
en sont nos frcres t-e'pare's ? 

lis en sont restes prcTi>ement aux temps 
du schisme, au IX siecie. Ils u'ont jJas 
mnnhe' depuin. lis ne connaissient pas les 
coutroverses qui se sont agiteos sur ces 
mat. ores dans Tfigliso Occidentale. Ils 
n*ont lu ni Bossuet, ni Uellarmin, ni Mel- 
chior Chuo. Kt, qui Ique conviction perj^on- 
ntlle qu'on puissr avoir sur linfaillibilite' du 
Pontife Ilomain, it faut bien rec/)nnaitre que 
le IX sieelo etait loin d'etre di.-pote a la 
definition d*un ttl dogme. En fait, jusque- 
li«, les Conciles etaieut lu grsiude fomit- de 
la vie doTl^giise; il s'en assemlilait tarns 
c<ssi;; toute.^ Its plus grand, s detinitions 
dogmatiques avaient etc' rendues* n Concile, 
Les Grecs ne sont done en rien prei>ares k 
la de'finition qu'on voudrait leur taire im- 
poser par le Concile du Vatican. Ma orm- 
viction profondo est qu'un deaefl'etseertaiins*, 
inevitables, d'une telle de'fiuilion, tierait de 
faire reeuler bien loin la reunion des figlises 
OiientilcH. Une telle conside'ration ne 
j>araitra leg<re k aucun do ceux qui savent 
le prix des ^mcs. 

Un fait recent nioutre si la crainto que 
nous exprimons* ici est sans fondement : 
c'est la re'i)Ousefaite kl'envoyedu Souvcr..in- 
Ponlife par lo vicAiie ge'ne'nil du Putriarcho 
schismafique de Constantinople. Paimi les 
misons alleiiuees par lui pour decliner riii- 
vitation venue de Kome.se trouvait celle-ci : 
que •* rfiglise grecque ne pi ut reeonnaitre 
rinfiiillibilite du Pape, et sa superiorite ^u^ 
lis CimiiKs a'cumeniques."* 



' Cihlta ra tnlica, clironiquc da Concile.— Cite par 
5luiMiigneur I'Erdqae de Urvnoble. 
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Les sohismatiqueB arm^Diens parlont le 
mdme lan^pro, et j'ai eu sous les yeux un 
journal armenien qui pretend que si Rome 
les invite au Concile, c'est " pour leur im- 
poser rinfuillibilite du Pape. * 

On dim peut-etre : Mais de quoi vous prcoo- 
cupcz-vous? Les Schisnuitiqiics ne veu- 
lent pas de 1* union. Qu'importe entre eux et 
nous une barriere de plus! — Je suis loin, 
P'.>ar ma part, de perdre ainsi Tesperanco, 
ct sans counaltre les desselns do Dicu bur 
les petiples, je ne me orois pas peimis do 
sccllcr ainsi lu tombe de ces antiques nations 
chre'tienne.'S,— surtout quantl je viens k pens-r 
que daijs cette tombe, dans co 8.)1 de TOiicnt, 
reporfimt des ccndres comme cellos des 
Athanase, des Cyrill»*, des liasile, des Gre- 
goire, doA Chrysosiomo, melees a celles d.?s 
Paul, des AutoinOjdes Hilnrion, des Pacom-j, 
et d(.« tant d'autres saints h jamais illustrus. 

Mais quand ci>la serait, quand aucun 
souffle de Uiou ni auoun effort des h -mmes 
ne devrait rappeler de Tcrrour qui les a 
perduH ces vicux pcuples de TOrieut, no;i, 
alois memo jo ne croirais pas qu*il t'ftt do la 
chiiritc de J^c>u8-Clirist, et de la mission 
d*nn grand Concile, de les ^loi^ior da vantage, 
ot do Kur rendre le retour plus difficile. 

J*ai cu souvent Thoureuse occasion de 
nrcntrotenir longuement des iutcrets de ces 
antiques ^gliscs, avec les £vequGS orientauz 
qu'il m*a ^te donne' do rencontror a Uome 
dans nos grandes re'uni«»ns ; et en outre, une 
corresi)on»lance |>articuli^re, active, avec 
plusienrs d'enti-o eux, m'a permis de oon- 
noitro un ptu Tetut des csoses. 

Ce que j'ai appris d*eux, c'est ceci : un 
grand d^air du rapprocht-ment. — Oui, dans 
cet immobile Oiient. beauooup d*&me8 bont 
travaillees par ces aspirations. — Et, en m£mo 
temps, de vivos suscoptibilites, pour les 
inoindres details <le louis vieillea coutumes : 
k rombioii plus forte raison, pour ce qui est 
des grandes questions dogm.itiques. 

Ci rtes, lo Concile de Tfi-nte out une tout 
autre conduiie, et des me'iiagements bien 
autrem:Tit dignes del'lSglise de Jdsus-Christ 
vis-;i-vis dod %lise8 oiieutdes, et ccla, dans 
une question d*une capitale importance. 
I'out the'oldgien sait comment, h la demande 
dos ambiis.<adeurs veniiieiis, lo famcux canon : 
Si quU dizerit Ecclenaiu errark, cbef- 
d'oouvre do prudence tlieolog^que ot de 
churite, fut temper^ do mani^re, tout-k-la- 
t'ois, a maintenir la verity et k manager les 
Orientuux. 

V. La question est plus de'licato encore en 
CO qui toucho lo Protrstantisme. Ci«r le 
schisme orientid, du moins, admet Tautoritd 
des Coucilcs oecuDieui<iue8 — do ccux qu'il 



rcgarde commetels— et Tautoritede rfiglise, 
dont il so persuade faire toujours partie. 
Tandis quo le Protestantisme n*admet pas 
Cftte autorit^. Lk, sur ce point pr^is it 
decis.f, Tautorite de rfigliso est la gmnde 
coutroveiso outre lui et nous. Le Protee- 
tantisme oat avant tout la ne'gation de 
Tautoritd de r%lise. Dans ce priucipe de 
division est son essence, sa plaie futale. Et 
c'est ce que beaucoup de n is tr^res adpards 
commend nt k entievoir. lis senfent qu'un 
prineipe qui i)erniet la divisi .n k Tinflni, 
qui jHirmet memo do nV»tre plus cbre'tien 
tout eu demouraut toujours protestant, ne 
pout pas etro lo vrai prineipe chidiien. De 
la ce travail qui so fuit au 8e<n du Protes- 
tautisme, ces giands et oonsolants retours, 
dont surtout TAngleterre ct TAmcnque 
nous donnent lo spectacle, tt ces aspimtions 
vers Tuni .n, qui sont, je lo aiis, au coeur de 
tant d<' PrntOdtauts. 

Qui, parmi nous, no compatit h ce travail 
et k ces soufirances de tant d'&mes ? Qui 
ne les appelle avec amtiur? Qui ne prie 
av- c illes ? ear elles prieut, je le sals encore, 
pour ce grand tt supreme inte'.et, Tunion des 
Egliscs ehretionnes. "Nous sommes,** me 
disait k Orl^ns mdme le docteur Puscy, il 
y a deux ans, *' buit mille on Angloterro, 
qui prions, cbaque jour, pour Tunion.'* 

All ! si les rapprochements tant desir^ 
p-trvenaient enfiu k so faire! Si TAngl^- 
terre surtout, la graudo AngUterre, se re- 
toumait un jour vers nous ! De toutes les 
r^onciliations que le monde a vues, ce 
Bcrait assure'ment la plus beureuse et la plus 
fi^nde. Jo le disaL-t, dans ce livro de la 
touveraineie pontificale, 4cni en quelque 
sorte sous le feu des luttes pour le Saint- 
Sidgt', je le disais uvcc oonfianoe auz 
Anglais maitrt^s d'eux-m^mes et de leiirs 
pre'jug^ : ** Vous avez ete', il y a trois 
sitelis, les plus redoutables oimemis do 
I'unite : quel honneur il y aurait pour vous 
k ramcner en Kuroi>e Tunit^ ! Cet e'tendard 
de la Catiiolicit6 cbretienno, oommu il si^rait 
k vos mains de le relover, et k vos vaisscaux 
do le p<»rter par-doU les m. rs sur toutes les 
terios quo xom visitez ! Heureux ceux 
k qui il sera donne do voir cos temps 
meiileurs, qui peut-4tre ne sont pas ^oign^ 1" 

Eh bien ! lo Concile a ranim^ chez un 
grand numbre d'j lam l'rere.> s^pares, 1 1 cbez 
nous, oes es|j^ranfes. Ah! sans doute, on 
doit le c a'udre, elles ne siTout pas toutes 
r^alise'es. Mais au moins, d*'8 retourspar- 
tii Is peuvent so voir, et en grand nombre ; 
surtout une puissanto impulsion pent dtre 
donne.'. Lo temps, avo.; la gr&ce do Dieu, 
ferait lo reste. 

Que du moins le C<mcilo, pour ceux k qui 

t2 
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coup, oomme s'ilfl voulaient intimider Its 
Ev^ues et leur fcrmer la bouclie, ils tieii- 
neut Buspendues au-dcssus de leurs tetes di s 
iDBiUtes pleincB de violence et de fiel ! 

Je puis leur dire : Youb ne oonnaiBsez ni 
Pie IX, lii rEpiaoopat. 

IV. Noufl parlions de noe fibres dea oom- 
luunioDB B^par^. C'est en effet quand on 
Be place a leur point de vue, que la question 
d'une definition de rinfaillibilit^ personnelle 
du Pape paraSt surtout grave et piTilleuse. 

Qu*on y songe: il y a 75 niillona de 
Chretiens orientaux 8Cj)are8 ; il y u pres de 
90 mUlionB de protestants de t^utes nuances. 
Certes, 8*il est un int^rct supieme pf>ur 
rSgl se, un voDU ardent de tt»u» les c^L'ura 
vraiment catholiqut-s, c'est liien le retour k 
Tunite de tant de frurcs sortis du giron do 
la lodme m^re, et aujourd'hui eloignes de 
nous. Voilk la grande cause pour laquelle 
il faudrait etre prcts, tons, a d>nner s^n 
sang, et trembler k la seule pensde de ce qui 
pourrnit la roettre en peril. Ausbi quellcs 
invitations pressuntes du Saint- Pero aux 
Sglises oiientalesl Quel uppel aux com- 
munions protcstanU'S ! 

Eh bleu, qu'est-co qui separe de nous les 
Orientaux? La tupn^matio du Pape. lis 
ne veulent pos la rcc(.»nnjilro comme de 
droit divin. Cost le iK)int sur lequel on n'a 
jamais pu, ni aprcs Ly<»n, ni aprtis Florence, 
les d^ider serieusement, olliciicement, et 
amener un retour durable. 

Et voilk qu*k cetto difficult^, insurmon- 
table jusqu*k co jour, qui les tient depu s 
neuf sidles separes de rSglise et de nous, 
on voudrait ajouter une ditUculte nouvelle et 
beaucoup plus grande, clever entre eux et 
nous une barri^ro qui n'a jumuis existe, en 
un mot leur iuiposer un dr^gme dont on ne 
leur paila jamniH, les meni<;.int, b*ils ne 
Taoceptent yaa, d'un nouvel anati.eme! 

Car, ce n t st plus sculcaient la primaute' 
de juridictit»n qu'ils divront reconnaitro, 
c'est rinfaillibilite personnelle du Pape, " en 

DEHORS ET 8EPAREMEXT DU CX)BP8 EllS- 
OOIAL.*** 

Se pourrait-il, je le demande,— et ici je 
r^ptite simplement cc que le bon sens a dt^a 
inspire k ceux qui out voulu y reilechir, — se 
pourrait-il, vis-a-vis des E^cHhcs Orientalcs 
B^parees, rieu de plus contradictoire qu'uuc 
telle conduite. etdemoins per8U..8if qu un tcl 
langage : **Nous vous invitons a profiter de 
la grande occasion du Concile a'cunienique, 
pour vous exj)liquer et vous entendre avec 
nous. MrIs vuici aupuravant ce que nous 
nllons fairc : dlever un nouveau mur de 
B^paration, une nouvelle et plus huute 
> Mon8"igiieur Manning. 



barri^re entre vous et nous. Un foea^ nous 
separe; nous aliens en faire nn abtme. 
Vcuis vcms fetes refus^ jusqu'k pr^tent ii r©- 
connaitre la simple Primaute de juridictim 
du Pontife llomain ; nous allon^t ▼oua obliger 
pi^alablement k croire bien autre clioee, et k 
admettre ce que jusquHci dea docteun 
catholiques eux-momes n'ont pas admis: 
nous uUons drijrer en dogme une dc^striotf 
bien plus oLscuie, jKJur vous, dans rficritaie 
et duns la Tradition, que Je dogme mfme 
lion encore accepts par vous, k savoir, 
rinfaillibilite* personnelle du Tape, aeul, 

IXD^PENDAMMEKT ET SEPAREMKNT DM 

fivfegiES. Voila d;ms quelles conditiuDS 
nous venons vous proposer Ten ton te." 

Parler ainsi, ne serai t-ce pr^s vraiment une 
de'rislon ? Kt ne serait-ce pas auasi un mal- 
heur? appeler et eloigner en nifeue tempa? 

Ces ooiiside'i-ations devront frapper encore 
plu:», si r(»n re'flechit a Te'tat d'eaprit dea 
clire'lieus bchismatiques de TOrient. Lors- 
qu\)n traite avec les hommt^s, il faut bien 
savuir oil ils t-n sont. Or, sur ce point, ok 
en sont nos fK*res fe^pare's ? 

lis en Bont restes prerihcment aux tempa 
du schisme, an IX biecle. lis n'ont pna 
manh^ depuirf. lis ne connaissjeiit pas lea 
contro verses qui se sont sgitees but cca 
mutcres dans Tfiglise Occidentale. 11b 
n'ont In ni Bussuet, ni Bellarmin, ni Mel- 
chior Cuno. Kt, quilquo convicti«)n f»er>>on- 
nelle qu'on puis.s«' avoir sur rinfaillibilite du 
Pontife Uomain, it faut bien reconnaitro que 
le IX siecle e'tait loin d'etre di^po^^ k hi 
dc'linititni d'un ttl dogme. En fait, jusque- 
Iji, les Conciles c'taient lu grande forme de 
la vie der^giise; il s*en ussemblait suns 
cc-ssr ; touted les pins grand, s de'tiniti'^ns 
dogniatiques avuient e'te rendues t-n Concile. 
Les Cirecs ne sont done en rien prejxares k 
la definition qu'on voudrait leur faire im- 
poser jjar le Concile du Vatican. Ma oon- 
vittion profonde est qu'un de^j effets eertuins, 
inevitables, d'une telle de'tinilion, serait de 
faire reeuler bien loin la reunion des figlises 
Oiient.ilert. Une telle conside'raliou ne 
I«raitra le'g«*re k aucun de ceux qui savent 
le prix des &mrs. 

Un fait recent niontre si lu crainte que 
nous exprimtais ici est sans fondcment ; 
c'est la rei)ouso faile k I'envoyedu Souven.in- 
Pontife i)ar le vicAiie ge'ndml du Putriarcho 
schismatiqno de G instant inople. Pajnii les 
niisons alle;L,'ueeB par lui pour decliner Tiii- 
vitation venue de Kome.se trouvait celle-ci: 
que ** I'figlise grecque ne ptut reconnuitre 
rinfuillibilite du Pape, et «a supcriorite ^u^ 
Its CouiiliB tt'cume'niques."' 

1 Cirilti Cainlica, chronique da Cooctle.— Cit* par 
MutitM igncur TEr^iae de (Jrvnoble. 
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Les BohiBmatiques arm^niens parlont le 
meme lan^^, et j*ai eu sous lee yeux un 
journal armcfDioo qui pretend que si Koine 
les invite au Concile, c'ost " pour leur im- 
poser rinfiiillibilite du Tape. * 

On dira peut-etre ; Mais de (luui vous preoc- 
ciipez-vous? Les SchiBmatiques ne vou- 
Icnt pas de Tunion. Qu'importe entre cux et 
nous une barricro de plus ! — Je suis loin, 
pimr ma part, de perdre ainsi I'espcranco, 
et sans connaitre les desseins de Dieu bur 
led peuples, jo ne me croid pas pei-mis do 
scellcr ainsi hx tombe deccs antiques nations 
clii-e'tienn«j,— surtout quand je viens k pons..r 
que duns cette tombe, dans cc 8«>1 do rOriont, 
reposi-ut des cendres cnnune celles dos 
Atkanase, des Cyrilb*, des Basilo, des Gie- 
goiro, dcA Cbrysosiumo, nidldos a celles d.js 
Paul, dis Antoine, dos Hilarion, des Pacom-*, 
et d(* ttint d'autres saititd h jamais illustrcs. 

Mais quand cA& serait, quand aucun 
souffle de Diou ni aucun effort des h'mmes 
ne devrait rappeler de rerrour qui les a 
pordus COS vieux pcufdes de TOrieut, no:i, 
aloi« memo je ne croirais pas qu*ll tUt de la 
cburite de J^us-Christ, et de la mission 
d'un <;mi id Concile, de les eloi^er da vantage, 
et lie kur rendre le retour plus difficile. 

J'ai eu souvent Theureuse occasion de 
nrentretoair longuement des iutercts de ces 
antiques fi^liscs, avec les fivcqucs orientaux 
qu'il m*a ^t^ donn^ de rencontrer k Kome 
dans nos grandes reunions ; et en outre, uuo 
corresiwmlanoe particuli^re, active, aveo 
plusienrs d'entre eux, m'a permis de con- 
naitre un p<u T^tat des csoses. 

Ce que j*ai appris d'eux, cV-st ceci : un 
grand de^ir du rapproclit-ment. — Qui, dans 
cot inmiobile Oiient, beaucoup d'imes bont 
travaillees par ces aspirations. — Et, en memo 
lenii)6. de vivos suscoptibiiites, pour K-s 
inoindres details de leuis vieilles eoutumes : 
k oombien plu.s forte niison, pour ce qui est 
des grandes questions dogin.iliqups. 

C« rtes, le (Joncilo de Trmte eut une tout 
autre eomiuiie, et des meiiagoiiients bien 
autrem;>nt dignes do I'Sglise do Jc'sus-Christ 
vLs-u-vis des figlises oiiontilcs, et Cihi, dans 
une question d'une ctipitale importance. 
Tout tiieologien salt coniiuont, h la demande 
des amb.issadeurs veniiieus, le fameux canon : 
Si quia dixerit Eotjltwuim eruakk, cbef- 
d*oouvre de prudence tlieolog^que et do 
cliarite, fut temper^ do mani^re, tout-k-lu- 
I'ois, a maintenir la verity et h me'nager les 
Orientaux. 

V. La question est plus dc'licate encore eu 
ce qui touclie \v Pr(>t«.>8tantisine. Ci'r le 
s<?liisme orientttl, du moins, admet Tautoritc 
des Couciles (ecuuicni(|ues — de ceux qu'il 



rcgarde cummetels— et Tautoritede Tfiglise, 
di*nt il so persuade faire toujours partie. 
Tandis que le l^rotestantisme n'admet pas 
Cette uutorite. Lk, snr ce point pr^is it 
decis.f, Tuutorit^ de rSglist; est la grsnde 
con trover so entre lui et nous. Le Protes- 
tantisme eat avant tout la negation de 
I'autoritd de TEglise. Dans oo priucipe de 
division est son essence, sa plaie t'atale. £t 
c*est ce que beaucoup de n is (rt^res se'par^ 
eommenci nt k cntievoir. Us sen tent qu'un 
priucipe qui permet la divisi >u k Tinflni, 
qui jKiiTuet mcuie do n'otre plus chre'lien 
tout en demeurant toujours protcstant, ne 
pent pas 6tre le vrai pr ncipe chie'iien. De 
la ce travail qui so fuit au so^n du Protes- 
tantieme, ces giands et consolants rctours, 
dont surtout TAngleterre ct rAmcrique 
nous donnent le spectacle, et ees ospimtious 
vers I'uni .n, qui sont, je le &iis, au cceur de 
tunt df PrdtOdUnts. 

Qui, parmi nous, ne compatit k ce travail 
et k ces sr>uffrances de taut d'ftmcs ? Qui 
ne les appello avec um:)ur? Qui ne prie 
av' c cllcs y ear elles prion t, je le sals encore, 
pour ce grand et supreme inte'.ct,runion des 
Eglises elirctiennes. "Nous sommes,** me 
disait k Orleans mdme le doctour l^isry, il 
y a deux aus, *• huit mille en Angleterru, 
qui prions, cbaque jour, pour I'union." 

Ah ! si les rapp^)chemcnt8 tant desir^ 
parvenaiont enfin k se faire! Si TAngl^- 
terre surtout, la grande Angbterro, se re- 
toumait un jour vers nous I De toutes les 
reconciliations que le monde a vues, ce 
sorait assurement la plus beureuse et la plus 
feconde. Jo le dis.ii:<, dans ee livre de la 
touverainete pontificale, 6crii en qnelque 
porte sous le feu des luttes pour le Saint- 
Siegi', je le disais uvt'C coniianoe aux 
Anglais maltres d'eux-mdmes et de leiirs 
pre'jug^ : ** Vous avez e'te', il y a trois 
bieclts, les plus redoutables ennemis de 
Tunite : quel honneur il y aurait pour vous 
k ramener en Europe Tunite ! Cot e'tendani 
de laCatliolicite cliretienno, cumme il si^rait 
a vos mains de le relever, et k vns vaisscaux 
de le portiT piir-del.t les mt rs sur toutes les 
terics que vou^ visitez I Ilcureux ceux 
k qui il sera donn^ dc voir ees temps 
meilleurs, qui peut-ctre ne sont pas eloign^ r* 

Eh bien ! In Cuneile a ranime' chez un 
grand nombro d-j nos freroj sc'pares, 1 1 chez 
nous, ces eB)>crances. Ah ! sans doute, on 
doit le c andre, elles ne serout pas toutes 
realisees. Mais uu moins, ih-B rutoursjpar- 
ti« Is peuvent w? voir, et en grand nombre ; 
surtout une puissante impulsion pent €tre 
ilonnd*. Lo temps, ave.t la gr&ce de Dieu, 
feniit le rcste. 

Que du moins le Concile, pour ceux k qui 

t2 
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(lo^'matiquc du 1 in 'utllibilitc pcrsonm-llu 
du Pape, loin du Hiipprimcr lo:^ dcfiancej 
aucienncs, ne fc-rait qu'eii raviver los caased, 
ou, si 1*011 veut, IcB ^terneU pr^textea, en 
leurdonnant nne nppnrence de plus? 

Quels sent, en etfet, ces prdtextes ? Gertes, 
je ne pretends en rieii joHtifier ici los (^ou- 
vememeuts : presque tonjoiirs. presqne yai- 
tout, ils ont voulu opprimcr lEgHso; nuiis 
il fiiut voir If 8 hniiimcd ct ics clioses commo 
ils Hont. 

II y a d'abord ici les souvenirs du passd. 

Ku declarant le Pape infaillibli\ pourront 
s ; demandor les Souverains, le de'clareru-t-on 
impeccable ? Non. La declaration qu'on 
provoque no devaiit rieii ajoiiter ni ro- 
trancher a co qui est, k ce qui fut, « o (jui 
b'ebt dejk vu so i)Ourra voir encore. Or on 
a vu, n faut le dire avrc re?pect et avcc 
tristodse, mais 11 faut ie dire,— oar riiistoin^ 
V condamiie, et Baronius lui-m6ui -, le grand 
hibtoriogmphe de I'fi^lise romnine, nous 
enseigne qu*il ne faut pas, en histoiro, did- 
simulcr Li vdrite' ; ' or, on a vu dans ct-tto 
longue et incomimrablo serie dcs Pontifes 
romains, quolquea Papos, en petit nombre, 
mais en tin, il y en a eu, des Piqx^s qui tn.) 
soiit nioiitres faibles, des Papos ambitieux. 
des Pnpes entre]jrenants, conlond-int le 
spirituel et le lemporel, affoctant dos prd- 
tentions domiiiatrices but les couronnes. 
On n'est pns assure d'avoir, dans t )ute la 
suite des si^Ks, un Pio IX sur le truno 
pontifical. 

NVst-il pas naturel do penser que, si le 
P»»pe est proclame infiillible, ces reflexions 
se prescnterunt (relles-inein s aux Gouvemi- 
rai ntd d'aujourd'liui ? Et deja, n*e^t-il pas 
inutile, et, je Tajouterai, tres-clangeroux de 
rc'veillcr de tels souvenirs ? Certes, co nNst 
pas moi qui les reveille! mais pourquoi 
d'iinprud(*ntH avoctits do la Papautc hc 
donncnt-ils tons les jours la tiiste mission 
de les re'veiller, et do les envciiiincr f 

Mais, en outre, on se demandera sur quels 
objrts 8*»xercera cctte inf:iilllbilite prrtion- 
nello. Quand il n'y aurait que les matit^res 
mixfcs, ou les conllits furcnt t)UJours si 
fri'qucnts, quollos sont ici les limites ? Qui 
les determiuera? Le spirituel ne touclie- 
t-il pas au teraporel do tons ctjte's? Qui 
persuadera aux Uouvememeiits que lu Pape 
ne passern plus, jamais, dans aueuii en- 
trainenient, du spirituel au tcmporel? Des 
lors, la proclamation du nouveau dognje ne 
para!tra-t-elle i>ns, non aux tlicologiens 
babiles, mais aux Gouvomements, qui ne 
sont pas tbd logiens, consacrer, dans le 

' Kt il Huffit do lln» dans pm Annulet I'histoiif du 
dixicme blesle pour v. Ir que lui-niPnio no la di!»KiDiul>> 
pjw. 



Papo, sur des matiens peu definies et 
parr«.is non definissabbs, une puissanee 
illindie'e, sonveraine, sur tons lours sojvts 
catboliijues, et, pour eux GuuvomemenK, 
d'autant plus sujette aux ombrages, que 
Tabus leur pamitr.i toujours possible? 

A lors on se souvieudra des doctrines 
formule'es, sinon definios, dans des Bullet 
ce'lebres. 

Certes, ce n'est pas moi qui ai la molndre 
en vie de de'fendre ici Philippe-le-l*cl et ■;« 
imit>iteurs. MhIs enfin, dans la BuUe r7ficMi 
9anciam, par ex em pie, B tniface Vill ne 
declare-t-U pas quM y a deux glitves, le 
spirituel et le te]nix)rel, que ce dernier aueri 
af»partient a Pierre, et que le succosseur de 
I*ii'rre a ie droit (rin>tituer et do juger lee 
souverains? FoUstas spiritualis Urrenam 
potesiatem instituere hubet etjudicure. 

Kt dans la MuUe AuscitUa fili, il deman- 
dait au Koi d'euvoyer k Ituino les An.*he- 
vequos et ies l^ve«^ues de Franoe, avec loi 
abbes, etc., ;>OMr y trailer de t*mt ce qm 
paraitrait utile au hon gouvememeMt d% 
ruyauiuede Frarwe. 

Et aprbs meme quo le ])r)testautiiime fat 
venu changer si profonde'ment letat de 
TEurope, Paul 111, dans la fameuse Bnlle 
qui excommuniait Ilenri VIII, ne deliait-il 
pas de leur serment dc tidelit^ lee sujete du 
roi d*Angleterre, et n'offrait-il pas i'Angle- 
ti*rre k qui la voudrait conque'rir, donnant 
k cc;ux qui en leraient la con^iueto, tons les 
biens, meubles et immeublts, des Anglais 
devenus dissidents ? 

Croi;-on que rette Bulle soit oublieo en 
Anglotirre? Et les declarations, dont je 
citais tout k Theure quelques mots, pense- 
t-on qu'elles iront pas ^te deniandccs aoz 
lEvequ«s catlioliques crirLmde par le sou- 
veuir. t"ut vivant encore, do cette Bulle? 
Me scrn-t-il pirmis de dire ici toute ma 
p(?nsec, ct n'est-il pas pc mis de le demandor 
apres Thistoire : cette Bulle cftrayaute, k 
TeiKHiuo oh ell(» fut public' ■, n*et;iit-olle pat 
de iiuturo k pre'cipit-r, plut<*»t qu'a ramener, 
la nation anglaise? Est-il b:cu certiin 
qu'tlle n*a i^s e'te p.»ur la Clire'ticnte' un 
gran«l nialbeur? Du moins, en peasant 
ainsi, on ne contredirait aucun dogme 
catholique, pas nidiue celui de rinfaillibilite 
du Pnpe, si e)lc venuit jamais k etre erig^ 
en dogm.-. 

Jo suis triste, et qui ne le serait ? en rap- 
pclnnt c. s gniuds et douloureux faits oe 
ripstoire; mais ils nous y forcent, ceuxdont 
la le'«j:er« te' < t la te'me'rite' rcmucnt ces ques- 
tions biiilantes. lis nous y f«>rcout, et ma 
ctmviction profonde est que tout c-ila jette 
dans les nicillours e4}]>rits un trouble deplo- 
rable, el que bi on avuit tnlrepria dc rcndn,'! 
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la pnidsance pontificale odieuee, on ne pour- 
rait rien faire dc niieux que do perpetuor de 
UMlcs con tro verses. 

Cur, enfin, puurront encore se dcmaniler 
lea Souvemins, mdino catholiqiieSf la procla- 
mation di»gmiitique d<' rinf.iillibilit^ du Pape 
rendni-t-fUe, oui oa non, h, ruveiiir du tellts 
Bullts impi»8siblc8? Qui done alora imp6- 
ohora un nouvtau Piipe do dc'finir Ci* (pie 
plusicurs do sea pr^de'^esdours out enecign^: 
que le Vicaire do Je.sus-Chriist a un pouvolr 
direct sur le tcmpoiel des princes; qu il est 
dans bes attributions d'instituer et do de'jvoser 
les bouvcroins ; quo les dndts civils dcs lois 
et des peuplea lui sout subordonne's ? * 

Mais alors, et apr^ la prociumation da 
dognio U(juvcuu, nul clergd, nul e'vdque, nul 
catiiolique ne pourra recuger cctte doctrine 
6i fKlieuhe aux Gh>uvemoni(nt8; c'est-k-dire 
q\i\ leurs yeux tous les droits civils, poli- 
tiques, comme toutes les croyances reli- 
gieuses, seraient entre les mains d'un seul 
liomme I 

£t vous ponserii z que les Gouvemements 
veiraient avec indiffe'renco I'figlise s'assi'm- 
bli-r du t>U8 les points du moude, pour 
procl:imer un dogme qui, suivant eux, peut 
avoir de telk s confluences ! 

£t ils pourront 6tre d'autant plus ind'iits 
k eoiisidc'rer la definition de rinfaillibiliie 
du Pape comnie une consecration implicite 
de oes doctrines si ndoutees, que ces drx> 
trines aont loin d'etre ubundonndes. 8ans 
cesse les joumaux, qui se donnent panni 
nous comme les purs representantd des 
principes rumains, e'talent ces tlieories dans 
leurs colon !:es, les etablissent k grand ren- 
Cort d'urguments, et vont memo jusqu^k 
signaler, comme entachee d'Htheibme, la 
doctrine, k laquelle tienneut si fort les 
souverains, catholiques comme non eatlio- 
liqnen, de riud^pondaneo des deux puLj- 
sances chacune dans sa sphere. 

II y a tr^-peu do temps que nous lisions, 
citces avec eloge pnr un journal fran9:kis, 
les paroles suivant* s, oil Ton compare aux 
mnnicbeens oeux qni houtiennent que les 
deux gluives ne sunt pas dans la mdnio 
main : 

" Y aurait-il done deux sources d'autorit^ 
ct de pouv»>ir, deux fins KUprcmes pour les 
incmbre8d*ime m§mc societe, deux buta divers 
dans ridc'o de Tetre ordonnateur, et deux 
doj^tine'es distinctes chez un m£me bomme 
qui est k la fois membre do I'^lise ct sujet 
dt) rfitat? Mais qui ne voit de suite Tali- 
surdite' d*un sembLiblu systfeme? C'est lo 
dualisme des manich^na, siuon Tatheisme.' 

1 IgtiDfo-^on que B llarmin lai*niCmc fat mb k \\n- 
lUx |x>ur ii'avoir p(u Muteou !e puuvuir dirtct du 
I 'ape Bur les cour«iDn- b ? 



C'^iiit Ik aussi oe quo pr^tendait I'abbd 
de Lamennais, dana les empnrtements de aa 
logi(]ue; et, eontre le premier des quatre 
articles, il posait oe dileimne : uliranumtain 
ou ath^e. Ces exc<^ lui out peu rdussi. Et, 
au f.'ud, sous re rapport, les ecrivains dont 
il ►*agit iei sont de Tecole de Lamennaia. 
Mais plus ils reprocberont aux Gouveme- 
montd de ne i)as admettre la doctrine de la 
Bulle Unam eanetam, it de tonir k cctte 
independaneo des deux puissance a, plus iis 
demontreront eux-mdm* s la force des repu- 
gnances ct runivL-rsalite des r^pulsiund que 
jo redoute. 

Et quand jo parlo de Tind^pendanoe des 
deux puissances, loin de moi la pens^ de 
mettre en doutc un aeul iiiatant la divine et 
coitnine autorite' de rfigllse, i)our de'fin-r, 
proclamer, et rappt-ler, aux (iouvememeuta 
comme aux Kujets, les saintes et ^remeltes 
H^^les du jubte et do rinjustel Mais Ik 
n'est pas la question, on lo bait bieo, et c'est 
trop Evident ! 

Non, \ei vieilles susceptibility ne sont 
p;i8 pr6s dc disparaitro : an joumali:»me pas- 
siunne' a tout fait |>our les ranimer ; et nulle 
part, on U })eut affiriuer avec certitude, ni 
en France, ni dnns la eatholique Autriche, 
ni dans la Bavicre et sur les bonis du Rhin, 
ni dans Tapost^lique Espagne. ni dans oe 
Portugal, qui nagu^ chassait les Sceurs de 
cliaritie, les dispositions des Guuvemements 
europcons ne sont favorubles k la proclama- 
tion du dogme annonc^. 

L'hcnre vous parait-elle done venue de 
rdveiller d'un bout de I'Kurope k I'autro lea 
haines centre le Saint-8ie'ge? 

Ou plutot, rheure pr^nte n'est-elle pas 
dejk pleine d'a8S<z nombreux et d'asses 
grands penis? 

Veut-on mottro k I'ordre du jour, dans 
TEurope enti^, la separation de I'figlise et 
delfitat? 

Veut-on mime faiie courir an Conclle 
d*autres chances ? Que faudrait-il, dons 
Tctat actuel de Tltalie et de TEurope, poor 
amener les plus grands malheurs ? 

II est impossible do se lo dissimuler : il j 
a des esprits qui tiennent k pousser Tfiglise 
aux demises extr^mit^ ! 

Dans quel int<^ret ? 

YIII. J'arrive maintenant aox difficulty 
th^logiques. non pr^cis^ment de Tinfailli* 
bilit^ pontificalo,^-ce:to question, encore une 
fois, jo ne la traito, ni dans un sens, ni dans 
un autre, — mais aux diffloultes th^logiquos 
de la definition : cor ces difficult^lk, si elles 
sont vraiment sinenses, sont aussi une forte 
raison coutro Topportunite. 

Les joumalistes qui semblout vouloir en- 
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joindro au Omeile de deiiuir 1 inraillibilite 
du PapOf et de la d^duir par acdaination, no 
douteiit-ils dei conditions dans le.^uellee 
le ConcUe auiait k faire cette definition? 
Certes, on ne le dii'ait pas, k h\ mAuiine 
dont iis en parlent ; — comme iis ne se dou- 
tent gubres de ce qu*il y a d'etriinge, de 
piodigiolisement anonnal, et de tout k fnit 
impossible, dans le r61e quUls se doiiuent 
depuis six mois surtout, en s'ing^rant au 
point oil iis Ic font, dans lea ati'aires lea 
])lus intimes du gouvenioment de TfigUse. 

J3 ne suis pas surpris d'ailleurs de leor 
extraordinaire iiuprudenoe. lis ne sont pas 
tttdologions. Yous, Messieurs, vous con- 
iiuissez toutes lea questions que je vais 
rappeler: elles vous soiit enseign^ d.ins 
Yos ^coles. Mais en m^me temps qu*on 
vous les enseigne, on vous apprond k ne pas 
« n entretenir inutilement les fiddles. Pre- 
trei, nous avons un double devoir, c'est 
d e'tudier les choses obscures et de ne pr^ 
cher que les choses elaires. Quant aux 
luiquos, t.'na)re une fois, je ne leur reproche 
pus d'iguorer, niais je leur reproche d*agiter 
it de trancher les questions qu'ils ig^orent 
II ne savent pas k quclles <lii!icult^ iis 
loucheiit dtnurdiment, et je suis malheu- 
reusement oblig^ de les eu avertir, en vous 
rappelunt, k vous, Messieurs, ce que vous 
savcz d^jk. 

**£n mati^ro si grave^ si delicate et si 
complexcj dit avec une raison sup^ricure 
Mgr rfiveque de Poitiers, on ne doit se 
laisser guider ni par rentbousiasme, ui par 
le sentiment person ml ; tous les mots doi- 
vent ctre pojes et expliquds, toutes les faces 
de la question examinees, tous les cos pr^vus, 
toutes les fausses applications ^cartees, tous 
les inconvenieuts balances avec les avan- 
tugos.*' » 

Au reste, Mgr T^v^ue de Poitiers n'ost 
pas le Bcul k parlcr ainsi. Parmi les theo- 
logiuiis, les plus grands partisans de Tin- 
faillibilite avouent eux-mdines les prodi- 
gieuses diflicultes pratiques qui peuvent se 
reucontrer ici. Ce s«mt, disent-ils, des diffl- 
cultes incxtricables, intricat'ssinup difficul- 
UUe$; et les plus habiles, ajoutent-ils, ont 
touto la peine du monde k s'en tirer ; in quibus 
dietolvendis mtiltum theologi peritiores laho- 
rant 

!• Difficidt^s tire'es de la u^cessit^ de 
de'flnir les conditions de Tacte ex eaihedrdj 
tous les actes pontificaux n*ayant pas ce 
caractere; 

2* Difficultcs tiroes du double caract^ du 
Pupe, consider^ soit commc doctcur priv€, 
soit comme Pape ; 

1 Hoiiiellc pruDuDci^ doM la chaptlk* de sun Graud- 
ScmiDAlre. 



3* Diflicultes tirees des multiples ques- 
tions de fait qui so peuvent poser k propos 
du t .ut acto ex cathedra ; 

4® Difficultes tirees du pass^ et des fails 
historic^ues ; 

5^ Difficultcs tirees du fond m^me de la 
question ; 

6^ DifHcultes enfin, tirees de I'elat des 
esprits conteuiporains. 

La premiere chose k faire par 1o Concilc, 
avant de porter ici une aCfinition d<>g. 
mati^ue, ce serait done de determiner les 
conditions de riufaillibilite; car dCtiuir I'in- 
faillibilitd du Pap.', sans preciser et definir 
les conditions de cette infaiilibilitC, ce serait 
ni) rien definir, parce que oe serait definir 
trop, ou pas a-scz. 

Mais comment determiner ces conditions? 
Les th^logiens en disputent, soit en thCorie, 
in abstractor soit in concretOj et en fiedt. Kn 
un mot, quand et comment le Pape cst-il 
infaillible? Voilk ce qu'il faudra deter- 
miner. Mais c^est ici quo les difficult^ 
no sont piis me'dioeres. 

Lo Pape, toutes Its fois qu*il parle, est-il 
infaillible ? Des theologiens Tont peuse. — 
Ou bicn ne Test-ii que quand il parle, oomme 
on dit, ex cathedra i 

Mais, c*est precise'ment pour definir les 
conditions de la parole ex eaihedrd, que le 
Concile, s'il jugeait k propos d*entrer dans 
cette question, aurait fort k etudier et fort k 
faire 

Qu'est-ce, en eflfet. que la pari»le ex catke- 
drdi quelles en sont les con iitions ? Ou 
discute Ik-dessuH dans toutes les eoolcs : les 
uns exigent plus et les autrcs moins. Le 
Cardinal Orsi ne parle pas precisCment 
comme le Cardinal Bellarmin, ni Bellarmin 
c )mme le Cardinal Capellari, qui fut depuis 
le Pape GrCgoire XVI. 

Mansi purle, soit de " C-onciles assembles 
prealablement,'* soit de " docteurs appel^,** 
soit de ** Congregations institutes'' et de 
*^ supplications publ ques." ** Sans cela^ dit- 
il, {/tM Bossuet le saaie hien, rums ne reconr 
naissons plus le Pape comme in/atUible.** ' 

Bellarmin essaie do concilier eeux qui 
disent : Vontifex consilium audiat pastorum^ 
avec ceux qui disent qu'il pent definir tout 
senl, etiam sclus. * 

Kh bien! devant toutes oes divergenoea 
d'opinious, et je n*en cite ici que quelques- 
unos, — car on en compte un bicn plus gprand 
nombre, m6mo parmi les tlidolog^eus ultra- 
mon tains. — comment agira lo (x>ncile? li 
faudra dune qu'il entreprenno, approuvant 
les unes, rdprouvant les autres, la rude t&che 
de faire, d*une fa^on dogmatique et absolue, 

» IK- MaUtro, du Pape, llv. 1, di x. v. 
s* JjujijUatioHiLi BcCurmini. 
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un choix penni touted ees opinions theo- 
log^ques : maiu sur quelles bases, certaines, 
elaires ct indiscutables, s'appuiera-t-il poar 
oela? 

Enc*ore une fois, quest-ce done ezacte- 
mc>nt qu'un lU'to ex cathedra f 

Est-ce un simple brof ? Qui, disent Ics 
uns; non, disent Ics autres. Est-ce un res- 
crit ? Mdme portage d'opinions. Est-oe une 
bulle, nne allocution consistoriale, une eney- 
clique ? 

Fant-il, dans Taoto ex cathedra, que le 
Pjipo s'adresse k toiite TEj^lise? — Oui, disent 
la plupart. — Non, dit un Anglais, professeur 
laique de theologie * et journal iste contem- 
pontin : quimd il ne parleiait qu'k uii seul 
fiv^iie, ou uieme k un simple laique, il pent 
avoir voulu euseigner ex cathedra. Et c'est 
assez. 

Eh bien, alors, faut-il au'moins, commo 
plusieurs le reolament, pour qu*il n'y ait 
auoun doutc' sur son intention, quo le Pape 
de'finisse la doctrine sous la sanctioa d'un 
anuthbme contre Terreur ? 

— Ou suffit-il, coinme d*uutrt s le preten- 
dent, qu'il exprimo, d'une manibre quel- 
conque, son intention de faire un dogme f 

— Ou bii*n enfin, coinme le sentient en- 
core Ic tlieologien laique que je citais tout 
k riieure, peut-il parler ex cathedra^ mdme 
quand il n*exprinicrait pas clairement son in- 
tention d*imposer la foi ? Etiamsi obligatio 
oMentum pra^andi non diserte exprimatur.* 

— Ou bien. faut-il, oomme certains nutres 
le veuleut, quo le Pape ait consuile'? Et 
8*il le faut, qui doit-il consulter? Quelques 
^Y^ques ? ou, k d^faut dVv£(^ues, les cardi- 
nanx ? on, k d^faut dea cardinaux, l<-8 cou- 
gr^gationa romaines? ou, k de'faut dcs con- 
gregations romaines, des th^logieus, des 
docteurs, et corahion? Suifirait-il dun de'- 
cret qu il aurait drcsse scul dans son cabinet ? 
Pourquoi distinguer, disent quelques-uns, Ik 
oh Ics paroles des promesses nc oistinguent 
pas? 

Voici du reste un autre thdologien eon- 
tomporain, rallomand Phillips, quo oetto 
diflacult^ n'arrcte pas. Pour lui, la de'fi- 
nition ex cathedra ne demande que le Pape 
consnlto qui que ce soit: ni le Concile, ni 
r^^lise romaine. ni le College des cardinaux. 
Le docteur allemand va plus loin encore: 
il n*est pns ncVesraire, selon lui, que le 
Pape rejUchiMe murement ; 

A't qu*il Httdie toigneutemetU la question h 

1 M. W*rd. /)e ivfaJlib lUatit • xtmsione, IkuU dwh 
dec out . p. 35.— M.Ward est un ancira niinlatro angUoan 
i'onverti, z^l« catholiquc aiOpunt'liui.etqiii a ete.qnol- 
qu<' laique, pro^e^8Pur df tbeoliigicaoGraiid-S^DiiiUfclre 
do rarchcvecli^ de Wwtminster. 

3 Ibid. The*i» duodteima. 



hi lumitre de li partite de Dieu Scrite et tra- 
ditioinielle ; 

Ni qu^il ^Ikve sa priere ten Dieu acant de 
prononcer. 

Sans toutes ees conditions^ sa division n^en 
serait pas moins aussi valide^ aussi valaUe, 
ausgi otitigatoire pour toute VEglfsej que sU 
avait 6b*erc^ toutes les precautions que dicte 
la /oiy la pi€Uf, le l)0n sens. 

Que faut-il done, selon ce doctenr. pour 
qu'une de'finition soit ex cathedra i Im 
voici: *^Il robte k dire d'apres ccla, pour 
de'feudre la valeur cruue decision ex eathe- 
drdy qu'elle existe, lorsque le Pape, dans un 
Coucile ou bors d'un ODncile, vekbalement 
ou par icrit, donno k tons les fidbles Chre- 
tiens, comme Yicaire de J^us-Ciirist, au 
nom des upotres Pierre t;t Paul, ou en vertu 
do Tautorite du Saint-Siege, ou en d^autres 
termes seniblables, avee ou sans la menace de 
Tanath^me, une decision relative au dogme 
ou k la morale." (Phillips, diet. Qoschlez, 
article Pape.) 

D'apr^ ce theologien, Tfijlise n*a pas lo 
droit do mettrc une reatiictiou ni une con- 
dition quelconque, quant k la validite', k 
Texercice de rinfaillibilite. 

Un ecrivain fran9ai!(, auteur d'un recent 
tniit^ De Papa, no dit guere autre chose, 
et ne demande, pour quo le Pape, parlant 
k rSglise universelle, soit in&illiole, qu*une 
condition, n<in pas qu'il ait prie, non pas 
qu'il ait delibere, etudi^ consults, luais 
simplement qn'il ait eu I'intention de fuire 
un dogme, et qu'il n'ait pas ^te violent^. 

M. Ward, nous I'avons vu, ne demande 
m6 lie p:is que le Pape s'adresse k I'figlise : 
qu'il s adresse k un seul fivdque ou k un seul 
laique, cela suffit 

Voilk done de quelle sorte quelqnes-iuLB 
ne cruignent pas, auiourd'hui, fie trailer oes 
immeuM'S questions ! 

Je dis quelque9-uns, et je prie qu'on veuille 
remorquer ce mot; car, je ne voudrais pas 
que toutes les plus exti^mes thteries parus- 
sent Stre, contre mon intention, mises au 
oompto de touto la theologie catholique. 

Eh bien ! en presence de toutes cca 
opinions, lo Concile d^larera-t-il qu'il y a 
une forme necessaire, sous laquelle le Pape 
6BBA TBNT7 d cxereor stm infaillibilit^ ? ou 
bien la forme n'y ferait-cUe rion? et lePape 
sera-t-il infaillible, quand et de la maniere 
quil jugerii bon de I'etre, sans avoir ni 
prid, ni etudid, ni consult<^, et a'adressant au 
premier fiddle venn ? 

Kt, puisque determiner en quelles cir- 
Constances le Pape est infaillible, c'est deter- 
miner aussi dans quelles conditions il ne 
I'est pus, il y aura done k de'finir ici deux 
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do^os, hu lica d'un : le do^me do IMnfailli- 
bilitc. et le dogmo do la faillibilite? On 
d^lurera, coinmo do foi, Doii-fieulcment que 
lo Papo est infuillible dans telles et telles 
cuiiditions, mats qu'en dehors do ccs con- 
ditions, ii est faillible. 

Et comment, encore una fois, 8*y prendra- 
t-on pour fixer ces limites? Ou sont-elles 
clHirciiient dans I'l^riture? Oil sont-elles 
dans renseig^cuient, si varie et si contra- 
diotoire ici, des th^logicns? Quelles opi- 
nions va-t-on eriger en dogmes V ou en 
b^i^ies? 

Et si on ne le fait pas, dans quel inconnu 
va-ton Jeter T^lgliso ? 

IX. Mais oi^ n'est pas tuut : outre la ques- 
tion de droits il y aura encora la question de 
fait. Qui deoidera, en fait, que telle decision 
du Piipo remplit toutes led conditions d'un 
d^ret ex cathedra ? Ce discemcment seru- 
t-il toujours facile ? Non. 

Cost CO que reconnaissent de bonne foi 
les partisans les plus avanc^s de Finfuilli- 
bilito pontifioale. Le th^ulop^ien anglais 
Ward, par exemple, dit exp^es^^ment ; 
" Puisque toutes les allocutions pontificales, 
toutes les Icttres apostoliques, ni^me toutes 
les enoycliques, no contiennent pas des defi- 
nitions ex caihedrS^ il faut regarder de pres 
pour dhrerner d*une fa^on suffisante quels 
»ont ceux decosuctesoii le S'mvcrain-Pontife 
doit etre cense parler ex cathedra ; et il faut 
y reganler rle pr^ dans les notes uiemes ex 
cathedra, c'est-k-dire dans les notes infailli- 
bles, pour bien discciiier ce qu'il enseigne 
ex cathedrdy c*est-k-dire infttilUblement," * 

£t ce disci-mement est a. difficile parfois 
aux theologiens eux-memes, que M. Ward 
reconnatt, avec une modestie qui Ibonore, 
avoir commis, et opinifttrcment soutcnu une 
grave mdprise, touchant la nature des actes 
pontificaux de diverses sortos, oil uvaient 
4i6 fi^tries les propoi^itions signal^cs plus 
tard dans une piece recente ^manee de Rome. 
U avait cru. ct il afflrinait, que chacun des 
actes qui a fuurni des propositions au reoueil 
appeli SyUabWj devait §tre rcgarde' par oela 
seul comme ayant le caract^re d'un acte ex 
cathedra, Ce qu'il confesse maintenant avco 
frnncbise avoir die une grosse erreur. 

L'histoiro cccWsiastique, du reste, est 
pleine de faits semblabies. Qu'on se rap- 
pelle certains actes considerables des Papes, 
dans Us temps passes, sur lesquels les theo- 
logiens out taut dispute, et disputent encore, 

> Circa has igitur allocationes et litteras apostolicas 
adLtboranilam est, ut satis dignoiicatur in qaibtUEnam 
eamm Poutifex ex cathedrA loqui, et quitinam ex 
catbedrA dooere, Jure ccuseatur. 



pour savoir s*ils sout, oui ou non, ex cathe- 
ard. 

Quand lo Pape ^tienne oondamna saint 
Cyprii-n dans la question du baptetne di*s 
here'tiquus, a-t-il parM ex cathedra i lje4 uns 
affirinent, les autres nient. 

Quaid lo Pape Honorius, consulte sur la 
question du monothelisme par Scrgiu?*, Pa- 
triarcho do Constantinople, ct d'antres fivd- 
ques orientaux, er*rivit ces fameuses lettrt-s 
qui donn^reut lieu k tant de de'bats, a-t-il 
parlc ex cathedra i Les the<»logieiia out en- 
core Ik-dessus vivemcnt discutc. 

Qui decidcra done ? I/^glise. II fan.lra 
done souvent en revenir, de fait, k une 
decision de T^glise. 

l.t en efiet, outre les deux questions de 
fait dont parle M. Ward, et qui se doivent 
poser k propos de tout acte ex cathedra : — 
Pacto est-il ex'cathedrd f—Et s'il 1 est, sur 
quoi porte prdcisement la definition? — il y 
en a un autre, {ms si simple dans la pratique 
qu*on pourrait le croire d'abord, et que 
voici : 

Ne se peut-il jnmais rencontrer, en effet, 
dans la suite des siboles, tel Pape de U 
liberte' duquel on puisso legitimemcnt 
douter ? 

Les plus zeies sont bien forces de le recon- 
naitre, et d'udmettre, en presence <lo This- 
toire, quun Pape, sous riuduenoe de la 
crainte, pent definir Terreur. 

Voilk done, dans certaines circonstanccs, 
une troisi^me question do fait, k oonstater : 
la pleine et entifere liberte du Pape. 

N*y en a-t-il pas une quatr.^me? car, si 
un Pjipe, mdme declare infaillible, pourrait 
encore, mSme dans un acte ex cathedra, errer 
sous le coup de I'intimidation et do la cndnte, 
ne le pourra-t-il jamais par entiainement, 
par passion, par imprudence f — Lis th^lo. 
giens, partisans de Tinfaillibilite, expliquent 
que non: Dieu, discnt-ils, ne I'era pas de 
miracle dans le premier cas, pour empccher 
un Pape faible de oeder k la crainte ; nuis 
il en fera toujours un dans le second, pour 
empdclier un Pape passionne ou teraerairo 
d'errcr par imprudence; — et cela, ajoutent 
quelques-uus, mdme qutind le Pape n'aurait 
pris aucune des precnutions qu*on apporte 
d*ordinaire dans une afi'aire serieuse : lis 
savent qu'un Pape pout definir Terreur par 
faiblesse, pas autrement. 

Voilk lexplication de ces theologiens. 
Mais je pose ici cette question : 8era-t il 
toujours facile d'apprecier la contrainte 
qu'aura pu subir un Pape? Non. II peut 
se rencontrer des cas oil une telle constata- 
tion soit chose fort delicate ; et ** tons les cas 
doivent etre prevus." 
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Coiitiuc aus.-i, ** toutcs lea fao( 8 de la ques- 
tion exaniineea." 

Croit-on que la solution de toutes ces 
difficultes serait uno minco liesogne p'ur le 
Coiicile? Kt ces ^riva'Us quotidiens, qui 
eii parlent si tort k leur uide, paroo que Ics 
difficultes nc lea inqui^tent gu^re,— ils ne 
1< s voient i^eulement pas— sfnit-ils autorises, 
commo iU le font, h prescrire aux Sveques 
de ^'en charger ? 

X. C'est bientot fuit de dirc^ que la ques- 
tion, auj<»urd'liui, est jnge'e ; mais les vrais 
theologien.«, les theolo;^'iens serieux, savent 
bien qu*au fond il n'en est rien ; et que, si 
lo Oaicile ici veut proce li r avec la maturity 
e' lii gravite' dont cos saintes ussemblees de 
r£)glise ne bO sent jamais departies, lorsqu'il 
bVat agi (le proclamer les dognica, de bien 
li>ngs labeura peuvent etre reserves k ses 
dc'iib^rations. 

La trnditiou, quels que puissent ^tre ses 
temoignages, est^^'Ue done ici unanime, ot 
rhibtoire sans eiubarrns? Ce^t sur ce ter- 
lain surtout que la detinition de Tinfailii- 
I iliie' pontificfde, si le Coucile cn.yait devoir 
H'eii occuper, Tentrainerait fort-e'inent dans 
\e:i plu:i longiies ct lea plus delioiites re- 
clierchi s. 

Piur la de'finition, en effet, de rinfaillibilit^ 
personnel le du Pa})e, oe ne serait pas I avenir 
beult- ment qu'ou eiigagerait, ce serait auasi 
tout le past)^. Car, si le Pape est infaillible, 
il Ta t«»ujours ^te. La proclamation de ce 
dognie doiinerait, dun coup, le canictere de 
decisions infuUIibles k tout ce que lea Papcs, 
depuia dix-buit sieclea, ont jamais decide, 
8*il8 Tavuient fait dans les conditions et les 
formes que Ton aurait determine pour 
Texercice de I'infaillibilit^. Je dis que le 
Cuncile no pouirait rien avoir k examiner 
de plua grave et de plus ^pineux. 

Je rappelais, tout 2i Theure, deux souve- 
nirs liiatoriques. la dispute du Pape saint 
^tienne avec saint Cyprien, et la rejionso 
du Pape Honoriud a Sergius au bujet du 
monotUelisnie. Eh bien, s'il e'tait prouv^^ 
que saint ^tienne avait prononc^ ex cathedra, 
infailliblument, obligatoirement, saint Cy- 
prien et lea £v€ques qui ont r^aiste ne 
oroyaient done pas k rinfaillibilite du 
Pape? 

Et saint Augustin, qui les excuse, paroe 
que, dit-il« TEglise n'avait pas encore pro- 
nonc^,* n'y croyait done pas non plus ? Et 
qiutnd il ^rivuit, au sujet des Donutiates : 
qu'apr^s le jugement de Bomc, il xestuit 
encore celui de r%lise oniverselle, retiabat 
adhuc plenarium untoenm EecU$im eonci- 

> Suint Augqitio, Pt Bafii$m9, 



Hum,' il eroyait done qu'aprt^ le jugement 
de Koaie, le juirement do I'Eglise devait 
entrcT p^iur quelquc chose dans la dcfin;tion 
de 1h foi? Voilk un nonvel excmplo des 
difficult^ que IVxamen dea faits historiques 
pent soulever. 

De uidme pour Ilonoriua. On a ecrit des 
volumes, pour prouver quo lea aetcs du 
6* Concile, qui I'a condamn^, avaient et^ 
alt^r^; des volumes, pour prouver quo ce 
Pape n'a p.is reellement enseigne rhe're'sie ; 
dea volumes encore, |)Our prouver qu'Ho- 
norius n'a eerit qu'une lettre priv4e. 

Quoi qu*il en suit de ces discussion^, si 
f&cheuses k soulever, — qu'Hononus uit ete 
bere'tique et condamne justeinent oomme tel 
|var un Concile a'cumenique, qui a prononce, 
Jlonorio Juiretico anathema; ou qu'il ait e'te 
simplement un fautenr de Th^rcaie, et r^ 
prouv^ conime t»l par les Papcs ses succes- 
beurs, dans la formule de serment qu'ils 
pronon^ftient k leur sucre : (^i pramt eorum 
asaertianibtu/vmerUum impendii ; — c'est ainai 
que s'exprime le Liber aiumus wmtifimlU^ 
recueil des actes authent.ques de la chan- 
cellerie romaine, — « n dehors de ces points 
d'bi<>toire iucontestes, une autre question, 
fort sc'rieuse assur^ment, se presente ici. 

Dans ce temps-Ik, le Concile oocum^niquc, 
rfiglise pHr consequent, conaid^rait done lo 
Souverain-Pontife lui-mSme, adressant sur 
une qncbtion de foi k de grandes eglises. des 
lettres dogmatiques, LUUras dogmaiica$^ 
oomme sujet k Terreur ; et les £v6ques r€u- 
nia, comme oompe'tenta pour le oondumner 
et lui dire anath^e? 

Kt le pape L^on II a confirm^ la sentence 
du Concile; les Eglises d'Orient ct d'Oooi- 
dent Tout accept^. Le pape Leon II et 
les Eglises croyaient done Element qu'un 
pape, s'expliquant sur des questions de 
foi portees k son tribunal, pout m^riter 
ranatbbne ? 

Yoilk un point sur lequel le Concile aurait 
encore k se prononcer. 

Je n'ai ni la peub^ ni le temps de faire 
ici, ce qu'il seiait n^essaire que le Concile 
fit pour proceder avec la ciroonspection 
acooutumdu des Conciles, une revue com- 
plete de rhistoire. Je laisae les difficult^ 
2ue peuvent srmlever les Papes Yigile et 
tib^re; mais je demande permission de 
rappeler encore un seul fiiit. Au moyen- 
Age, un Pape, Paacal II, fait k un empereur 
d Aileiuaurne. Henri Y, une concession telle- 
ment exorbitante sur I'inveatiture des £v6- 
ques, qu'.un Concile s'asst mble k Yit nne, et 
qu'un Archev^ae, qui devait plus tard 
Im-mteae vor la chaire do Saint- 

ElviU 
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Pierre, sons lo nom do Calixto 11, declare 
que la concession fuite par le Tape im- 
plique une veritable he'reaie. hxresim esse 
judtcavinifM, et condamne sa lettre k 1 Em- 
])ereur. 

Et dejk lo Pape lui-mcmc, cu plein 
Coiicile de Latran, e>i presence dc plus de 
cent fivdtjues, e'ttit huiiiilic de son propre 
nionvement, et le Concile avait cusso' et 
annule' sa concession. 

Quoi quM en suit de la faute de Pascal II, 
k tout le moins, ses conteniporains et lui- 
nicnie eroyaii-nt d >nc qu'un Pape pent 
toniber dans Tlieresio ? 

Dira-t-on qu'une i.ere'sio implicite, et ce- 
IK-ndant di^;ne d'anatbbnie, dans un grand 
acte pontifical, ne pn»uvo rien centre Tin- 
fail lioi lite', quand cA acte n'est pas une 
ddfinitiou ex cathedra i Mais comment faire 
oomprcndre k lu foule ees distinction:* V 

Car Yoici un autre cut^ de la que^itinn, 
dont le Concile aurait encore k se prcoc- 
cuper s^rieusement : h s consequences de la 
definition au point de vue des hommes de ce 
temps. 

XI. n ne faut pas so faire d'illusion, non- 
seulement sur les esprits incr<klul«B, mats 
encore sur la masse dnoime des esprits chez 
qui la fi'i est faible. Pour ma part, je ne 
puis penser gans efiroi au ncmbro de oeux 
que la definition d( mande'e doignerait peut- 
ctre (le nous k jamais ! 

Mais pour led fideles eux-m^mes, la defi- 
nition «.rait-elle sans inconve'nifnts ? 

Je me vois encore ici contraiut de poser 
des questions qui me repugn, nt profonde'- 
ment Mais je parle du pas.-d et pour 
I'avenir. On mms euntraint de re'veiller le 
passe eudormi, et nous avons k travail ler 
pour le:$ siecles futurs. 

Yoilk done lu Pape declare infaillible, qui, 
neHnmoinf, pent comme ecrivuin, comme 
ducteur prive, fairu un livre h^r<5;it|ne, et 
s'opinidtrer dans rhe'rcbie. C'est Topinion 
g^ndrale. 

Bien plus, voilk le Pa|)o qui, niCme 
comme Pape, qiumd il ne parle pas ex 
catliedrd, — et mdme dans un act(5 oil il parlo 
ex cathedra^ en ci* qui n'est pas Tubjet 
precis de la de'finition,— pent, de Tavia uni- 
versel, error, cnscigner I'erreur ; et puis ctre 
juge', condanuie. dc'iiose. 

Eh bien ! supixisous un Pape errant, ou 
aoous^ dVrreur : il faudra prouver que sun 
enseignement, ou n'est pas ex caXhedra^ ou 
n'obt pas erron^: quelle difiicultd nouvelle 
si le Pupe a etc d^lure infaillible ! En ne 
contestant qu'un fait, ne semblera-t-on pas 
contcster un droit? £t si lu Pape s'obstine, 
quel desarroi duns les umes! II faudra 



done faire le pmces pour cause dlie'r^ie k 
cclui dont Tin fail! ibilite' sera un dogine? 

Qu'un nouvel Honorius dans ravenir so 
n ucontre, qui, je ne dis pas de'flnisse, maid, 
par des lettres d/igmcUiqties, adrcssees a de 
grandes Eglises, fomente rhe're'»ie,— Iji d^ 
claration d*infaillibilit^ ne rempdcheni par 
mais se represente-t-on quel sera it en pueil 
cas le trouble des ^Iglises et des ooii- 
sciences ! 

Sans doute, les tlieolog^ens distingoeront 
ici les nua'iecs et k-s delicati^sses, et moii- 
tremnt qu*il n'y a pas piecis^inont defi- 
nition ; n a's la foule des esprits qui ne 8o:it 
pas thcMilogicns, comment pourra-t-elle dis- 
cerner que le Pape faillible, dans tel ou tel 
acte. mcMne comme Pape, ne Test plus dana 
tel ou t»-l autre? Comment comprendra- 
t-ellr qu*il puisse dtre infaillible, et famenier^ 
pur de grands actes ))ontificaux, VhirMei 

Aux yeux du public, ee sera toujours 
Finfaillibilite'. De Ik, le trouble pour les 
consciences, qui ne croimnt toujours obligees 
de faire des aetes de foi ; et, pour les enne- 
mis de rfiglise, Toccasion de decrier la 
doctrine catbolique, en lui imputant oommo 
dog'i e ce qui ne le si rait pas. 

Sans vouloir, encore une fois, toucher k la 
question de fond, k la questiim lu^me de 
1 infaillihilite, nous no pouvons cependant 
nous de'fendre iei, au point de vue des gens 
du monde, d*une r<?fle.\ion. L'infaillibilite' 
personnelle du Pape, non pas rabsurdc in- 
faillibilile, incondition:^elle et univcrselle, 
dont nous parlions tout k llieure, en citant 
certains thcolo^^iens, muis Tin faillibi lite, 
telle que Bellarmiu, par exemple, Tentend, 
conutitiie une institution, mm pas sans 
doute au-des8us du pouvoir du Tout-Puis- 
sant, mais assur^ment bien prodigit^use, et 
plus etonnante que rinfuillihilite de Tfiglise 
tout entieia 

Comment se fait-il, c*et»t Ik ce qni eton- 
nera les fidMcn, que ce piivilege ininiense so 
trouve ctre h la fois celui dont la de'finition 
est, k ce qu'il parait par I'histoire, la nioins 
nc'a^ssaire, puisque Tfiglist* a pu s'en fuisser 
pendant dix-huit siecles; et Fa certitude, 
moins ctablit? que ne 1 est 1 iiif illibilitc de 
rEglifC ille-nieme, imisqne cellc-ci est et a 
toujours e'tc' article de fci, tandis quo Tnutre 
n'a jun>ais etc professee dans T^lglise 1*0111006 
un doguie ? 

Au icste, les plus grands partisans de 
rinfaillibilite' detaillcnt eux-m6me8 les pro- 
digieusis diffifulies pratiques que ces aeuz 
mauieres d*etre du Pape, faillible ou in- 
faillible, Hui vant la ditf<frence drs c-us, fiouvent 
entnitner. lutricaitMinue diffintitate$ ; di- 
bont ils, in quibus disfdcendis mulium pe- 
rUiores theolvgi Utborant. 
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Et void, en effet, toujoure soloii enx, qucl- 
qu<8-une8 lUs questions — ^i peniblcs— qui 
ulora so posciit : — Un Papc, par lo fait de 
I'heresie, cesse-t-il d'etre Tuikj ? — Par qui et 
romnieut pi.'ut-il etro depose'? — Quaud lo 
Papo est-il cense ngir oomnie Pupe on 
coiiiino personne privee? etc., etc. An pupa 
Iter ha'ie»im a dignitate ereidat 1 — A quo et 
qnumodo rtnint deponenduiii — Quamionam 
Ht roniij'vXf aut ut privata pcrMna, agcre 
K.i.niiiaturi 

La declaration d'iufaillibiiite' rtndra- 
t-elle toutes ccs diffirulte's moiiis imxtri- 
wibles ? Tout an contiaire» elle y ajuutcrait, 
dans la priitiipi*', dV'uornies oniUirras. 

Aut>s»i lerlains tl.tk)logien8 nltrumontaius* 
no voient-ils qu'uii nioyen de k«* tintr <l«' lU : 
c*est, di;.eut-ilH, de proclaiu* r rinfuillibilile' 
absoluc, inounditiouuelle et universelle du 
Pape. Sans ccla, et si on ne prr.-cbime 
qu*une infaii]il)iiite' coiuiitionncllo, — I'iiifail- 
libilite f,r cathetlra. — on expose Tfiglise k un 
peril EVIDENT : Kcrletsia evidenti ptriculo 
tjcjfoneretur. Kt ils le prouvent. 

Le sysiemo, disent-ils, de rinfi.illibilite' 
du Pajie dans certains cas, et de sa failli- 
bilite' dans les autres, iuipliiiue une vrnie 
contradiction. Ne pourra-t-il, en effot ar- 
river que le PajMi enst igne conimc PiqK), tx 
raihtfdrd, Torreur cpie, cumnie doctenr |)rive', 
il aura era la verite', c'est-U-diie dehniisfce 
dans nn acte infuilliblc IVrrcur et veuille 
rinij)Oser a i*£glise? Vof^seA nanujup ipse 
8uum errorem dejinire tt Kcchsu Uftiwiere. 

On le'pond que cette hypolbe&e, precise'- 
nieut parcc qu'elle implique cf»ntrad.eli()n, 
ne so lealiKcia jumai:i. 

Maiis alors, repliquent-ils, vous etos forces 
d'uvoir rerours a un miracle : un PaiK? qui 
erre n\w opiniatrete, it qui natuielieuicnt 
fuit tuns fe>es iH'orts p»ur pioposer mm erreur 
a la foi de I'figlise: Potest Fontt/ex per- 
fofialifer in fide d firrrif, errortm mum iht- 
txiuiciter tutrix ef, quod aiHjtlius ett, velir tt 
conari eum EccUn t*- tiLtrwifn- et propontre. ; 
et qui, ceiKudiiut, s'abetiendra tmjours de 
la de'linir ; et ne ])cnt pas urriver a faire uiio 
Bullu que nulle puissance liuni:ii:je ne 
pent IVmiecher d'ecrire ; ou bien, uu l*ai>e 
qui pense d'une fa<;on, et qui de'tinit de 
I'autie: Aut ctrte grande vunitudum tfant^ 
quod ipue definiendo contra menteiu mam de- 
fiiiirvt. 

Et do plus, ujouteitt-i!s, n*ya-t-il pas, 
dans cette faillibilile et cette infailiibiiite 
tout ensemble cbez lo memo honmie, une 
un'*nialie e'trange, et profundement injuiieuso 
a la divine l'n>vi(lenco,qui jiourraitsi facile- 
meut rcudrc le Pajio infailliblu duns tons les 

I Albert Pi|(hiiu,etqiielquMAUtrct»dtMittrBdnLte, 
qtucst. I. dubit 2. 



cas aussi bien quo dans quelqucs-uns : Con- 
tra dirinam Providentiam^ quit omnia Kiia- 
viter di«ponit, pugnat Pontifirem pome per- 
8onalit*fr errare i 

Et eiiHn, ]»oursuivent-il8. pourquoi dis- 
tinguer la oil Jesu^Christ n*a pas distingue' 
du tout: Orar* pro te, Pitre, ut non dtficiat 
fide* tuoy cela, discnt-ils, sVntond de la foi 
do Pierre dans tons les sens ; de fide Petri 

Tl'M I'ERSONALI ET I'KIVATA, tum puUica ft 

puftorali, inteWgituri 

V«»il^ done des tlieolo;^iens qui constntent, 
qui liemuntrcnt los ])e'rils de rinfailbbiiite 
ex cathedra, et qui, logiques et re'solus, 
vont juwju'au bout, jnaqu'a linfuillibilite 
absolue, inconditi'miielle et universelle dii 
Pape : de telle sorte qu'un Papt', disent-ils, 
ne pourrait pas, meme quand il le roudrait, 
t imUir dans aticuue erreur. sdt publiquo, 
soil prive'o : Ut non pitsiit^ Etiamsi velit, /;i 
trrorem imuvaiim nnt pnhlice raderel 

Un tbe'ologieu franyais* exix>sc au long 
tons COS mi»onnoments, et lui, qui aocablc 
d*injures les plus grunda homuies do son 
pays, se couiente de presenter ce romnnismc, 
veritablement inaeiifcC, comme une o{)inion 
parfuitement libre : De libeue controven.t 
opiniiHie qiue ttnrt romanum Poidifican^ 

CTIAM gi ATtXrs LOOTOREM PRIVATIM, e*M 

iuja'lihihm. 

Eh ! mon Dieu ! on est libre aushi do 
contr^^ve^^er, si cela plait, la question de 
savoir si les honinies des antijKxbs niar- 
eheut siu: la tete ou sur b s pied.>. II n'y a, 
quo je sache, uucune definition qui diae lo 
contrairo, et t-n nVst justiciable ici quo du 
bon sens. 

£videmment, \\ y a dans r£gli>o, en co 
moniont, bien des gens passionnes, et qui 
ptiu>8<.'nt k d'etrang* s exces I Mais lo Con- 
cile, nous en 8<>nini('S silrs, ne se laissera pns 
entndner sur une telle pente. 

XII. II y a plus d'un point encore ou 
il est il cmindn' <|Ue la proclaiurttion du nou- 
vtau ilognnf, hi t*lk- avait lieu, ne trouble et 
neinhirraihO, dans I'espiit des fideles, ce 
quils ont eru juwju'ici. 

Comment, par exemple, leur persuader 
(|Ut* cettt- delinition nVntrainera jkis, sinon 
e:i droit, du moins en fait tt dans la pra- 
tique, un amoindrissement de rCpisc>>|>flt? 

Et d'abord, k ce point de vne, i)enfteront- 
ils, que deviendront U;s Concilis? 

Ee» Conciles ont ete jus«|u'iei une des 
gr:indi s formes de la vie de I'figliAe, un do 
HOri plus puissants moycns il'action. lis ont 
commence dt« Vorigino do I'Egliso, des les 
teiuiM apj8tuli(|ae8 ; tons les sieeles Chretiens, 

I /As i'aj d,t. I, p. 2&7. 
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sauf lo8 deux demiers, lee out comma, n j 
a mSmo de saints personnages, de grands 
esprits des Concilcs, qui ont reclatu^ ou 
decr^te le retour periudique de cos saintcs 
assemble. II eat vrai, la politique oiu- 
brageuse d'un regime qui n'est plus, lea 
avait rendues dans Ics sidles derniers plus 
dirHciles ; mais les liberty moderiies ont 
abtiisse ces jatouses barri^rcs ; led conquetcs 
de la science contemporaine, en abr^geant 
les distauces, ont frayd partout des voies 
rapides aux Evdques du monde entier vers 
la Ville ^ternolle ; et ces aa8embM.:8 d^- 
lib^rantes, en memo temps qu'elles sont 
devcnues plus faciles, se trouvent plus en 
harmonic aujourd'liul avec les voeux des 
peuples Chretiens. No peut-on pas voir ou 
tout cela des coincidences vraimcnt provi- 
dentielks? 

Ma^s, si le prochain Concile definissait 
rinfuiUibilit^ du Pape, les fidMes ne pour- 
raient-ils pas ponticr et se dire : k quoi 
bon desormais les Conciles oBJumeniques ? 
Puisque in seul, le Pape, " en i>khurs des 
fev&guEs," pourra tout d^ider iufaillible- 
ment, mdme les questions de fui, k quoi 
bou reunir les fiv§ques? A quoi bon les 
longueurs, les recherches, les discussions 
des Conciles ? 

II est Evident en effct que si le dogme 
nouveau, unu fois proclamc, ne 8U])[)rime 
pas en droit ces c:rundes assetitblees, ^ tout 
le nioins, en fait, il e.i diminucra singuliere- 
ment 1* importance. 

Ainsi done, on voudrait que le futur Con- 
cile fit un decret qui desormais supprimat 
ou amoindrit les Conciles ! 

Kt que les Svet^ues decretassent eux- 
mdmes pour ainsi dire leur abdication ! 

Mais ce n'est p.is Ik lo seul amoindrisse- 
ment que Tfipiscopit semblerait subir aux 
yeux des fidelcrf. Scs plus e^ent.elles pre- 
rogatives, sur lesquellcs uueuu ca' hoi. que 
ne dispute, ne vont-elles pas, dans la pr.ttique 
du iHoius, perdre singuli^remcnt aussi de 
leur le'alite'? 

Kt d*abord les fivcques sont juoes dk la 
Foi : juges avec le Pape, bion entendu ; 
mais vrais juges. ICt toujours, jusqu ici, lis 
(int eu une part effective dans les jugemeiits 
et les detinitions«lu dogme : toujours ils ont 
dccidd dans les Conciles eomme des juges 
re..'lH : Kgojudicans, egodtjiniens, subttcnpsi. 
Toujours ils ont 4t6, oomme le dit JBe- 
noit XIV, co-jttdices, juges de la foi avec le 
Pape. 

Mais avec la nouvelle r^gle de foi, ne 
8emblerait-il pas aux iidbles qu'il n y a plus 
qu*uu juge rdel, et que les Evcques ne le 
sont plus scrieusement ? Leur cooperation, 
antccedente ou sub&^iuente, en effet, ne 



sera plus en rien n^essaire. Le jugement 
infaillible du Pape, comme dit Muusig^ior 
Manning, sera oomplet et parfait in lui- 
mdme, *' en deuobs et ini'^pindam memt j>b 
i,*ki'i6(X)TAT" lis p lurront ne plus entrer 
pour rien, si le Pape le vent ainsi, dans les 
jugements sur Li foi. Al^rs iNi'y aura plus, 
en fait, qu'un seul juge, le Pape. 

Comment en effet, lorsque le Pape aura 
proclame, seul, en dehors de TepiBoopat et 
sans les Evdques, un dogme de foi, comment 
fnire comprendre aux fid(iles ces deux clioees: 
que la sentence du Pape a inimed ateiuent 
par el!e-m6me, indepeudamnient de toute 
adhesion cpiscopuli', la force de chose jug($e, 
et que les ^veques cependant resteut vrais 
juges 1 

Quelle Bcnience peuvent-ils done alon 

Sorter ? — Une sentence de simple a Ihesion, 
it-on. — Mais cctte sentence du moins scra- 
t-cllelibre? Non; ille nest pas libre, car 
ils sont oblige's d'adheri r. — Kst-elle mSme 
requise? Non. elle n'e^t rei^uife d'aucone 
fay>n, car la sentence du Pap..* est obliga- 
toire par elle-nieme, ind<^pendamment de 
toute adhesion de ifipis^pat. 

Je me demande si dans ees conditioiiB, 
les fidblesconsilereront toujours les ^v^ues 
comme de vrais juges ? 

Que serait en effet, k leurs yeux, un 
tribunal dont le president aurait le privi- 
lege de decider et de juj^er tout, tout boul, 
de telle sorte que tons les autr« s juges 
seraient obliges do juger comme lui? Le 
vote seul ilu president Huffirait : bi sentence 
des autres sciait faite [>ar la sienue, dictee 
par la s ennc ; nul ne {xmrrait juger apr^ 
lui autremout que lui; et Tadhe'sion de see 
collegues ne serait mcme pas re<]uise pour 
Li dei-ini >n. 

Svidemment un tel tribnnul paraitrait 
de'risoire, et de juges, en re'aljt^, on n en 
verrait qu un. 

Les tlie'olwgiens peuvent argumenter et 
distingutr ici. Mais les iideles, ee grand 
public qui n'eutend pas les distinctions 
the'ologiques, oil en sera-t-il ? 

JSans doute le I 'ape est le juge principal, 
et son jugement est toujnurs indispensaole. 
Non-seulemcnt il preside le tribunal, mats 
il confirme le jugement des autres juges. 
Dans les tribunaux ordinaires, la voix dn 
president est ordinairement pie'p nderante; 
mais dans TEglise, la voix du Pupo eet de 
plus ne'.essaiie, et le jugement des fivdijuea, 
memc dan-s un Concile ceeumcMiique, n*e0t 
detinitif que quand celui du Pape s y ajonte. 
En un mot, dans la definition de la foi, ks 
fiveiiues et le Pape ont respectivemont leur 
l)art neees aire. C«la serait-U encore vrai 
ix)ur les Sv^ues, aux yeux den fiddles, 



DOCUMKNT VI.] 



THE VATICAN COUNCIL. 



291 



quand Ic Pape, declare infailliblo, jugerait 
»eul? 

XIII. Continnonfl, Messieurs, en nous 
plii9int t(»ujour8 an point de vue des fideles, 
k nrtrheroher et k examiner quels peuvent 
§tre les incnnvc'nients probaUes de la de'fi- 
iiition do-^niat-ijuo en question. 

En nicnie temiw (jue juges lea Eveques 
BOTit DOCTEURS. Tous les catecliidiues diseut , 
ce'a. Les paroles "'e \0tre-Seij5neur Jesus- 
Christ sont forniellcs. C'est aux Ajx^tres, 
ot par c iusc^queiit aux tSvw^ues, successeurs 
des AjHitres, qu il a e'te <lit: ICuntcs doceU 
qinnes tjentes. . . . AVce ego vohiscum fum 
omiiUfW diehus, O'esi aux Ap«!itre.^, et pap 
conHe<iuent aux fivequt-s successeurs dra 
Apotre-, que Jesus-Chriat a dit enooro : 
Aecipite Sp.'ritum Sniicium, et<\ Et enfin : 
Qui voK audita ine audit. Ce sont Ik aulant 
de paroles <iue tous les fideles savent par 
cojur. 

C est iwunpioi saint Paul dit : Fundati 
estis fHjfifT j'nnditmenfum ApoMorum. — Vo- 
suit Kjtiscoifos rtgere eccle»iam. 

Toute la tr«iditit>n aciinstAniment assiuiile 
iri les Eveques aux A|>utres, et le Concilo do 
Trente, lesumant ti.ute la tradition, dit 
expressdinent : In h)cnm ApmtoJoruin guc- 
ceittterunt, en parlant des l^vcques. 

Ain^i done, les Evdquesnt; sont pas s>eule- 
ment des echo:*, ils euKeijrnent : ils consti- 
tuent, avec le Va\>e, rfi«rli.-o « neignante. 

Mais avec 1 inla llibilite' porsonnello du 
Paj>e, sans le c«incours des tve<|UC8, "en 

DEHORS, ET IN1>KI'EXDAMMENT DV CORPS En— 

0)i*AL.'" c*est, aux yeux des tidelcs, un seul 
qui defiiiit, un seul <|ui enseijrne, un seul 
qui est dooleur, conime il est seul ju«re. 

Kt les fi\e«|ue8 ne semblent plus des voix 
dans rl^jrlihC, niais de biniples cvhos. 

I/adhesion du rorps cnstignant pouvant 
n'entri'r jKiur rien dans cc qui est lea'^cnoe 
du jupjement dtctrinal, coiiini<;nt les fideles 
couipn ndront-ils quo co corps enseij^iaJit 
ell^eiJ^ne ? 

De plu.-j, Messieurs, qu*est-co que 1 en- 
seijrnement de rfiyrliso .' Un teni i;;]mjre. 
Ki le Pape. ni rt-Ijrli^c ne font ledoj^me : il:« 
le i-on-tiitent. Jm r<?velation e>t un fait: 
les verites reveleVs sont des fjiits. J-'.t un 
ju<rement d<x2trinal n estau fond que latti'S- 
taiii>i) d'un fait rcvele'. Or, quand c'est 
1 fi^lisc, asscmbleo ou dispi r&^, qui pm- 
non*-e le jugenient, c'est Ik qur^ue cIkvo 
que les fideles con(;nivcnt sans peine, quel- 
(pie chose 011 rii8>istance diviiie est roquise. 
sans (ioutc, mais tout k fait conforme k la 
nature des choses, k Pbannonie ni^me de 
r%lise, telle quo J^MiA-Chriat Pa ocmtti- 



tudc. C'est un tdmoignaoro, attcste par tous 
ceux qui sont les t^^moins ; ct- sont les fifrlisee 
particulier(>8, attestant, ])ar le fait memo 
(ju'elles temoij^U'nt, la ff»i de ^£J4:li^e uni- 
verselle. Quand tout<^s les Cglises, quand 
le Cfirps des pastcurs unis k 1« ur cnef, a 
parle, par Ik-Uictne, la foi do rE«?li!«e est 
constate'e : c«» qui n'etait qu'iinplicite est 
devenu explicite, et lo dofrmo e;>t ile'fini. 
1' t la grande maxiuiu catholitjue se r^liso : 
Quotl uhique^ quod ttemper^ qund ah omnihus, 
l-.es fideles couipreiinent facilement c« la. 

Tandis qu'un jugement doctrinal du Pape 
soul, sans que Tadhesion de rEpiscoi)at n'y 
fut k aucuu point de vue rcquise, so pie- 
soiit. ra k eux sous un autro aspect. Ce 
sera, dans uiie qu( stion do te'moignage, un 
temoin, qui pourra, quaud il 1»» voudra, 
remplactT tous les autn-s : un seul te'moin, 
au lieu do. tous : un temoin qui n'a aucun 
bosf)in. s*il \v trouve bon, des uutrcs tem(Uiis, 
ni do li ur te'moignairo, pf»ur savoir ee qui 
est la tradition et la foi de leurs l^gliscs. 

C\'St-k-iUre (ju'k qu* Iquj* chnst* de tr^ 
simple et de tres-conipre'hcnsible, dans 
I'ordre spiritual, on subsiiuieiait. aux yciix 
des fid^h^s, quilque chose dVxtra'»rilirain-, 
d*anormal, un miracle porpetuel, et bien 
autre quo celui do Tiiifaillibilite do 
rfijrlise. 

lei du moins, s'il y a encore niiraclo, les 
fideles con9oivent quo co mirr.cle est absolu- 
mrnt nccessaire, et iniplique dans la notion 
memo de Tfiprlise : sans Tiffaillibilite' dans 
rI5glise, pas d*Eglise. Mui- ils con9<.ivcnt 
moiiis la necessild de cc mil a- le {xmr le Pajie 
seul, parce que sans Tinfaillib lite i^rson- 
nelle et se'paree du PajHs Tfiglisc se Cf»m- 

{)roiid encore par-aitement : rinfaillibilite' do 
'T^j^lise pourm t .ujours sufiiri' k tout, comme 
(He y a toujours hufli. 

Lts tidoU's savent tri'H-bio:i que, dans ce 
pr:;iid it.univ. r8«l ten:nigiia^'e de TE^dis", 
le l*ape (Ht ttmoin, principal te'moin, te'u.oin 
d- la principalc ct s .uv« raine E;:lise, de 
(M'lh; qui, placee au ci ntrc. comniunitiuo 
avec tonics les antres, coninm toutes lis 
autres (l(»ivent coiumuniqucr avec ello. 

Mais jusqu'ici Us fideles n'out pas cm 
que lo PujKJ fut datis Tfiglise le seul 
te'moin. 

Dc'soriimis, prouoncant seul, il Ic serait 
quand il voudrait. 

XI v. On dit bien. et il faut le dire: 
Fht Petru$^ ihi EccUnin. C*cKt Ik un ^nnnd 
mot do saint Anibn>isi>. Mais on abuse 
quelquefois de ce m^l elran'.'cnicnt. A en- 
tendre cdtains ccrivains, dont Is exa;;e'- 
ratioDB aMurement uc plaiscait ni au PaiN.>, 
ni guto k pcnonnc, on (limit 'lue le Pa|H> 
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est k lui 86111 toute TSgliae. Non, le Pape 
est lo Chef de r^lisc; il nVst pas toute 
rEglise. I^ mot hglise est un mot collcctif, 
qui ue peut s'enteiidre (raucune indivi- 
dualite' sepnrec, quelle qu'elle soit. li*Eglij«e 
de Jesus-Christ a pour chef ud^'essaire le 
Pape, et il n*Y a pas d'Sglisc do Jesus- 
Chiist sans le rape : ce seruit un (orps sans 
tdti*. Mais le Pape n'est pas et n'a jamais 
pre'tcndu Stre toute Tfigliac*. Lo vrai tt 
idgitinio usage pratique de ce mot celebre, 
c'est que, dans Irs divisions | roiluites, par 
les schismes et ks hdrdsies, pour loconnaitre 
oil est l*%lise, il faut regardtr oil est le 
Pupe. C*est ainsi que nous sonimes certains 
que rSglise russc, I £glise anglicane ne sont 
pas r£glit}e do Jdsus-Christ, pari-e qu\ lies 
n'ont pas le Pape avtc elhs; et au con- 
traire TEgliso i-atholique romaine est la 
vraiu Sglise, parce qu'elle r« oonnait le suo- 
Ci sseur de Pierre pour Cht f : Vhi Petrm, ihi 
Ecchgia. 

Ne paraissons done pas, Messieurs, 
sdparer, aux yeux des Hd^les, i>ar unc 
definition qui los troubleiait, ce qui ne doit 
pas etrtt se'pare : le Pape et riSpisi-opat. 

Certaines ecoles theologiquts ont eu 
longtemns ici le mdme tort, en sens con- 
traire: Irs uns \oulant eepan-r le Pa|>e do 
rSpiscopat, et les autrts Tfipiscopat du 
Pajje. 

L*£»;li8e est un corps vivant: Corf,us. 
Cest Ik le mot sans c» sse re'pe'te' |>nr saint 
Paul, qui s'upplique k montrer dans ce 
corps mystique les rapi)orts du lu lete et 
des membres, tt Tharnionie do Torganisme 
tout en tier. 

Ijo Pape est la tdte, le Chef visible de 
rS>;lise. 

Mais si Ton met la tdte d*un cote' et le 
tor|»8 de ruutro, ou trra la vieV 

L'iSglise est un editife: adijicabo Kccle- 
8tammeam; iwurtiuoi vouloir isoLr lu f^.n- 
dement de 1 e'difice, et Tedifice du fonde- 
ment ? 

L'Sglise ( st b&tie sur la pierre : oui, 
mais au-<li ssus de la pierre il y a Tedifice, 
et la pierre n*c&t le fondenient que par sa 
liaison avec Te'difice: Super hanc pttram 
xdijicalm EixieMum meam. 

Certains liisoiit: Piirre ist tout. Evi- 
demmcnt uon : le Chef n'cst pas tout le 
corps. 

11 est lu fondenient, il n*(st pas lout 
r^difioe. 

L'ddifice sans le fondemint croulcniit ; 
lu fondenient suns re'diiice ne seruit le 
fond« ment de lien. 

Point done de se'paration, Messieurs, ni 
germaniste, ni romauiste, ni gallicane, ui 
ultramoutaine, ni duns les definitions dog- 



matiques, ni autrement, Jesns-Chrifit ft Tonln 
autre chose : Unum siut ! 

Laissons-lk les Yieilles et vaines qve- 
nllen! 

T^'S Alleles ne compiennent que VRgVwo 
ayec son Chef supreme, et le chef avco 
r^gliae. 

Ci-tte conception de T^gliae ne imit do 
reste en rien k la divine autaritd et k 
Tinitiative souveraine du Pontife roouiin. 

Succi sseur de Pierre, Vicaire de J^nu- 
Ciirist, en qui T4side la plenitude de 1* 
puissance apubtolique, Chef de tous les fi\^ 
ques, Pontife de la cliaire principale, en 
lariuille toutes les uutres gardent ruiiite', 
PutiUur universel non-seulement des hrebit, 
mais aussi des Pasteurs, bouche de TfigliA*, 
clef de voikte de la catholicite : 

\ oilk ht Pape, Yoila la tSte de TfigliM 
enseiguante. 

£t voici les Sveques : Succe-seurs des 
ai otres, Jugen et Docteurs, avec leraueltf 
JeVus-Ciirist est chuque jour et jusqa\ la 
consommation des sieclesi ; Pasteurs d* a peo- 
pb 8. sous I'autoriie' supe'rieure et principale 
du Pontife souverain : post's par rEnrit' 
Saint pour rigir VEijlUe de Dieuy et euse^ner 
toutes les nations : 

Telle est r^conomie toute puissantc de 
ct tte mystdrieuse et vivante unite de rfigliae, 
oil tout est divin, parce que tout est un, et 
oil rasfeemblage et la correspondunoe sont 
tels que chaqiie partie, quand elle e»t k sa 
pluc.', partici{)e a la foree dn tout. 

Non, n*etoiii.o:i8 pus Lh fi<]Mes en poitant 
la critique sur cette divine constitution : ne 
creusons p..s antoiir et au-dessus de ees 
fondements sacres : que personne ne separe 
ce que Je'sus-Chiist a fait pour dtuieuitr 
dt rnelL uu nt uni. 

All! que pluti»t, nous serrant tous plus 
que juiuais uvec vene'ration, obeissance et 
umuur, autour du Souverain-Pontife, nous 
cloi.unions de nous jusqu'k Tombre mdmc du 
la division ! Que tons, nous oulliant ge'i:^ 
reusemi nt nous-mdnies,et sacrifiant k r£gliflc 
uos preoicai>utioiis person nelles, nor.s tni- 
vaillions unanimement k hi const-rvntiou do 
cette paix et de c tte unitd oil Dieu ha- 
bite 1 C'est alors, mnis alors seulenieiit, que 
nous pre'^ente^on8 au mondo le sp< ctacle de 
cette grande arm^e ramj^e en hatailley dont 
parle TEcriture ; invincible, parce qu*tUe est 
rang^e. Et c'est alors uussi que, par 
r. xt-mpb- non moins que par la doctrine, 
nous ottriron.-* a la socidte' en pdril le seconrs 
de Dieu qu'elle attend, et cette denii^re 
ressource de >ie qu'elle apjielle k g^nds 
oris. 

XV. Voilk, Messieurs, bien des details 
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de th^logie que j'aurais voulu dvitor; jo 
leB destine au clerg^, luuis iLs tombcroDt 
aussi sur le grand chemin, sur la pierro et 
partui lee ronces, au milieu doa oii^eaux 
inoquirurs, des cnnemis tt d<is ignorants. 
Du reste, que nul ne s'etonne dctt opinions 
agitees dans nos ecoles. Cette divcnit^, ces 
discussions ontre theblogiens, prouvcnt la 
liberty, t'l* dubit8 libertcu, et aussi la charity, 
t'fi omnibus cari/at, Mais quand il faut 
arriver aux decisions n^oossaires sur les- 
quelles Taooord doit se fuire, in necessariu 
nnitasj nous ue sonuncs pas alors des pliilo- 
sophes qui disputent, nous soinmes d^s 
dooteurs qui eudeignent, et dts te'moins qui 
depoeent. 

Or nous devons nous consumer en re- 
flexions, en distinctions, en scrupules, avant 
de donner quelque obose k porter k vos 
esprits ou k vos consciences, honunes Mgers 
qui vous mbquez d'un labour entrepris pour 
Yous ! Vous ne yous plaignez pas des cal- 
culs minutieux des astronomes et des marins, 
aYant de yous embanper, ni des iuYOsti- 
gations du juge qui tient Yotre sort entre 
Ics mains. Les tb^logiens meritent aussi 
vos respects dans des recherches qui re- 
gardeut vos ftmes et la verite. Ne vous mo> 
quez pas, et ne youb troublez pas. Au lieu 
d'dcouttrr aiix portes de noe Ecoles, entrez 
dans o«t admirable temple de la verite' 
ohretienne, dont dix-neuf sidles n'ont pas 
arracbe une pierre, Ik oii Ton rencontre cette 
allutnce unique de Tassistanoe de Dieu et 
de runanimite des temoignages, qui s'appelle 
rfigliso : semblable en quelque sorte au 
syst^me lumim ux du mondo, qui se com- 
pose d'un principal foyer, d astres sans 
nombre et d*une seule et meme lumi^ro en 
tons lieux repandue. Dans I'eclat d*un 
midi trauquille, un soul foyer semble repan- 
dre la luinibre ; mais si la nuit s'obscurcit, 
on volt au firmament des astres inuom- 
brables, afin que Tbomme puisse toujuurs se 
oonduire, mille rayons se fondant sur sa t£to 
dans une seule clarte. 

XVI. Je voudrais r^iuner toute cetto 
long^e sdrie de questions, et exprimer dairi;- 
mcnt r^tat de mon &mo. 

Nous nvons bien des combats, et c'c^st la 
vie! mais sur cette graude question de 
rfiglise, nous avons la paix. Nul catho- 
lique ne doute de rinfaillibilii^ de Tfiglise ; 
oomme nul ne doute de la Primaute du 
Pape, qui institue les £v£ques, convoque les 
Conciles, propose les decrets, confirme les 
decisions; nul ne doute do la perpetuite', 
de runanimite de la tradition sur tout ccla, 
depuis dix-neuf sidles. Tons les fidbles, 
a{n^ avoir la rfivaogile, consults Tkibtoire, 



ecoute lours pasteurs, r^tent du fond du 
coBur: Credo Ecclesiam, unam, sanetanij 
oaiholicamt apoddlioam. Et de fait, entre 
les temoignages des Sveques, des Papes, 
des Apotres, et du Christ, depuis le com* 
moncu-mont, il y a un accord infaillihle, et 
Dieu meme est dans eet accord 

Tout k coup, quelques-uns se sont mis k 
demander en oui reside originnirement dans 
cette £glisu rinfaillibilite y Et les yeux 
fixes sur un fait merveilleux, on se met k 
agiter des questions. Devant un fait, on se 
plait k remuer des hypotheses. Devant une 
solution, les ^e'ments du probl^uie sont 
n mis en doute, et un proc^ juge, terming 
par un accord admirable, Obt repris, ra- 
nime, remis au feu I Aussitot, et k Tenono^ 
du probl^me, Thomme ennemi se reveille, 
et les fideles sont deconctrtes, TOrient 
arrdte, les protestants refoules, les gouveruo* 
ments inqaiets, les plus tristos pages de 
rhistoire du pass^ remises eii lumi^re, les 
£veques attristes, la paix des &mes com- 
promise, et la voie du salut rendue plus 
difficile. Pourquoi? dans quel inte'rct? avec 
quel profit ? 

Demain, quelle que fiit la conduite 
adoptee, qu*urriverait-il ? Ce qu*on ne dis- 
outait pas serait discute, ce qu'on oubliait 
serait reproduit, et une fois 1 habitude des 
discussions reprise, plus de paix ! 

Eh bien, non! nous ue nous reunirons 
pas pour substitucr la division k Tunanimit^ 
la dispute k Tamour. 

Par la grftce de Dieu, Tfiglise de France 
a, depuis deux sidles, largemeut iairii6 
d'etre afEranchie de tons les ombrages su- 
ranne's. Cette Sglise, j'ose le dire, a ete'. 
et elle le serait toujours, he'roine et martyro 
de rUniU^. Depuis cent annees surtout, 
il n'est pad do branchc de Tarbre divin qui 
ait e'te mieux unie au trono et k la racine, en 
sVtendant plus loin, avec plus de z^le, par- 
delk toutes lee frontieres; pas de brancho 
plus catholique, pas de branche plus apos* 
tolique, pas de branche plus romaine. 
Nos pr^ecesseurs sont morts sur Teohafaud, 
pour ne pas rumpre Tunit^. Us ont acoepte 
iVxil et la confiscation sans coder, ni k 
ro])pression du peuple, ni k la tyrannic du 
maitre absolu. lis so sont rencontn^s sur 
toutes les routes de Texil avec Pie VI et 
Pie VII,, dans la communion du martyrc. 
C'est dans le Clerge' fran9ais que Pie VII a 
trouve ses plus vivos consolations. I..e8 
l^glises des 15tats-Unid ont commence par 
des £v6ques frau9ais. Ce sont les fiveques 
fran^ais qui ont de'fendu, sans faiblir, la 
Pologiie opprimee, rirlmde affam^ TOrient 
ecraM^. Nous avons tons ensemble nk^lame 
et obteuu la Ubcrtc des p^res de faniille 
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dans rddncation de leurs enfants, tons on- 
aemble defendu la liberie des asaociatloiiB 
religieufies, liberty de la cbarit^, le d^ve- 
loppemeot des miBsions ciTilisatrices. L'£- 
glise enti^ doit k la France lea Soeurs de 
chnritdf los Fr^res des ^coles chretiennes, 
rCEuyre de la propaR:ation de la foi dans 
les deux mondcs, les Conferences de Saint- 
Vincent de Paul, les colleges de8 Jesuites 
et des Dominicains, les Petites-Soeurs des 
pauvres, et toute oette incomparable arm^ 
pacifique qui est, comme noire armde guer- 
ribie, la premit^re du monde. Depuis vingi 
ans. lo Si^ge pontifical a 4i4 attaqu^, frapi>^, 
trahi, opprim^* livr^ ^ des adversaires im- 
plucables. Les £v6ques fran^is Tout de- 
fendu, servi, assists, aim^, exalte, oonsoM 
dans un magnifique mouvement quo le 
temps n*a pas affaiblL Et ne soDi-«e pas 
eux encore, dans les mauvais jours (^ne nous 
traversons, qui out donn^ la premiere im- 
pulsion k cette GBUvre si toucnanie et au- 
lourd'liui univeri^elle du Denier de saint 
Pierre? Ah I j'ose dire que tant de dd- 
▼ouement k Rome et au monde catholique, 
donne k T^glise de France lo droit d'etre 
cnie, le droit d'etre entendue, quand ello 
parle de son aitachement au Saint-Siege, 
et au Vicaire de Notre-Seigneur Jesus- 
Christ 

Que did-je I Tel est renirainement de la 
France vers le centre de PuniU^, que les 
doctrines exag^r^es pasdcnt les monts en 
Tenant do France, et c*esi de Rome que part 
la moderation, le temp^rametit, la bagesse ; 
c'esfr Rome qui arr^ie m furia franeete, et se 
refuse k motire les excea dans les dogmes. 
Aussi mcs fr^rcs, ne soyez pes inquiets! 
Honimcs de foi, ne vous troublez pas 1 

Si je me suis ddcid^ k euirer avec vous, 
Mebsieurs, et en public dans ces dc'iails, 
c'est par un secret in;$tinct que j*uvais 
plutui li calmer des emotions dans mon pays 
qu'k devancer des objectioud k Rome. J*en 
suis oonvaincu : k peine aurai-je touchd 
la terrc saor^, k peine aurai-je baisd le iom- 
beau des Apotros, que je me seniirai dans 
la paix, hors de la bataille, au sein d'une 
assemblde prchidee par un P^re et compos*^ 
de Fr^res. Lk, tons lea bruits expireront, 
touted les ing^renoes i^meruircs cesseroni, 
tonics les imprudences disparattront, los flotd 
et les vents seront apaise's. Nous penserons 
aux &mos dont nous repondons devunt Dieu, 
nous penserons au Dieu qui nous voit et 
nous jugera, nous penserons aux ApOircs, 
nous croirons les voir encore en face du 
monde k conquerir et du Maitre k dcouter ; 
et lorsqu^k Lt place de ce Muitre souverain 
des esprits, son Vicaire sur la terre rcdira k 
cbacun de nous : ** Mon Fr^re, m*aimez- 



vou8?'*ahI croycz que voire vieil fiv^que 
ne sera pas le dernier k r€pondre: '^P^e, 
vous savez si je vous aime ! comme disait le 
doux Svdque de Geneve : Dans la coniadiom 
cTamour pour le Vicaire de J^tiu-ChritL, je 
ne me suis laiss^ vaincre par perBODne. 
Depuis vingt ans, mes oheveux ont blaachi, 
ma main s'est ^puis^ k voire service. O 
Saint-P^re, Dieu saii que la demi^ pwrole 
de mes l^vres et le dernier soupir de man 
ooBur appartiendront k r%li80 et k toiu.'* 

Veuillez agr^r. Messieurs et cheia Coo> 
p^rateurs, la nouvelle assurance de moo 
profond et religieux d^vouement. 

^ FELIX, Eveque tTOrUant. 
Orleans, ce 11 novembre, en la ftte de lalnt Martin. 
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PbOMULGAZIONE del G1UBBII.EO. 

Omnibus Christifidelibus, praeeentes lii- 
teras inspeciuria, PIUB PP. IX Balutem et 
apostolicam benedictionem. 

Nemo oerte ignorat, Oecumenicmn OoD- 
cilium a Nobis fuisse indicium in Basilica 
No:»ira Vaticana, die 8 futuri mensis Decern^ 
bris, Immaculaiae Sanctissimaeque Deipame 
Vir^inis Mariae Concepiioni sacro, incho- 
andum. Itaque hoc potisdmum tempore 
nunquam desisiimus in humilitate cordis 
Nueiri ferveniiBsimis precibus orare et obse- 
crare clementidsimum Inminum et mieeri- 
oordiarum Patrem, a quo omne datum opti- 
mum, ci omnc donum perfectum deeocnait,' 
ut roiitat do caelis sedium suarum assis- 
tricem sapieniiam, quae Nobiscum sit, et 
Nobiscum lal>orot, et sciamus quid acooptum 
sit apud eum.' Et quo facilius Deus Noetris 
annuai votis, et incUnet aures suae ad 
preces Nostras, omnium Christifldelium re- 
ligionem, ao pietatem excitaro decrevimus, 
ut coniunctis Nobiscum precibus, Omni- 
potcntis dexterae auxilium, et caeleste lumen 
imploremus, quo in hoc Conoilio ea omnia 
siaiuere valcamus, quae ad oonununem 
toiius populi chrisiiani salutem, utilitu- 
tom^ue, ac maiorem catholicae Ecclcsiae 
gloriam et felicitaiem, ac pacem maxime 
pertinent. Et quoniam compertum est, 
graiiorcs Deo esse liominum preces si mundo 
oorde, hoc est animis ab omni scelere in- 
tegris ad ipsum accodant,icciroo hac occasiono 
caelestes Indulgentiarum thesauros diape:i- 
saiioni Nosirae oommissos Apostolica lilMta- 
litate Christifidelibus reseraro constiUiimoiL 

• Sanct. Jac.cap. i., v. 1, if. 

* Sapient, cap. U., v. 4, 10. 
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at inde ad veram pocnitentiam incenBi, et 
per Poenitentiae Saoramentum a pecoatomm 
maculifl expiati, ad Thronum Dei fldentius 
aocedant, eiosque misorioordiam oonsequan- 
tur, et gratiam in auxilio opportuno. 

Hoc no8 consilio Indulgentiam ad instar 
lubilaei Catholico Orbi denunciamus. Qua- 
mob-em de Omnipotentis Dei miserioordia, 
ao Beatorum Petri et Pauli Apoetolorum 
eius aiictoritate confisi, ex ilia ligandi ac 
Bolvendi potostate, c^uam Nobis Dominus, 
licL't indigniB, contulit, imiYersis ac singulis 
ntriosque sexns Cbristifidolibus in alma 
Urbe Nostra degentibus, Yel ad earn adve- 
nientibus^ qui a die primo futuri monsis 
lunii usque ad diem, quo Oecumenica Sy- 
nodus a Nobis indicia fuerit absoluta, S. 
loannis in LateranOf Principis AposU^lorum, 
et Sanetae Mariae Maioris Baisilicas, vel earum 
aliquam bis Tiaitaverint, ibique per aliquo<l 
temporis spatium pro omnium misere erran- 
tium oonvorsione, pro sanctissimae fidei 
propagatione, et pro catbolicae Ecclesiae 
pace, tranquillitate, ao triumpho devote 
oraverint, et praeter consueta quatuor anni 
tempera tribus diebus, etiaui non oontinuis, 
nempe quarta et eexta feria, et Sabbuto 
ieiunaverint, et intra commcmoratum tem- 
poris spatium peocata sua confessi Sanctissi- 
mum Eucharistiae Sacramentum revcrenter 
susceperiut, et pauperibus aliquam eleemos^- 
nam, prout unicuique devotio suggent, 
erogaverint ; ceteris vero extra Urbem prae- 
dictam ubicumque degentibus, qui £ocle- 
sias, ab Ordinariis locorum, vel eorum 
Vicariis, seu Officialibus, aut de iUorum 
mandate, et, ipsis deficientibus, per eos, qui 
ibi curam animarum exercent, postquam ad 
illorum notitiam bae Nostrae Litterae per- 
veneriiit, de.4gnandas, vel earum aliquam 
praefiniti temporis spatio bis visitaverint, 
aiiaque recensita opera devote peregerint, 
plenissimam omnium peccatorum suorum 
remissionem et Indulgentiam, sicut in anno 
lubilaei visitintibus certas Ecclcsitis intra, 
et extra Urbtm praedictam concedi con- 
suevit, tonore pnietieiitium misericorditer 
in Domino concedimus atque indulgemus : 
quae Indulgentia animabu^ etiam quae Deo 
in caritate ooniunctae ex hac vita migra- 
verint, per modum suffragii applicari po- 
tent. 

Concedimus etiam, ut navigantes atque 
iter agentes, quam primum ad sua se domi- 
cilia receperint, operibua suprascriptis, et 
bis visitata Ecclesia ( 'athedrali, vel Maiori, 
vel propria Parochiali loci ipsorum domicilii, 
eamdem Indul)centiam oonsequi possint, et 
valeant. Kci^^laribus vero personis utrius- 
Que sexus etiam in claustris perpetuo 
uegcntibus, necnon aliis quibuscumque 



tam laicis, quam saecularibus, itemque in 
carcere, aut captivitate existentibus, vel 
aliqua corporis infirmitate, seu alio quo- 
cumque impedimento detentis, qui memo- 
rata opera, vel eorum aliqua praestare 
nequiverint, ut ilia Confessarius ex actu 
approbatis a locorum Ordinariis in alia pie- 
tatis opera commutare, vel in aliud proximum 
tempus prorogare possit, eaque iiiiungere, 
quae ipsi pocnitentes cfficere possint cum 
facultate etiam dispensandi super Conmiu- 
nione cum pueris, <^ui nondum ad primam 
Communionem admiasi fuerint, pariter con- 
cedimus atque indulgemus. 

Insuper omnibus et singulis Chridti- 
fidelibuB Saecularibus et Regularibus 
cuiusvis Ordinis et Instituti, etiam t>pecia- 
liter nominandi, licentiam concedimus, et 
facultatem, ut sibi ad hunc effectum eligere 
possint quemcumquo Presbyterum Con- 
fossarium, tam Saecularem, quam Regu- 
larem ex actu approbatis a locorum O^- 
nariis (qua fJEUcultate uti possint etiam 
Moniales, Novitiae, aliaeque mulieres intra 
claustra degentes, dummodo Confessarius 
approbatus sit pro Monialibus), qui eos ab 
exoommunicationis, suspeubionis, aliiaquo 
ecclesiasticis sententiis, et censuris a iure 
vel ab bomine quavis de causa latis vel 
inflictis praeter infra e^ceptas, necnon ab 
omnibus peccatis, excessibus, criminibus et 
delictis quantumvis gravibus et enormibus, 
etiam locorum Ordinariis, sive Nobis, et 
Sedi Apostolicae speciali licet forma reser- 
vatis, et quorum abaolutio alias quantumvis 
ampla non intelligeretnr ooncessa, in' foro 
coudcientiae, et bao vice tantum absolvere 
valeant ; et insuper vota quaecmnque etiam 
iurata, et Sedi Apostolicae reservata (casti- 
tatis, religionis, et obligationis, quae a tertio 
acceptata fuerit, seu }ji quibus agatur de 
praeiudicio tertii semper exceptis, quatenus 
ea vota sint perfecta et absoluta, necnon 
poenalibus, quae praeservativa a peccatis 
nuncupantur. nisi commutatio futura indi- 
cetur eiusmodi ut non minus a peccato oom- 
mittendo refraenet, quam prior voti materia), 
in alia pia et salutaria opera dispensando 
corarautare, iniuncta tamen eis, et eorum 
cuilibet in supradictis omnibus poenitentia 
salutari, aliisque eiusdem Confessarii arbi- 
trio iniungendis. 

Concedimus insuper facultatem dispen- 
sandi super irreo^laritttte ex violatione 
Censurarum contracta, quatenus ad forum 
externum non sit deducta. vel de facili 
dcducenda. Non intendimus autem per 
praesentes super alia quavis irregularitato 
sive ex defectu, vel publica, vel occulta, aut 
noti, aliaque incapacitate, aut inhabilitate 
quoquomodo oontracta dispensare, vel ali- 
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qiiam facnitatcm tribnere super praemissis 
dispensandi, sou habilitandi, et in pristinum 
statum restituondi, ctiam in furo con- 
ficientiao neque ctiam derogaro Constitu- 
tioni cum appositis declarationibus editae 
a fel. reo. Bonedicto XIV, Praodecessore 
Nostro Saeramentum Poenitentiae, quoad 
inhabilitatem absolvendi compliccm, et 
quoad obligationem denunciationis ; neqne 
easdem praescntes iis, qui a Nobis, et ab 
Apoetolica Sede, vel aliquo Praelato, seu 
ludioe Eoclesiastico iiominatim excommu- 
nicati, suspensi, intcrdicti, ecu alias in 
sententias, et consuras incidiese declarati, 
▼el publioe denunciati fuerint, ni&i intra 
tempus praefinitum satisfecerint, ant cum 
partibus conconlavcrint. nullomodo suffra- 
gari posse aut debore. Quod A intra prae- 
finitum terminum iudiclo Confessari satisfa- 
cere non potuerint, absolvi posse ooncedimus 
in foro conscientiae ad eifoctimi dumtaxat 
assequendi Indulgenfias lubilaei, iniuiicta 
obligatione b-atisfaciendi statim ao pote- 
runt. 

Quapropter in virtuto sanctao obedientiae 
tenore praescntium districte praecipimus, 
atque mandamus omnibus, et quibuscumque 
OHinariis locorum ubicumque exiatenlibus, 
eorumque Vicariis et Officialilms, vel ipsis 
deticientibus, illis, qui curam animarnm 
exercent, ut cum praescntium Litterarum 
■tran»umpta, aut exempla etiam impressa 
aoceperint, ilia, ubi primum pro teraporum 
ac locorum ratione satins in Domino cen- 
suerint, per suas Ecclesias ac Dioeceses, 
Provincias, Civitates, Oppida, Terras, et 
loca publiccnt, vel publican fai-iant, popu- 
lisque etiam Verbi Dei pracdicatioiie, quoad 
fieri po^jsit, rite praei)ar;iti8, Ecclesiam, 
seu Ecclesias visitandas pro praesenti lubi- 
Itpo designent. 

Non obstantibus Constitutionibu«, et Or- 
dinationibus Apostolicis praesertim quibus 
facultas abeolvendi in certis tunc expreasis 
casibus ita romano Pontificis pro tempore 
existeiiti reservatur, ut nee etiam similes, 
▼el dissimiles Indulgentiamm, et faculta- 
ium huiusmodi concessioncf, nisi de ill is 
expressa mentio, aut specialis derogatio fiat, 
cuiquam suffragari possint ; necnon regula 
de non concedendis Indulgentiis ad instar ; 
ac quommcumque Ordinum, et Congrega- 
tionum, sive Institutorum etiam iuramento, 
confirmatione Apostolica, vel quavis fir- 
mitate alia roboratis, btatutis et consuetudi- 
nibus, privilegiis quoque, indultis, et Litteris 
Apostolicis cisdem Ordinibus, Congrcga- 
tionibus, et Instituti?, illorumque personis 
quomodolibet conceasis, approbatis, et inno- 
▼atis: quibus omnibus et singulis etiamsi 
de illis, eorumqne totis tcnoribus, specialif^, 



specifica, expressa et indi^idua, uon ani^n 
per clausulas generales idem importantea^ 
mentio, seu alia quaevis expressio habenda, 
nut alia aliqua exquisita forma ad boo ser- 
vandti foret, illorum tenores praesentibiu 
pro 8ufficic;nter expressis, uo formam in lis 
traditam pro scrvata habentes, hac vioe 
specialiter, nominatim et expre^se ad efTecv- 
tum praemissorum, derogamus, ceteriflque 
contrariid quibuscumque. 

Praecipimus autem, a oommemoFato die 
prime lunii usque ad diem, quo Oecumenica 
Synodus finem habuerit, ab omnibus universiB 
catholici Orbis utriusque Cleri SaoerdotibiiB 
quotidie addi in Missam Conventoalem, 
»acrificium fieri in omnibus huios Uii^ 
Patriarchslibus, aliisque Basilicis, et GoUe- 
gialibus et Collegiatis Ecclesiis ab earam 
Canonicis, atque etiam in singulis ouiasqne 
Religiosae Famillue Ecclesiis Regulariimi, 
qui Conventualem Missam celebrare tenen- 
tur, feria qnnque quinta, qua festum duplex 
primae et secundne classic non agatur, qnln 
tamen haeo de Spiritu Sancto MisBii ullam 
habeat applicationis obligationem. 

Ut autem praesentes Nostrae, quae ad 
singula loca deferri non possunt, ad oroniam 
notitiam facilius dcveniant, volumos ut 
pracsentium transumptis, vel exemplis etiam 
imprcdsis, manu alicuius Notarii publici 
subscriptis, et sigillo personae in dignitate 
ecclesiastica constitutaie munitis, ubicumque 
locorum et gentium, eadom prorsus fides 
habeatur, quae haberctur ipsis praesentibus, 
si forent exliibitae vel ostensae. 

Datum Romae apud Sanctum Petrom 
sub Annulo Piscatoris, die 11 Aprilis anno 



Pontificatus Nostri Anno Vicesimotertio. 

N. Card. Paracciani Clabelli. 

(Dalla Civilta CattoUcd, 
V maggio 1869.) 



DOCUMENT Vin. 

Allocuzione tenuta nella Congregazione 
generale innanzi la prima sessione del 
Concilio Vaticano dal Santissimo nostro 
Bignore per la divina Prowidenza PAPA 
pro IX, il di 2 dioembre dell* anno 1869 
ai vesoovi del mon<lo catfolico' per lo stesBO 
Concilio in Roma convenuti. 

Venebabiles Fbatbes. 

Sacri oecumenici Vaticani Concilii Con- 
vcntus post pauoos hinc dies auspicaturi, 
.nihil opportunius Nobisque iucundins exisU- 
mavimus, W. FP., quam ut Vos universoe 
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liodierno die iuxta Nostra hie desideria 
oungregatos alloqui, ao pruecipuam caiita- 
tem, qmim intiiuo curde alimus, Yobis 
aperire posaemus. Cum enim du ro maxima 
agatur, qiialis est ilia in qua de reme<iii8 
c:)mparaiidis iigitur tot malis, quae Cbritf> 
tianum et civilem bocietatem hoc tempore 
perturbant, putavimus Aix)dtulica Nostra 
BoUicitudiiie dignum es^se, et tautao rei ma- 
giiitudini coDseiitaneum, ut antequam Con- 
ciliariumrerum actio iiiitium habeat, in oinnis 
gratiao auspicimu Yobis caelestis benedic- 
tioiiis o()cm a Deo clcmentissimo prccare- 
mur; ac necessarium ceusuimus, Yobis eas 
tradere normas, Apostolicis Noatris litteris 
consignatuB atque cditas, quas ad omnia in 
Conciliaribusactionibus rite et ordine agenda, 
constituend IS esse iudicavimus. Hoc au- 
tern illud est, YY. FF., quod Deo et imma- 
culuta Dei|)ara volis Nostiis annuente ho- 
diemo die in amplissimo hoc Yestro couventu 
peragiinus; neo tatis verbis explicare pos- 
sumus iugentem earn conK)lationem, quam 
Yesira haec exoptatu, et debita Apostolic :e 
vocis obscquio frequentia Nobid in<j;erit, cum 
Yos tandem ex omnibus Catliolici Orbis 
partibus in Imno almam Uriiem, indicti a 
Nobis Concilii causa oonvenisse, et eumma 
animorum coUfrendione Nobu»oum cuniunctos 
aspiciamns: quos eximia erga Nos et Apos- 
tolicaiu St-dem devotio, miriticus ad nuvun- 
dam Cbristo Regno optram ardor, et in 
pluribus etiam tribulationum pro Christo 
perpestdo iure «'fficit cordi Noatro carissimos. 
Haec aukm, YY. FF., 1 aec Yestra Nobis- 
cum coniuuctio eo gratior Nobis uccidit, quod 
in ca haei-entes ApOdt!»lorum vestigiis in- 
6i:$timus, qui suae unanimae et eonstantis 
cum tlivino Magistro coniunctioni.s Iticulcnta 
N(»bid exi-mpla reliquerunt. Nostis enim ex 
bacris litteris, cum Christus Dominus Pales- 
tinae ri^gionea peragrans iter fmeret per 
civitates et castella, pratdicaus i-t evangeli- 
znns re«nium Dei, Kiu!> lateri Apo^itolos 
l>ari omnes btudio adiiaesisse, et duodecim 
<Mim lilo, uti tSanctus Lucas ' loi|uitur, fide- 
littT quacunquc iter haberet. eSdC versatos. 
AU^ue huec A]X);3tolorum couiunclio splendi- 
dius etiam enituit eo tempore, cum cctelestis 
Mugist'-'r decent in Caphaniuuni, de divinao 
Kucbarlstiae niysterio coram Hebraeis 
fusiori scrmone pertractavit : tunc enim 
cum gens ilia carnalis it obtubioris sensus 
sibi do tant4ie caiitatis opero peisuadere non 
posset, utque ita Mngi^itri pertaesam be 
ost(3ii<Usset, ut multi di%cipulorum, I- anne 
testaiite, abircut retro et' uon cum iUo 
ambidari.iit, Apobtolorum tamen amor in 
Blagislii \eneratioue ct obscc^uio immotus 
{KTslitit, et lesu Apostolus pi'rcunctautc 
I Luc, 8, 1. * loann., 6, 67. 



niim et ipsi vellent abire, graviter id ferens 
Petrus in eas voces erupit : ** Domiiie ad 
quem ibimus?" ac rationem ndiecit quare 
Domiuum constunti fide setjui velle statueret: 
*' Yerba vitae aeternau Imbes." Haec nos 
aiiimo reculentes, quid dulciusaut iucuudius 
hac nobtra coniuncdoiio reputare, quid porro 
etiam firmius ac stabiiius tueri debt'amns ? 
Non deerunt certe Nobis, una licet in Christi 
nomine ooniunetis, non deerunt contradic- 
tiones ac dimicationes subeuniUie, nee inimi- 
cus homo segnis erit, nil magis cupiens qnaui 
8Ui>ersea)inare zizanin; at Nos memores 
Apostolicae firndtudinis et constantiae, 
quae Domini praeconio laiudari meruit : "* Yod 
esiis qui permansi^tis mecnm in tentationi- 
bus meis,** * meniores Redemptoris No&tri 
diserte deuunciantis : '*Qui mecum non est 
conira*me est," otticii pariter Nobtii me- 
mores esse debebimus, omnique btndio 
curare, ut iuooncussa fi<le ao firmitate 
Ciiri^um sequamur, Illique omni tempore 
eoncordtbus animis adhaereamus. In ea 
enim, YY. FF..coiiditioue coustituti sumus, 
ut in acie adversus multipliccs eosdemque 
acenimos liostes, diutuma inni contentions 
vert«emur. Utamur oportet spiritualibus 
militiae Nostrae armis, totumquu certaminis 
vim, tum divina inuixi auctoritate, turn 
caritati, paticutiae, prec.itionis i-t con- 
btantiae clypeo sustineamus. Nihil autem 
metus est ne vires nobis in hac dimicatioue 
deficiant, si in Auctorem et Consumator. m 
Fidei nostrae, oculos animustiue couiioere 
voluerinms. Si enim Apostoli ocidis et lo- 
gitatione in Christo. lesu defixi satis ex hoc 
anind viriumque snmpsoruut, ut ad versa 
quaeipie streuue perlerrent, Nos {writer 
Ipsuiu adbpicienti'S in s.dutari pignore Re* 
dt-mptiouid nostrae, ex iioc a8|Mx;tu, unde 
divina manat virtu ->, Nos tam vim roburque 
inveuicmus, quo c<dumnias, iuiurias, inimi- 
corum artci suijeremu.-^, ac sahitem Nobis, 
totjue etiam miticris a via veritutis erranti- 
bus ex Christi Cruce hauriro laetabimur. 
Neque vero Redemptorem Nostrum respicere 
coutenti, cam quoque mentis docilitatem 
iiiduamus necesse est, ut Eadem libenter 
toto cordis affeclu audientes simus. Hoo 
est enim quod ipse Pater caelestis Maiestatis 
suae auetoritato pruecepit, cum revelante 
Chiist) Dumiiio gloiiam suam in moute 
praecelso curam electis testibus : '^Ilic ist, 
mquit, Filius mens diUctus in quo miid 
bene complacui, Ipsum audite.*' Ii-sum 
igitur prono nienlis obsequ o hudianms 
utique in omni re, at in ea praecipue (pinm 
Ipso ita conli habuit, ut praenosceus ditli- 
cultates (juibus ipsa obnoxia futura esset in 
muudo, de ilia ipsa Patrem suum obsccraru 
1 Luc, 22, 2S. 
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in noviBsima Caena effnsis iteratisque votis 
non omiBerit: ** Pater Sancte, serva eoe io 
nomino tno quos dedisti mihi, ut sint unum 
sicut et 1108. ^ Una itaque anima onm uno 
corde in Christo lesu sit cunctis. Non 
alind sane Nobis maiori oonsolationi fatnrum 
est qnam si obsefjuentem Christi monitis 
aurem cordis ingiter praebaerimns, quo 
pacto ot Nos esse cum Christo agnoscemus, 
et perspiouum aetemae salutis pigiius inesse 
repericmos in Nobis : '* Qui enim ex Deo 
est, verba Dei audit.'* • 

Has Pontiflciae Nostrae cohortationis 
voces ex intimo corde depromptas, Omni- 
potens et Misericors Deus, Deipara Imraacu- 
lata deprecante, potenti sua ope confirmot, 
efflciatque propitius, ut uberibus fructibus 
augeantur. Convertat deinde fociem suam 
ad Vos, VV. FP., ao turn corpora turn ani- 
mos Vestroe benedictionis suae gratia prose- 
quatur : corpora nempe, ut labores omnes, 
qui a Yestro sacro ministerio abesse non 
possunt, strenue alacriterque fcrre valcatis ; 
animos vero, ut caelestibus auxiliis abunde 
repleti, sacerdotalis vitae exempUs et virtu- 
turn omnium splendore in Cliristiani Gregis 
salutem praeluceatis. Huius autem bene- 
dictionis gratia Yobis continenter adsit, 
atque omnibus vitae Yestrao diebus cle- 
menter adspiret, ut dies plcni inveniantur 
in Yobis, pleni sanctitatis et iustitiae, pleni 
sanctorum operum fructibus, in ^uibus 
verae nobis divitiao et gloria continetur. 
Atque ita Nobis continget feliciter ut 
expleto mortalis percgrinationis cursu, in 
novissimo illo vitae die dicere cum Pro- 
pheta Rege non vercamur : ** Laetatus simi 
in his quae dicta sunt mihi, in domum 
Domini ibimus; " atque aditum Nobis 
patcre plane confidamus in Montem sanctum 
Siun, caelcstem Hierusalem. 

(Dalla CivUta Cattdica, 
18 decembre 1869.) 



DOCUMENT IX. 

Lettere Apostoliche della Santilk di nostro 
Signoro per divina Provvidenza PAPA 
PIO IX, oolle quali si stabilisce Tordine 
generale da osservarsi nella celcbrazione 
ael sacrosanto ecxmienico Conoilio Yati- 
oano. 

PiV8 Papa IX 

AD FVTVBAM REI MEHOBIAH. 

Multiplices inter, quibus divoxamur an- 
gustias, ad Divinae Clcmentiac, quae conw- 

' loAnn., 17, 11. « fojinn., «, 47. 



latur Nos in omni trifmlatione Nodra,* 
gratias pcrsolvendas maxime excitamnr, 
qua propitiante, illud celeriter Nobis oon- 
tinget, ut sacrosanctum generale et oocome- 
nicum Concilium Yaticanum iam a Nobis ea 
adspirante indictum, feliciter anspioemiir, 
Gaudium autem in Domino iare praedpl- 
mus, quod salutares Concilii eiusaem oon- 
ventus solemni die fmmaculatae Dei Matris 
Mariae semper Yirginis Conceptioni atao, 
atque adeo sub potentibus matemiaqae aiu- 
piciid eius agg^ressuri sumus, eoeqne in 
Yaticana Nostra Basilica inituri ante 
Beatissimi Petri cineres, qui fit aocegta Jar^ 
titudine Petrae peneverans guseepla Eedenae 
gubernacula p<m rdiquit, et in quo mmUum 
Tasiorum eoUicitudOf eum oonunendaUurum 
Hbi ovium eustodia persevereUJ* lamvero 
memores hoc oecumenioum Conoiliam a 
Nobis convocatum fuisse, ut extirpandia 
erroribus, quoe praesertim huina saeonli 
oonflavit impietas, removendis mat is, qnibof 
Ecclesia affligitur, emendandis moribna et 
utriusque Cleri disciplinae instaurandae, 
ooniuncta Nobiscum sacrorum Ecclesiae 
Antidtitum adhibeatur opera, ao probe nos- 
oentes, quo studio intentaque sollicitndlne 
curare debeamus, ut ca omnia, quae ad 
rectam rationem tam salutaris negotii ge- 
rendi, tractandi ao perflciendi pertinent, ex 
sancta maiorum disciplina institutiaque 
statuantur, idcirco Apostolicra Nostra auc- 
toritate ea quae sequuntur decemimus, 
atque ab omnibus in hoc Yaticano Conoilio 
servanda esse praecipimus. 

I. 

De modo vivendi in ConeHio, 
Reputantes animo quod omne datum opii- 
muniy et omne donum perfectum desursum 
e$t, desrendens a Poire lUfiMfuim,* quodqoe 
nihil Caeloatis Patris benignitati pronius 
est, quam ut det spiritum honum petentibu$ 
$e,* iam Nos, dum Apostolicis Nostria Lit- 
teris,* die undecimo Aprilis hoc anno 
datis, Ecclesiae thesauros sacroeancti haius 
Concilii occasione Christifldelibus reaeravi- 
mus, non solum eosdem Chnstifideles 
vehementcr liortati sumus, ut emundantea 
conseientiam ab operibus mortui$ cid gcT' 
viendutn Deo viventi* orationibus, obseora- 
tionihus, ieiuniis aliisque pietatis actibua 
insistero velint: sed etiam Divini Bpiritos 
lumen et opcm in sacrosancto Missae sacri- 
flcio celebrando, quotidie in univerdo Orbe 

1 11. Corinth, i. 4. 

2 San. Leo C. Serm. 9, in Anniver. Auumpiumit 
su€u. s lacob. I. 17. 

* Luc. xl., 13. » LiU. Noet. 11 aprilis 1869. 

fi Kp. a<l Hcbrac, Ix., 14. 
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Catholico implorari mandavitims, ad pro- 
speram a Domino huio Concilio exitum, et 
Bulutares ex eo Ecclesiae sanctae fnictus 
impctrandos. 

Qiias quidem adhortationes ct praescrip- 
tiones modo renovantea et oonfirmantes, id 
praeterea iubcmus, ut in huius almae UrbiB 
Noetrae EoclcBiis, sacroeancta Sypodo per* 
durento singulU diebus Dominicis horn, 
quae pro fldeli populo magis eougraa Yidea- 
tor, LitaniHe aliuoqae orutiones ad huno 
flnem oonstitntae recitentor. 

At longe his maius aliquid et excellentius 
ab Epifloopis, aliisque qui in BacerdotuU 
Ordine ceiutentur hoc Concilium concele- 
brantibuB, praestandum est, quos, uti mi- 
nistroB Chnsti et dispensatores mysteriorum 
Dei oportet in omnibus seipeos praebere 
exempium bonorum optrum in d'tcirinaf in 
integritate, in gravitate, ffe>biim aanum, trrtf- 
prehennWe, ut hi$ qui ex adverwo ett vereatur 
nihil haben$ malum dicere de nobis.^ Quare 
▼eterum Conciliorum ao Tridentini nomina- 
tim vestigiiB inliaerentes hortamur illos 
omnes in Domino, ut orationi, sacrae lectioni, 
oiielestium rerum meditationibus pro sua 
cuiusque pietate studiose iutendant : ut pure 
easteque aanoto Miasae saorificio, quum fieri 
poesit) frequenter operentur; animum men* 
temque ab humanarum rerum curis immu- 
nem eervent; mudestiam in moribus, in 
viotu temperantiam, et in omni actione 
religionem retineant Ab»int animorum 
diflsidia, abait prava aemulatio et oontentio, 
sed omnibus imperet, quae inti-r citeras 
virtiites eminet cnaritas, ut ilia dominante 
et inrolumi, de hoc sacro Episooporum £c- 
clesiue oonventu did possit: Ecce quam 
bonum et quam iucundum hahitare fratrea in 
unum, ' Evigileut demum Patres in domcbti- 
corum suorum cura, et christiunae ab cis 
sanctaeque vitae disciplina exigenda, me- 
mores quam gravibns verbis Paulus Apo- 
stolus praecipiat Episcopis, ut siut suae 
domui bene praepositL ' 

II. 
De iure et modo proponendi. 

Licet ius et munus proponendi negotia, 
quae in sancta occumeuica Bynodo tract ari 
debebuiit, de iisquo Putrum sontentius 
rogandi nonnieti aa Nos, et ad banc Apo- 
stolicam Sedem pcrtiueat, nihilooiinus iion 
modo optamus, tied etium hortamur, ut si 
qui inter Concilii Patros aliuuid proiwinon- 
dum habuerint, quod ad puoiicam utiiita- 
tem confer I e posse existmient, id libere 
exoqui velint. Cum vero probe perspiciamus 

» Ep. ad Tit., «., 1. » Ph. cxxxil. 8. 

s 1. Tiuioth. iii., 4. 



banc ipsam rem, nisi congruo tempore et 
modo perficiatur, non pirum neccssario 
Coueiliarium actionum oroini officere posse, 
idcirco statuimus eiusmodi pmpositiones ita 
fieri debere, ut earum quaelibet 1. scripto 
mandctur, ac pecuiiari Congregationi uon- 
nuUorum. tum VV. FF. NN. 8. R. E. 
Cardinalium, tum Synodi Patrum a Nobia 
deputandao privatim exhibeatur : 2. publi- 
cum rei eliristianae bonum vere re^piciat, 
non siiigularem dumtaxat unius vel afterius 
Dioecesis utilitatom: 3. rationcs contineat, 
ob quits utilis et onportuna censetur : 4. 
nihil praeseferat, quod a oonstanti EScclesiae 
sensu, eiusque inviolabilibus traditionibns 
alienum sit. 

Peculiaris pracdicta Congregatio proposi- 
tiunes sibi exliibitasi diligenter expendet, 
suumque circa earum admiiisionem tcI exclo- 
sionem consilium Nobtro iudicio subutittet, 
ut Nod deinde matura conuderatione de iis 
statuamus, utrum ad Synodalcm delibera* 
tionem deferri debcant. 

IIL 

De iecreto tervando in Concilio. 

Prudeiitiae hie ratio Nos atlmonet, ut 
secreti fidem, quae in superioribus Conciliis 
non t-emel, adiunctorum gravitate exigente, 
intlicenda fuit, in univirna huiu4 Concilii 
actione scrvandam iubearoiis. Si enim un- 
quam aliiis, hue muxime ti mporo haec oautio 
neeesttariii viha est, quo in omnemoc(*asionim 
excubat invidiae conflaiidne contra Catholi- 
cam Eccle.^'iam tiusque dcctrinam, pluribus 
noccTidi opibns pollens impietus. Qua- 
propter praeeipimus omnibus et singulis 
Patribus, Offlcialibus Concilii, Theologis. 
Sacrorum Canonum Peritis, ceterisque. qui 
operam suum Patribus vel Offlcialibus prae- 
dictis quovis modo in rebus huiuM Concilii 
praebent, ut decreta et alia quaecumque, 

re iis txaminanda pro|.onentur, necnou 
ussioncs et singulorum scutentias non 
evulgeut, nee alioui extra gremium Concilii 
pandant, praecipimus pariter ut Officialeti 
Concilii, qui opiscopali dignitiite praoditi 
non sunt, aliique omnes, qui rationo cuius vis 
demoiidati a Nul>i« ministerii Conciliaribus 
disceptationibus inservire debent. iuramcn- 
tum emittcro teneantur de munere fidelitcr 
obeundo, et do secret! fide servanda circa ea 
omnia ouoe supra praescripta sunt, necuon 
super iu rebus, quae specialiter iptds com- 
mittentur. 

IV. 

De ordine eedendi, et de non in/erendo alicui 
praeiudicio. 

Cum ad tranauillitatom concordiamque 
animorum tuonoam non parum momonti 
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habeat, si in quibuslibet Conciliaribas acti- 
biis, unusquisque suae dignitatis ordinem 
fldolitor ac modesto custodiat: hinc ad 
offcnsionum oocasionos, quoad eios fieri poe- 
sit, pmeeidendaa, infr.iscriptum ordinem 
inter diversas dignitatcs servari prttescribi- 
mus. 

Primmn locmn obtinebunt W. FP. NN. 
6. R. £. Caitlinales Kpisoopi, Presbyteri, 
Diaooni; secundum Patriarchae; tertium, 
ex speciali Nostra indulgentia, Primates, 
iuxta ordinem suae promotionis nd Prima- 
tialem gradum. Id autem pro bac vice 
tantum indulgcmus, atque ita, ut ex hao 
Nostra conoessionc nullum ius Tel ipsis 
Primatibus datum, vel aliis imroinutiun 
censeri debeat. Quartum locum tenebunt 
Archiepidcopi, iuxta suio ad Archiepiscopa- 
turn promotionis ordinem ; quiutum Epi- 
scopi, pariter iuxta ordinem promotionis 
suae; sextum Abbates Nullias Dioocesis; 
septimum Abbates Generales, aliiquo Gone- 
rales Moderutores Ordinum Religiosorum, 
in quibua solemnia vota nuncupantur, 
etiamsi Vioarii Generalis titulo appellentur, 
dum tamen re ipsa cum omnibus supremi 
moderatoris iuribns et privilegiis, universe 
0UO Ordini legitime praesunt. 

Ceterum ex superiorum C-onciliorum dis- 
ciplina institutoque deccmimus, quod, si 
forte contigerit, aiiquos dobito in loco non 
sedere, et sentcntiae etiam sub vorbo placet 
proferre, Congregationibui} intercsftC, et alios 
quoscumque actus facere, Concilio durante, 
nuUi propterea praoiudicium gcneretur, nul- 
lique novum ius acquiratur. ' 

V. 

De ludicibus excusatlonum et querelarum. 

Quo gravionim rcrum pertracUitio, quae 
in bac sacrosancta Synodo agi gerivc debont, 
minus quam fieri pos^it, impeiiiatnr, aut 
rotnrdoiur ob cognitioncm causarum, quae 
singulos respii'iunt: statuimus ut ipsa 
Syiiodus per schodulas secrctas qulnquo ex 
Coiicilii Piitribus eligat in Iwlices exciua- 
iionum^ quorum erit procurationes et excu- 
sationcs Pmelatorum absuiitiuni, necnon 
eorum postulata. qui, Concilio nondimi 
dimisso, iustam disceclondi caiisam so ha- 
bere putaverint, oxci|)erc, atque ad normam 
conriliaris discipUnao ot SS. Canonum cx- 
peudere : quod cum fecerint, non quidquam 
de liisco rebus deccrucnt, sed de omnibus 
ad Congregationem genera'em ordine re- 
ferent. Pmi-terea btatuimus. ut eadem 
Synodus pariter per scliedulas secrctas, 

> Cone. Trld. Sim. 2. THxrct. De modo viv. $ in- 
super. 



aline quinque ex Patribus eligat, in ludiem 
quprelarum et eantrovenianim. 

Hi porro controversias omnes cirra oidi« 
nem sedendi, vel ius praecedendi, aliaaque, 
si quae forte inter congregatoe oriaotur, 
iudioio summario atque oeoonamice^ ut aiimti 
ita componere studebunt, ut nolli praeiodi- 
cium inferatur: et quatenus oomponere 
nequeant, eas Congregatioais geaemlis 
auctoritati suMicient. 

VI. 

De OfficialibM ConeUii, 

Quo vero et illud magni referi, ut neoeft- 
sarii ac idonei ministri et officialea, iuxto 
concilinrem oonsuetudinem et disoiplinam, 
omnibus in bac Synodo actibus rite et legi- 
time j)erficicndi.H designentur, No« huioft- 
modi ministeriorum rationem babentea, in- 
frascriptos viros ad ea deligemua et no- 
minamus, scilicet : 

1. Generales Concilii custodea, dileotos 
filios Toannem Columna' et Dominicum 
Orsini romanos Principes Pontificio Ncwtio 
solio Adsistentes. 

2. Concilii Secretarium, Venerabilem 
Fratrem losepbum Episoopum 8. Hippolyti, 
eique adiic'mus cum officio et titulo Subse- 
cretarii, dilectum filium Ludovicum laoo- 
bini o Nostris et huius Apostolicae Sedis 
Protonotariis, necnon adiutores, dileotos 
filios Canonicos Camillum Santori et An- 
gelum lacobini. 

3. Concilii Nolarios, dileotos filios Lucam 
Pacific!, Aloisium Colombo, loannem Si- 
meoni, Aloisium Pericoli, et Dominicum 
Bartolini Nostros et huius Apostolicae Sedis 
Protonotarios, eisquo adiungimus dileetos 
filios Salvatorem Pnllottini et Franciscum 
Sonti Advocates ; qui Notariis eisdem adiu- 
tricem operam navent. 

4. Scrutatores Suff'ragiorum, dilectos filios 
Aloisium J- crafini et Franciscum Nardi cau- 
sarum Palatii Noslri Apostolici Autlitores; 
Aloisium Pellegnni et Leonardum Dialti 
Nostrae Cumomo Apostolicae Clericos: 
Carolum Cristofori et Alexandrum Montani 
Sij^iiturae lustitiae votuntes: Fridericum 
de Falloux du Coudniy Nostrae Cancellariae 
Apostolicae Rcgcntem, et Laurentium Nina 
Abbreviatorcm ex maiori Pnrco. Hi autem 
octo scnitaforcs in quatuor distincta paria 
distribuii, ita ad exoipionda suffragia pre- 
Ci'dent, ut bina paiia unum Couciliaris 
Aulae latus totidemque altenuu obeant ; ac 
pmetcrca singula paria singulos ex Notariis 
secum habere dcl>ebunt, dimi in munere 
fungendo versantur. 

5. Promotores Concilii, dilectos filios loan* 
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Item Baptistam de DominidB-Toeti, et 
Philippum Ralli 8. Conaiatorii Advocatos. 

6. MagistroB Caeremoniarum Concilii, 
dilectos tilios Aloisium Ferrari Antistitem 
Noijtrum domesticum Pracfectum, et Pium 
Martiiiuf*ci, Camlllum Balestra, Remigium 
Rieci, losephum Romagnoli, Petnim 
loeephum Rinaldi-Buoci, Antonium Cataldi, 
Alexandnim Tortoli, Augustinum Aocoram- 
boni, Aloidium Sinistrif Francisciim Riggi, 
Antonium Gattoni, Balthasarem Baocinetti, 
Caesarem Togpi, Roclium Massi, Nostros, et 
huius ApostoTicae Sedid Cueremoniarios. 

7. Afisignatores locomm, dilectoe filioB 
Henricum Folclii Praefectum, ac Aloifiium 
Naselli, Edmundum Stonor, Paulum Bas- 
tide, Aloifliom Pallotti intimos Nostroe 
Cubicularios, et dilectoe filios Scipionem 
Perilli, Gustayum Gallot, Franciscum Re- 
gnani, Nicolaum Vorsak, et Philippum Sil- 
▼estri Cubicularios Nostros honoranos. 

VII. 
De CongregcUionibus generdlibtu PcUrum, 

Ad ea modo curam convertentes, quae 
Congregationum gencralium ordinem re- 
gpiciimt, statuimus ao decemimus, ut iisdem 
Patrum Congregationibus, quae publicis 
scpsionibus praemittuntur quinque ex VV. 
FF. NN. S. R. E. Cardinalibus Nostro 
Nomine et Auctoritate praesint, et ad boo 
munus cligimus et nominumus, Venerubilem 
Fratrem Nostrum Carolum 8. R. E. Car- 
dinalcm Episropum Sabincnfem De Reisach 
Duncupatum, dilectos filios Nostros 8. R. £. 
Presbyteros Cardinalcs Antoninum titulo 
88. Quatuor Coronatorum De Luca nuucu- 
patum; losephum Andream titulo 8. Hie- 
ronymi Illyricorum hizzarri nuncupatnm, 
et dilectum filium Nostrum Hannibalem 8. 
R. E. Cardinalem Diaeonum 8. Mariae in 
Aquiro Capalti nuneupatiun. 

Hi autem Praesides, praeter alia, quae ad 
aptam horum Conventuum moderatiouem 
spcctnntf curabuift ut in rebus pertractandis 
initium fiat a disceptatione eorum, quae ad 
fidem pertinent ; deinde integrum ipsis erit 
consultat ones in fidei \e\ disciplinae capite 
conferre, prout opportunum iudicaverint. 

Cum vero Nos, iam inde a tempore, quo 
Apostolieas Litteras ad hoc Concilium 
indioendum dedimus, Viros Theologos et 
ecclesia^stici iuris Con&ultos, ex variis Catlio- 
lici orbis rcgionibus in banc almam Urbem 
Noatrom evocandos curaverimus, ut ima 
cum aliis buius Urbis, et earumdcm disci- 
plinarum peritis Tiris, rebus apparandis 
durent operam, qune ad buius generalis 
8ynodi scopum pertinent, atque ita expe- 
ditior via in n^rum tractatione Patribus 



patere posset ; hinc volumus et mandamus, 
ut schemcUa docretorum et canonum ab 
iisdem viris expressa et redacta, quae Nos, 
nulla Nostra approbationc munita, integra 
intogre Patrum cognltioni reservaTimus, 
iisdem Patribus in Congregationem gene- 
ralem collectis ad examen et indicium 
subiiciantur. Itaque» curantibus memoretis 
Praesidibus, ali(^uot ante dies quam Con- 
gregatio generalis habeatur, dccretorum et 
canonum schemata, de quibus in Congrega- 
tione indicta agendum erit, typis imprcssa 
singulis Patribus fiistribuentur, quo interim 
ilia diligenti consideratione in omnem par- 
tem expendant, et quid sibi sententiae esse 
debeat accurate perndeant. Si quis Patrum 
de scbemate proposito sermonem in Congre- 
gatione ipsa habere Yoluerit, ad debitum 
inter oratores ordinem pro cuiusque digni- 
tatis gradu serrandum, opus erit, ut saltern 
pridie diei Congregationis ipsius, Praesidi- 
bus suum disserendi propositum significan- 
dum curet Auditis autem istorum Patrum 
sermonibns, si alii etiam post eos in oonventu 
ipso disserere voluerint, hoc iisdem las erit, 
obtenta prins a Praesidibns dicendi Tenia, 
et eo ordine, quem dicentium dignitas poetu- 
laverit. 

lamvero si in ca quae babetur Congrega- 
tione exhibitum schema ?el nullas, yel non- 
nisi leves difticultates in ipso congressu 
facile expediendas obtulerit, tunc nibil 
morae erit, quominus, disceptationibus oom- 
positis, dccreti vel canonis Conciliaris, de 
quo agitur, formula, rogatis Patrum suf- 
fragiis. statuatur. 8in autem circa schema 
proedictum huiusmodi oriantur difficultates, 
ut, sententiis in contraria conversis, via non 
suppctat, qua in ipao oonventu componi poe- 
sint, tum ea ratio ineunda erit, quam neio 
infra statuimus, ut stabili et opportuno modo 
huic rei provideatur. Volumus itaque, ut 
ab ipso Concilii exordio quatuor speciales 
ac uistinctae Patrum Congregationes seu 
Deputalianes instituantur, quarum prima de 
rebus ad fidem pertinentibus, altera de rebus 
disciplinae ecclcsiasticae, tertia de rebus 
Ordinum Re<<ulariimi, quaita demum de 
rebus ritus Orientalis, Ci>ncilio pcrdurante, 
cognoscero et tractare debebit. Quaevis ex 
pruedictis Cong^gationibus seu Deputa- 
tionibus numero Patrum quatuor et viginti 
constabit, qui a Concilii Patribus per sche- 
dulas secretas eligentur. Unicuique ex 
iisdem Congregationibus seuDeputat^oiiibua 
praeerit unus ex VV. FF. NN. 8. R. E. Car- 
dinalibus a Nobis desiguandus, qui ex 
Conciliaribus Theologis vel Iuris Canoniei 
peritis, ununi aut phi res in commodum suae 
Congregationis seu Depiitationis adscisc'et, 
atque ex iis uuum const! tuet, qui Socretarii 
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mnnere eidem Congrcgationi seu Depnta- 
tioni operam navet. Igitur si illnd oonti- 
gerit, quod supra innuimus, ut nimimm in 
gcnerali Gongrcgatione quaestio de propo- 
sito scbemate exona dirimi non potuerit, 
turn Cardinales eiusdem generalis Congre- 
gationis Pracsides curabunt at schema, de 
quo agitur, una cum obicctis difficultatibus 
examini subiiciatur illius ex specialibus 
DeputationibuB, ad auam, iuxta assignata 
cuique rerum tractanaarum genera pertinore 
intelligiiur. Quae in hao peculiar! Deputa- 
tione deliberata fuerint, eorum relatio typis 
edita PatribuB dirigcnda erit, iuxta metlio- 
dum a Nobis Bupcrius praescriptam, ut 
deinde in proxima Gongregatione generali, 
si nihil amplius obstiterit, rogatis Patrum 
Buffragiis, aecreti vel canonis Conciliaris 
ft)nnula oondatur. Buffragia autem a Pa- 
tribus oretenus edentur, ita tamen, ut ipsis 
integrum sit ctiam de scripto ilia pronun- 
tiare. 

VIII. 

De 8e$9umibu8 publicis, 

Publicarum nunc Bessionum oelebratio 
exigit, ut rebus et actionibus in ea rite 
dirigendis, congrua ratione oonsulamus. 
Itaque in unaquaque publica Scssione, oon- 
sidentibus sue loco et ordino Patribus, 
scrvatisque adamussim caeremoniis, quae 
in rituali instnictione iisdem Patribus do 
mandato Nostro tradenda continentur, de 
suggestu derretorum et oanonum formulae 
in superioribus Congregationibus generali* 
bus conditae, voce sublata et clara iussu 
Noetro recitabuntur, eo ordino, ut primum 
canones de dogmatibus Fidei, deinde de- 
creta de disciplina pronuncientur, et ea 
adhibita solemni tituli praefatione, c[ua 
Praedecessores Nostri in eiusmodi Concihari 
actione uti cunsueverunt, nempo : Fitu Epis- 
copus b'erviu Servorum Dei, sacro approbante 
Concilio^ ud perpetuam rei memoriam. Tunc 
vero rogabuiitur Patres, an placeant canones 
et decreta porlccta; ac stutim proccdent 
scrutatorcs suffragiorum, iuxta methodum 
superius constitutam, ad sufiragia singilla- 
tim et ordine excipicnda, eaque accurate 
dcscribent. Hac autem in re deolaramus 
suffragia pronunciari debere in haeo verba, 
placet aut non plncet: ac simul edicimus, 
minime fas esse a Bessione absentibus quavis 
de causa, suffragium suum scripto cousigi la- 
tum ad Concilium mittcre. lamvcro suf- 
fragils coUcctis, Concilii Becretariud una 
cum supradictis scrutatoribus jpenes Ponti- 
ficalem Nostram Cathedram, lis accurate 
dirimendis ac numerandis operam dabunt, 
ac de ipsis ad Nos roferent: Nos deinde 
suprcmam Noetmm sentontiam cdicemus, 



eamqno enundari et promulgari mandabi- 
mns, hac adhibita Bolemni formula: ** De- 
creta modo lecta plaeuerunt omnibui PaM- 
busj nemine dUtentienle ; vel (si qui foHe 
dissenserint) tot numero ex43epii»; Nogquef 
8arro approbante ConeiUo, itla ita deoem*' 
tntis $tatuimu8 atque taneimtu, tU lecta tunt," 
Hisce autem omnibus expletis, erit Prrmo- 
torum, Concilii rogare I^otonutarios prae- 
Bentes, ut de omnibus et singulis in Beaaioiie 
peractis, unum vel plura, instmmentum vol 
instrumenta oonficiantur. Denique die 
proximae Sessionis de mandato Nostro in- 
dicta, Bessionis conventus dimittetur. 

IX. 
De non ditcedendo a ConeHio. 

Universis porro Concilii Patribus, aliiaque 
qui eidem interesse debent praedpimua sob 
poenis per SB. Cunones indictis, ut ne quia 
eorum, antequam Bacrosanctum hoc genende 
et Oecumenicum Concilium Vaticanum rite 
absolutum et a Nobis dimissum sit, diaoeda^ 
nisi disocssionis causa iuxta normam rape* 
rius ddSnitam cognita et probata faerit, ao 
impctrata a Nobis abeundi facultaa. 



Indultum ApostoUeum de non resideniia pro 
iU qui Concilio intertunt. 

Cum ii omnes qui Conciliaribus aotionibns 
interesse tenentur, ea in re univeraali Eccle- 
siae deserviant ; Praedecesborum NoetroTam 
etiam oxemplum sequuti^ Apoetolioa be- 
nignitate indulgemns, ut turn PraesnleB 
aliique suffragii ius in hoc Concilio ba- 
bentes, tum ceteri omnes eidem ConciUo 
operam quovis titulo impendentea, suoram 
beneficiorum fructus, reditu^ proventos to 
distributioncs qnotidianas percipere poeaint, 
iis tantum distributionibus exceptia, quae 
inter praesentes fieri dicuntur; idque con- 
cedimus Bynodo perdurante, et donee 
quisque eidem adsit aut inserviut. 

Haec volumus atque mandamus, deoer- 
ncntea has Nostras Litteras et in eis oon- 
tcnta quaocuroquc, in proximo BsoroaanctD 
generali et Oecumenico Concilio Vaticano, 
ab omnibus et singulis ad quoa anoctat, 
respective et inviolabiliter observari aebere. 
Non obstantihus, quamvis speciali atque 
individua mentione bc derogatione digniB, 
in oontrarium faciontibus qnibuscumque. 

Datum Roraae apud B. Petmm sub An- 
nulo Piscatoris, die XXVII Novombria 

I ruulus III. l}n?v. I. Janiiarii 1546; ritu IV 
Brcv. 25, Nov. 1561. 
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anno MDCCCLXIX. Pontifinatos Nostri 
anno Vigeslmo quarto. 

N. Card. Paracciani-Clarelu. 

(Dalla Civilth Caitoliea, 18 deoembre 
18G9.) 



DOCUMENT X. 

AUoonzione che il Santissimo nostro Signore 
per divina Prowidenza PAPA PIO IX, 
per dare principio al sacro Concilio ecu- 
mcnioo il di 8 decembro dell* anno 1 869, 
ienne nella Basilica vaticana ai vesoovi 
del mondo cattolico conyenuti alio aiesao 
Concilio. 

Yenebabilbs Fbatbbs. 

Quod Totis omnibus ao precibus ab Deo 
pctebamuB, ut Oecumonicum Concilium a 
Nobis indictum concelebrare possemus, id 
insigni ao siagulari Dei ipsius boneflcio, 
datum Nobis esse summopcre lactamur. 
Itaque exultat cor Nostrum in Domino et 
incrodibili consolatione perfunditur, quod 
auspicatissimo hoc die Immaoulataie Dei 
Genitricis Yirginis Mariae Conceptioni sa- 
cro, Yos qui in partem sollicitudinis Nostrae 
vooati cbtis, iierum maiori quam alias £re- 
quentia, in hac catholicae Beligionis aree 
pracsentes intuemur, aspectuque Yestro per- 
fmimur iucundisdimo. 

Yos autem nunc, Yenerabiles Fratres, In 
nomine Christ! congregati * ailestis, ut Nobis- 
cum testimonium perhibeati;} Yerbo Dei et 
testimonium lesu Chriati,' viamque Dei in 
yeritate omnes homines Nobiscum doceatis,' 
et de oppoditionibus falsi nominis scientiae/ 
Nobiscum Spiritu Sancto duce iudicetis.* 

Si enim unquam alias hoc maxime tem- 
pore, quo vera luzit et defluxit terra infecta 
ab habitatoribus suis,' divinae gloriae zclus, 
et Dominici gregis salus a Nobis postulat, 
ut circumdemus Sion et complectamur eum, 
narremus in turribus eius, et ponamus oorda 
Nostra in virtute eius.' 

Yidetis enim, Yenerabiles Fratres, quanto 
impetu antiquus humoni generis hostis 
Domum Dei, quam decet &anctitudo, ag- 
gressus sit et us(^ue aggrediatur. £o auo- 
tore funcsta ilia impiorum ooniuratio late 
grassatur, quae coniunctione fortls, opibus 
potens, munita institutis, et velamen habens 
malitiae libertatcm,* acerrimum adversus 
Sanctam Christi Eoclcsiam bellum, omni 

I Matt.,. 18, 20. « Apoc, 1, 2. » Matth. 22, 16.; 

* 1. Tim., 6, 20. « Act. Apcut. 16, 19. 
« laal., 21, 4, 5. ' I^Balm xlvii., 13, 14. 

• 1. I'ct., 2, 16. 



scelere imbutum urgere non desinit Huins 
belli genus, vim, anna, progressus, oonsilia 
non ignoratis. Yersntur Yobis continenter 
ante oculos sanarum doctrinarum, quibus 
humanae res in suis quuequeordinibus inni- 
tuntur, perturbatio et oonfusio, luctuosa iuris 
cuiusque perversio, multiplices mentiondi 
audacter et corrumpendi artes, quibus 
iustitiae, honestatis et auctoritatis salntaria 
vinoula solvuntur, pessimae quaeque cupi- 
ditates inflammantur, Christiana Fides ab 
animis funditus convellitur, ita ut certum 
hoc tempore Eodesiae Dei metuendum esset 
exitium, si ullis hotninum machinationibus 
et conatibus exscindi posset At nihil 
Ecclesia potentius, inquibat sanctus loannes 
Chrysostomus : Ecclesia est ipso caelo for- 
tior. Caelum et terra transibunt; yerba 
autem mea non transibunt Quae yerba? 
Tu es Petrus, et super hano Petrara aedi- 
fic&ho Ecclesiam mean, et portae infer! non 
preyalebunt adversus earn.' 

Quamouam yero Civitas Domini yirtutum, 
Civitas Dei Nostri inexpugnabili funda- 
mento nitatur, tamen agnoscentes ao intimo 
cordo dolentes tantam malorum congeriem 
animarumque ruinam, ad quam ayertendam 
yel vitam p-tncre parati essemus, Nos qui 
aetemi Pastorid \icaria in Terris procura- 
tione fungentes, zelo domus Dei prae caeteris 
inoendumur necesse est, eam %iam et rationem 
ineundam Nobis esse duximus, quae ad tot 
Eoclesiae detrimenta sarcienda utilior et 
opportunior yideretur. Ac illud Isaiae saepe 
ammo reyolventes: "Ini consilium, coge 
concilium," et reputantes huiusmodi reme- 
dium in gravissimis rei christianae tempo- 
ribus a Ptaedecessoribus Nostris salutariter 
esse usurpatum, post diutumas preces, post 
collata cum Yenerabilibus Fratrious Nostris 
Sanctae Bomanae Eoclesiae Cardinalibus 
consilia, po8t expetita etiam plurium Sacro- 
rum Antistitam suflfragia, Yos, Yenerabiles 
Fratres, qui estis sal terrae, Cubtodes Domi- 
nici Gregis et Pastores, apud banc Petri 
Cathcdrain censuimus evocandos; atque 
hodie, divina benignitate &ivente, quae 
tantae rei impedimenta sustulit, sanctae Con- 
grezationis initia, solemni maiorum ritu 
celebramus. Tut autem sunt, tamque uberes 
caritatid sensun, quibus hoc tempore affici- 
mur, Yenerabiles Fratres, ut eos in sinu con- 
tinere non yaleamus. Yidemus enim in 
Yestro Conspeotu universam Catholicae 
gentis familiam, carhtsimos Nobis Filios 
praoeentes intueri : oogitamus tot amoris 
pignora, tot ferventis animi opera, quibus 
Yestro impulsu, ductu et exemplo suam 
pictatc met obseryantiam Nobis et huic Apo- 

1 Homil. ante cxil. n. 1. 



304 



THE VATICAN COUNCIL. 



[DOCUUSNT XL 



> 



stolicae Se<li mirifico probarunt, ac porro 
probant; atque hue oogitatinne Nobis tern - 
pcrare non possumuH, qiiiu in vestro amplis- 
fiino ooetu, Nostrain ergti eos omnes gratu}- 
simam YoluntaU^m, solemni ct publicu si- 
giiificatione profiUntea, Deum enize adprece- 
mur, at probiitio eorum fidci multo preti(«ior 
auro, iaveiiiatur in lAudem et gloriam ct 
honorem, in revolatione leau Christ i.^ 
Miseram deinde otiam tot bominum condi- 
tionem oogitamns, qui a via veritatis ct 
iustitiao, ideoque vorao felicitatis deo«pti 
aberrant, eonimqae saluti opem afferre desi- 
derio desideramus, meraores Divini Rodemp- 
toris ot Magistri Nostri lesn, qui venit 
quaerere et salvum facere quod perierat 
JIntendimus praeterea oculos in hoc Prin- 
oipis Apostolorum Trophaouin apud quod 
consistimuB, in banc almam Urbem, quae 
Dei munere tradita non fuit in direptionem 
gentium, in Romanum hunc Populum Nobis 
dilectissimum, cuius coiistanti amore, fide, 
obsequio circumdamur, atque ad Dei beni- 
gnitatem cxtollendam vocamur, qui divini 
Bui praesidii spem in Nobis hoc tempore, 
magis magisque fulcire et coufirmaro vo- 
luerit. At praecipue Vos cogitatioue com- 
plectimnr, Vencrabiles Frati^es, in quorum 
soUieitudine, zelo et concordia, magnum 
momentum ad Dei glorium operandam posi- 
tum nunc esse iutelligimus ; agnoscimus 
flagrans studiura, quod ad Yestrum munus 
implendum attulistis, ao praesertim prae* 
claram et arctissimam iilam Yestrum om- 
nium cum Nobii«, et bac Ap^ietolica Sede 
eoniunctionem, qua, ut semper aliud in maxi- 
mis Nostris aoerbitatibus, ita potissimum 
hoc tempore nihil Nobis iucundius, nihil 
Ecclesiae utilius esse potest ; ac vebementer 
gaudcmus in Domino Yos ita euso animo 
coniparatos, ut ad certam solidamque spem 
uberrimorum fructuum et muximo optabi- 
lium, ex Synodali hac Vestra coitione conci- 
piendam impellumur. Ut nullum fortasso 
aliud infostius ct callidius bclluin in Christi 
Regnum exarsit, sic nullum fuit teinpus in 
quo mngis Sacerdotum Domini cum Su- 
premo Gregis Eius Pastore unio, a qua in 
Ecolesiam mira vis manat, postularetur ; 
Quae quidem unio, singulari divinae provi- 
aentiae munere et spectata virtute Yestra, 
ita iugiter reipsa constitit, ut si)ectaculum 
facta sit, ct futuram magis confidamus in 
die8, niundo et angelis et hominibus. 

Agile igitur, Venerabiks Fratros, con- 
fortaniini in I>ouiino: ac in nomine ipsius 
Triniiatis Augustae, i^anctificati in veritjite,' 
induti arma lucis, doccte Nobiscum viani, 
veritatom et vitam, ud qnam tot aj^ituta 
aerumnis gens humana iam non adspirarc 
» I. IVt., 1, 7.j * loanii., 17, 19. 



non potest, date Nobisoum operam, nt pftx 
regnis, lex burbaris, monaisteriis quies, 
E^lesiis ordo, chricis disciplina, Deo popu- 
lus acceptabilis restitui possit^ Stat Dens 
in loco sancto sun, Nostris interest consiliis 
ct actibns, sues Ipse ministrcs et adiutoRs 
in tum eximio miaericordiae suae opere Nos 
adlegit, atque huic miuisteiio ita Nos in- 
&crvire oportet, ut illi unice hue tempore 
mentes, corda, vires consecremus. 

Sed nostrae infirmitatis conscii, Ncwiria 
diffisi viiibus, ad Te levamus cum fiduci* 
oculos, precesque convertimus, o Divine 
Spiritus, Tu funs verae lucis et sapientiae, 
divinae Tuae gratiae lumen praefer men- 
tibus Nustris, ut en quae recta, quae salii- 
taria, quae optima sunt videarous; Corda 
rege, fove, dirige, ut huius Concilii actioncv 
rite incboentur, prospere promoveantur, sain- 
briter perficiantur. 

Tu vero Mater Pulchroe dileolionis, agni- 
tionis et sanctae spei, Ecclesine Begina et 
propugnatrix, Tu Vos, cousultationes, la- 
bores Nostros in Tuam roateruam fidem 
tutelamque recipias, ac Tuis age ftpud 
Dcum precibus, ut in uno semper spiritQ 
maneamus et corde. 

Yos quoque Nostris adeste votis, Angeli 
et Archangel!, Tuque Apostnlonim Prin- 
ceps, Bi-atissime Petro, Tuque Ccapoatole 
Eius, Paule, doctor gentium, et predi* 
eator veritatis in univerao mundo, Yoeque 
omncs, Sanoti caelitcs, et praecipue, quorum 
cincres hie veneramur, pi.tenti Yos depre- 
catione efticite, ut omnes, niinistcrium Noe- 
trum fi<Iclitcr implentcs, su8cipiamu» miseri- 
cord iam Dei in me«lio Templi Eius, Cui 
honor et gloria in saecula sacculorum. 

(Dalla Civ ilia Caftolicay 18 decembro 
1869.) 



DOCUMENT XI. 

SANCTISSIMl DOMINI KOSTRI 

Pll DIVINA PROVIDESTLV PAPAE IX. 

CONSTITLTIO DE ELECTIONE BOMAKI 
P0NTIF1C18 

81 COXTINGAT SEDEM AP06T0LICAH 

VACARE DUBANTE CONCILIO OECUMEN100. 

PIUS EPISCOPUS 
8EBVU3 SEBVOBUH DEI 

Ad ptrpetuam ret memoriam. 

Ciun Romanis Pontificibus in B. Petro 
A}K>stolorum Principe puscoudi, K*gendi et 
1 S*n. Beru., Ve CVm^ 1. 4, u 4. 
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gabemandi univcrsnlem Ecclcsiam a Do- 
mino Noetro Ic8U Chiisto plena potestas tra- 
dita foerit ; pax et unitas ipsius Ecclesiae in- 
grave discrimon facile iKMueerentur si, Apo- 
Btolica Sodo yacanto, in elcotioiie nuvi Ponti- 
flcis quidquam fieri contingerei, quod eum 
inccrtain, ac dubiam reddere posset. 

Ad tarn funestum periculum averiendum 
plures a Romania Pontificibns Decessoribns 
NoHtris, ac praeacrtim a fel. record. Alex- 
andro III in generiili Concilio Ijtiteranensi 
III,^ a B. Grogorio X in generali Concilio 
Lugdunensi II,* a Clemente V,* a Gregorio 
XV,* ab Urbano VUI * ct a Clemente XII • 
jeditao sunt ConHtitutiones, quibus dum 
multa alia pracscribuntur, ut negotium iinti 
moment! rite rectwiuo expediiitur, generaitim 
<et absque ulla exceptiotie dcolamtur ac do- 
cemitur cloctiouem Summi Pontificis ad 
8. K. E. CardiDalium Collegium unice et 
exclusiye spectare. 

Haeo Nob animo recolontes, cum Oecu- 
menicum et Genenile Concilium Vaticauum 
per Apostolioas Littcras quae iucipiunt 
AeUrnis PcUris III knl. lulias anno 18C8, a 
Nobis in dictum, in oo iam sit ut solemnitcr 
initietur, Apostolici Nostri inuneris esse 
duclmus, quamcumque occasionem discor- 
diarum et dissensionum circa clectioDom 
Summi Pontificis praevenire ac praccidere, 
si Divinae Yoluntati placuorit Nos*, eodem 
Concilio perdurante, ex bac mortali vita 
migmre. 

Qunpropter exemplo permoti fel. record, 
lulii II, Decessoris Nostri, de quo, comper- 
tum ex historia est' tempuro generalis Con- 
cilii Lateranensis V lethal i morbo correp- 
tum C'lrdinales coram se convocasse, ac de 
legitima Successoris Sui electione sollicitum, 
illis adstantibus cdixisse banc non a prao- 
dieto Concilio, sed ab eorum tantum Collegio 
esse perficiendam, prout reapsc, memorati 
lull! sequuta morte, factum fuisse constat, 
atque exemplo insupcr excitati aliorum 
DecosBorum Nostrorum item fel. rec. Pauli 
III et Pii IV. nuorum primus Apostolids 
Litteris datis III kal. Decembris an. 1544, 
alter vcro similibus litteris datis X kal. 
Octobris 1561, casum mortis suae praevi- 
dentes cum Tridentina Synodus celebrarc- 
tur, decreverunt, eiusmodi casu occurreiite, 
clectionem novi Pontificis nonnisi a S. R. E. 
Cardinalibus esse facieodam, exclu8a pror- 
8U8 quacumquo memoratae Synodi participa- 

1 Cap. Licet de Klectione. 
3 Oip. Ct i de Electione in 8. 
' Clement, i de Electiune. 

* ConMlU JJecfl Hamanum Fonlific^m. 

« Coiisilt. Ad Itomani Pontijicii, V kaL febimrii 
162S. 

• Oonitit. AfotUiatui, IV. nonas octnhriB 1733. 

' Ratxaun iHmoi. MBedet, ad annum 1113, n. YII. * 



tiono : atquo insupor de his habita cum 
nonnullis Venerubilibus Frutribus Nostris 
eiusdem S. R. E. Cardinalibus matura de- 
liberatione et diligent! examine, ox certa 
scientia Nostra, Motu proprio ac de Apoeto- 
licae potestatis plenitudine declaramus, de- 
cornimus atque statuimus quod, si placuerit 
Deo mortali Nostrae peregrinationi, prae- 
dicto generali Concilio Vaticano perdurante, 
finem imi)Ouere, electio novi Summi Ponti- 
ficis, in quibuscumque statu et terminis Con- 
cilium i]>sum subsistat, nonnisi per S. R. E. 
Cardinales fieri debeat, minime vero per 
i))sum Concilium, atque etiam omnino ex- 
clusis ab eadem electione i)eragenda quibus- 
cumque aliis pcrsonis cuiusvin, licet ipsius 
Concilii aucboritate forte deputandis, practer 
Cardinales praedictos. 

Quin imo ut in eiusmodi electione memo- 
rati Cardinales, omni prorsus impedimento 
submoto, et qua vis ])erturbationum et dissi- 
diorum occasione sublata, liber ius et cxpedi- 
tius procedere queant, de eadem scientia ct 
Apostolicae potestatis plenitudine, illud 
praeterea decemimus atque statuimus ut si, 

Sraedicto Vaticano Concilio perdurante, Nob 
ecedero contigerit, idem Concilium in qui- 
buscumque statu et terminis existat, iilico 
et immediate 8usi)ensum ac dilatum intelli- 
gatur, quemadmodum per Nostras has 
litteras illud nunc pro tunc suspend ere 
atque in tempus infra notandum difforre 
intendimus, adeo ut nulla prorsus interiecta 
mora, cessare statim debeat a quibuscumque 
conventibus, congrogationibus et seBsionibus, 
et a quibusvis decretis sen canonibus amfi- 
ciendia, nee ob qualemcnmque causam, etiam- 
si graviasima et speciali mentione digna 
yideatur, ultorius progredi, donee novus 
Pontifex a Sacro Cardinalium Collegio 
canonice electus suprema sua auctoritate 
Concilii ipsius reassumptionem et proaequu- 
tionem duxerit intimandam. 

Opportunum autem censentcs, ut quae oc- 
casione praedicti Concilii Vaticani huctenua 
ordinavimus tum quoad Summi Pontificis 
clectionem, tum quoad eiusdem Concilii 
suspensionem, certam stabilemciue normam 
in aimili rerum eventu porpctuo aervandam 
auppeditcct, pari scientia et potestato de- 
cemimus atque statuimus, ut futuria qui- 
buscuinque tcmporibus, quandocunique con- 
ti:2:erit Bomanum Pontificem decedere, per- 
durante celebratione alicuius Concilii Oecu- 
meuici sivo Romae illud liabeatur, siye in 
alio quovis orbis loco, electio novi Pontificis 
ab uuo S. R. E. Cardinalium Collegio 
semper et exclusive iuxta modum auperiua 
defiuitum fieri debeat, atque ipaum Con- 
cilium, pariter iuxta regulam auperiua 
sancitam, statim ab aecepto certo nuntio de 
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mortui Pontificis Buspensnm ipso iuro in- 
telligatiir, ct tamdiu dilatum, donoc novus 
Pontifcx canonice eleotus illud reassumi et 
oontiuuari iusBerit. 

Proescntes autom litterafi semper validas, 
firmaB ct efficaccs existere ot fore, suosque 
plcnarios et integroe effectus sortiri et ob- 
tinert', ac nullo unquam tempore ox quo- 
cumque capite, aut qualibet causa do sub- 
reptionis, vel obroptioiiis sou nuUitatis vitio, 
vol intcntionis Nnstrar, vel alio quopiam, 
quantunivis substantiali inexcogitato et inex- 
oogitabili ac spocificam et individuam 
mentioncm aut oxpressionem requirente, 
defectu, aut ex quocumque alio capite a iuro 
statuto, vel quocumque praetcxtu, ratione, 
aut causa quantumvis tidi, quae ad effectum 
validitatis praemissorum necessario expri- 
menda foret, notari, impugnaii, rodurgui, 
invalidari, rctractari, in ius vel controver- 
siam rovocari posse ; neque casdem prae- 
sentes sub quibusvis similium vel dissimi- 
lium dispositionum revocationibus, limita- 
tionibus. modiflcationibus, derogationibus, 
sub quibuscumque verborum tenoribus et 
formis, ac cum quibusvis dausulis et dccrc- 
tis, etiamsi in eis do hisce praesentibus, 
earumque tolo tenore ac data specialis 
mentio ficret, pro tempore fuctis et concessis 
ac faciendis et concedendis comprehend!; 
sed semper ct omnino ab illis excipi dcbere 
Q.U\VLO ox nunc quidquid contra ])raemis8a, 
A]K)stolica Sodc vacanto, quavis auctoritate 
etiam memorati Concilii Vatican i, vel alte- 
rius cuiuscumque futuris tcmporibus Con- 
cilii Oecumenici, licet do unanimi consensu 
hodiemonim, eeu pro tempore cxuidtentium 
8. R. E. Cardinalium scienter vel ignorautor 
luerit nttontatum, irritiun et inane ao 
nullius roboris dccLmimus. 

Non obstautibus qua ten us opus sit, felicis 
recordationis Alexandri Papao III Deces- 
Boris Nostri in Concilio Lateranensi edita, 
quae incipit " Licet do vitauda " ot quibus- 
cumque aliis etiam in universalibus Con- 
ciliis latis speeialibus vol gencralibus Con- 
Btitutionibus Aposto1icis,quamviH in corpore 
iuris clausis, et sub (|uibu8cumque tenoribus 
et formis ac quibusvis etiam demgatoriarum 
derogatoriis, aliiB(|ue eflicacioribus, ct inso- 
litis dausulis, imtantibusquo et aliis de- 
cretis in genere vel in Bpecie, etiam Mcitu 
pifri ao consistorialitcr stlitutis, quil)us om- 
nibus et singulis quatenus pariter opus sit 
corumquo omnium tenoribus pciinde ac si 
praesentibus do verbo ad verbum cxpriman- 
tur, pro insertis ct expressin habcntcs, in ea 
tantum parte, quae pniesentibus advorsatur 
illis alias in suo rubore permansuris, ad 
praemisBorum omnium ot singulonim vali- 
diBsimum effectum hac vice dumtaxat latis- 



sime et plenissime ao mifflcienter ««««»« 
specialitor et expresse haram qnoqueseriB 
derogamus, oeterisque oontranis qidbo- 
cumque. 

Nulli er^ro omnino hominum lioeat bane 
paginam Nostrao declarationis, ordinationis, 
statuti, decreti, derogationis et Tolnntatii 
infringore, vel illis ausn tomerario ooDtraiia 
Si quis autem hoc nttenfare praesnmpBerit, 
indignationom Omnipotentis Dei ac Bm- 
torum Petri et Paul! Ajxwtolomm ^ub se 
noverit iiicursurum. 

Datum Romae apnd 8. Petmm Anno In- 
camationis Dominicae miUesimo octingeii' 
tesimo sexagcBinio none. Pridie Nonai 
Docembris. Pontificatus Noetri annovigcn- 
moquarto. 

M. Card. Mattei Pro-Datariot. 

N. Card. Paraociaiii Clabklll 
Visa de Ciiria 
Loco »J« plumbi. Domikious Bbtti 

L CUGNONI. 

(Dalla Citnlta Cattaliea, V gennalo 187a) 
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SS. D. N. PII 

DIVINA PROVIDENTIA 

PAPAE IX 

CX)WSnTUTIO 

QUA CENSURAE LATAE SBNTEKTIAB 
LIMITANTUK, 



PIUS EPISCOPUS 
SEBVU8 8EBY0BUM DEI 

Ad perpduam ret memoriam. 

Apostolicae Sedis modorationi oonvenit, 
quae salubriter veterum canonum auctori- 
tate constituta sunt, sic r^tiuere, ut si tcm- 
porum rerumquo mutatio quidpiam esse 
tcmperandum prudeiiti dispensationo sui- 
deut, eadem Apostolica 8odes cong^um 
supremae suae potestatis remedium ac pro- 
videniiam impendat. Quamobrem cum 
aninio Nostro lampridem revolveremus, eo- 
clesiasticas censuras, quae per modum lotaa 
sontcntiae, ipsoque facto incuirendae ad in- 
coluinitatem ac disciplinam ipsiiia Envie- 
s' ao tutandam, effrenemque improbonun 
licentiam ooercendam ctemondandam sancte 
per singulis actates indictae ac promulgatae 
sunt, magnum ad numemm sensiin czcre- 
visse; qiiasdam etiam, temporibus mori* 
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busque mutatis, a fine atque cftusis, ob quae 
impoaitae fueraot, vel a pristina utilitate, 
opportunitate excidisse; eamque ob rem 
non infrequentes oriri sive in iis, quibus 
aiiimarum cura commissa est, sive in ipsis 
fidelibuB dubietates, anxietates, angoresque 
oonscientiae ; Nos eiusniodi incommcdis 
oocurrere volentes, plenam earumdem recen- 
sionem fieri, Nobisquo proponi iussimus, ut 
diligenti adhibita consideratione, stjituere- 
mus, quasnam ex illis servare ac retinere 
oporteret, quas vero moderari aut abrogare 
conpn^eret. £a igitur recensione peracta, 
ac Venerabilibus Fratribus Nostris 8. R. E. 
Cardinalibus in negotiis Fidei Generalibus 
Inqoisitoribus per universam Christianam 
Rempublicam deputatis in consilium ad- 
scitis, reque diu ao mature perpensa, motu 
proprio, certa scientia, matura deliberatione 
nostra, deque Apostolicae Nostrae potestatis 
plenitudine hac perpetuo valitura Constitu- 
tione decemimus, ut ex ^uibuscumque cen- 
suris sive exconmiunicationis, sive suspen- 
sionis, sive interdicti, quae per modum 
latae sententiae* ip:x>que facto incurrendae 
hactenus impoHitae sunt, nonnisi illae, quas 
in hac ipsa Constitutione inserimus, eoque 
mode, quo inserimus, robur exinde habeaut ; 
simul declarantes easdem non modo ex 
Yoterum canonum auctoritate, quatenus cum 
hac Nostra Constitutione oonveniunt, verum 
ctiam ex hac ipsa Constitutione Nostra, non 
secua ac si primum editae ab ea fuerint, vim 
suam prorsud accipere debere. 

Excommunicationes Jatae sente^diae spectali 
modo Romano Ponttfici reservatae, 
Itaque excomajuiiicationi latae sententiae 
speciali modo Kouiano Puntifici reservatae 
subiivcere declaramus : 

1. Omncs a Christiana fide apostatas, et 
omnes ac singulos hatreticos, quocumque 
nomine censeantur, et cuiuscumque sectae 
existant, eisque credentes, eorumque recep- 
tores, fautorcs, ac generaliter quoslibet illo- 
rum defensores. 

2. Omnes et singulos scienter legentes 
sine auctoritate tiedis Apostolicae libros 
eorumdem apostatarum et haereticorum hae- 
resim propugnantes, necnon libros cuiusvis 
auctoris per Apostolicas litteras nominatim 
prohibitos, eosdemque libros retinentes, 
imprimeutes et quomodolibet defendentes. 

3. Schismaticos et eos qui a Komani Pon- 
tificis pro tempore existentis obedientia 
pcrtinaciter se subtrahunt, vel recedunt. 

4. Omnes et singulos, cuiuscumque status, 
gradus sen conditionid fuerint, ab ordina- 
tiouibus sen mandatis Romanorum Ponti- 
fieum pro tempore existentium ad univer- 
sale futurum Concilium appellantes, neo- 



non eos, quorum auxilio, consilio vel favore 
appellatum fuerit. 

5. Omnes interficienfes, mutilantes, per- 
cutientes, capicntcs, carcerantcs, detinentes, 
vel hostiliter insequentes 8. R. E. Cardi- 
nales, Patriarchas, Archiepisoopis, Epi- 
scopos, Sedisque Apostolicae Legates, vel 
Nuncios* aut eos a suis Dioecesibus, Ter- 
ritoriis, Terris, sen Dominiis eiicienies, nec- 
non ea mandantes, vel rata habentes, seu 
praestantes in eis auxilium, consilium vel 
favorem. 

(j. Impedientes directe vel indirecte exer- 
citium iurisdictionis ecclesiasticae sive in- 
temi sive extemi fori, et ad hoc recurren- 
tes ad forum saeculare eiusque mandata pro- 
curantes, edentes, aut auxilium, consilium 
vel favorem praestantes. 

7. Cogentes sive directe, sive indirecte 
indices laicos ad tnihendum ad suum tri- 
bunal personas ecclesiasticas praeter canoni- 
cos dispositioncs : item edentes leges vel 
decreta contra libertatem aut iura Ekx^le- 
siae. 

8. Recurrentes ad laicam potestatem ad 
imped iendas litteras vel acta quaelibet a 
8ede Apostolioa, vel ab eiusdem Legatis 
aut Delegatis quibuscumque profecta, eorum- 
que promulgationem vel executionem directe 
vel indirecte prohibentes, aut eorum causa 
sive ipsas partes, sive alios laedentes, vel 
perterrefucientes. 

9. Omnes falsarios litterarum Apostoli- 
carum, etiam in forma Brevis ao supplica- 
tionum gratiam vel iustitiam concementium, 
per Romanum Pontificem, vel 8, R. E. 
Vioe-Cancellarios seu Gerentes vices eorum 
aut de mandato eiusdem Romani Pontificis 
signatarum : necnon false publicantes Lit- 
teras Apostolicas, etiam in forma Brevis, 
et etiam falso signantes supplicationes huins- 
modi sub nomine Romani Pontificis, seu 
Vice-Cancellarii aut Gerentis vices prae- 
dictorum. 

10. Absolventes complicem in peccato 
turpi etiam in mortis articulo, si alius 8a- 
oerdos licet non adprobatus ad confessiones, 
sine gravi aliqua exoritura infamia et scan- 
dalo, poesit exoipere morientis confes- 
sionem. 

11. Usurpantes aut sequestrantes iuris- 
dictionem, bona, reditus aid personas eccle- 
siasticas ratione suarum Ecclesiarum aut 
beaeficiorum pertinentes. 

12. Invadentes, destruentes, detinentes 
per se vel per alios Civitates, Terras, looa 
aut iura ad Ecclesiam Romanam pertinentia; 
vel usurpantes, perturbantes, retinentes su- 
premam iurisdictionem in eis ; necnon ad 
singula praedicta auxilium, consilium, 
favorem praebentes. 



THE VATICAN COUNCIL. 



[DOCUHICNT XII. 



A quibiis omnilius cxcommunicationibus 
huo usque receiisitis absolutioncm Koinano 
Pontifici pro tempore Bpeciuli modo reser- 
vatam ease et reservari : et pro ea gcnenilem 
concessionom abtsolvendi a casibus et ecu- 
suris, sive cxcommunicationibus Romano 
Pontifici reservatis nuUo pacto suffioere de- 
daramus, revocatis insuper earumdom re- 
spcctu quibmscumque indultis concessia sub 
quayis forma et quibusvis personis etiam 
Regularibus cuiuacumque Ordini.<<, Conprrc- 
gationis, Societatis et Instituti, etiam speciali 
mentiono dignis et in quavis dignitate con- 
stitutis. Abeolverc autem pruesumentes sine 
debita facultate, etiam quovis praetextu, ex- 
oommunicationis vinculo Romano PonUfici 
reservatae innodatos se sciant, dummodo non 
i^atur de mortis articulo, in quo tamen firma* 
Bit quoad absolutos obligatio standi nian- 
datis Ecclesiae, si convalucrint. 

Excammunicationes Uitae senteniiae Romano 
Pontifici reservatae, 

Excommunicationi latae senteniiae Ro- 
mano Pontifici re:jervatao subiacere dccla- 
ramus: 

1. Docentcs vel dcfendontes sive publico, 
give privtttim propositiones ab Apostolica 
Sede damnatas sub exoommunicationis poena 
latae sententiao: item docc-ntcs vel dcfen- 
dentcs tamquam licitam pmxim inquircndi 
a poenitcnte nomcn eom])liois, prouti dam- 
nata est a Bcncdicto XIV in Const. Su- 
prema 7 lulii 1745 ; Vhi primum 2 lunii 
1746 ; Ad eradirandum 28 Bcptom))ris 174(>. 

2. Yiolcntas munus, suadento diabolo, in- 
jicientes in Clericos, vel utriusque sexus 
Monaclios, exceptis quoad reservationem 
casibus et i)ersonis, do quibus iure vel privi- 
legio permittitur, ut Episcopus nut alius 
al^lvat. 

3. Duellum pcrpetrantes, aut simplicitor 
ad Ulud provocantcs, vel ipsum acccptantes ; 
ct quoslibet complices, vel qualcmcumque 
operam aut fuvorom pniebentes, necnon de 
industria spectantes. illudque permittciites, 
vel (juantum in illis est, non prohibenti's, 
cuiuscumquo dignitatis sint, etiam regalis 
vel imperialis. 

4. Nomen dantes scctiie MoMonicae, aut 
Carhonariaet aut aliis eiusdem generis sectis 
quae contra Kcclesiam vel legitimas potes- 
tates sou palam, sen clandestine maclii- 
nantur, ncciion iisdem sectis favorem qualem- 
cumque praestantcs ; earumve occultos 
coripliaeos ac duces non denunciantes, donee 
non denunciuveriiit. 

5. Immunitntem asyli ecclesiastici violare 
iubcntes, aut ausu temerario violantes. 

6. Yiolantes clausuram Monialum, cuins- 
cumque generis aut conditionis, sexus vel 



aetatis fuerint, in earum monasteria alisqiie 
lej^itima licentia ingrediendo ; pariterque eo0 
introducentes vel admittentes ; itemque Mo- 
niales ab ilia exeuntes extra casus ao 
formam a S. Pio Y in Constit Decori prae- 
scriptam. 

7. Mulieres violantes Regiilariura vinimm 
clausuram, et Superiores aliosve eas admit- 
tentes. 

8. Reos simoniae realis in benefidia qui- 
buscnmque, corumque complices. 

9. Reos simtmiae oonfidentialis in bene- 
ficiis quibuslibet, cuiuacumque sint digni- 
tatis. 

10. Reos simoniae realis ob ingreBSom in 
Religionem. 

11. Omnes qui quaestum facientes ex 
indulgcnitis aliisque gratiis spiritualibns 
exoommunicationis oensura plectuntur Con- 
stitutione S. Pii Y. Quam plenum 2 lannarii 
1569. 

12. Colligentes elecmosynas maioria pretii 
pro missis, et ex iis lucrum oaptantes, 
facieiido eas celebrari in locis ubi misaarum 
stipendia minoris pretii esse solent. 

IM. Omnes qui excommunicatione innlc- 
tantur in Constitutionibus 8. Pii Y. Admoiiei 
1109 quarto Kalendas Aprilis 1567, Inno- 
centli IX. Qiuie ab hoc Sede pridie nonaa 
Novembris 1591, dementis Ylli. Ad Bennani 
Pontificis curam 26 lunii 1592, et Alexaudri 
YIl. Liter ceteras none Kalendas Novembris 
1660, alienationem et infeudationem Civi- 
tatum et locomin S. R. K. rcspicientibas. 

14. Religiosos pracsumentes clericis aut 
laicis extra casum necessitatis Sacramentum 
extremac unetionis aut Eucharistiae per 
viaticum ministrare absque Parochi licentia. 

15. Kxtrahentcs abs4^ue legitima vcnia 
relinuins ex Sacris C/oemeteriis sive Qita- 
cuinois Urbis Romue eiusque territorii. eisqee 
auxilium vel favorem praebontes. 

16. Communicantes cum excommunicato 
nomiuatim a Papa in crimino criminoeo, 
ei scilicet im])endendo auxilium vel fa- 
vorem. 

17. Clericos scienter et sponto oommoni- 
cantes in divinis cum personis a Romano 
Pontifice nomiuatim exoommunicatis et ipsoe 
in officiis recipientes. 

Excommunicationes latae eententiae Epi' 
scopis sive Ordinariis reservatae, 

Kxcommunieationi latae sententiae Epi* 
scopis sive Ordinariis reservatae subiaoere 
declaramus : 

1. Clericos in Sacris constitutos vel Be- 
gulares aut Moniales post votum solenne 
castitatis niatrimonium contrahere praeBO- 
mentcs ; necnon omnes cum aliqua ex pna' 
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dictis personifl matriraoDiam oontiahere 
praesumentes. 

2. Procumntt'8 abortum, eift ctu scquuto. 

3. Litteris apoetolicis fulsis scienter 
utcntcs, vel crimini ea in re coopcrantes. 

Excommunicationes latae Bententiae nemini 
reservatae. 

Ezcommunioatioiii latao sententiae nemini 
reservatae subiacero declaramuB : 

1. Mandantt'S sen oogentes tradi Eocle- 
Biasiicae Sipulturae haoreticos notorios 
aut numinatim exoommuuicatos vcl iuter- 
dictoe. 

2. Laedcntes aut pcrtcrreiacientes Inqui- 
Bitores, denimtiantes, tcstefl, aliosvo ininiHtros 
8. Officii, eioBYe Sacri Tribunalis scripturas 
diripientes, aut oomburGntes, vel praedictis 
quibuslibet auxilium, consilium, favorem 
praesiantes. 

3. Alienantes et rccipcre praesumentes 
bona ecclesiastica absque Benrplacito Apo- 
Btolico, ad formam Extravagantis Amlitiosae 
De Reb. Ecc. non alienuiidis. 

4. Negligentes sive culpubiliter omittentes 
denuiiciaio infra mensem Confessaiios sive 
Sacerdotes a quibus soUieiiati fuurint ad 
turpia in quibuslibet casibus exprcssis a 
I^raedecess. Nostris Givgorio XV Constit. 
Uniceni 20 Augusti 1G22. et Benedicto XIV 
Coiistit. SaeramerUum tx)enit€iitiae 1 lunii 
1741. 

Praeter hos bactenus recensitos, eos quo- 
quo quos Sacroeanctum Concilium Tridenti- 
num, sive reserratu Summo Poutifici aut 
Ordinariis absolutione, sive absque ulla re- 
seryatione excommunicavit, Nos pariter ita 
excommunicatos esse dcclaramus ; excepta 
anathematis poena in Decrcto Sess. IV De 
editume et iuu Saerorum Librorum constituta, 
cui illos tan turn subiacero volumus ; qui 
libros de rebud sacris tractantes sino Or- 
dinarii approbatione imprimunt, aut iniprimi 
fitciunt. 

StupeMi'mies latae sententiae Summo Poutifici 
reservatae. 

1. Suspciisioncm ipso facto incurrunt a 
suorum Beueficiuruui perccptione ad bene- 
placitum S. Sedis Capitula et Conventus 
Ecclesiarum ct Monasteriorum aliique omnes, 
qui ad ill arum seu iilonim regimen et ad- 
ministrationem reoipiunt EpisoopoB aliosva 
Praelatos de praedictis EocU-fliia sou Mon«fB- 
teriis apud eanidem 8. Sedom quovis roodo 
provisoe, anteqnam ipsi exhibuerint Littenm 
Apostolicas do sua promotione. 

2. SuBDensionem per triennium a colla- 
tione Ordinum ipso iuro incurmnt aliqiiein 
Ordiiiantos absque titulo bcrDefldi, vel patri- 



monii cum pacto ut ordiuatus non petat ab 
ipsis alimcnta. 

3. Suspensionem per annum ab Ordi- 
num administratione ipso iuro incurrunt 
Ordinantes alicnum subditum etiam sub 
praetextu beneficii statim conferendi, aut 
lam coUati, sod minime sufflcientis, absque 
eius Episcopi litteris dimissoriulibus, vel 
etinm subditum proprium, qui alibi tanto 
tempore moratus sit, ut canonicum impedi- 
ment um contrab(;ro ibi potuerit, absque 
Ordinarii eius loci litteris tcstimunialibus. 

4. Suspcnsionem per annum a oollatione 
Ordinum ipso iure incurrit, qui excepto casu 
legitimi privilcgii, ordinem sacrum contu- 
lerit absque titulo beneficii vel patrimonii 
clcrico in uliqua Congregations yiveuti, in 
qua solemnis profcssio non emittitur, vel 
etiam rcligioso nondum professo. 

5. Suspcnsionem perpetuam ab exercitio 
ordinum ipso iure incurrunt Religiosi eiecti, 
extra Rcligionem dcgentcs. 

6. Suspcnsionem ab Ordine suscepto 
ipso iure incurrunt, qui eumdem ordinem 
rccipere prac8unii)serunt ab cxcommunicuto 
vel suspenso, vel intcrdicto nomiuatlm de- 
nunciatis, aut ab haerctico vcl sohismatico 
notorio : eum vero qui bona fide a quopiam 
eorum est ordinatus, exercitium non habere 
ordinis sic suscepti, donee disponsotur, de- 
claramus. 

7. Clerici sacculares cxteri ultra quatuor 
menses in Urbe commonmtes ordinati ab 
alio quam ub ipso suo Ordinario absque 
liceiitia Card. Urbis Vicarii, vel absquo 
praevio examine coram eodem peracto, vel 
etiam a proprio Ordinario posti-aquam in 
praedieto examine rciecti fuerint ; nt^c- 
non clerici pertinentes ad aliquem o box 
Episcoi)atibns suburbieariis, si ordinentur 
extra suam diocccsim, dimissorialibus sni 
Ordinnrii ad alium dinctis quam ad Curd. 
Uri'is Vicarium; vel non praemissiB ante 
Ordinem Sacrum suscipiendum exercitiis 
spirituulibus per deoem dies in domo urbana 
Saccrdotum a Missiono nuncupatorum, sus- 
pensionem ab ordinibus sic susceptis ad 
beneplacitum 8. Scdis ipso iure incurrunt; 
Episcopi vero ordinantes ab usu Pontifiadium 
per annum. 

Jnterdieta lat€ie sententiae reservata. 

1. Interdictum Romano Fontiflci speciali 
modo rcBcrvatum ipso iure incurrunt Uni- 
Tersitates, Collegia et Cupitula (juocumquo 
nomine nuncupentur, ab ordinatiunibus s^-u 
mandatiB eiusdem Romani Pontificis pio 
tempore eziBtcntiB ad universale futurum 
CoDoUiiim appellantia. 

2. Boienter oelebrantes vel celebrari fa- 
oieutft diTina in loris ab Onlinario, vel 
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delegato Imlico, vel a iurc interdictis, aut 
noiniiiatim exoommunicatos ad divina officia, 
sen eodesiastica Sacramenta, vel eedesias- 
ticain sepulturam admittentes, intcrdictum 
ab ingressu Eoclesiae ipso iure incurrant, 
donee ad arbitrium eius, cuius Bententiam 
oontempserunt, oompetenter satisfeoorint. 

Deniquo quoBCumque alios Saorosanctutn 
Conoilium Tridentinum suspensos aut inter- 
dictOB ipso iure esse decrevit, Nos pari modo 
Buspensioni vel interdicto cosdem obnoxios 
esse YolumuB et declaramus. 

Quae vero censurae sive exoommunica- 
tionis, sive suspensionis, sive interdicti Nos- 
tris, aut Predecessorum Nostrorum Consti- 
tutionibuB aut sacris cauonibus praeter eas, 
quas recensuimus, latae sunt, atque hac- 
tenus in buo vigoro perstiterunt Bive pro 
K. Pontificis eloctione, sive pro intomo 
rcgimine quorumcumque Ordinum et In- 
stitutorum Rogulsirium. necnon quonim- 
cumque Collegiorum, Congregationum, coe- 
tuum locorumque piorum cuiuscumque 
nominis aut generis sint, eas omnes firmas 
essOf et in suo robore permanere volumus et 
declaramus. 

Ceterum decemimus, in novis quibus- 
cumqne conoesBionibus ac privilegiis, quae 
ab Apostolica Sede coucedi cuivis contigcrit, 
nullo modo ac ratione intelligi unquam 
debere, aut posse comprehendi facultatem 
absolvendi a casibus, et censuris quibuslibet 
Romano Pontifici reservatis, nisi de iis for- 
malis, explioita, ac individua mentio facta 
fucrit : quae vero privilegia aut facultates 
sive a Praedecessoribus Nostris, sive etiam 
a Nobis cuilibet Coetui, Ordini, Congrc- 
gationi, Societati et Instituto, etiam regulari 
cuiuBvis speciei, etsi titulo peouliari praedito, 
atque etiam speciali mentions digno a quovis 
unquam tempore hue usquu conccssae t'uerint, 
ea omnia, casque omnes Nostra bac Consti- 
tutione revocatas, suppressas et abolitas esse 
volumus, prout reapse revocamus, suppri- 
mimus, et abolemus, minime refragantibus 
aut obstantibus privilegiis ^uibuscumquc, 
etiam specialibus comprehensis. vel non in 
corpore iuris, aut Apostolicis Constitutioni- 
bus, et quavis confirmatione Apostolica, vel 
immemorabili etiam consuetudine, aut alia 
quacumque firmitate roboratis, quibuslibet 
ctium formis ac tenoribus, ct cum quibusvis 
dero«;atoriarum derogatoriis, aliisque effioa- 
oioribus < t insolitis ciausulis, quibus omni- 
bus, quatenus opus sit, dorogare intendimus, 
et derogamus. 

Firmam tamen esse volumus absolvendi 
facultatem a Tridentina S3modo Kpiscopis 
concessam Sess. XXIV, cap. VI de Reform. 
in quibuBCumque censuris Apostolicae Sedi 
hac Nostra Constitutione rcscrvatis, iis tan- 



tum oxceptis, quas cidem Apostolicae Sedi 
speciali modo rescrvatas declaravimus. . 

DecementcB has Litteras atque omnia et 
singula, quae in eis oouBtitata ac decreta 
sunt, omncsque et singulas, quae in eisdem 
faotae sunt ex anterioribus Constitutionibus 
Praedecessorum Nostrorum atque etiam 
Nostris, aut ex aliis sacris Canonibus qui- 
buscumque, etiam Coneiliorum Generalium, 
et ipsius Tridentini, mutationes, deroga- 
tiones, suppressiones atque abrogationes 
ratas et firmas ac respective raiet atque 
firma esse et fore, suosaue plenarios et inte- 
gros effectus obtinere debere, ao reapse ob- 
tinere ; sicque et non aliter in praemissis 
per quoscumque Indices Ordinarios, et Dele- 
^iitoB, etiam Causarum Palatii Apoatolici 
Auditores, ac S. R. E. Cardinales, etiam de 
Latere Legates, ao Apostolicae Sedis Nun- 
tios, ac quosvis alios quacumque praemi- 
nentia, ao potestate fungentes, et fnnc- 
turos, Bublata eis, et eorum cuilibet quaviB 
aliter iudicandi et interpretandi faonl- 
tate, et auctoritate, iudicari, ac definiri 
debere ; et irritum atque inane esse ac fore 
quidquid super his a quoquam quavia auc- 
toritate, etiam praetextu cuiuslibet priyi- 
legii, aut consuetudims vel indacenda& 
quam abusum esse declaramus, scienter vel 
ignoranter contigerit attentari. 

Non obstantibus praemissis, aliisque qui- 
buslibet ordinationibus, couBtitutionibuB, 
privilegiis, etiam speciali et individua men- 
tione dignis, necnon consuetudinibus qui- 
busvis etiam immemorabilibuB, ceterisque 
contrariis quibuscumque. 

Nulli ergo omnino hominum liceat banc 
paginam Nostrae Constitutionis, Ordina- 
tionis, limitationis, suppressionis, dero- 
gationis, voluntatis infringere, vel ei ausn 
temerario contraire. Si qui autem hoc atten- 
taro praesiunpserit, inuignationem Omni- 
potentis Dei et Beatorum Petri et Paul! 
Apostolorum eius, se noverit incursurum. 

Datum Romao apud S. Pctrum, anno 
Incamationis Dominicae Millesimo Octin- 
gentesimo Sexsgesimo Nono, Quarto Idus 
octobris, Pontificatus Nostri anno vigesimo 
quarto. 

M. Card. Mattki Pro-Datarius. 

N. Card. Paracciaki Clarklu. 

Visa de Curia Dominicus Bbuti 
Loco v^ plumbi. I. Guononi. 

(Dnlla Civilth CaUclica, 15 gennaio 1870.) 
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DOCUMENT XIII. 

Schema constitutionis dogmaticab de 
EccLESiA Chbisti patrcm ex a mini pbo- 

POdlTUM. 

Piua episeopus servus servorum Dei scusro 
approbanie eoncilio adperpeluam ret memo- 
riam. 

Supremi pastoris apostolicum minibtcrium, 
in QUO Dei ineffabili proyidentiu et misori- 
coraia positi surnus, sollicite ao continuo 
No8 urget; ut niliil practennittamus, quo 
via, quae ad vitam et salatem ducit aeter- 
nam, omnibuB homlDibus pateat, et qui in 
tenebris et in umbra mortis scdent, ad lucem 
et agniiionem veritatis perveniant. Cum 
i^tur Deus ao Salvator noeter totius salu- 
tiferae doctrinae veritatem, et mediorum 
salutis thesauros, in Eoclesiam suam quasi 
in depositorium dives oontulerit, ut omnos 
sumant ex ea potum vitae :* in primis ipsa 
vera Eoolesia et errantibus imiicunda et 
fidelibus instantius commondanda est, ut 
illi ad viam salutis adducantur, hi autem 
in ea conflrmentur et crefloant. Quare Nostri 
muneris esse ducimus, potiora capita verae 
et catholicae doctrinae, de Ecclcsiae natura, 
proprietatibus, ac potestate exponore, et 
grassantes oppositos errores subiectis Ca- 
nonum articuliiB condcmnare. 

Captt I. 

Eedetiam esse Corpus Chritti mysticum, 

Unigenitus Dei Filius, qui illurainat om- 
nem liominem venicntem in liuno mundum, 
quique nulla unauam aetate miseris Adae 
iiliis ope sua ctefuit, in oa plenitudine 
tem|)ori!«, quae sempitemo consilio fuerat 
praestituta, ' in similitudinem hominum 
factus ' vitdbilis apparuit in assumpta nostri 
corporis forma, ut terreni homines atque 
camales novum hominem induentes, qui 
secundum Deum creatus est in iustitia tt 
sanctitato veritatis,* corpus efformarent 
niysticum, cuius ipse existeret caput. Ad 
lianc vcro mystici corporis unionera efficien- 
dam, Christus Dominus sacrum regenera- 
tionis et renovationis instituit lavacrum, 
quo filii hominum tot nominibus inter se 
divisi, maxima vero peecatis dilapsi, ab 
omni culparum sorde mundati membra 
cssont ad invioem,* suoque divino capiti 

• Cf. S. Iren. adv. Ilacr. 1. 111. c 4. 

> S. AmbitM. de fid. ad. b. Hieron. presbyt. ap. 
Mai. vv. ScripU. torn. vil. par. i. p. 159. 

3 Ep. ad I'hillpp. ii. 7. 

« Kp. ad Ephes. Iv. 24. 

s or. ep. ad £ph«s. iv. 4-25 coll. pp. i. ad Cor. xtl. 
12-14. 



fide, 8pe» et caritatc ooniuncti, uno eius 
spiritu omncs vivificarentur, ac coelestium 
gratiarum et charismatum dona cumulate 
reciperent Atque haec est, quae, ut fide- 
lium raentibus obiiciatur altoque defixa 
baereat, satis nun(^utim oommendari potest, 
praecellens Ecxslesiae species, cuius caput 
est Christus* ex quo totum corpus cnm- 
pactum, et connexum per omnem iuncturam 
subministrationis, secundum operationem 
in mensurum uniuscuiutfque raembri, aug- 
mentum corporis facit, in aedificationem 
sui in caritate.* 

Caput II. 

ChrUtianam religionem nonniti in Eedesia 
et per Ecdetiam a Christo fundatam ezcoU 
posse. 

Hanc Ecclesiam, quam acquisivit san- 
guine suo, et tanquam sponseun unice 
electam actemam dilexit, auctor fidci et 
consummator lesus ipsa fundavit atque 
instituit, et per Apostolos suos eorumque 
successores iugitcr usque ad consumma- 
tionem saeculi in universe mundo et ex 
omni creatura colligendam, docendam, 
moderandamque praeccpit, ut una asset gens 
sanctik, unus populus acceptabilis, sectutor 
bonorum operura.' Neque enim evan- 
gelicae legis ea ratio est, ut excluso quovis 
societatis vinculo veri adoratores singuH 
seorsum Patrem adorent in spiritu et veri- 
tate ; sed religionem suam ita societati a se 
institutae inbaerentem Redemptor noster 
voluit, ut cum ea penitus oonserta ac veluti 
ooncreta maneret, et extra illam vera Chrbdi 
religio nulla est 

Caput III. 

Ecdesiam ease tocietatem verant, perfedaiUy 
spirituakm et tupenuituralein, 

Docemus autem ac declaranius, Ekx^lcsiao 
incsse omnes vcrae societatis oualitatcs. 
Neque societas haec indefinita vel informis 
a Citristo relicta est ; sed quemadmodum ab 
ipso suam exsistentiam habet : ita ciusdcm 
voluntate ac lego exsistendi formam suamquo 
oonstitutionem accepit. Neque eadem mem- 
brum est sive pars alterius cuiuslibet 
societatis, neo cum alia q^uavis confusa aut 
oommiscenda; sed adoo m semetipsa per- 
fecta, ut dum ab omnibus bumanis societa- 
tibus distinguitur, supra eas tamcn quam 
maxime evebatur. Ab inexhausto enim 
misericordiae Dei Patris fonte profecta, per 

1 Ep. ad Culoat. i. 18. 
* Kp. ad Ephea. iv. K. 
s Ep. ad Tit. ii. 14. 

X 2 



312 



THE VATICAN COUNCIL. 



[DOCUMKKT XIIL 



inoarnati ipsioB Yerbi roinistcrium ope- 
ramque fandata, in Spiritn saocto constituta 
est, qui in Apostolos primum largissime 
effiosuB, abundo etiam iagiter diiTnnditur in 
Alios adoptionis, ut iidem Inmino eius collu- 
strati una mentium fide et Deo adhaereant 
et inter ee oohaereant; ut pignus Iiaeredi- 
tatis in oordibus suis circumferentes, carnls 
desideria ab eius, quae in mun<lo est, concu- 
pisoentiae oorruptione avcllant, et beatii 
una communique spe firmati, concupiscant 
promissam aetemam Dei gloriam, atque 
adeo per bona opera certam siiam vocationem 
et eleotioncm faciant.* Quum autem his 
bonorum divitiis in Ecclesia homines per 
8piritum sanctum augeantur, atque his 
eiusdem sancti Spiritus nexibus in unitate 
oohaereant: Kcclesia ipsa spiritualis so- 
cietas est, atque ordinis omnino super- 
naturalis. 

Caput IV. 

Eedesiam esse $ocietcUem ffigtbHem, 

Absit tamen, ut quis oredat, Ecclesiae 
membra nonnisi intemis ac latentibus vin- 
culis iungi, et abditam inde societatem 
ao prorsus invisibilem fieri. Aetema siqui- 
dem Dei sapientia ac virtus voluit, spirituali- 
bus et invisibilibus vinculis, quibus fidelee 
supremo ac invisibili Ecclesiae capiti per 
Bpiritum sanctum adhacrent, externa 
quoque ac visibilia respondere, ut spiritualis 
ilia RC supematuralis sooietas extrinsecns ap- 
pareret, et conspicua patesceret. Hinc visi- 
Dile magisterium, a quo crcdenda interius 
exteriusque profitenda fides' publico pro- 
ponatur ; visioile quoque ministerium, quod 
visibilia Dei mysteria, quibiis interior sanc- 
lificatio hominibus et dcbitus Deo cultus 
comparatur, munere publico moderatur ac 
curat ; visibile regimen, <juod membrorum 
inter se oommunionem ordmat, extemamquo 
omnem et publicam fidelium in Ecclesia 
vitam disponit ac dirigit; visibile demum 
totum Ecclesiae corpus, ad quod non lusti 
tantum aut praedcstinati pertinent, sed 
etiam peccatores, professione tamen fidei et 
oommunione cum eo coniuncti. Quibus fit, 
ut Christi Ecclesia in terris nee invisibilis 
neo latens sit ; sed in manifestatiuno posita,' 
veluti civitas excelsa et illustris in monte,* 
quae abscondi non potest, ac veluti lucema 
super candelabrum.' 

» Ep. II. b. Pet. Ap. 1. 10. 

> Cf. ep. ad Rom. x. 10. 

» St. Augustin. in Pb. xvHl. enarral. II. n. b. coll. dc 
unit. Eccl. I. un. c. 16, n. 40, con. Crescon. IK>natist. 
1. 11. c. 36, n. 46, con. lltt. Pctil. 1. ii. c. 32, n. 74, c. 104, 
n. 239. 

♦ S. (Mil. alex. com. In. Is. 1. ili. c. 26, n. 4. 

* Cf. Mattb. V. 16. 



Caput V. 
De visibili EocUnae timtaie. 

Cum eiusmodi sit vera Christi Ecclesia, 
declaramus, banc visibilem oonapicoamque 
societatem, esse illam ipsam divinarum 
promisssionum ao misericordiarum Eoclesiam 
quam Christus tot praerogativis ao privi- 
legiis distinguere et exomare voluit; ean- 
demque ita plane in sua oonstitutione esse 
determinatam, ut quaecumque societates a 
fidti unitate vel a oommunione huius cor- 
poris seiunctae nuUo modo pars eius aat 
membrum dici possint; neque per varias 
christiani nominis consociationes diffpersam 
atque diffusam. sed totam in se oollectam 
penitusiue cohaercntem, in sua conspicoa 
unitate indivisum ac indivisibile corpus 
praeferre, quod est ipsum corpus mysticum 
Christi. . De quo Apostolus inquit, unum 
corpus, et unus spiritus, sicut vocati cstis in 
una spe vocationis vestrae. Unus Dominus, 
una fides, unum baptisma. Unus Deus et 
Pater onmium, (|ui est super omnes, et per 
omnia et in omnibus nobis.^ 



Caput VI. 

Ecdenam esfe societatem ad aalui^em con$e' 
queudam omnino necesgariam, 

Hinc omnes intelligant, quam necessaria 
ad salutem obtinendam societas sit Ecclesia 
ChristL Tantao nlminim necessitatis, 
quantae consortium et coniunctio est cum 
Christo capite et mystioo eius corpore, 
praeter qucxl nullam aliam communiom-m 
ipse nutrit et fovet tanquam Eccleeiam 
suam, quam solam dilexit et seipsum trA- 
didit pro ea, ut illam sanctificaret, mundans 
lavacro aquae in verbo vitae : ut exhiberet 
ipse sibi gloriosam Ecclesiam, non habentem 
maculam, aut rugam, aut aliquid huiusmodi, 
sod ut sit sancta et immaculata.' Idcirco 
docemus, Ecclesiam non liberam societatem 
esse, quatd indififerens sit ad salutem, earn 
sive nosse sive ignorare sive ingredi sive 
relinquere; sed esse omnino necessariam, 
et quidem necessitate non tantum praecepti 
dominici, quo Salvator omnibus gentibus 
eam ingrediendam pracscripsit ; verum etiam 
medii, quia in institute salutaris providentiae 
ordine communicatio sancti Spiritus, par- 
ticipatio veritatis et vitae non obtinetur, 
nisi in Eksclcsia et per Ecclesiam, cuius 
caput est Christus. 



1 Ep. ad Ephes. iv. 4-«. 

» Cr. ep. ad EphcR. v. 29. Pt 26-27. 
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Caput VII. 
Extra Ecdestam iolvari neminem pone, 

Porro dogma fidei est, extra Ecclesiam 
salvari neminem p<*8se. Nequo tamen, qui 
circa ChriBtum eiosque Ecclesiam invinci- 
bili ignoroutia laboraut, propter banc ig- 
norantiam poenis aetemis dauinandi sunt, 
ciun nulla obetringnntur huiusoe rei culpa 
ante oculoe Domini, qui vult omnes homines 
salvos fieri et ad agnitionem veritatis venire, 
qnique facienti quod in se est non denegat 
gratiam, ut iuslinrationem et vitam aeter- 
nam consequi po.>sit ; sed banc nullus coiise- 
quitiir, <^ui a fidei unitate vel ab Ecolesiae 
communione culpabiliter seiunctus ex liao 
vita deoedit. Si quia in bao area non fnerit, 
peribit regnante diluvio. Quare reprubamus 
et detesttumur impiaui aequo ac ipsi ration! 
repugnantem de religionum indiffercntia 
doctnnam, qua filii buius saeculi, veritatis 
et erroris sublato discrimine, dicunt, omni- 
bus aetemae vitae portum ex qualibet reli- 
gione patere: aut oontendunt de veritate 
religioiiis opiniones tantum plus minusve 
probubiles, non autem certitudinem baberi 
poyse. Pariterquo reprobamus impietatem 
illorum, qui claudunt reg:num coelorum ante 
bomini-s, falsis praetextibua afiSrmantes, in- 
decorum vel ad Siilutcm minime nccessariimi 
esse, deserere religionem, etsi &li<am. in qua 
quis natus vel educatus ac iusiitutus est ; 
nccuon £oclesiam ipeam, quae se reli- 
g^onem esse unice veram profitctur, omnes 
autem rcligiones et seotas a sua commu- 
nione separatas proecribit et damnat crimi- 
nantur, perinde ac si ulla un(^uam esse 
posset pirticipatio iustitiae cum miquitate, 
aut societas lucis ad tenebras, et conventio 
Cbristi ad Belial. 

Capxtt VIII. 
De Eeelesiae inde/ectibilitaie. 

Declaramua insuper, Cbristi Ecolesiam, 
sive exsistentia sivu const itutio eius spec- 
tetur, societatem esse ptrennem atque indo- 
fectibilem, nullamque pobt illam nequo 
pleniorem ncquc perfuctiorem salutis occo- 
nomiam in hoc saeculo exspectandam esse. 
Eteiiim cum nd finem usque mundi qui in 
tcrris |)erej?rinantur mortales Chrislo auctore 
salvandi sint: EccUsia ipsius, quae sola est 
salutis societas, ad finem ui>que mundi in 
sua constitutione immutabilis semper et 
immota persistet. Licet igitur Ecclesia 
crc9oat, et utiuRm augeatur iugiter fide et 
cnrittttc*, ut Chribti corpus atdiflcctur; licet 
pro vaiiii aetate Mia, et ])ro diverbitato 
adiuiiciorum, inter qua- conhtanter niili- 
tnndo verwitur, vorie sc-sc cxplicct; cadem 



tamen in so suaque a Christo aooepta con- 
stitutione ioimutabilis perseverat. Quare 
Cbristi Ecolesia nunquam potest excidere 
suis proprietatibus et dotibus, socro suo 
magisterio, ministerio et regimine, ut 
Ciiristus per corpus suum visibUe perpetuo 
sit omnibus hominibus via, Veritas et vita. 

Caput IX. 
De EecJetiae infaJlibUUaie, 

Excideret porro Ecclesia Cbristi a sua 
immutabilitate et dignitatc, et dedneret 
esse societas vitae ac iiecessarium salutis 
medium, si eadem a sidutari fidei morumque 
veritate aberraro, ac in ea praedicanda atque 
ex|)onenda falli vel fallere posset. At 
coiumna et firmamentum ventatis ^ est ; 
ideoque ab omni erroris falsitatisque periculo 
libera et immunis. Sacro autem et univer^ 
sali approbante Concilio docemus atque 
deelaramus, dotem infallibilitatis, quae tan- 
(^uam perpetua Bksclesiae Cbristi praerogap 
tiva revelata est, quaeque neo cum inspiia- 
tionis charLimate connindi debet, neque eo 
spectat, ut Ecclesia novis revelatiouibus 
ditescat, cullatam ad hoc esse, ut verbum 
Dei, sive id scriptum sive traclitum sit, in 
universal! Christ! Ecclesia integrum, et a 
quavis novitatis immutationisque oorruptela 
immime asseratur et custodiatur, secundum 
illud Apoatoli mandatum : O Timothee, de- 
positum custodi, devitans profanas vocnm 
novitites, et oppof^itiones falsi nominis 
scirntiie, ^uam quidam proniittentes, circa 
fidem exciderunt.* Quod idem Apostolus 
iterum inculcat scribens : Formam babe 
sanorum verborum, quae a me audisti in 
fide et in dileotioue in Christo Jesu. 
Bonum depositum ousted! per Spiritum 
sanctum, qui habitat in nobis.* Obiectnm 
igitur infuliibilitatis tuntum patere dooe- 
mus, quanCum fidei patet depositum, et eius 
ouslodiendi ofiicium poetulat ; adeo^ue 
praerogativam infallibilitatis, qua Christ! 
Ecclesia pollet, ambitu suo complect! tum 
universum Dei verbum revelatum, tum id 
omno, quod lict-t in se revelatum non sit, est 
tamen eiusmodi, sine quo illud tuto oon- 
servari, ccrto ao definitive ad crcdendum 

{)ropon! et explicari, aut contra errores 
lominum ao falsi nominis scientiae opposi- 
tiones valide assert defendique non possit. 
Haec autem infallibilitos, cuius finis est 
fidelium societatis in doctrina fidei et 
morum intemerata Veritas, magisterio inest, 
quod Christus in Ecclesia sua i>erpetuum 
iuslituit cum ad Apostolos dixit: Euntes 

> Kp. I. a<l Timoth. iil. IS. 
2 Kp. I. atl Ttim>th. vi. 2»i. 
s Kp. li.adTtiiKitlj. i. i:t, 14. 
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ergo doceto omnes gcntes, bapiizantes eos 
in nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spirit us sancti : 
docentes eos servare omnia quaecumque 
mandavi vobis ; et ecce ego Tobiscnm sum 
omnibus diebus, usque ad consummationem 
saeouli.^ Et iisdem promisit Cliristus yeri- 
tatis suae Spiritum, qui manerct cum eis in 
aetemum, in cis esset, eosque omnem veri- 
tatem doccret.* 

Caput X. 
Pe EccHesiae Potestate, 
Christi autem Ecclesia non est socieias 
aiqualium, acsi omnes in ea fideles eadem 
iura haberent; verum est societas inae- 
aualis, et hoc non ideo tantum, quia 
ndelium alii clerici sunt, alii laici; sed 
propterea maxime, quod in Ecclesia est 
potestas divinitus instituta, qua alii ad 
sanctificandum, docendum et regendum 
praediti sunt, alii destituuntur. Cum vero 
£cclesiae potestas alia sit et dicatur ordinis, 
alia iurisdictionis ; de hac altera sp^cialim 
docemus, eam non solum esse fori intemi 
et sacramentalis ; sed etiam fori extemi ac 
publici, absolutam atque omnino plenam, 
nimirum legiferam, iudiciariam, et coerci- 
tivam. Potestatis autem huiusmodi sub- 
iectum sunt Pastores et Doctrres a Christo 
dati, qui eam libcro et a quavis saeculuri 
dominatione independent* r exercent ; adeo- 
quo cum omni imperio' rcgunt Ecclesiam 
Dei turn necessariis ot couscientinm quoquo 
obligantibus legibus, tum docretoriis iudi- 
ciis, tum denique salutaribus poenis in 
soutes ctiam invites, ncc solum in iis, quae 
fidom ct mores, cultum et sanctificationem, 
8cd in iis etiam, (^uae extemam Ecclesiae 
disciplinam et admmistrationem respiciunt. 
Undo liloclesia Cliristi }>erfecta societas cre- 
deiida est. Haec autem vera et tam felix 
Christi Ecclesia alia non est, praeter unam, 
sanetam, catholicam, et apostolieam Ro- 
manam. 

Caput XI. 

De Romaiii Pontijicis primatu. 

Pastor aetemus et episcopus animarum 
uoHtrarum, qui priusquam clarificaretur ro- 
gavit Patrem, ut credentcs in ipsum omnes 
unum essent, aicut Pater et Filius unum 
sunt,* ad catholicao fidoi et conimuuionis 
unitatcm in sua Ecclesia iugiter conservan- 
dam, in beato Petro Apostolo instituit per- 
petuum utriusque unitatis piincipium ac 
vi*>ibilo fundamentum, diim iuxta evangelii 
tcstinionia Petro Apostolo piimatum iuris- 

> Matth. xxviil. 19, 20. 

« Cf. Joann. xiv. 16, 17. coll. xvi. 13. 

» Cf. cp.nd Tit. II. 15, coll. cp. 1. ad Cor. vii. 6. 

* Cr. Joann. xvil. 1,21, m]. 



dirtionis in universam Dei Keolesiam im- 
mediate et directe promisit atque oontulit 
Ad unum namque Petrum ChriBtuB FUius 
Dei vivi dixit : Tu es Petrus et super banc 
petram aedificabo Ecclesiam meam, et portae 
inferi non praevalebunt adversuB eam; et 
tibi dabo claves regni ooelorum : et quod- 
cumque ligaveris super terram, erit ligatam 
et in coelis : et quoacnmque solveriB super 
terram, erit solutum et m ooelis.^ Atque 
uni Simoni Petro oontulit Jeeus post 0nam 
resurreotionem suinmi pastoris et rectoria 
iurisdictionem in totum ipsius ovile dioeoB : 
Pasce agnos meos. Pasoe oves meas.* 
Unde oondemnamuB atque reiidmus hnic 
tam manifestae saorarum idcriptorarom 
doctrinae, ut ab Ecclesia catholica semper 
intellecta est, oontrsirias eorum sententiaa, 
qui constitutam a Christo Domino in sua 
Ecclesia regiminis formam pervertentes 
negant, solam Petrum prae omnibus Apo- 
stolis sive seorsum singulis sive ommbus 
simul vero proprioque iurisdictionis primatu 
fuisse a Cnristo iiistruetum; autqui affir- 
mant, eundem primatum non immediate 
directeque ipsi beato Petro, sed Ecclesiae, 
et per banc illi ut suo ministro delatum 
fuisse. 

Quod autem in beato Apostolo Petro 
princops pastorum et pastor magnus ovium 
Dominus Christus Jesus* in perpetuam 
salutem ac perenno bonum Ecclesiae insti- 
tuit, id eodem auctore in Ecclesia, quae 
fundata super petram ad finem saeculorum 
usque firmiter stabit, iugiter durare necesse 
est. Manet ergo dispositio veritatis, et 
beatus Petrus suscepta Ecclesiae gubema- 
cula non reliquit.* Semper enim in suis 
suocessoribus, episcopis sanctae Bomanae 
Sedis, ab ipso primum fundatae, eiusque 
consecratae sanguine, vivit et praesidet et 
iudiciiini exereet, ita ut, quicumque in hao 
cathedra Petro sucoedit, is iuxta Christi 
ipsius institutionem primatum Petri in 
universam Ecclesiam obtineat Hinc inno- 
vantes atque in omnibus scquentes tum 
praedccessorum Nuktrorum Bomanorum 
Pontificum deoreta, tum praeoedentium Con- 
cilionim generalium disertas perspicuasquc 
deiinitiones, dooemus et declaranius, crc- 
dendum ab oinuibus Cbristi fidelibus esse, 
hanc sanctam Apostolieam Sedem, €*t 
Romanum Pontiftcem, in universum orbem 
tenere primatum, ot ipsum Pontifioem 
Komanum successorem esse beati Petri 
principis Apostolorum, et verum Christi 
Vicarium, totiusquo Ecclesiae caput, ct 

> Matth xvi. 18, 19. 

* Jcwinn. xxi. 16, 17. 

3 Kp. J. IVt. Iv. 4, coll. op. ad Hebr. xlil. 20. 

* S. lico. M. H'T. 3 (al. 2), n. 3. 
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omDium christianorum patrem, doctorem et 
iudiceiii supremum ex latere ; et ipso in 
beato Petro iiasceDdi, regtndi ac guber- 
nandi UDiversalem Eccleaiam a Domino 
nostra Jean Cliristo plenam poteetatem 
traditam ease; et banc, <^uae propria eat 
iurisdictionia potestaa, ordinariam ease et 
immediatam, erga quam partioulariain eo- 
cleaiamm paatorea atque fidelea tarn acor- 
Bum ain)culi quam aimul omnea officio 
hierarobicae aubordinationis veraeane obe- 
dientiae obstringnntur/ ut cuatodita cum 
Koniano Pontifloc tam oommonionid quam 
eiuadem fidei prafeaaionia unitatc, Eocleaia 
Cbriati ait unna grex aub mio aimimo paa- 
toTO. Haeo eat catiiolicae veritatia doctrina, 
a ({ua deviare aalva fide atque aalute nemo 
poteat Quare damnamua atque reprobamus 
i'orum aententiaSf qui a fide diacedentea et 
attendentea apiritibus erroria * negant, pri- 
mutua potcatatcm a Chriato Domino fuiaae 
in boaio Petra ita institutam, ut cundeni 
oporteat porpetuoa in collata aibi priniatus 
iiotcatate auooeaaorea habere ; ant affirmant, 
Komauorum Pontificum iuriadictionom 
ordinariam et immcdiutam non eaao tam in 
oinuca aimul quam in aingulaa aeoraum 
particularium postorum ecclcaiaa ; ant etiam 
contcndunt, liocre ab iudiciia Romanorum 
Pontificum ad futurum gcnerale Concilium 
tunquam ad auctoritatem Romano Pontifice 
Huperiorem appellare. 

Ex bao autem auprema, ordinaria et 
immediata tum in Eccleaiam universalem, 
turn in omnea ot ainguloa particularium 
Eocleaiarum paatorea et fidelea poteatate 
iurisdictionia conaequitur, Romano Funtifici 
neceaaarium iua ease, in buiua aui muneria 
cxercitio bbere communicandi cum paaturibus 
et gregibua tot iua Eccleaiae, ut iidem ab 
ipso in via aalutis doceri ac rogi poasint. 
Quarc damnamua ac reprobamua pemiciosaa 
iliorum aententias, qui banc bupremi capitia 
cum paatoribua et gregibua commuuicationum 
impcKliendam dicunt, aut eandem redduut 
aaeculari poteatati obnoxiam, ita ut com- 
temlant, quae ab Apostolica Sode vel eiua 
auctoritate ad regimen E^ccleaiae coubti- 
tuuntur, Tim ac valorem non Imbire, niai 
poteatatis aaccularia placito coufirmcntur. 

Cailt XII. 

I)e tt^nporali Sundae Stdis Doinmio. 

Ut autem Romanua Pontifox primiitua 
aibi (livinitus coUnti munua, uti pur ebt, 
(ulimplcret, iia iudigebat praesidiid, quae 
ienipf)rum conditioiii et uecessituti oongrue- 

' Kxpn-M nil fomnil td Mol Cone. Liigiluni^nx. ii. 
Tunc. Kloniiiin.ct I*ii VI. Brcv. " Su|»cr bolklitate." 
» Kp. I.aa'iim. iv. 1. 



rent. Undo aingulari divinae providontiae 
conaiiio factum c^t, ut in tanta aaecularium 
principum multitudine et Tarietat(>, Romana 
quoque Eccleaia temporalem dominatiomm 
baberet: quo Ronumua Pontifex, aiunmua 
totius Eccleaiae paator, nulli principi bub- 
ieotua, supremam univcrai domiiiici gn^gia 
pasceiidi re^ndique poteatatem auctorita- 
temque ab ipso Chriato Domino acoeptam 
per univeraum orbem pleniaaima libertate 
exoroere, ao aimul facilius divinam reli- 
g^onem mag^s in diea augere, et quae pro 
re ac tempore ad nuiiorem totiua chriatianae 
reipublicae utilitatem pertinere ipao cognos* 
ceret, efficaciua per<igcre poaaet. 

Cum vera impii homines, qui omne in 
tenia iua mutare oonantur, hunc ciyilem 
Sanctae Ronuinae Eccleaiae principatuin, 
in rei chriatianae bonum et utilitatem ordi- 
natum, et ab ea onmibua iuria titulis 
legitime tot aa( culorum decurau po^aesaum, 
quovia inaidiiuiun et violentiarum genere 
labefaotaro ac oonvellere adnitantur: aacro 
npprobante Concilio innovantea buiua Apo- 
atolicae Sedis ac praecedentium Conciliorum 
indicia ac decreta, damnamua atque proecri- 
bimua tum eorum bacreticam doctrinam, 
qui affirmant, repugnarc iuri divino, ut cum 
api ritual i poteatate in Romania Pontificibus 
principatus civil is coniungatiur, tum per- 
vernam eorum aententiam, qui contenduut, 
Eccleaiae non ease, de buiua principatua 
civ ilia ad generale chriiitianue reipublicae 
bonum relatione quidpiam cum auctoritate 
con&tituere ; adeoque licere catholicia homi- 
uibua, ab illiua decisionibua hao de re editia 
recedcre aliterque aentiro. 

Caiit xin. 

De con&trdi'a inter EceUsiam ac wcietaUm 
eiviltm, 

Perfecta haec civitaa, qunm fiaerae litterae 
n^gnum Dei appellant, aupema quidem eat, 
ai, undo orta ait et quo tendat, cogitatur, 
descendena quitai Cbriati aponaa de coelo et 
trunsitura in coeleatem illam, qu:(0 auraum 
eat Jeruaalem oon&ummutorum, cum Chriatua 
trtididerit regnum Deo et Patri, ut ait 
Deua omnia in onmibua.* Nunc vera Ecclc^ 
aia usque ad finem &noculorum in terria 
atque inter terrenaa civitatea adhuo mili- 
fausi, ex diviui fund;ttoris aui omniumquo 
KiHlimptoria mnndalo in ainum auum m:i- 
temum coUigit omnea gen tea, quae aiout 
indole nc moribua inter ae divcraae, ita 
etiam multiplici et varia civilis aocietatia 
forma aunt constiiutae. Qui cnim liomim a. 
ad aui cunaerfationem et congruom rutioui 

I If. Ikb. xii. 22, 23; I Cor. xv. 24, 2*. 
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felicitatem femponlem, natnra dace et Dei 
creatoritf oidiiiAtidne in ciTilem gccietitem 
coiemnt, iidem at aetemnm galventur, in 
flanctam iliam eocietatem, quae eat Eoclesia, 
g^tiu Dei 8alvatoris vocsintur. Com igitur 
ntiioBque societatis, licet modo diveno pro 
diyerso eanun ordine ac fine. Dens infinite 
tanctns et sapiens sit auctor : ex ipsa natnra 
inter Eoclesiam et societatem ciyilem Tel 
inter potestates, quibns ntraque regitur, non 
sane pn^:na est ant oppositio. 

Quin inimn Ecclesia rempublicam maximo 
mnnimento firmat ac tuetur, eiusque se- 
cnritati prodpicit. Dla enim institnta ad 
sanctificandos homines, ipsa virtnte et pie- 
tate Christiana bonos etiam cive-i facit, qui si 
tales sint. quales esse praecipit doctriua 
catbolica, sine dubio magna enmt sains 
reipublicae. ^ Praeterea cum terrena po- 
testas in temporali ntilitate et poenarum 
metu sunm observandammlegum snnctioncm 
potdtam habeat, yera religio, cuius et custos 
et mngistra est Ecclesia catholica, aui-tori- 
tatem impcrantium validius doctrina legi- 
busque divinis confirmat. Praecipit enim 
religio catbolica sua auctoritate dfivina, ut 
homines legitimae potestati subditi sint non 
solum propter iram, sed etiam propter con- 
Bcicntiam.' 

Quodsi Ecclesia monet ac iubet subditos 
secundum mandatum divinitus aoceptum 
obcdiro regibus, non minus reges quoque 
drKjet pn)8picero populis, ut intelligjvnt et 
crudiantur, qui iudicant terram, non ad 
dominandi cupiditatem, sed ad f)fiBcium pro- 
videndi sibi datam esse a Domino potosta- 
tem et virtutcm ab AltlHsimo, ut tamquam 
minitjtri regni eius recte iudicent, et custo- 
diant lc>;era iustitiao ; quoniam pu.silluni et 
magnum ipso fecit et acqualiter cura est illi 
do omnibus.* 

Ecclesia igitur CAtliolira regum et popu- 
lorum, atquo in hi8 singulorura omnis con- 
ditionis liominum religione divina turn iiira 
tuetiir tum officiu d«>ret ac praecipit, atquc 
ita legibuH hunumis sanctius fundamontum 
ponit et fideliorem conciliat obedient iam. 
Quaro cum huec civitas Dei tantum confemt 
&d securitatcm ot felicitatem civitatis ter- 
ronao, vol ex hoc uno omnes iiitelligant, 
quanta sapicMitia ac bonitate Deus auctor 
naturae et gratiae atquo ntriustjuo civitatis 
ordinator jwtestates wicertlotii et imperii 
non iuimieas sed vinculo pacis ooniungendas 
dispoHUorit. llaocautem utriuscjue civitatis 
c<miunetio ex qua in ipaam oivilem socie- 
tatem tanta Inma promanant, non liberae 
h(»niii»uni optioni pi'rmissa sed Dei lege 
praecopta Cbt. Quoniam enim non Holum 

' (!f Aug. Ad MMixollin.rp, 138. n. 15. 

« Rom. xill. 6. a Cf. Sap. vi. 4-8. 



singnli pri?atiin homines sed eiiiiiii omnetf 
in vita pnblica ipsaqne societas ad yeram 
religionem erga Denm tenentnr relig^onisqne 
le^ibus obstringuntnr, hino ipsa pubuca 
S'jcieiis, coins ciyes simnl fideles sint, 
magnis necessariis officiis oUigatnr eiga 
Dei Ecdesiam, quae yerae religionis doo- 
trinam et leges et iura ex diytno mandato 
custodit ac taetnr. 

Quapropter nemo dicere praesiumit, non 
posse auctoritatem et iura Ecdesiae cum 
saecularis potestatis inribns et auctoritate 
consistere ; atque ideo ad optimam societatis 
publicae rationem necessariam esse ciyilis 
reipublicae ab Ecclesia sepeiationem, ita nt 
imperio negetnr ius et offidnm coercendi 
sancitis poenis yiolatores catholicae reli- 
gionis, nisi quatonns pax pnblica postnlet ; 
yel omnino ita, ut humana societas oonsti- 
tuatur et g^bcmetnr nuUo habito ad reli- 
gionem nsptctn, ac si ea non existeret, 
yel SHltem nullo facto yeram inter falsasqne 
religiones discrimine. 

Quod inter sacerdotinm et impeiinm 
dissidia orta sunt et in dies oriuntnr, id 
nemo audeat asserere ex ipsa indole ac 
natnra potestatis ecclesiasticae proyenire. 
Pax yera inter utramque potestatem et 
Concordia, quam Ecclesia semper optat et 
humili supplicatione postulat a Deo, seryaii 
nunquiim potest, si liberties sponsae Jesn 
Christi opprimitur et vioLintur iura, quae 
Ecclesia exercere atque integra seryare non 
solum potest sed etiam debet, quia simul 
cum oiUciis cohacrent, quae ipsi a diyino 
suo fundatore iniuucta sunt ad salntem 
animarum. 

Huiusmodi bella iniquissima, qui yolnnt 
esse Ecclesiae filii, matri suae nunquam 
interrent, si imperantium et populorum 
mentibus consttinter obversaretur yeritas a 
Cbristo Domino severissimis yerbis incul- 
cata, nihil pnxlesso homini mundum uni- 
versum lucrari, si animae suae detrimentum 
patiatur, * o.U[uo adeo supra illam felicitatem 
vitae hiimanae, ad quam civilis potestas per 
se ordinatur, esse finem sublimiorem ct unice 
n(X!e8sarium beatitudinis aetcrnao, ad quam 
homines per Ecdesiam sunt deducendi; 
ideoque habita vel sola rntione finis, qui 
utriquo praestituitur, reipublicae civili 
Ecclesiam Jesu Christi tantmn priiecellens 
quantum huius vitae commoda ac b<»na 
supcmt salus animarum non auro vel argento, 
sed protioso sanguine Christi redemptarum, 
et vit »e actemae felicitas. 

Quamvis igitur eivilis societatis dispositio 
per hc et directo non ad f>upernaturalem 
felicitatem, sed ad temjx^ralo communitatis 

> Cf. Matih. xvi. 26. 



Document XIII.] 



THE VATICAN COUNCIL. 



317 



bonum pertineat, chrisiianiB tamen homioi- 
bu8 lion in hoc Bolummo<lo sistondum est ; 
Be<l poetulatur ab eis, ut temporali bono 
praeferant sempitemam, aU^ue ideo non 
minus in publicis rebus, quam in privatis 
ne^otiis, finem inferiorem non ita respiciant, 
ut fiuem hominis ultimum et necessarium ab 
oculis dimittant ; undo si quando videantur 
utilia regno temporali, quae bonis sublimio- 
ribus ^solesiae et aetemae saluti repug- 
neut, ea nunquam habebunt pro veris bonis, 
sed sincere consoqui studebunt, quod aiebat 
magnus ille Gregorius, ut terrestre regnum 
coelesti regno famuletur. 

Caput XIV. 

De iure et um potestatis oivUis aeeundum 
EoelesMe catholiaie doctrinam, 

Spreta Ecclesiae catholicao doctrina et 
auctoritatCf eiusquo circa bumanam socie- 
tatem iuribus conculcatis, subintroierunt 
nostris temporibus magistri mendaces, qui 
non solum Eoclesiao, sed etiam omnis hu- 
mani consortii hostes, dominationem contem- 
nunt,* ita ut nulla lege, nisi quam ipsi 
spoiite susoepcriat, obli<j^ so posse dicant, 
omnenique sublimiorem potestutem ab ipsis 
independoutcm pro iniusto dominatu ha* 
bcant, quem pro lubitu abiioere atque ever- 
t<ro liceat: immo etiam contra mauifestam 
Dei legem affirmant, omnes homines ex lege 
naturae ita ae(][uale8 iuribus esse, ut tum 
privata possessionum proprietas tum alia 
quae vis unius prae rcliquis praerogativa 
iniusta ceuseri et abrogari debeat. 

Alii autem fabam civilis socictatis 
speciem ao formam animo suo efflngentcs 
statum politicum, quem vocant, constituunt 
font<-m omnis inter homines auctoritatis 
omniMiue iuris, ita ut ab codem statu 
iwlitico eiusque lege tum ins proprietatis 

Sri vat ae unice dcrivari, tiun societatt-m 
omcsticam sen familiam suae existentiae 
totam rationem mutuari, omniaque parentum 
in Alios iura dimanaro ac pcn<lero affirmant, 
tum iu eius lego vel in maioris iiumcri 
civium placitis et in publica, ut dicunt, 
opiniono positam esse velint supremam 
normam consoientlie et offlciorum pro 
publicis et socialibus sive imperantium siyo 
subditorum action ibus. Quin et eo us(|ue 
non paucos progrcssos esse videmus, ut 
fortnnatis eventibus vim iuris tribueiites 
audennt dicerc, id qu(xl ex lege monili 
OBset iniustum, ni felicem habent exitum. 
CO ipso in publicis rebus ac ni'gotiis ex lege 
politioa iustum crudero et honcHtuni, quasi 
vcro lex moralis wX socialos et iwliiicoB 

I Cf. 11. Vet ii. 10. 



actus non aeque ac ad privatos sese porri- 
geret. At haec humanae superhiae fig- 
men ta non alio tendunt, quam ut incom- 
mutabilis sanctitas et iustitia aetemi Dei 
auferatur a recordatione filiorum hominum, 
in eorum animis sensus extinguatur iusti et 
iniusti, et inficiatur terra ab habitatoribus 
suis, (|uia transgress! sunt leges, mutaverunt 
ius, dissipaverunt foedus sempitemimi. * 

Contra hniusmodi errores, qui etiam inter 
catholicos populos serpere ooeperunt, omnibus 
in mentem revocandam btatuimus doctrinam 
catbolicam, ut ea integra et inviolata cus- 
todiatur. Docemus igitur, quod ab Apostolo 
trarlitum semper docuit Eccleeia, omnem 
legitimam poteatatem, ideoque etiam civi- 
lem, Deimi habere auctorem. ** Omnis anima* 
scribit Apostolus,* pottstatibus sublimiori- 
bus subdlta sit, non est enim potcstas nisi a 
Deo, quae autem sunt, a Deo ordinatae 
sunt ;" et ex oiusdem Apostoli sententia, qui 
banc potestatem tenet, Dei minister est sive 
bonum facientibus in bonum, sive malum 
agentibus vindex in iram,' atque ideo sub- 
ditorum obedientiam iure suo postulat. 
Nemo itaque docere audeat, licitum esse 
huic legitimae potestati vi resistere, aut per 
detestandum facinus eam coniurationibuB 
ac rebelliono evert* "re. qui enim rcsistit 
ix>te»tati, Dei ordination! resistit ; qui autem 
resistunt, ipsi sibi damnationem acquirunt* 

Pari vero nitione docemus, imperantibus 
in suae potestafisusu eandem normam divi- 
nae legis esse sequendam. Lex enim moralis 
sive luniine rationis sive per su)X)maturalem 
revelationem manifentata sicut pro homini- 
bus actionibusque privatis, ita n tn miuus 
pro iis qui praesunt, et pro publioorum 
munerum administratione actibusque sociali- 
bus ac politicis posita est Norma itaque 
agendi non in utilitate, aut in raultitudinis 
opiniono ac voluntate oonstitui potest, 
quando ad illicita ac Dei legi ropugnantia 
impellunt; sed necessaria morum rogula 
sicut pro subditis ita pro imperantibus 
etiam in ipsomm muneribns admmistrandis 
est lex Dei iubentis aut vetautis, secundum 
quam omnes in supremo iudicio oommuni 
Domino aut stabunt aut cadent. De ipsa 
autem agendi norma iudicium, quatenus de 
mf>runi honestate, do lirito vel illicito sta- 
tuendum est, pro civili etiam socictate publi- 
cisque negotiis ad supremum Ecclesiae ma- 
gisterium pertinet. Sane in via salutis 
aetemae omnibus tam subditis quam princi- 
pibus £ccle^ia a Deo constituta est du!c et 
magistra. Neque do imperantibus minus 
verum est: qui Kcclesiam matrem non 
hulxjt, Dcum piitrtm habere non potest. 



1 Cr. I«. xxir. 5. 
» Cf. ib. vera. 3, 4. 



2 Rom. xiii. 1. 
« Rom. xlii. 2. 
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Ut igitur Begem rrgum patrem ac propi- 
tium habere possint, Eoclesiam se matrem 
habere re et opere comprobare studeant; 
Deque Ucere sibi existiment sive in privatis 
sive in publicis npgotiis ob political rutiones 
Dei et sanctae matria Ecclcsiae leges ac 
iiira Tiolare. 

Caput XV. 

De gpecialfbus quibusdam EccUaiae iurtbus 
I in rdaiione ad societate^n civilem. 

Inter sanctissimormn iurium violatiopcs, 
quae nostra aetate ad nationes erroribus 
inficiendas corrumpendosque in eis mores 
chrifitianus perpetrantur, ilia est vel maxime 
pemiciosa, qua fraudulent! homines conten- 
dunt, scbolas omnes directioni ac arbitrio 
solius potestatis laicae subiiciendas esse, ita 
ut auctoritas Ecclesiae ad providendum 
religiosae institution! et educationi iuven- 
tutis christlanae omnino impediatur. Quin 
CO usque progress! sunt, ut ip«km catholi- 
ciim religionem a publica educatione arcere, 
atque univorsim scholas nullius professionis 
religiosae, scd Utterarias tantumniodo esse 
debere dicant. Contra huiusmodi sanae 
doctrinae morumque oorruptelas ex ipso fine 
Ecclesiae a Chris to Salvatore fundatae, ut 
homines per salutarem fidem ac disciplinam 
docendo regendoque ad yitam aeternam ad- 
ducat, ab omnibus agnoscendum est ius et 
oflBcium, quo ipsa pervigilat, ut inventus 
catholica in primis vera fide et Sanctis mori- 
bus rite instituatur. 

Hanc iniquitatem cumularunt alia usurpa- 
tione. Ipsam enim Clericorum educatioiiem 
ac institutionem in disciplinis ecclcsiasticis 
turn in aliis publicis scholis tum in ipsis 
Seminariis emcaci directioni ac vigilantiae 
Ecclesiae subducere et potestati laicae man- 
cipare praesumunt contra ius proprium 
Ecclesiae, ciuo maxime in suis minibtris 
sanitat! catnolicae doctrinae et sanctitati 
vitae ecclesiasticae providere debet. Quin 
etiam eos ipsos, qui in sortem Domini vo- 
cantur, a sancta sua vocatione per vim 
nvellere et iniquissima lege subiicere militiae 
suocular! alicubi veriti non sunt, atque ita 
quantum in ipsis est, fk^clcsiam nccessariis 
ad docenduin, regcndum et sanctificandum 
populum Dei ministris privare conantur. 
Quare declaramus et docemus, iura prae- 
dicta aU\ue ofticia ad Ecclesiam pertinero, 
et esse cum eius magisterio divinitus insti- 
tute, cum ipsius constitutione ac fine intime 
coniuncta, adeoque humanis legibus non 
posse aufcrri. 

Alia gravis iniuria sanctao Ecclesiae in- 
fertur ab illis, qui profcBsionem perfection is 
cvangolicae in Ordinibus Institutis^jue rcli- 



giosis ab eadem Eocleeia approbatis ioiqna 
oppugnatione persequuntar, atque affirmare 
audent, profsssionem religiosam iaribus 
naturae libertatisque humanae contrariamy 
vel ex regnis et civitatibus nostrae aetuUs 
eliminan(£m esse, quod ilia profeotui ao feli- 
citati populorum opponatur; eoque ua*^ 
dolendum, quod inter ipeos legem latores, 
qui se oatholioos profitentur, non desint, qui 
in hac re Ecclesiae ius conculcare et iniquis 
legibus, quantum Talent, irritum reddere non 
vereantur. 

Quoniam vero sponsa lesu Christi ipeam 
divini sponsi sui vitam et exemplum in se 
suisque membris exprimere, atone ingiter 
sanctitatis praerogativa fulgere debet, idem 
Dominus Noster lesus Chnstua non solum 
sancta dedit mandata omnibus, si volunt ad 
vitam ingredi, necessario servanda; sod 
etiam pro Eoclesia praemonstravit in suo 
evangelic statum perfeotionis, quo ii, qui 
Deo vocante capiunt verbum istud, reliotis 
omnibus, ut thesaurum habeant in coelis, 
ipsum lesum Christum propinquiori imita- 
tione sequantur.* Consilia haeo leau Christi 
ad Ecclesiam sponsam ac reginam oman- 
dam varietatibus* non potuerunt manere 
irrita ; undo operante divina gntia omnibus 
Ecclesiae aetatibus plurimi utriusque sexus 
crucis Christi sectatores in hac via ipenm 
Domiiium ducem ao magistrum secuti sunt 
Ut sic vocatis evangelicam perfectlonem 
consectandi media non deessent, providen- 
tissima mater Ecolesia semper sedulo cura- 
vit. Lcgis enim pro summa auctoritute vel 
ipsa tulit vel a sanctihsimis viris propositas 
probavit, quibus religiosa vita et professio 
lirma ac tuta consisteret, ct ad sanctum 
suum finem dirigeretur. Quamvis igitur 
non omnes vocati sint ad hanc vitae ra- 
tioucm in consiliis evangelicis voluiitariae 
ac perpetuae paupertatis, continent iae, et 
obedientiae sequendam : attameii ex con- 
stanti Ecclesiae declaratione atque usu 
omnibus necesse est aestimare, earn apoeto- 
licao doctrinae consentaneam esse et ad 
Christiana m pcrfectionem condueere. Ii 
vero, quibus aatum est a Patre Christum 
vocantera audire et scqui, ultra praeceptorum 
observationem consilia quoque evangeliea 
in institutis religiosis non solum activae 
sed etiam contemplativae vitae secundum 
modum ab Ecclesia approbatum pie et 
laudabiliter amplectuntur, ac divina gratia 
opitulanto possunt et tenentur, quae vove- 
ruut, reddere Domino Deo. Quare tum haeo 
Ecelcsiae et fidelium iura tum suscepta 
votis religiosis ofiicia in supematurali Dei 
lege ae ordinationo fundantur, qua Christus 

> Cf. Matih. Nix. 11,12, 17-29. 
•-' Cr. 1*8. xliv. 10-16. 



Document XIIL] 



THE VATICAN COUNCIL. 



319 



Bapientia aetema in sanota Ecclesia ana 
viam perfectionis evangelirae monstravit ao 
diDposuit : nee ilia politicis legibuB sive 
dirigi sive deleri possunt. 

Damnamus igltur turn doctrinam, qua 
profedaio religinsa illicita vel vero profeetui 
populorum noxia, ao propterea eliminanda 
esse dicitur, turn impios nominum conato^, 
(jjui commemorata Eoclesiae ac fideliom iura 
invadunt, et tantam ipsi Deo ao sanotae 
reli^ioni catholicae irrogant iniuriam. 

Hie porro aliam sacrilegam iuinstitiam, 
qua contra matrem Eeclesiam crudeliter et 
in dies latius grassatur, iterum damnare 
et pemiciosissimas fallacias, quibus homines 
mondaces illam obvelare student, proscribere 
necesse Nobis eat Dieunt nimirum, ius 
Ecclesiae, acquiiendi et possidendi bona 
tcmporalia, esse subiectum arbitrio status 
politici, et ab eius libera concessione iugiter 
pondere, ita ut potostas politica vi suae 
suproma auctoritatis possit illud ius abolere, 
latjsque legibus sibi yindicare velut bona 
domino yacun, quae lef2:itimo proprictatis 
titulo sunt in possessione Eoclesiae ; aut 
affirmant, dispositionem ac distnbutioiiem 
bonorum ecclesiastioorum non seeus ac 
corum, quae publica sunt totius nationis, 
pertinere ad nativum ius supremae potestatis 
politicae. Huiusmodi autem perversis doo- 
triiiis impugnantur iura Eoclesiae certissima, 
quae ex ipsa eius divinitus data oonstitutione 
pmmunant. Ecole^ namque cum sit per- 
fecttk socictas divino iure constituta, supier- 
nnturalis ^uidem, sed eadem societas visibilis 
ex huminibus et ad hominum salutem in 
terris consistens, propterea rebus etiam visi- 
bilibus ft extemis atque inter baeo bonis 
qiKM^uo temporalibus utitur et iuvatur tam- 
quam mediis ad divinam suam mission i/m 
adimplendam et ad flaem sibi a Christo 
Sulvatore propositum assequendum. Ad 
liano enim suam midsionem Ecolesia visibilis 
ox natura sua et ex di?ina institutione 
nunistros proprios habet ox hominibus 
iissumptos et pro bomioibus constitutos, qui 
non potestati saeculari subordinati, sed ab 
ea independentes sacris muneribus fun- 
guiitur : atque ideo iure suo Ecclesia eis 
prospicit, ut iuxta ordinationem Domini qui 
evangelium annuntiant,de evangelio vivant:* 
eiusdcmquo Eoclesiae sicut officium ita pro- 
prium ius est, providendi tum decori extemi 
divini cultus, tum multiplicibus indigentium 
membrorum Cliristi necessitatibus, tum aliis, 
quae opportuua iudicavcrit, cliristianao cari- 
titis et pietatis operibus. His vero muneri- 
bus Ecclesiae atque offlciis exsequendis cum 
secundum ordinem divinae providentiao bona 

» Cf. 1 Cor. ix. 14. 



temporalia subserviant, sane illud ius ao- 
quirendi ao possidendi titulo proprietatis, 
qu«id mere humanis societatibus legitime 
con-»titutis competero potest, in Elcclesia non 
deficit, sed in ea, ut in sodetate divinitus et 
ad altiorem finem instituta et ad imperils 
mnndanis independents etiam sanctius est 
ac superioris ordinis, quia bona huiusmodi 
mystico oorpori Christi, et per hoc ipsi 
Christo Deo speoialius dicata sunt 

Quare dooemus, Eoclesiae, ut societati 
▼isibili a Deo inter homines oonstitutae, ius 
esse, bona temporalia aoquirendi et possi- 
dendi, neque hoc iure eam a qua vis potestate 
saeculari privari posse; ao propterea prae- 
dictos errores damnamus, et leges quibus 
status politicus tanquam ex supremo iure 
sibi inhaerento bona ecolesiastica usurpat, 
iniustas spoliationes esse deolaramus. 

Haeo sunt, quae generatim visum Nobis 
est, Chridti fldeles circa Elcolesiam Christi 
docere: his autem contraria oertis et pro- 

Sriis Canonibus in hunc qui sequitur modum 
amnare, ut omnes, adiuvante Christo fldel 
regula utentes, oatholicam veritatem faoilius 
agnoscere et tenere poesint. 

De Eecleiia Chridi. 

Canon I. — Si quis dixerit, Cliristi relf- 
gionem iu nulla peculiari societate ab ipso 
Cluisto fundata exstantem et expressam 
esse, sed a singulis seorsum, non habita 
ratione ad ullam societatem quae vera ipsias 
Eoolesia sit, rite observari et exooli posse; 
anathema sit. 

Canon II. — Si quia dixerit Ecdosiam a 
Christo Domino nullam oertam ao immuta- 
bilem oonstitntionis formam aooepisse, sed 
aequo ao reliquas hominum societates, pro 
temporum diversitate vicissitudinibns et 
transformationibus subiectam fuisse, aut 
subiici posse ; anathema sit 

Canon III. — Si qxuB dixerit, diyinamm 
promissionum Eoclesiam non esse societatem 
extemam ao oonspicuam. sed totam inter> 
nam ao invisibilem ; anathema dt 

Canon IV.— Si quis dixerit, veram Eecle- 
siam non esse unum in sc corpus, sed ex 
variis dissitisque christiani nominis socie- 
tatibus oonstare, per eas^ue diffusam esse; 
aut varias societates ab invicem fidei pro- 
fessione dissidentes atque communione 
seiunctas, tanquam membra vel partes unam 
et univcrsalem constituere Christi Eeclesiam; 
anathema sit 

Canon V. — Si quis dixerit, Eeclesiam 
Christi non esse societatem ad aeternam sulo- 
tem consequendam omnino neoessariam ; aut 
homines per cuiusvis rcligionis caltum sal- 
vari posse; anathema sit 
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Canon VI. — Si quis dixerit, intolerantiam 
illam, qua Ecclesia cathulica omnes religiosas 
Bectas a sua communione separatas proscribit 
ct damiiat, diviiio iure non praecipi ; aut de 
veritate religioniB opiniones tautum non 
aatem oertitudincm baberi posse; idcoque 
omnes sectas religiosas ab Ecolesia tole- 
randas esse ; anathema sit. 

Canon VIL— Si quis dixerit, eandcm 
Cbristi Ecclesiam posse o£Eundi tenebris, aut 
iutici maliSf quibus a salutari fidei morum- 
que veritate aberrct, ab origiuali sua iiisti- 
tutione deviet, aut depravata et corrupta 
tandem desinat esse ; anatliema sit 

Canon VI II,— Si quis dixerit, praesoiitem 
Cliristi Ecclesiam non esse ultimam ac 
Buprt'mam oonsequendae salutis oecono- 
miam, sed exspeotandam esse aliam, per 
novam vel pleniorem divini Spiritus effu- 
sionem ; anathema sit. 

Canon IX.— Si quis dixerit, Ecclesiae 
infailibilitatem ad ea tantum restringi, quae 
divina revelatione oontinentur, nee ad alias 
ctiam veritates extendi, quae neccssario 
ri'quiruntur, ut revelationis depositum inte- 
grum custodiatur ; anathema sit. 

Canon X. — Si quis dixerit, Ecclesiam non 
esse societatem perfectam, sed collegium; 
aut ita in civili sen in statu esse, ut sae- 
culari dominationi subiiciatur ; anathema 
sit. 

Canon XI.— Si quia dixerit, Ecclesiam 
institutam divinitus esse tanquam societatem 
aoqualiimi ; ab episcopis vero hal^eri quidcm 
officium ot ministeriimi, non autcm propriam 
regiminis potestatem, quae ipsia divina or- 
dinatione competat , quaeque ab iisdem sit 
libero exerc<?naa ; anathema sit. 

Canon XII. — Si quis dixerit, a Christo 
Domino et Salvatore nostro Ecclesiae suae 
coUatam tantam fuisse potestatem dirigeiidi 
per concilia et suasiones, non vero etiam 
iubendi per leges, ao devios contimiacesque 
exteriori iudicio ac salubribus pnoenis coer- 
cemli atquo cogendi ; anathema sit. 

Canon XIII.— Si quis dixerit, veram 
Christi Ecclesiam, extra quam nemo salvus 
esse potest, aliam esse praetor unam, sanc- 
tam, catholicum, et apostolicam Komanum ; 
anathema sit. 

Canon XIV. — Si quis dixerit, beatum 
Petrum Apostolonun a Christo Domino con- 
btitutum non esse Apostolorum omnium 
priiicipem et totius Ecclesiae militant is visi- 
bile caput; vel eimi tantum lionoris, non 
autem verae propriaeque iurisdictionis pri- 
matum aooepissc ; anathema sit. 

Canon XV.— Si quis dixerit, non esse ex 
ipsitis Christi Domini instittitione, ut beatus 
l*ttru3 in primatu super imiversam Eccle- 
siam habeat pcrpctuos successorcs ; aut Ko- 



manum Pontifioem non esse lore divino 
Petri in eodem primatu successorem; ana- 
thema sit. 

Canon XVI. — Si quis dixerit, Romanum 
Pontificem habere tantummodo officium 
inspectionis vel directionis, non autem 
plenam et supremam potestatem inrisdio- 
tionis in universam Eodesiam ; aut banc 
eius potestatem non esse ordinariam et 
immediatam in omnes ao singulas eocledas; 
anathema sit. 

Canon X VII.— Si quis dixerit, potestatem 
ecclesiasticam independentem, quam Eccl^ 
sia catholica sibi a Christo tributam esse 
docet, Bupremamque potestatem, oivilem 
non posse simul consistere, ita ut iuia 
utriusque salva sint ; anathema sit. 

Canon XVIII.— Si quis dixerit, potes- 
tatem, quae ad regendam civilem societatem 
necessaria est, non esse a Deo ; aut eidem 
ex ipsa Dei lege subiectionem non deberi; 
aut eam natiurali hominis libertati repugn 
nare ; anathema sit. 

Canon XIX.— Si dixerit, omnia inter 
homines iura derivari a statu politico; ant 
nullam nisi ab ipso communicatam dazi 
auctoritatem ; anathema sit 

Canon XX. — Si <|uis dixerit, in lege 
status politici vel in publioa hominum 
opinione constitutam esse pro publicis ac 
socialibus actionibus supremam conscientiae 
normam ; aut ad easdem non extendi Eccle- 
siae iudicia, quibus ea de licito et illicito 
pronuntiat ; aut vi iuris civilis fieri licitum, 
quod iure divino vel ecclcsiastico est illi- 
citum ; anathema sit. 

Canon XXI —Si quis dixerit, leges Eode- 
siac vim obligandi non habere, nisi quatenns 
civilis potestatis sanctione firmentur; aut 
eidem civili potestati vi suae supremae 
auctoritatis compctcre, in causis reugionis 
iudicaro et decemerc ; anathema sit. 



DOCUMENT XIV. 

Apparisce da questo prospetto, e consta 
dalle reiazioni imanimi di quanti lianno per- 
corsa la Svizzera, che i Protestant! vi go<u>tto 
di maggior prosperitk die i CattolicL 6e 
cercassimo di ascrivere un tal &tto alia dif- 
fcrenza del territorio, mostreremmo ignorare 
che pill Ciintoui cattolici (per esempio, 
Lucema, Friburgo, Solera, Ticino) hanno 
suolo pill fertile di quello del Protestanti 
di Ginevra, Neuchatel, ec, che dove i Cat- 
tolici si trovano misti ai Biformati su ter- 
reno di eguul indole, ivi sono questi non 
poco superiori a qiielli in benessere, e cio 
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Bi tooca oon mano nei Cantoni di Olarona, 
Friburgo, Appenzello, Grigioiii, San Gallo, 
eo. Adutique molti doi Protestanti vanno 
diceudo esser la religione riformata migliore 
della cattolica, ma essi la disoorrono alia 
P^gtP^t perch^ in ci6 resseuza della reli- 
gione non ha parte; ma dicosi dunque, 
peroh^ sonosi i Cattolioi lasciati sorpasHare 
in prospcritk dai Riformati? Chi adduce 
una Ciiusa, e old un' ultra. I prudenti sono 
d'avviso conoorrere iiiBicmo pareochio ra- 
giubi, ec. 

{Statisiica della Svizzera di Stefano Frau- 
scini, ticiuese. Lugano, 1827.) 



" Tout my a pani im^procliable dans la 
forme comme dans le fond. J^&n auralB 
voloiiticrs sign^ cliaque ligne. 

" Voufl me permettrez d'ajouter que je me 
Bens un pen humilid par la pensce que voua 
autres, Allemands du Rhin, vous avez eu 
ct'tte folB riiiitiative d'une demonstiation qui 
convenait si Men aux ant^cM^ents des catlio- 
liqucs fran^aiB, coomie aux conviclions qui, 
pNE*ndant la premii^ moitie du dix-neuvi^e 
si^le, nous ont valu riionneur d'inaugurer 
la defense de la liberty religieuse sur le 
continent , . . 

" Agr^z, etc., 

** Ch. db Momtalembert." 



DOCUMENT XV. 

LlTTBE DU COMTE DB MONTALBIfBEBT. 

•* Paris, juillet 1869. 

*' MONBDEIR, 

^ . . . Deux fois, depuis quelques 
semaines, j*ai toucli^ au bora de la tombo, 
sans pouvoir y trouver la delivrance aprbs 
laquelle jo soupire et que le boa Dieu me 
fait attendre si longtemps. . . . Toutefois, 
la fin de mes maux ne peut tarder ; et d^ 2b 
present 11 me semble que je puis juger des 
choses et des personnes d'ici bas avec un 
d^intencssement et unu indcpendanco dont 
la mort seule a le privilege. 

** Au milieu de cette mine du corpe, mon 
ime me st-mble avoir conserve encore une 
oertaine vigueur, et c'est avec une intime et 
profonde jouissance que mon coeur ct mon 
esprit vout se re'fugier sur oes bords du 
Rhin oil se sont developp^s mes premieres 
impressions d'^tudiant, et oli je retrouye 
aujourd'hui les seulcs consolations qu'il me 
Boit donn^ de rencontrer dans la spn^ des 
pr^bcoupations du polc'miste politique et 
rcligieux. 

** Ces consolations, c*est k vous, Monsieur, 
que ie les dois, li vous et 2b vos amis, k votre 
excellent journal les Kcolnische Blsetter, 2b 
la savante et courageuse Feuille tlieologique 
do Bonn, mais surtuut )b I'admirablu Adresse 
de certains laiques de Cohlence lb re'v^tjue 
de Treves sur le futur concile, dont vous 
avez publie le texte ct dont vous avez eu 
Textrdme bonte de m'envoycr un cxemplairo. 

" Je ne sauruis vous dire lb quel point j'ai 
etc ^mu et charmc par ce glorieux Manifesto 
do la conscience et de la raison des catho- 
liqucs. ... J'ai cru voir luire un dclair au 
milieu des te'niibres, et entendre enfin un 
accent viril et chrdtien au milieu des d<5- 
clamati'ins et des adulations ^oourantis 
dont nous sommc 8 assourdis. . . . 



DOCUMENT XVI. 

COBLENZEB LaiEN. — AdBESSE AN DEN 

B. V. Trier. 

Hochwiirdigster Herr ! Ew. BiscLoflicben 
Gnaden als unsercm geistliolien Hirten und 
Bischofe nahen wir, die unterziicbneten 
Glfbubigen der Diocese Trier, in einer hoch- 
wiohtigen, emsten, unsere h. Kirche und 
damit unsere tiefsten Lebensinteressen un- 
mittelbar beriihrenden Saclie, von unsercm 
Gewiflsen gedrungen. eine el)rfurohtsvolle, 
offene und freimiithige Erklarung vor Ihnen 
und der g^nzen Kirciie abzugebcn. 

Hochwiirdigster Herri In Ihrem dies- 
jahrigen Fasten I lirtenbriefe. in welchem Sie 
die Gl'aubigen auf die Bedeutung des bevor- 
stebenden allgemeinen Concils hiuwiesen, 
erwabnten Sie, dass in einem allgemeinen 
Conoil zwar nur die Bischofe als die 
Nachfolger der Apostel entscheidendee 
Stimmrecht haben, dass aber nicht bloss 
ihre, sondem aller Glieder der Kirche 
Erfahrung und Einsicht dort gehort und 
beacbtet werde, dass nicht nur Priester, 
auch Laien, selbet in wichtigen Fragen, 
Eiiifluss auf die BesclilUsse der Concilien 
zu iiben berufen soin konnten. In der That 
selien wir derogem'ass auch heute eine 
Anzahl von GlaubigeUf deren lauteste 
Stimmfiihrer nicht Bischofe, sondern Or- 
densmanner und Laien sind, eifrigst be- 
miilit^ der Wirksamkeit des ktinfligen 
Concils gleichsam eine bodtimmte Rich- 
tung anzuweisen, und lioron, wie sie, ihre 
Wiinsche und Lieblingsmcinungen mit dem 
Glauben und den IkHiUrfnissen der Kirche 
verwechselnd, alio diojenigen im Gegensatze 
zudcn " eigentliohen ** fUr "liberale" Ka- 
tholikon erkl'aren, welche ihre Leiirsatze als 
Dogmen anzuerkennen und ilire Bestrebun- 
gen als heilbringcnd zu betrachten ausaor 
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Stande Bind. Diese Olaubic^n hnben ini 
Mittelpnnkte der Kirche, in Rom selbet, ein 
Presflorean, die OiviUa Ciuioliea, in welchem 
sie vor Kurzem in Fonn einer Correspondenz 
au8 Frankreich folgendo anch in einer 
Zeitschrift deutsclier Ordonsm'anner repro- 
duoirte, durch spatere Erklarungen nicht 
wesentlich abgeschwaohte 8atze veroffent- 
lichten : 

** Die liberalen Katholiken ftirchten, das 
ktinftige Concilium mochte etwa die Doc- 
trin des Syllabus und die dogmatiijche 
Unfe)ilbarkeit des Papstes pn>klamiren, 
hoffen jedoch wiedor anderereeits das Con- 
cilium konno etwa einige Yon den S'atzen 
des SyllaliUB modificiren oder in einem 
ihnen giinstigen Sinne erlautern. Ebenso 
hegen sie die Erwartung das Concilium 
werde die Unfeblbarkeit des Papstes gar 
nicbt behandeln, oder doch wenigstens nicht 
erledigen . . . 

*' Die cigentlichen Katholiken aber, das 
heisst die grosse Mehrheit der Gl'anbigen, 
nahren ganz andere Hofinungen. 

'* Ziemlich allgemein findet man dieUeber- 
zeugung yerbreitet, dass das kiinftige Concil 
ein kurzes, etwa wie das yon Chalcedun, 
sein werde, denn man fiihlt die Schwierig- 
koit, unter den gegenw'artigen Umstiinden 
eine langdauemde Versamndung zu halten, 
und vor Allem erwartet man von den 
Bischofon, dass sie in den Hauptfragen 
einig sein werden, so dass die Minoritat 
nicht lange wird opponiren konnen, so 
beredt sie auch sein mag . . . 

**Die Katholiken wiinschen, wie schon 
gesagt, dass das okumenische Concil die 
Doctrinen des Syllabus proclamire . . . 

*• Die Katholiken weraen die Proclamation 
der dogmatischen Unfeblbarkeit des Papstes 
mit Jubel aufaehmen. . . . Natiirlich wird 
der Papst in dieser Frage, welche ihn direct 
zu beriihren scheint, die Initiative nicht 
ergroifen, sondem sobweigsam und zuriick- 
hfUtend sein. Aber man hoffl, dass die ein- 
stimmigo Kundgebung d. h. Geistes durch 
den Mund der Vater des oknmenischen 
Concils das Dogma der Unfeblbarkeit des 
Papstes per acclamationem deflniren wird. 

** EIndlich giebt is in Frankreich auch noch 
eine Menge Katholiken welche den Wunsch 
aussprechen, das kiinftige Concilium mcige 
den vielen von der Kirche dor unbefleckten 
Jungfrau Maria dargebrachten Huldigun- 
gen durch das Dogma von der glorrcichen 
Aufnahme Mari'a in den Himmel die Krone 
aufsetzen ! ** 

HoehwUrdigster Herr 1 Waren das Aeus- 
serungen irgend einer bcliebigen, verein- 
zelten, durcn keinerlei Gunstbezeugungen 
von Seiten einer kirchlichen Autoritat 



aafgemunterten katholisoben Zeitung, wir 
diirften wohl sohwerlich una veranlftsst 
eesehen haben, aus unserer Zuriickhaltung 
nervorzutreten. Nun aber ist es nicht 
unbekannt. dass jene Glaubigen mit der 
Znneigung kirchlicber Autoritaten and des 
heil. btuhles selbet sich schmeicheln, und 
hat es den Anschein, als ob ein grosser 
Orden mit der ganzen Wucht einheitlicher 
Organisation nach denselben Zielen diiinge; 
es ware demnaoh leicht erklarlich, wenn ein 
so planmansiges und energischcs, die all- 
gemoinste Zustimmung beanspruchendes 
Vorgchen, falls es von keiner Seite offenen 
Widorspruch erfahren sollte, uber die Gresin- 
nungen der Katholiken bedeutende, unter 
den gcgenwartigen Umstiinden doppelt 
beklagenswerthe Irrthiimer veranlaaste. 
Angenichts einer solchen Lago aber diirfen 
und konnen auch wir nicht im Schweigcn 
verharrin, die wir nicht minder treue, 
gl'aubigo und fiir das Wohl unserer gemein- 
samen Mutter ohno Ruckhalt begeist^te 
Kinder der Kirche zu sein bestrebt sind, als 
jene; wir miissen vielmehr unsere Stimme 
erheben und vor Ihnen, unserem Bischofe, 
w laut aussprt'chen : 

Wir theilcn iene Ansiohten, Hoffiiimgen 
und Wiinsche der sogenannten eigeutliohen 
Katholiken nicht, verwahren una vielmehr 
gegen diesclben auf das entBchiedenste, — uns 
Bind im Hinblick nuf die vom heil. Vater 
in seiner Berufungsbulle erVauterte Bedeu- 
tung des bevorstehenden Concils Gedan- 
ken anderer Art vor die Scele getreten, die 
£w. Bischoflichen Gnaden in Kiirze darzu- 
legen uns vergcinnt sein moge. 

Ueberschauen wir die VerhiUtnisse, unter 
denen das allgemeine Concil zusammenzu- 
treton im BegrifTe ist, so sehen wir in 
neuerer Zeit nirgendwo eine b'aretische 
Punkte des Glaubensbekenntnisses be- 
riihrende Spaltung, wie sie fnihere Cod- 
cilicn zur Formulirung kirchlicber Lehren 
veranlasste, hervortreten. Der uns rings 
umgcbende Unglaube stiitzt sich auf philo- 
Bophische Meinungen, deren Fahrenheit 
langst durch die grossen christlichen 
Wahrhciten in helles Licht gesetzt ist, und 
eine Voreinigung mit unsem im Glauben 

fetrenntcn christlichen Briidem mochte 
aum dadurch erleichtert werden, daas man 
die Summe der uns trennenden Glaubens- 
saize noch um einige neu formulirie ver- 
mehrte. 

HoehwUrdigster Herr ! Unser© Zeit hat, 
wenn auch nicht in der cben bezeicbneten 
Richtung, in der That eigenthiimlicbe, 
auch von uns lebhaft gefuhlte BedtiifDisse, 
denen gereclit zu werden die Kirche, die 
Allen Alles zu sein Ix'stimmt ist, ans dem 
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unorachupflichen Born ihrer gottliolion 
Kraft die Mittol zu sohopfen yennag. In 
dor Bofroiung der Kircho von der Staato- 
gewalt, in der Herstellung ciner selbst- 
standigen nnd harmonidchen Bewegang der 
beiden Ordnungen, in denen nach Gottes 
Willen das Leben der Menschheit sioh ent- 
falten soil, in der organidchen Begelung 
der Thoilnahme der Glaabigen an der 
Gestaltung der kirchlichen Lebensbezie- 
hungen, in der Znriiokfiihrung der getrcnn- 
ten Briider zur Kirche, in der Bew&ltigung 
dee socialen Elcndes, im Anfsaohen der 
richtigen Stellnng dee Klems und des 
einzelnen Cbristen zur allgemeinen Bildung 
und zur Wissenschaft : an dieeen das kiroh- 
liohe Leben im weitesten Sinne umfassen- 
(lon Aufgaben miiht die €}«genwart in 
geistigem Ringen sich ab, und fiir ihre 
Loeung scheint sie BehnsuchtsvoU Hiilfe 
und Beistand yon dem vom gottlichem 
Geiste g^leiteten, yon der Einsicht der 
ganzen Kirohe getragenen beyorstchcnden 
Conoil zu erwarten. 

Wir verhehleu una nicht, dass ein naheres, 
Einzclheiten bestimmendes Eingchen auf 
alio diese in dem yielgestaltigen und 
reichgegliederten Leben der Kirche wur- 
zelnden Bediirfnisse einem allgemeinen 
Conoil kaum moglich sein wiirde. Der 
Organismus der Kiruhe selbst wird in 
soinen einzelnen Theilen die Formen her- 
vorzubringen liaben, in denen die Schaden 
Heilung flnden, die gesunden Krafte sich 
in segensreioher Wirkung entfalten konnen. 
Zunachst und vor Allcm wiirden wir as 
daher als sichere Biirgschaft segensreichor 
Entwicklung mit Freude begriissen, wenn 
yom bevorstehenden Concil eine Neubele- 
bung des g^roesen kirchlichen Organismus 
dorch allgemeine Wiedereinfuhrung jener 
durch Jam-liunderte erprobten regelii^i- 
gcn National-, Provinzial- und Dioceeansyno- 
dcn auRginge. Solche Synoden, wenn ihre 
Beschliisde aus wahrhaft frcicr und griind- 
licher Bemthung geschopft und auf die 
Fordeniugen des wirklichen Lebens go- 
richtc't waren, sind von jeher ein Quell 
des Holies fiir die Kirche gewesen, ihr 
Auflioren war fast iiberall Beginn oder 
Zeiohen der Erstarmng und des Hinwel- 
kens, von ibrer Herstellung, nicht Uoss der 
ausseren Form, sondem dem Geiste und 
Wesen naoh, dtirfen wir daher die Erfiillung 
derjenigen Wiinsche Iioffen, die wir in Bezug 
auf die kirchlichen Verhaltnisse in unserem 
Vatcrlando so manchen betriibenden und 
bedenkliohen Er^cheinungen der Gk)gen wart 
gegc'iiiiber Ew. Biscboflichen Gnaden ans 
Uerz zu legen vertrauenBToU wagen werden. 

Rirlit<*n wir vorhor nooh unsore Auf- 



merksamkcit auf das allgemeine Verhalt- 
niss der Kirche zum Staato und zur modernen 
Gtosellschaft iiberhaupt, so scheint es uns 
im Interesse der Freiheit und Selbststiindig- 
keit der Kirche aufs dringendste gerathen, 
dass das bevorstehende Concil keineu 
Zweifel dariiber lasse, die Kirche babe mit 
dem Wunscho, die theokratischen Staats- 
formen des Mlttelalters herzustellen, voU- 
standig gebroohen. Denn das ist es vor* 
zUglich, was die Geister heute der Kirche 
entfremdct, dass man furchtet, jene Zeiten 
mochtcn wiederkehren, wo die Staatsgewalt 
mit weltlichen Zwangsmitteln fiir die Dog- 
men und Gesetzo eines bestimmten auf 
iibematurUche Offenbarung zuriiokgefuhrten 
religicieen Bekenntnissee eintrat, wo dem* 
nach das Gewissen gebunden und die 
Wiirde der Religion selbst, welche ohne die 
von staatliohem Zwange freie Hingebung 
der Gl'aubigen nicht zu bestehen vermag, 
eesohadigt wurde. Wir verkennen nicht, 
dass au(m das Staatsleben eine religioao 
Grundlage hat, insofem die Ordnung des 
Staates und die obrigkeitliche Gewalt auf 
der Anerkennuns: eines lebendigen person- 
lichen Gottes und des von ihm der Seele 
eingepflanzten 8itten<;esetzes beruhen ; aber 
wir sind uns auch mit vollor Uebcrzeugung 
bewusst, dass die Sphare des Staates, der in 
|rleicher Weise, wie die Kirche, auf dem 
ihm eigenthiimlichen G«biete in voUer 
Selbstst&ndigkeit sich bewegt, innerhalb 
jener geistigen Erkenntnisso und sittlichen 
Gesetze boMhlossen ist, welche durch die 
natiirlichen Krafte des Menschen erfasst 
werden. Gtorade der Staat wird unserer 
Meinung nach der christlichste sein, dor 
diese seine Schranken am gewissenhaftesten 
aohtet, und wahrend er der iibomatiirlichen 
Reli<>:ion, der Kircho und den Confessionen, 
Welche seine eigene religios - sittliche 
Grundlage anerkennon, die freieste und 
selbststandis^ste Bewegung auf ihrem Ge- 
biete und den Schutz ihrer Rechte sichert 
seincrseits froiwillig, soweit es ohne Verlct- 
zung der Rechtsgleichheit geschehcn kann, 
auf die relit^iose Sitte des Volkcs RQcksicht 
nimmt und die huhere Einsicht der durch 
das Christenthum erzogenen Biirger gem 
benutzt, um das natfirUohe Gesetz immer 
tiefer zu erfassen und in seinen Ordnungen 
immer reiner zum Ausdruck zu bringen. 
Auf diesom Wege wird sich eine vollkomm- 
nere Harmonic, eine fruchtbarere Wirksam- 
keit, eine idealore Ausgestaltung von Staat 
und Kirche crreichcn lassen, als die Ge- 
schichte sie bis jetzt gesehen hat ; nnd 
wenn dennoch im Lebon dor Einzelnen 
Conflicte zwischen beiden Ordnungen ein- 
treten, so werden oh doch nur solche sein. 
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die einerscite aus dem durch daa Christcn- 
thum zuerst klar ausgcjsprocheneu Unter- 
schiedo dcr Kircho und des Staatcs, anderer- 
seits aus dcr Schw'acho und Fehlerhaftigkeit 
alleB Menschliclien sich mehr oder weniger 
nothwemlig ergeben. 

Hochwurdigater Herr! Noch peinlicher 
nnd druckendor, ala die Stoning der Har- 
moiiie zwischen Kirche und Staat, miisste 
68 von una empfundon werden, wenn das 
Band, welches Clerus.und Laien, Seelsorger 
und Gemeinde umschlingen soil, gelockert 
wurde oder gar eino tiefgreifende Dis- 
hannonie zwischen ihnen euistande. Mit 
Bclimerzlicliem Bedauem wiirden wir daher 
jeden Versuch betrachten, die gemeinsame 
Bildungsgnmdlago zu zeratiiren, welche 
bishor in Deutschland. wenigstens im AU- 
gemcinen noch, den Clems und die durch 
okademischo Studien vorbereiteten wclt- 
lichen Borufsstande einigte. Wenn es 
Bchon an t>ich den Interessen der Kircho 
als der ersten Culturmacht widerspricht, an 
den prossen Bildungsstatten unserer Nation, 
tun die alle Nachbarn uns benciden, nicht 
vortreten zu sein, so geniigt ein Blick auf 
das Verh'altniss, in wolchem der Clerus 
mehrertT romanischcn Lander zu den gebil- 
deten Laien steht, uns vor den Folgen 
einseitiger Erzielmng und Bildung der 
kiinftigeu Beelsorger zuruckschreckon zu 
lassen. Wiirdc man aber gar die- theologische 
Bildung der angehenden Geistlichen be- 
Bchranken, wollte man 8tudirenden der Theo- 
logie, wie es in oftbntliclien Bl'attern heisst, 
von donjonigon Disciplinen ausschliessen, 
welche m die unmittelbaren Quelkn des 
Glaubons und der kirchliohen Entwicklung 
einfiihren, so mUssten wir darin geratle zu 
cine unheil voile Scha-ligimg der kirclilichen 
Witsenschaft wie des kirchlichen I^bens 
erblicken. Wir spreclien daher <lon Wunsch 
aus, das bevorsteliendo allgemeine Concil 
mo;^e, falls es die Bildung iles Clerus zum 
Gegenstande der Berathung maclien soUto, 
auf die eigenthiimlichen Verbal tnisso unseres 
Vatcrlandes vorsorglich Riieksiicht nelimcu, 
oder die entgultige Festsetzung dieses Ge- 
genstandes nationalon Synoden iiberlassen. 

Hochwurdiiister Herr! Die Gefahren, 
welche der Kirche in unseren Tagon durch 
den uns von alien Seiton bekampfenden 
Unglaubeu drohen, die bedeutendon Anfor- 
derungen, welche die socialen Uelxd der 
Zeit an die chriatiche Liel)e8thati«;keit 
stellen, lassen es mehr als je nothwendig 
erscheinen, dass alle Glaubigcn im engston 
Verbandc mit ihren Seelsorgem am kirch- 
lichen Lcl>en theilnehmond und in ein- 
miithiger Gemeindethaligkeit die ganze 
FuUe christlicbtn Wirkens entfalten. Als 



in ahnlicher Lage die alte Kirche deroinst 
die heidnische Welt iiberwand, da war 
diese Einmiithigkeit voUkommcn, da war 
der Gemeindeverband so innig und feat, 
dass di(.i Stimme des Vulkes bei der Wahl 
des Bischofs gebort wurde. Die zeitgo- 
masse Herstellung auch dieser Einrichtung 
wird freilich wohl erst einer femcren 
Zukunft vorbelialten und von einer freond- 
lichen Auseinandersotzung zwiachen Kirche 
und Staat abhangig sein : schon jctzt abcr 
scheint uns eine edlgemeinere organi^soh gere- 
gelto Betheiligim^ dcr Laien am christlich> 
Bucialen Leben der Pfarrgemoinde huchst 
wiinschens worth. Denn neute gibt ea 
kaum noch einen lebendigon rcgclmassigen 
christlich-socialen Verkehr dt-r ganzen 
Gemeinde als solcher mit ihrem Seeborger, 
dem Ptarrer. Fast nur im Gotteshauae oder 
bei den Cultushandlungen steht der P&rrer 
der ganzen Gemeinde gegenflber ; die 
christlichcn Liebeswerke sind religiusen 
Ordcn, Einzelnen, endlich freien Gt.no68en- 
Bohaften iiberlassen, in die einzutreten sehr 
viele durch Gleichgiiltigkeit, viele andere 
durclr eine nicht unberechtig^ Scheu sich 
hindem lassen. Die Gemeinde hnt fast 
iiberall kein Organ, denn dio Kirchen- 
vorstandc unsorer Tago sind auf ein sehr 
kleines Gebiet beschrankt und kaum der 
Schatten einer wirklichen Vertretung. Und 
doch miisste nicht nur die Verwaltung dea 
kirchlichen Vermogens, sondem auch die 
Sorge fiir Arme, Kranke und Elende aller 
Art und fiir die christliche EIrziehung der 
Jugend; es miisste die Begutachtung der 
Niederlassung religioser auf UnterstUtzung 
durch die Glaubigen oder oflentliche Wirk- 
samkeit iimerhalb der Gemeinde ange- 
wiesener Orden, die Theilnahmo an der Mis- 
sionsth'atigkeit und den allgcmeincn Anjse- 
legt'nheiten der Kircho. das AUes mus^te 
der Idee naeh Sache dor ganzen mit ihrem 
SeeLsorgor auch mit Kiicksicht auf diese 
Vcrhaltnisse in zeitgemassen Formen or- 
panisch verbundeuen Gemeinde sein. Der 
freien Liobesth'atigkeit Einzelner, der riihm- 
lichen Aufopferung und Mingcbimg reli- 
gi(>8er Orden und dem Hirtenwaltcn des 
Seelsorgcrs auf diese Weise beengende 
Schranken zu Ziehen kann um so we- 
niger unsero Absicht sein, als kircldichc 
Organe der brzeiclmcten Art ihrer Nator 
nacli zwingende Entscheidungen nicht zu 
treffen h'atten, wohl aber scheint uns die 
Hoffuung bcgriindet, dass mit Hiilfe solcher 
Orgnne, welche nicht nur eine allgemcinero 
Heranzichung der Laien, sondem auch eino 
angeme.sscno Verbindung und plunvollo 
licitung allor lx»thoiligt4.'n Kriifto enmlg- 
lioh-n wiinlen. den socialen Uebohi der 
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Gegenwart von dcr Kirche mit durohgrei- 
fendcrem Erfolgo begegnet, die Einwirkung 
dee Klenifl auf das Volk, die Durchdringnng 
des Lebens mit cliriBtlichen Grundsatzen 
sicherer erzielt, religiose Gleicbgiiltigkeit 
eher gehoben, einseitige Riohtungen brsser 
bintangelialten, dass durcb sie namentlich 
jtne von Tage zu Tage eicb crweltcrade 
Kluft zwisclien sogenanntcn guten und 
gowohnlicben Katholiken am ereten iiUr- 
brUckt warden kcinnte. 

Hochwiirdigster Htrr I Der beisse 
Wunsch, der den li. Vater, den ganzen 
hocbwiinligen Episcopat, jeden gl'aubigen 
Katboliken und vor Allen una deutsobe 
Katb(jlik(.n, beseelt, der Wunscb, die Ver- 
fcolinung dvT von una getrennten protos- 
tantiscbon Confer sionen mit der Kircbe 
zu erlcben, )*at wobl nur dann Aussicbt auf 
Krfolg, wenn von unsenr Scite Entschei- 
dendes geecbiebt, um die Furcbt und das 
Misstrauen bei unaem Briidcm zu beseitigen, 
Vorurtbeile zu iiborwinden und Vertrauen 
zu erwecken. Wie vielc ibrcr Vorurtheile 
aber wiirden nicbt mit einem Male sobwin- 
dcn, wenn sie bci una die grossen Or- 
gfine der Kircbe wieder lebendig tbatig, 
wenn sie aucb ein wabres, die socialen 
Aufgaben des Cbristentbums erfUllendes 
Geroeindeleben bei uns wieder blUbt n saben, 
und daber unmoglicb langer die mittstrouiscbe 
Furcbt zu begon iiberrtdet werden konnten, 
da'is eine berrscbbucbtige Hierarcbie in der 
Kirche die Gl'aubigeu ausbeute und die 
Geister gewaltsam in faldcbe Bichtuugcn 
lenke oder niedertlriicke. Was daa Eintreten 
der Kirchenspaltung wabrscbeinlich verliin- 
dert b'atte, das wira aucb wohl am bebten 
sie aufzuheben vermogen : nun aber bat die 
Verzwciflung an der Hierarchic, welcber 
man den Vcrfall des kirohlichen Lebens 
S(4iuld gab, diese injemn Tagen erklar- 
licbe, wenn auch kleinglaubige Verzwcif- 
lung im Grande jene Lebren geboren, 
wclche die Hierarchic ubcrfluasig macben 
sollten. Die altchriatlicbe Kircbe, das alt- 
cbristlicbo Gtmeiiideleben wollte man ber- 
stcUcn; es gelang nicbt, weil m.in das 
priesterlicbe verworfen butto, auf welches 
allein die kirdilicbe Gcmeinde sich erbauen 
lasst: wir aber, die wir die festen Saulcn 
uns bewabrt Labon, konnen unschwer uuf 
den unzeruturten Fundamenten die nur lose 
g« scbicliteten Steinc zum herrlichen Tempel 
zubammenfiigen, in dessen weit geoffnete 
Pfortt-n nach Gottes gnadiger Fiigung die 
heiinkehrenden Briider fruudig wieder ein- 
ziebtsn. 

Eine andere nicbt unwichtigo Frage 
endlich, wclcho wir Ew. Bischoflioben 
Gnnden und des ganzen zum allgcmcinen 



Concil eingeladenen Episco^ts Erwagnng 
unterbreiten miicbten, botrifft die Einrieh- 
tung des Index librorum probibitorum. 

Wir wissen, dass es der kirchlichen 
Antoritaten beilige Pflicht ist, liber die 
Reinheit der Lobre zu wacben, Irrtbiimer 
zu bezeichnen und zu verbessera, Irrcnde 
auf den rechten Weg zu lei ten. Allein das 
Verfahren, welches man in den lefzton 
Jabrhunderten in Ausiibung dieses Berufii 
cingebcldagen bat, die Eintragung solcher 
Scbriften, die irrige oder bedenklicbe und 
unsittlicbe Darstellungen enthalten, in 
einem demn'aobst veroffentlichten Katalog 
und das Verbot, solcbe Biicber ohne b< son- 
dere Krlaulinias der kircblidien Obera in 
Icsen, dieses Verfahren scheint uns wcder 
seinem eigcntlichen Zwecke zu entsprc cben« 
nf»ch dem Geiste und der Wurde der Kirche 
vollkommen angc mc ssen, noch fiir die Ent- 
wioklung der Wissenschaflen heilsam. Es 
ortullt seinen Zweck nicbt, weil unmoglicb 
alle Scbriften mit irrigcn und bedenklichen 
Batzen katologisirt werden konnen und es da- 
hr.T oft von Zufallij^keiton, etwa von Denun- 
ciationen, abhangen muss, welche Bucher 
eingetragen wenlen, welche nicbt ; weil 
ferner nicbt die irrigen und bedenklichen 
Lthren ^elbst, somlem nur die Bucher, 
deren Lcctiire nicbt gestattet sei, und deren 
Autoren bezeicbnet werden; weil das Ver- 
bot, solche Biicber zu Icsen, von der Mebr- 
zabl der gebildeten Katholiken in scl.r 
vielen Fallen gar nicbt beacbtet weidcn 
kann und, ^ie Ew. Bischoflicben Gnadeu 
gewiss recht wohl bekannt ist, auch ganz 
allgemein nicbt beacbtet wird ; es ist der 
Wiirde und dem Geiste der Kirche nicbt 
vollkommen angemessen, weil otlter glaubige 
katholij^be Verfasser, die in der beAten 
Absicht geirrt oder auch nur Missfiilliges 
geaussert baben, durch Notirung ihr&d 
Namens, mitunter unmittelbar ne&n den 
Verfassem wahrer Scbandbchriflen, als 
gefabrlicb gekennzeicltnet und fiir alle 
Zeit mit einem Makel bcbatltet werden, 
^abrend Wissenscliaft und Kircbe ibnen 
fiir be<Ieutendo Leistungen eher Dank 
schuldig wflren ; es ist endlich fiir den 
witfsenscbaftlicben Fortschritt nicbt beilsam, 
weil die Furcbt, durch irgend einen unwiil- 
kiirlichcn Febltritt oder Mibsgiilf, vielleicbt 
gar in Folge der unberuienen Dienstfertig- 
keit eines Gegners, bich eine solche diffi- 
mirendo Stnife zuzuziehen, bich wie ein 
Bleigewicht an die Forscbungen der katho- 
lifecben Gelehrten l.angt. Wir begon dadier 
den Wuufcch es mo^e dem bevi ratehenden 
allgcmcinen Concil gefallcn, den Index li- 
brorum nrobibitorum aufzuheben. Es ist das 
Recht aer kirohlichen Autotitat, uns duroh 
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den Mnnd unserer Seelsnrger Tor inigen 
Lehren und unsittlicben Biichem zo wamen, 
waDo und so oft sio C8 fur nijthig halt ; die 
unfreiwillig irrcnde Person aber darf von 
der chriHtlichen Liebe der kirchlichen 
Obem Schonung ihres Natnens und Rufes 
erwaricn, so iange flie in glaubiger Demuth 
bereit ist, den Irrthum aufzu<;eben, und 
nicht eine aumcrete Gefahr fur das Seelen 
heil der Glaubi^en Wamung vor dem 
Irrlebrer erheischt. 

Da« aind, liochwiirdigster Herr, die Ueber- 
zeugungcn und Wunache, welche vor Ihnen 
auBzusprecben unser Gewinson uns ge- 
drangt hat. Sie verdienen, diinkt un8, 
eehort zu werden, bo gut wie alle andem, 
die von treuor Anbaiiglichkeit an unsere 
heilige Kirche, von aufrich tiger Besoro^n'RH 
fiir deren Wohl eingegeben und in lang- 
j'ahrigem Nachdenken gebildet sind. Uns 
bat nicbts anderes veranlasst, offentUeh 
niit unserm Namen hervorzutreten, als das 
Gcfulil der Pflicbt, lebhaft erregt durcb die 
Wahmehmung zunaclist der weitverbrei- 
tcten Abneigung mit der mnn in katbo- 
litichen Kreison die ol)en mitgethcilten 
Auslassun^^en der Civilta aufgenommen, 
sodann der bekbigonswerthen Bodenklich- 
keit, mit der so mimcbe, die es nicht sollten, 
vor freiniuthigcm Widerspruch zuriicksclirec- 
kon. Audi der traurigen Kirchenspaltung 
des 1(). Jabrbunderts ging ein nllgemeines 
Cnncil unmittelbar voraus, oline auf die 
Entwicklung der Dinge oinen giinstigen 
Einflusfl aufizuiiben. Sollen beuto die 
cliristliclien Volker durcb das fiir die Kirclso 
wirklicb wiodergewonnen werden, so muss 
eineeitij^ absprecbendon Behauptungen 
gegeniiber die khrende und regierende 
Kirclie durcb beMtiinmte und klare Bekennt- 
nisso von dem Zusfande der Goistor voll- 
kommen unterricbtet, den wabren Bediirf- 
nisscn der Zeit entgcgcnzukommen in den 
Stand gosetzt sein, und dazu nucb Kraften 
beizutragen fiihlten nucb wir uns ver- 
pfliclitet, die wir als tnue Sohno der 
Kircbo in der Einheit mit ihr und ibrem 
Mitttdpunkte, dem Stuble zu Rom. und in 
kindlicbcm Gehf^rsam gegen Ew. Biscliiif- 
liclu-n Gnaden mit Gottes Hiilfe zu leben 
und zu sterben entschlossen sind. 



DOCUMENT XVII. 

Die new Geschaftsordnting des ConciU 
und ihre theologische Bedeutung. 

Die neue Gescbaftsnrdnung, welche dem 
Coucil durch die fttnf Canlinal-Legatcn 



auferlegt worden, ist vollig verscldoden yoa 
allem, was sonst auf Concilien gebrauchlieh 
war, und zugleksb maasg^nd und ent- 
scbeidcnd for den femeren Verlanf dieser 
Yerdammlnng, und lur die zalilrejch^ 
Decrete, welche dorch sie za Stande gebracht 
worden sollen. Sie verdient daher die son^- 
faltigste Beacbtuug. Zor geschicbtlichen 
Orientirung mag nur in der Korze erwahnt 
werden, dass fur die aUgemeinen Concilien 
der alt<-n Kirche im ersten Jahrtnosend eiiia 
bestimmte Gk>scbaftsordnung nicht existiiie. 
Nur fiir romiscbe und spaniacbe Provincial- 
Concilien gab es ein litnrgischea Cercmo- 
nicU.^ Alles wurde in vollcr Yeraamraluog 
vorgetragen ; jeder Biscbof konnte Antrage 
stellen, wolclie er wollte, und die PnUi<lentc^ 
die weltlicbon so wohl. welche die Kaiaer 
sandten, als die geistlicben, sorgten for 
Ordnung und leiteten die VerhandlungeQ in 
einfachster Weise. Die grossen ConciUen 
zu Konstanz und Ba«el machten idch eine 
eiirene Ordnung. da die Theiluug und Ab- 
stimmung nacb Nntiuneneingefuhrt warden. 
In Trient wurde diese Eiiiricbtang wittier 
verlassen, a\>eT die Legaten, welche pra^i- 
dirten, vereinbarten die Gescbaftsordnung 
mit don Bi!>ciiofen, der Oirdinul de Monto 
lioss dnrUlier abbtimmen, und alle, geneh- 
niigtcn sie.* Von keiner Seite erfdigte ein 
Widerspruch. So Ut denn die hentige 
romiHche Synode die erste in der Goschichte 
der Kirche. in welcber den versaramelten 
Vatem obne jede Theilnahrae von ibrer Seite 
die Pmcedur vorg^schrieben worden ist 
Das erste Regcilamenfo erwies sich so hem- 
mend und unpraktisch, dass wiederholte 
Gehuche um Al»inderung und Geutattnng 
freierer Bewe^ng von verschiedenen Frac- 
tionen dcs Episkopats an den Papst ^richtet 
wnrden. Dies war vergeblich; aber nadi 
drittbalb Monaten fanden die fiinf Legaten 
endlicii 'sellier, dass, wenn das Concil nicht 
ins Stocken gerathen solle, eine Aenderung 
und Ergiinzung dringend nothwendig seL 
Auf die Petitionon der Bischofe iat indesi 
in der ncuen Einrichtung keine Riioksicht 
dabt-i genommen worden. 

Zwt i Ziige treten darin vor allem hervor. 
Einmal ist alle Macht undaller Einfluss auf 
den Gang des Concils in die Hande der 
pra^sidirenden Legnten und der Depntationea 
gelegt, so dass das Concil selbst ihnen gegen- 
iiber maobtlos und willenlos ersdieint. 
So<lann sollen die gewicbtigsten Fragen des 
Glaubons und der Lehre durch einfache 

^ Au^genommen von Psendoinidor, und abgedrndct 
bei Mansl, Cone. Coll. I. 10. 

« Tie Plat, Monumenta, HI. 418 : •• Dtcunt Tvttn, 
utrum hie modns prooedendi eis plioeat.** Worauf 
abcrebtimmt wurde. 
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Mehrheit der Kopfzalil, dnrch Aafittelien 
und Sitzenhlcibon, entschieden werden. 

Man hat bckaimtlich, in den zwei Jahren, 
'wolche dor Eroffnung dea Concila vorherge- 
gnn*>en, cine Menge von Abhnndlungen mit 
diizu gchorigen D^reten und Canones ausar- 
beiten lassen; dieee soUen nun von dem 
Concil augonominen und dnnn voni Papst 
** approbaiite Concilio" als Gesetze, als 
I^hr- und Gluubeniinormen fur die gunze 
katlioliaclie Cbristenheit verkiindigt warden. 
Es Bind im giinzen cinundfunfzig soloher 
Schemate, von welehen bis jetzt erst funf 
dick'utirt bind. 

Das Verfiihren Welches bei der Berathung 
und Abstiuimuug stattfinden soil, ist nun 
fo]&;ondes : 

1. Das Scliema wird mchrere (zehn) Tage 
vor der Berathunt; den Vatem des Concils 
ausgetheilt, wclcho dann is«hriftliche Erin- 
nerungen, AussUllimgen, Verbesaerungsan- 
trage maohen komien. 

2. In di(?s«m Fall mUssen sie sogleich eine 
n( ue Forinel oder Fasbung des betreffenden 
Artikels statt d( s von ibnen beunfitandeteu 
iti Vorscblng brin«;«n. 

3. Solclie Antrago werden durch den 
Seeretar der einschlagigeii Depufati^m (es 
Bind deren vier) ubergeU^n, welche dann 
naeh ihrctn Ermesscn davon Gebrauch 
niacht, ind(>m sio das Schema, wenn sie es 
fiir zweekmasaig halt, nfurmirt und dann in 
rinein, aber nur summarUrh gchaltenen, 
Berichte dem Coneil von den gestelltcn 
Antra«;en eine Notiz gibt 

4. Die Prasiilenten konn^n jedes Schema 
entweder bless im Ganztm oder auch in Ab- 
schnitte gethtilt der Berathung unter- 
stellen. 

5. Bei der Berathung konnen die Prabi- 
dentcn jeden Redner unterbrechen, weun 
es ihnen seheint, dass er nicht bei der Sache 
blcibo. 

6. Die Bisohofe der Deputationen koniien 
injedem Moment dits Wort ergreifen, um den 
Bischofi'n, welche den Worthtut des Schema 
bcAnstanden, zu erwieilem. 

7. Zehn Vatirrreichen hin,um denSohluss 
der Discussion zu beantragen, woriiber dnnn 
mit einfacher Mehrheit durch Aufstehen 
oder Sitzcnbltriben entschieden wird. 

8. Bei der Abstimmung iiber die (inzel- 
nen Thiile des Schema wird zuerest fiber 
die vorgesi-hbigenen Verandt-rungeu, dann 
iiber den von di-r Deputation vorgelegten 
Text durch Aufstehtn oder Sitzenbleiben 
abge.otimmt, so duss die tiufuche Mehrheit 
cntscheidet. 

9. Hierauf wird iiber das ganze Schema 
mit Namensaufruf abgestimnjt, wobei jeder 
der Vater init plaod oder non placet ant- 



wortet Ob auch hit-r die blosse Mehrheit 
der Kopfzahl entscheiden solle, ist nicht 
angrgeben. Es scheint aber nach der 
Analogie bjaht werden zu mfiiisen, denn 
das ganze Schema ibt ja doch nur wieder 
ein Stiick oder Theil von einem grossem 
Ganzen, und es liegt durchaus kein Gruud 
vor, mit dem grossem Stiick anders zu 
verfahren als mil dem kleinem. Wtirde das 
Prinoip der schlechthinigen Mehrheit hier 
verla«sei), so wiirden wohl gerade die vnch- 
tigom, tiefer eiuschneidenden, Schemate ver- 
loren geben. 

Man sieht nun wohl, dass einige parla- 
mentarische Formen in diese Geschafts- 
ordnung heriibergenommen sind. Aber 
wenn in politibchen Versammlungen gewisse 
den hier gegebt^nen ahidiche Einrichtungen 
bestelien, so soUen sie gewohnlich zum 
Schutze der Minderheit gegen Majorisirung 
diencn, wahrend sie hier umgekehrt zu dem 
Zwecke gegcben zu sein soheinen, die BTehr- 
heit noch miichtiger und unwiderstehlich zu 
machen, wie sich dies besonders in dem ihr 
eingeiuumten Recbte zeigt, die Discussion, 
Lobald es ihr gefallt, abzuschneidcn und 
also der Minderheit das Wort zu entziehcn ; 
dies wird um so peinlioher wirken, als 
lekanntlich auch die Mogiichkoit, sich in 
gedruckten Gutachten oder Aufklarungen 
den iibrigen Mitglie<lem des Concils mit- 
zatheilen, weder fUr einzclne noch fUr ganze 
Gruppen von Bischofen ge^eben ist 

In politischen Vernammlungen konnen 
Beschiibse gefasst, selbst Ge*etze gegeben 
werden durch einfache Mehrheit, da keine 
der folgenden Parlamente oder Kammeru 
durch die Beschliisse und Gesetze der 
friihem gobunden ist. Jede kann zu jeder 
Zeit eine Satzung ihrer Yorgangerinnen 
andem oder abrog^rcn. Aber die dogma- 
tischen Bchohliisse eines Concils soUen, 
wenn es wirklich ein okumenisohes ist, fur 
ftlle Zeiten unantastbar und unwiderrutiich 
geltcn. 

Vorau&'iclitlich wird bei den nun folgen- 
den Abstimmungcn die Mehrheit dieses 
Concils nicht etwa eine fliisi>ige, auf- und 
abwogende sein, sie wird nicht wechseln 
mit den zu fassenden Beschliis)$en, sondem 
sie wird sich, mit geringen Sohwankungen 
der Z ihl, in ihrer Zusammensetzung we^jnt- 
lich gk'ich bleiben. Denn es ist bekannt, 
dass die Theilung der Bischofe in eine Mehr- 
heit und eine Minderheit sich ghich von 
Anfang an schon bei der Wahl der Deputa- 
tionen, und ehe nr>ch eine i inzige Abstim- 
mung stattgcfunden, scharf und entschie- 
den heraus^^tellt hat. So musbto es 
kommen, weil in der Frage von der papst- 
lichen Unfehlbarkeit bich alsbald ein duroh- 
Y 2 
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greifendor nnd principieller Gegensatz 
ergab, und man sofort erkannte, dass diese 
Frage die Hauptangelegenheit der Ver- 
sammlunt; bilde, und uUe andem von ihr 
beherrbcht wurden. Eg steht zu erwarten, 
dass die Anhanger der Unfeiilbarkeits- 
theorie die Vorlagen, sowie aie aus den 
£Dan(len der Deputationen hervorgehen, 
auch unbedenklich votiren werden; denn 
fiir sie ist ganz folgerichtig alles mass- 
gebend, was vom romischen Stnble ausgeVt, 
und dafor ist ausreichend gesorgt. dass in 
den Deputationen, web'ben jetzt iiber a lie 
auf die Verbesserung der B<-hemate beziig- 
lichen Antrage die umfassendste und iiinp- 
pellable Gewalt ilbertragen ist, nur eine 
Ansicbt sioh geltend macben kann. Kin 
Blick auf das Personal der wichtigsten 
Deputation, 'Sle fide/' geniii^t. Vor nllem 
findet sicb da der RGiner Cardoni, der 
sohon in der Vorbercitungd-Commission das 
Dogma der papstlichen Unfeblbarkeit in 
einer eigenen Denkscbrift empfoblen und in 
seiner Commission hat nnuehmen lassen. 
Neben ihm der Jesuit Steins, sodann die 
beredten Namen Dechamps von Meuheln, 
Spalding von Baltimore, rie von Poitiers, 
Ledocbowski, Has^un der Armenier, de 
Preux von Bitten, von Deutschon lilartin, 
Senestrey, Gasser von Brixen, zwei Spanier, 
drei Siidamerikaner, drei Italiener, ein 
Irl'ander, endlich Simor Regnier und Sbarp- 
man. 

Seit 1800 Jabren bat cs in der Kircbe als 
Grundsatz gegolten, dass Decrete iiber den 
Glaubcn und die Lebre nur mit einer 
wenigstens moralisobon Stirameneinbellig- 
keit votirt werden soUton. Dieser Grundsatz 
steht mit dem ganzon System der katho- 
lischcn Kircbe im eugstcn Zusammenbang. 
Es ist kein Beispiel eines Dogma bekannt. 
Welches durcb eine einfache Stimmenmebr- 
heit uiiter dem Widerspruebe einer Minder- 
heit beschlcssen und darauf bin eingcfuhrt 
worden ware. 

Um dies klar zu macben, muss ich mir 
Raum fur eine kurze tlieologische, aber 
boffentlicb allgemein verstandlicbe, Eiorte- 
rung erbitten. 

Die Kircbe hat ein ihr von Anfang on 
tibergebenes Depositum geoffenbarter I^bre 
zu bewabren und zu verwalten.* Sie emp- 
fangt keine neuen Offonbarungen, und sie 
macht keine neuen Glaubensartikel. Und 
wie mit der Kircbe selbst, so ist es auch 

1 Die Theologie hat 8{ch in dor Kntwicklung dieser 
Fragen anffeaclilostten an die allicemein als classisch 
und vUllig correct angenommene Scbrift dea Vincentius 
von LeriD(>, daa Cbmmonttorit/m, das schon um das 
Jahr 434 erschien. Auf diese bczkhe Ich mich dahcr 
in dem folgenden. 



mit dem allgemeinen Concil.* Daa Omril 
ist die Beprasentation, die Zusammenfas- 
sung der gaiizen Kircbe ; die Bischofe auf 
demselben sind die Gesandten und Ge- 
scbafUtrairer aller Kirchen der katholischen 
Welt : sie haben im Namen der Gesaiiimt- 
beit zu erkl'aren, was diese Geaammtheit 
der Gl'aulagen iiber eine religiose Frage 
denkt und glaubt, was sie hIs Ueberliefemng 
empfangeii hat. Sie sind also als Procura- 
toren anzusehen, welche die ihnen gegebene 
Vollmacbt durchaus nicht ubersohreiten 
diirfen.' Tbaten sie es, so wiirde die 
Kirche, deren Vertreter sie aind, die von 
ihnen aufgestellie L.ehre und Definition 
nicht bestatigen, vielmehr als etwas ihrem 
glaubigen Bewu^jstc^ein fremdes zunk*k- 
weison. 

Di(^ Bischofe auf dem Concil sind also 
vor allcm Zeitgen , sie sagen aus und oonsta- 
tiren, wus sie und ibre Gtomeinden als 
Glaubenslehre empfangen und bisher be- 
kannt haben ; sie sind aber auch Biehier, 
nur dass ibre richterliohe G^widt fiber den 
Glauben nicht iiber den Bereich ihres Zeu- 
genthums liinausgehen darf, vielmehr durch 
dieses fortwabrend bedingt und uroschrleben 
ist. Als Riohter haben sie das Gesetz 
(die Glaubenslehre) nicht erst zu machen, 

1 So safft der BIschof Fisher von Rochester, der far 
den Primat des Papstes sein Leben opferte. In Kiner 
Streitfichrift gegen Luther (JOp^ra^ ed. WircebuTg, 1597, 
p. 692), mit Bcrufung auf den gleichen Au^spmch 
des Duns Scotus : " In eorum " (de$ Ooncils mit dem 
Papete) *' arbitrio non est sitam, ut quioquam tale vel 
non tale faciant, sed spiritu potius veritatis edocti, id 

3uod revera pridem de substantia fidci fuerat Jam 
eclarant, esse de substantia fideL" Uud der Minorit 
Davcnfiort, Systema Jidei, p. 140: ** Secundum reoep- 
tam. tarn veterum, quam modemorum doctorum sen- 
tentlam eccIeHia nou potest agere ultra rcvelAtiones 
antiquas, nihil potest bodie declarari de flde, quod noo 
habet talem ideiititatem cuni prius revelatin . . . Unde 
semper docet Scotus: Quod lUae oonclu>ioneA solum 
poviunt Inralliblliter declarari et deterraina*i p^ ^c- 
clesiam, quae sunt necestario inclutae in artieuIU 
ereditig. 81 Igitur per accidens coi^anguntur, vel si 
solum probubiliter sequuntur ex artlculis, fldem non 
attinj;t'iit p«r quascumque determtnationets quia Con* 
cilia non possunt identlficare, quae sunt ex objecto 
di versa, nee nccesaario inferre ea, quae solum apparent 
ter, sou prubabiliter sunt inclusa in artlculis creditls. ' 
3 "Concilium non est ipMunet eoclesia, sed ipeam 
tantiim rcpracsentat ; ... id est episoopi ilU qui con- 
cilio adsuut, legati mtttuntur ab omnibus omniom 
gentium catholicarum eccleslis, qui, ex mnnine toUus 
universitati«, declarent, quid ipsa univereitas sentiat 
et quid traditum acoeperit. Itaque ejusmodi legati 
omnium ecclesiarnm sant veluti procurators, quibus 
nefas esset procurationem sibi creditam tantiUnra ex- 
ceilere. Unde constat, quod si quingenti epiacopi, ut 
Tid«'re est in excmplis Ariminensis, et Ooostantino- 
politanae contra Imagines coactae synod i, suam de fkie 
communi declaranda procurationem iantiUum exoede> 
rent, universa eccle>ia, ci:^vis sunt tantummodo procu- 
ratoros et simplex repraeseniatio, definitionem flK-tatm 
ab illi.4 ratain non haberet, imo repudiaret." — OSuwrs 
de Frnelon, Versailies, 1820. li. 361. 
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Bondem nur zn interpretircn mid anzu- 
wenden. 8ie stehen unter dem otfent- 
lichf^n Bechte der Kirohe, an welchem sie 
nielits zu andern vermogen. Bie ubiii ilir 
Richteramt, erHUms : indein sie die von ihnen 
abgelogten Zongnisse unter einander prii- 
fen und vergleiolien und deren Tragwoite 
erwagon; zweitens, indem si^ nach gewia- 
RonhaftfT Priifiing : ob an einer Lehre die 
drei unentbehrlichen Bedingungen der 
Universalitat, der Perpetuit^t und des 
Consensus (*' ubique, semper, ab omnibus ") 
zutreifcn, ob also die Lenre als die allgi- 
nieine Lehre der ganzen Kirche, als wirk- 
lii^her Bestandtheil des gottlioben Deposi- 
turns, alien gozeigt und ibr Bekcnntniss 
jedem Christen aufttrlcgt werden konno.* 
ihre Priit'ung hat sich demuach sowohl 
iiber die Vergangenbeit als die Gegenwurt 
zu erdtrecken. So ist von dem Amte der 
BischotV* nuf Concilien jede Willkur, jedes 
bic)s8 stibjective Gutdiinken ausgeschiossen. 
Ks wUrde da frovelbatt und vcrderblich 
sein, denn da die Kircbe keino neuen OfTen- 
baningen c'mpran<;t,keine neuen Glaubensar- 
tikel inacbr, so kann und darf auch ein 
Concil die Sulwtrtuz d« s Glaubens niobt 
andcm, nichts davon wrj2:nebmen und 
nicbts hinzufugen. Ein Concilium macht 
al^ dogmatischu Decrote nur iil)cr Dinge, 
wt'lcho schon in dir Kirolio, als durcli 
Schritt und Tradition bczcugt, allgemein 
geglaubt wurden,' oder welcbe als evidente 



» So der Jesuit Bagot in seiner Institutio Theofogica 
de vara Rdiffitme, Paris, 1645, p. 395: ** Oniversitas 
sine duaba:} alii», niminim antiquitate ct conaeohlone 
sure non potent. Quod autem triplici Ilia prob itioii« 
cunflrmatiu-, eKt baud dubie eccle^iasticum et catholi- 
cuni. Quod si universitatia duU deficit et nova aliqua 
qtiacttio exoritur, novaque oontagio ecclasiam romm*- 
culare indpit, tunc bac universitate pracflentium ec- 
clcsiamm defideuie rtcurrendum est ad antiquiutem. 
Notat enim Vincent, puase allquam baereBeus cont«- 
giuiiem oocupare multas eccle«iaa, dcut constat de 
Ariana; adeo ut aliquaii*<o plurea ecclesiae et t^piscopi 
diverearum nationum Ari^ini quam CatboLici reperiren- 
tur. Kt quantunivia ductrina aliqua Utittime patcat, 
ai tamen novam eaoe constat, baud duble erronea est. 
nee enim est apostolica, nee per suooessionem et tra- 
diUoiicm ad nus usque pervenit. l>eindt\ ut notat 
Id-m Vincentius, antiquitji;) non poie^it Jam scdud. 
Verum enimviT.* quia vi iptte error antiqiius es^e 
potest : Idclrco cum consuUtur veiustas, in ea quaerenda 
est coiisensio." 

« So Vincentlus: " Hoc temper nee <iuidqitam aliud 
Condliorum decretis catbolica perfecit ecclesia, nisi ut 
quod a m.\JuribuH soU tnulitiune snnceperat, boc deinde 
pusteris per scripturae cbirographum consignaret."— 
(\tmmoHit. cap. 3*i. I>er I'ridenttniiicbe Tbeologe 
VeKa, ap. Daven/^trt, p. 9: "Concilia generalia boc 
tantum habont, ut vent^itos Jam alias, vel In 8eip«i», 
vel in 6U'» principits a Deo, ecclestiae vel SS. Patrtbus 
revolataM vel |>er bcrlpturat vel trudltionem piopbe- 
tarum et apt«tolorum turn dccUrent, turn ronflrment et 
sua auctoritate clar^i et apertas et absque ulla ambigui- 
tat«nb onmibus Cuthulicis tenendaa tradant. Addit: 
vt ad hoc dlt-o : Pr.it»tcutla Spiritus sancti iUa<trantur. 



und klare Folgerungen in den bereits ge- 
glaubten und gelebrten Grundsatzcn ent- 
halten sind. Wenn abor eine Meinung 
Juhrhunderte lang BieU auf Widerspruch 
^estossen und uiit alien tbeologischen 
Waffen bestritten worden, also stets min- 
destens umdcher gewesen Ut, so kann sie 
nie, auch durch ein Concilium nicbt, zur 
Gewissheit, das beisst zur Dignitat einer 
guttlicli geoffenbarten Lehre, erhobon wer- 
den. Daher der gcwohnliche Ruf der Vater 
auf den Concilien nacb der Annahme und 
Vcrstandigung eines dogmatischen Decrets : 
** baec fides Patrum." 

Soil also z. B. an die Stelle der fr&her 
geglaubten und gelebrten Irrthumsfreibeit 
der ganzen Kirche die Unfehlbarkcit eines 
Einzigen gesetzt werden, so ist das keine 
Entwicklung, keino Explication des vorher 
implicit Geglaubten, keine mit logischer Fol- 
gerichtigkeit sich ergebcnde Conseqnenz, 
sondem einfach das gerado Gegentheil der 
friiheren Lehre, die damit auf den Kopf 
ge&tellt wiirde. Gerade wie es im politischen 
Lfben keiuc Fortbildung oder Entwicklung, 
sondern einfach ein Umsturz, eine Revolu- 
tion ware, weim ein bisher freies Gemein- 
wcsen plotzlich unter das Jocb eines absolut 
herrschcnden Monarchen gvbracht wiirde. 

Die Zeit, in welcber ein okumenisches 
Condi iiber den Glauben der Chrislen 
be;'ath, ist alao stcts eine Zeit der lebbaf- 
testen Erwockung des religiojen BewuhSt- 
seins, eine Zeit der abzulegenden Zeugnisse 
und der offenen Hrkfaruiigen fur alle treuen 
Sohne der Kirche, Geistliche wie Luien, 
gewesen. Man glaubto, wie die Greschichte 
dor Kirche beweist, allgemein, da^s man 
gerade durch solche Kundgebungen dem 
Concil seine Aufgabe erlcichtere, und nicht 
die Vater dadurch store oder hemmu. Zeug- 
nisd ablegen, Wiinsche aussprechen, auf die 
Bediirfuisso der Kirehe hinweisen, kanu 
und darf jedcr, auch der Laio.^ 

primo ut infallibiles doclarent veritatcs ecclesiae reve- 
Ltus et eecundu, ut ad terminand.! duUa in eociesia 
suborta, extirpando^que errore* et abu»u8 tnfallibiliter 
etiam ex revelatis colligant populo Christiano credenda 
ct uaurpanda in fide et moribus." 

*■ So sagt der Cardinal Reginald Pole, einer der 
PriUiilenten des Tridentlnischen Concils, in selnem 
Bucbe. De amedio, 156'i, fol. 11 : ** Fatet quidem locos 
oiiinibus et singulis exponendi, si quid vel sibi vel 
eccle>iae opus eiuie ccni>eant, sed decemendi non om- 
nibus patet, verum iin tantum, quibus rectionem anl- 
marum ipse aniens pastor et rector dedit.** Papsi 
Nikolaoii 1. bemerkt dass die Kaiser an den Ooodlieii 
tbeilgenommen baben, wenn vom (Jlauben gebandelt 
Horden sei. " Ublnam legistls, imperatores anteces- 
sores vestros synodallbus conventibus interfub»e ? niti 
forsitan in quibus de fide tractatuin e»t, quae univeni- 
tatis e»t, quae onmium communis e&t, qu.ie non solom 
ad dericos. veruni etiam ad I^aicos et ad omnes umnino 
pertinet Cbribtianua." Diese Stelle fand aucb in 
Grat'ans Uocrct An'mbn^c 
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Oanz besonders wenn es sioh um die 
EinfuhruDg eines neuen Dogma handelt, 
welches etwa, von einer Seite her gefordert, 
deni Bewusstsein der Glaubigen fremd ibt 
iind ilinen als eine Neuerung em-heint, 
dann ist der sich erliebende Protest der 
Laien ein ebenso gerechter nis nothwen- 
diger, und unvermeidliches Zcugniss der 
Anhanglichkeit an den ilinen iiberlieferten 
Glttuben, und sie erfullen damit eine Pflicht 
gegen die Kirche. 

Auf dem Concil selbst aber beweist der 
Widerspruch, den eine Anzahl der Bischofe 
ge(;en eine als Dogma zu verkiiudende 
Meinung erhebt, dass in den von ihuen 
reprasentirten Tiieilkirehen diese Meinung 
ni«-ht fur wahr, nicht fiir gottUch geottenbart 
gehalten worden ist, und auch jetzt nicht 
dafiir gehalten wird. Damit ist aber schon 
entsohieden, dass dieeer Lehre odcr Mei- 
nung die (Irei wesentlichen Erfordemisse 
der Universolifat, der Perpetuitat und des 
Gonsi-nsus abgchen, dasH sie also auch nicht 
der ganzun Kirche als gottliche Offenbarung 
aufgcdrungen werden diirf. 

Darum hat man es in der Kirche stets 
fUr nothwcndig erachtet, dass, sobald eine 
nur einijrermassen betrachtlicho Anzahl von 
Bischofen einem von der Mehrheit etwa 
Torgeschlagenon oder beabsichtigtcn Decret 
widersnrach, dieses Decrtt beiseite gelegt 
ward, die Definition unterblieb. Die wahr- 
hafte Katholicitat einer Lehre soil evident 
und unzweifelhaft scin ; sie ist es aber 
nicht, sobald das Zeu^niss wenn auch einer 
Minderzahl den Beweis liefert, duss ganze 
Abtheilungen der Kirche diese Lehre nicht 
glauben und nicht bekennen. 

Darum war bei jc<lem Concil die Haupt- 
frage : *'8ind die Glauben sdecrete von 
alien Mitgliedem genehmigt worden ? " 
Sogleich auf dem ersten allgemeinen Concil 
zu Nicaa, wo unter 318 Bischofen zuletzt 
nur zwei sich der Unterschrift weigtrten. 
Zu Ohalcedon zogt-rte man so lange mit den 
Entscheidungen, Hess sich immer wie<ler 
auf neue Erorterungen eiu, hU endlich alle 
Bedenken, welche besonders die illyrischen 
und die pal'astinensischen Bischofe gegen dus 
Schreiben Leo's anfanglich hegten, gehoben 
waren. Noch ehe Kaiser Miirciau die Synode 
entlie.'«8, drang er auf eine Erkl'arung : nb 
wirklich alle Bisc' tife (ts waren iiber 600) 
der Glaubensdefinition zustinmiten, was 
denn auch alle bereitwilligst bejahien, und 
worauf Papst Leo selbst Gott clankte, dass 
sein Schreiben "naeh nllen Zweifeln und 
Bedenken doch endlich durch die unwider- 
legliche Zustimmung des gesammten Epis- 
kopats" bestiitigt worden sei. So ver- 
sicherten auch auf dem sechsten allgemeinm 



Concil die Bischofe auf die Fnge dee 
Kauiers : dass die dogmatiache Entsehci- 
dung unier Zustimmung aller anfTOsteOt 
worden sei. Daaselbe geschah mu dem 
sielienten im Jahr 787. Und wiedenmi 
meldete Karl der Groaae von dem Coucil za 
Frankfort 794 den spanischen Bischofen: 
alles tiei geschehen, ^quateniu Sancta 
omnium unanimitas decemeret,'* etc. 

lu Trient gab Papst Pica IV den Le- 
gaten die Weisung ; niihts entaoheideii xa 
lai>8en, was nicht alien Vatem genehm seL 
Einer der dort befindlichen Theologen, 
Payva de Andrada, beriektet : mehrmali 
babe man ein Dt^ret Wochen, M<»iate lang 
unentschieden gelassen, weil einige wenige 
Bischofe widerstrebten oder Bedenken aos- 
serten ; erst dann, wenn endlich naeh langen 
und sorgfaltigen Berathungen Einstimiiiig- 
keit der Vater erzielt worden, habo man das 
Decret publicirt. Payva fuhrt mehroe 
Bcispiele davon an.* Und Bossuei bemerkt 
iiber die Vorschrifk Pius IV : dies sei eine 
treffliche Kegel, um das Wahre vom Zwei- 
felhaften zu scheiden. 

Alle Theologen machen es zor Bedingong 
der Oekumenicitiit eine:< Concils, dass vollige 
Freiheit auf dem:^elben berrsche. Freilicdt 
des Redens, Freiheit des SUmmens. Nie- 
mand, sagt Toumely, darf zuruekgewiesen 
werden, dor gehort werden will. Nicht 
bl'tss physischer Zwang wiirde die Be- 
schliisse eines Concils kraftlos und werthlos 
machen. Die Freiheit, diese Lebenslnfl 
eines wahren Concils, wird auch durch diu 
gar mannigfaltigen Formen, in dcnen mo- 
ralischcr Zwang eintritt, oder der Mensch 
sich willig knechten lasst (z. B. durch die 
versehiedenen Arten der Simonie), zerstort. 
und die Legitimitat des Concils dadurch 
aufgeholien. Toumely nennt als die anf 
S\ noden wirksamen und die conciliarische 
Freiheit aufhebenden Leidenschaften 
Furcht, Stellengier, Geldgeiz und Hab- 
sucht.* 

Als der grosse Abfall zu Seleucia und 
Rimini gleichzeitig stattfand, als an sechs- 
hundert Bischofe das gemeinsamo Bekennt- 
11186 verl'augneten und preisgaben, da war 
es '* Gelstesschwiiche und Scheu vor einer 
miihseligen Reise " (** partim imbecillitate 

> Defifmio Fidei THdent'twe, f. lY: "Cuxn qnin- 
dedm lere aut viginti dubitare ae aiobant, ne vero 
quicquam praeter Omdlionim vetu>tum morpon con- 
cluderetur, hunim pauounim dubltaUu plurimomm 
impctum retardavit, atque effecii, ut res in aliam ae^ 
sionom dilata, umnium fere calculi^ tandem deflnire- 
tur." Man vergletche dort das Weitere. Man nithU 
dafti zu Trient die Ueberaeugung herrachte, e» ma»« 
alles in der Weise der alien Cundlien behandelt und 
entHchieden, wenigbtens die weaentlicbe Form dereel- 
ben belbehalten werden. 

» De JSbeUsia, 1. 364. 
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ingenii, partim taedio peregrinationiB evic- 
ti. Snip. Sever. 2, 43), was sie uberwand. 

Die blosse Thatsache einer wenn auch 
noch so zahlreichen, bischoflichcn Verenmm- 
lung ut also noch lange kein Bewcid der wirk- 
lichen Oekumenicitat eincs Concils; oder, 
wie die Theologen, z. B. Toumely, feich 
ausdriicken, es kann 'wohl okumcnisch der 
Berufung nnch sein, ob es dies aber aucii 
dem Verlauf und Ausgang nach sei, dariiber 
kann das Concii selbst nicht entscheiden, 
kaun nicht sclber sich Zeug^i^s gebeii ; da 
muss erst die doch auch noch iioer jedem 
Concii stehende Autoritat, oder das Zeug* 
niss der ganzen Kirche, als entscheidend 
und bestatigend hinzutreteii. Die Con- 
cilien als solclie liaben keine Verheissung — 
auch in den gewohnlich angefiihrten Worten 
dea Herm von den *• zwei oder drei " kommt 
el;en alles auf das '* in seinem Namen Ver- 
sanimeltsein " an, und dies enth'alt, wie 
alle Theologen annehmen, mebrere Bedin- 
gungen, die z. B. I'oumely auffuhrt.^ Aber 
die Kirche hat die Verheissungen, und sie 
muss erst sich iiberzeugen, oder die Gewiss- 
heit bcsitzen, dass physiscber oder mora- 
lischer Zwang. Furcht, Leidenschaften, Ver- 
fuhrungskiinste — Dinge wie sie zu Kimini 
und noch gar oft gewirkt liaben — nicht auf 
dem Concii ubermachtig geworden siud, 
dass also die waLre Freiheit dort gelierrscht 
habe. In dicscm Sinn sagt Boissuet von 
einem okumenischcn Concii : der Bischofe 
auf dcmselben niiisBten so viele und aus so 
verschiedenen Landem, und die Zuttimmung 
der iibrigen to evident tein, dass man klaj 
sehe, es sei niohts anderes da geschehen, 
als dass die Ansicht der ganzen Welt 

1 Quaeres : qoibufi oondltlonibus promlsit Cbristus se 
oondlibi adfaturum? Recp. lata generall: Si in 
nomine suo congreKata fuerint ; hoc e«t servata hufTm- 

eomm llbert&te ; invocato coelctti auxilio; udlilbita 
iroana indu»trla et dillgcntia in conquirenda veritate. 
. . . Delia scilket, qui omnia suaviter di>-ponlt ac 
moderatur, via aur ernaturali aperta et manifebta non 
adei^ conclliia, aed occulta 8pii1tu« Kubminiatratione 
(Deua) permittit, epi&copoa omnibiia bumanae inflr- 
mltatto periculla sul^acere et aliquando suaumbere : 
neque cnim unquam promlsit, ae a condlils ^uamodi 
pericula oerto temper propulaatarum ; aod hoc unum, 
ae lis semper adfutnrum, qui in tno nomine congrega- 
Tt-ntur. Congrt^arl autem in suo nomine cen&entur, 
quotiea eaa obserrant Icgea et conditlones, quas voluit 
observari. I'ouraely, Iraeltet tones theolcgicae de Deo 
et divini* aUnbutUt 1. 165. Toumelv lilhrt denaelben 
Gedanken in seinen Fitulectume^ ihtolo,icae de tcclesia 
C%nt<», 1. 384, noch weiter aus: "(Deuh) eplscopoe 
permittit omnibus bumanae infirmitatia pcriculisob- 
noxiofl esse, metus scilicet, ambitionb*, avaritiao, cupl- 
d.Utia," &c. 



zu.«ammengetragen wordcn.' Sollte sich 
also zeigen, dns8 auf dem Concii keineswegs 
'' die Aubicht der gnnzen katholischen Welt 
zusammengetragen" worden, dass vielmehr 
Melirheitsbeschliist'e gefasst worden seien, 
welclie mit dem Glauben eines betracht- 
lichen Theils der Kirche im Widerspnich 
stehen, dann wiirden gewiss in der katlio- 
lischen Welt die Fiagen aufgeworfen 
werden: Haben un&ere Bischofe richtig 
Zeugniss gegeben von dem Glauben ihrer 
Diocesen ? und wenn nicht, sind sie wahr- 
haft frei geweeen? Oder wie kommt es, 
dass ihr i^ugniss nicht beachtet worden 
ist? dass bie majorisirt worden sind? Von 
den Antworten, die auf diese Fragen ertheilt 
werden, werden dann die femeren Ereig- 
nisse in der Kirche bedingt sein. Und 
darum ist auch in der ganzen Kirche die 
vollste Publicitat stets als zu einem Concii 
gehorig gewahrt worden; denn es liegt 
der gesammten christliclien Welt hochlich 
daran, nicht niir zu wissen, dass etwas dort 
beschla'isen wird, soudem auch zu wissen, 
tcie es beschlossen wird. An diesem Wie 
h'angt zuletzt alles, wie die denkwiirdigen 
Jahre 359, 449, 754 u. s. w. beweisen. Auf 
das Concii von Trient hatte man sich bezttg- 
lich des zwangsweise auferlegten Schwei- 
gcns nicht berufen soUen; denn erstens 
wurdc dort bloss eine Mahnung gegeben, 
und zwcitens betraf die Erinuerung nur die 
Bekanntmachung von Entwiirfen, welche, 
was heutzntage bei dem Stand der Presse 
nicht mehr moglich ware, damals in der 
Feme mit wirklichen Decreten verwechselt 
wurden. 



Den 9 Marz 1870. 



I. V. DOLLIIVGEB. 



1 '* £t que les autrea consentent si evidemment k 
Icur aasemblee, qu'il sera clair, qu'on n'y alt fait 
qu'apporter le sentiment de touta laterre." KBittoirede 
Vartations, I. 15, n. lOOO.") Und darum ford^rl der 
Papst GelasiuB zu einer "bene geata sy nodus" nicht 
nur, daaa ale nach Schrift und Tradition und nach den 
kirchllchen Kegeln Ihre Entachcidungen gefasst habe, 
Bondem auch, daM sie von der ganzen Kirche «nge- 
nommen sei : ** quam cuncta recepit ecclesia " (Epist. 
13 bel Lal.be, ConcU, Iv.. 1200 und 1203). Und Nicole 
bcmerkt gegen die Calyinlbten : " lis ont une marqiie 
evidente que le Concile qui se dit Univen«l doit hte 
re^u pour tel. dans I'acceptatlon qu'en fait rKgllae." 
(Frelendus jU/orm^ convainctu de schismet 2, 7, p. 
289.) Die Kirche gibt den ConcUien Zeugniss (nidit 
erst Autoritat), sowie sie durch ihren blbliscben Canon 
den etnzelnen BGchern der Dibel Z^uguisa gibt, wah- 
rend natHrlirh die innere Autoritat derselben nicht 
von der Xirche ausflle>6t. Sie ist auch da ** tebtla, nun 
autor fldel." 
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DOCUMENT XVin. 

PIUS EPISCOPUS 

8EBTT7S BEBYOBUM DEI 

SACRO APPROBANTE CONCILIO 

AD FERFETUAM BEI MEUORIAM. 

Dei Filius et generis human! Redemptor 
Dominus noster Jesus Christus, ad Patrem 
coelestem rediturus, cum Ecclesia sua in 
terris militante, omnibus diebud usque ad 
consummationcm saeculi fuiurum so esi^e 
jiromisit. Quare dilectae sponsae praesto 
e^st^, adtdstere docentl, oporanti benedicere, 
p^'riclitanti opem ferre nuUo unquam tem- 
pore destitit Haec vero salutaris eius provi- 
dentia, cum ex aliid beneficiis innumeris 
cmtinentor apparuit, turn iis manifestissime 
comperta eat fructibuM, qui orbi cUristiauo 
c Oonciliis CEcumenicis ao nominatim e 
Tridentino, iniquis licet temporibus cele- 
bratOf amplidsimi provenerunt. Hinc euim 
sanetissima rcligionis dogmata prcssius de- 
fiuita uberiusque expo.<)ita, errores danmati 
atquo cohibiti ; hinc ecclesiastica disciplina 
restituta finuiusque sancita, promotum in 
Clero Bcientiao et pietatis studium, parata 
adolescent ibus ad sacram militiam edu- 
candLs collegia, christian i deniquo populi 
mores tt accuratiore fidelium eruditi me et 
frequentioro sacrumentorum usu instaurati. 
Hinc practerea arctior membroruin cum 
visibili Capite comraunio, universoquc 0>r- 
l)ori Ohristi niystico additus vigor; hinc 
rcli^iosao multiplicatae familiae, aliat^ue 
christianao piutatis instituta; hinc illo 
etiam assiduus et usque ad sanguinis effu- 
sioncm couftans ardor in Christi regno late 
per orbcm propagaudo. 

Verumlanun Ijaec aliaque insignia emo- 
lumcnta, quae per ultimam maxime oecu- 
inonicani feynodum divina dementia Ecclo- 
siae largita oat, dum grato, quo par est, 
unimo recolimus; acerbum compescoro baud 
possumus dolorem ob mala gravissima, inde 
p(itis.siinum orta, quod eiusdem sacrosanctae 
Synodi apud permultos vcl auctoritas con- 
tcmpta, vol sapientissima neglecta fuere 
decreta 

Nemo enim ignorat, haereses, quas Tri- 
dentini Patres proiscripserunt, num reiecto 
diviuo Ecclesiao magisterio, res a<| reli- 
gioncm spcctantes privati cuiasvis iudicio 
I>ermitterentur, in sectas paullatim disso- 
lutas esse multiplices, quibns inter so 
dissentientibus et concertantibus, omnis 
tandem in Christum fides apud non pMucos 
labefa'^tata e^t. Itaquc ipsa sacm Bildia. 



quae antea ohristianae docttinae nnicna fans 
et index asserebantur, lam non pro divinia 
haberi, imo mythids commentiB aoceoBeri 
coeperunt 

Tum nata est et late nimis per orbem 
vagata ilia rationalisuii seu naturalismi 
doctrina, quae religioni ohristiaoae ntpote 
supematurali instituto per omnia adTeraans, 
summo studio molitur, ut Chrinto, qui aolua 
Dominus et Sal valor noster est, a tuentibus 
humanis, a vita et moribus populoram 
cxcluso, merae quod vocant ratiunis yel 
naturae regnum stabiliatur. Relicta autem 
pruiectaque Christiana religione, negato Teio 
Doo et Christo eius, prolapsa tandem est 
multorum mens in pantheism!, materialismi, 
atbeismi barathrum, ut iam ipsam rationalem 
naturam, omnemque iusti rectiqne nornjam 
negantes, ima humanae societatis fonda* 
menti diruere oonnitantur. 

Hac porro impietate circumqnaqae graa- 
sante, iufeliciter contigit, ut pluies etiam 
catholicae Ecclesiae tiliis a via verae pietatis 
abcrrarent, in iisque, diminutis paullatim 
veritatibus, sensus catholicus attenuaretur. 
Variis enim ac poregrinis dot-trinia abducti, 
naturam et ^ratiam, scientiam humanam 
et fidem divinam perperam commiscentet, 
genuinum sensum dogmatum, quern tenet 
ao docet Sancta Mater Ecclesia, depravaie, 
integritatemque et sinocritat^ ndei in 
periculum adducore comperiuntur. 

Quibus omnibus perspectis, fieri qui 
pdtest, ut non commoveantiir intima KcAe- 
siao viscera? Quemadmodum enim Deus 
vult omnes homines talvoe fieri, ct ad 
agnitionem veritatis venire ; quemadmodum 
Ohristus venit, ut salvum facerot, quod 
perierat, et filios Dei, qui erant dispersi, 
congregaret in unum, ita Ecclesia, a Deo 
populomm mater et magistra constituta: 
omnibus debitricem eo novit, ac lapeod 
erigere, labmtes sustinere, reverteutes am- 
plocti, coiifirmare bonos et ad mcliorn 
provehere parata semper et intenta est 
Quapropter nullo tempore a Dei veritate, 
qu:ie sanat omnia, testanda et praedicaiida 
quiescero potest, sibi dictum esse non 
ignorans : Spiritus mens, qui est in te, et 
verba mea, quae posui in ore tuo, non re- 
ccdent de ore tuo amodo et usque in sem- 
pit<?mum.* 

Nos ilaque, inbaerentes Praedecessonun 
Nostrorum vestigiis, pro supremo Kitstro 
Apostolico muncro veritatem catholicam 
docere ao tueri, pcrversa>quo doctrinaa 
reprobare nunquum intemu»iinus. Nunc 
autem sedentibus Nobiscum et iudicautibus 
univcrsi orbis Episcopis, in banc oecumeui- 

» U. lix. 21. 
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cam Synodum auctoritate Nnetra in Spiri^u 
8ancto congregatis, innixi Dei verbo scripto 
et trodito, prout ab Ecclesia catholica sancte 
cuBtoditum et genuine expoeitum accepimua, 
ox hac Petri Cathedr i n conspectu omnium 
salutarem Christi doctrinam profiteri et 
declarare ooiistituimus, advorsis erri>ribu8 
putestate nobis a Deo tradita proecriptis 
atque dumnatis. 

Caput I. 
De Deo rerum omnium Creatore. 

Sancta Catholica Apostolica Romana 
Ecclesia credit et oonntt'tur, unum esse 
Deum verum et vivum, Creatorem ac Do- 
minum eoeli et terrao, omnipotentem, aeter- 
num, immensum, incomprehensibilem, in- 
tcUectu ao voluntate omnique perfectione 
infinitum ; qui cum sit una singularis, 
simplex omnmo ct incommutabilis 8ul«tan- 
tia Bpiritualis, praedicandus re et essentia 
a mundo distinctus, in se et ex-beatissimus, 
et super omnia, (|uae practer ipsum simt et 
coucipi posHunt, inefifaDiliter excclsus. 

Hie solus verus Dens bonitate sua et 
omnipotcnti virtute non ad augi.'ndam suam 
bcatitudinem, nee ad acquirendam, sed ad 
maiiifestandam perfectiunem suam per bona, 
quae creaturis im[)eritur, lil>orrimo consilii) 
simul ab initio temporis utramque de niliilo 
condidit creaturam, spiritualem et corpora- 
lom, anjreli&im videlicet et muudanam, ac 
deinde humauflm quasi communem ex 
spiriiu et corpore constitutam.^ 

Univers-i vero, quae condidit, Deus pr«>- 
videntia sua tuetur atque gubemat attin- 
gcns a fine usque ad finem fortiter, et 
disponens omnia suavitcr.' Omnia enim 
nuua et aperta sunt oculis eius,* ea etiam, 
quae libera creaturarum actione futura 
suut. 

Caput II. 

De revelaiione. 

Eadem Bancta Mater Ecclesia tenet et 
docct, Deum, rcruiii omnium principium et 
fiucin, nalurali liumuuae ratiunis lumino 
e rebus creatis certo cognosci porse ; invi-i- 
bilia enim ipsius, a creutura mundi per ea 
qunc facta sunt intellecta, conspiciuntur : * 
attimen placuisse eius Fapientiae et boni- 
tati, alia, caque superuaturali via se ipsum 
ac aetema voluntatis suae decreta humano 
generi revelare, diccnte Apoetolo : Multi- 
. fariam, multitxiue modis olim Deus loc^uens 
ntatribus in Propbetis: novissimo, diebus 
istis locutus est nobis in Filio.* 

Huic divinao revelationi tribuendum 



' Cone. lAtcr. I v. c. 
2 Sii|i. vill. I. 
* Horn. i. 20. 
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» IKU. i. 1, 2. 



quidem est, nt ea, quae in rebus diviqis 
bumanae rationi per se impenria non sunt, 
in pmesenti quoque generis humani con- 
ditione ab omnibus expedite, firma certi- 
tudine et nullo admixto errore oo^osci 
poflsint. Non hao tamen de causa revelatio 
absolute nocessaria dicenda est, sed quia 
Deus ex infinita bonitate sua ordinavit 
hominem ad finem supematuralem, ad par- 
ticipanda scilicet bona divina, quae humanae 
mentis intelligentiam omnino superant; 
siquidem oculus non vidit, nee auris audivit, 
nee in oor huminis asoendit, quae praeparayit 
Deus iis, qui diligunt ilium.' 

Haec porro supematuralis revelatio, se- 
cundum universalis Ecclesiae fidem, a 
sancta Tridentiua Synodo declaratam, con- 
tinetur in libris scriptis et sine soripto 
traditionibus, quae ipsius Christi ore ab 
Apostolis aoceptae, aut ab ipeis Apostolis 
Spiritu Sancto dictante quasi per manus 
traditae, ad nos usque pervenerunt.* Qui 
quidem veteris et noYi Testamenti libri 
iutegri cum omnibus suis partibus, prout 
in eiusdem Concilii decreto recensentur, et 
in vetere vulgata latina editione habentur, 
pro sacris et canonicis suseipiendi suut. Eos 
vero Ecclesia pro sacris et canunicis habet, 
tion ideo auod sola humaiia industria concin- 
nati, sua deinde auctoritate sint approbiiti; 
nee ideo dumtaxat, quod revelationem sine 
errore contineant; sed propterea quod 
Spiritu Sancto inspirante oonscripti Deum 
habent auctorem, atque ut tales ipsi Eccle- 
siae traditi sunt 

Quoniam vero, quae sancta Tridentina 
Sy nodus de interpretatione divina e Scrip- 
turtie ad coercenda petulantia ingenia salu- 
briter decrevit, a quibusdam hominibus 
prove exponuntur, Nos, idem decretum 
renovantee, banc illius mentem esse decla- 
ramus, ut in rebus fidei et morum, ad 
aedificationem doctrinae Christianae per- 
tinentium, is pro vero sensu sacrae Scrip- 
tiuue habendus sit, quem tenuit ac tenet 
Sancta Mater Ecclesi.i, cuius est iudicare de 
vero sensu et interpretatione Scripturanun 
»mctarum : ntque ideo ncmini licere contra 
hunc sensum, aut etiam contra unanimem 
consen»um Patrum ipsam Scriptnram sacram 
interpretari. 

Caput III. 

De fide, 

Quum homo a Deo tanquam Creatore et 
Domiuo buo totun dependeat, ct ratio creata 
increatae Yeritati penitus subiecta sit, 
plenum revelanii Deo intellectus et volun- 
tatis obsequium fide pracstare tenemur. 

' a»r. li. 9. 

» Cone. Trid.. «•-». iv. I)cer. cfc Can, ScriiU. 
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Hano yero fidem, quae hmnanae salulis 
initium est, Koolesia oatholica profitetur, 
virtutem edse supernaturalem. qua, Dei 
aspirante et adiuvante gratia, ab eo revelata 
vera esse credimus, non propter intrinset^am 
rerum veritatem naturali rationis lumine 
perspectam, sed propter auctoritatem ipsius 
Dei revelantis, qui nee falli uec fallere 
potest. Est enim fides, testante Apostolo, 
sperandarum substantia rerum, argumen- 
tum non apparentinm.^ 

Ut nihilominus fidei nostrae obsequium 
rationi consentaneuin esset, voluit Deua cum 
intemis Spiritus Sancti auxiliis externa 
iungi revelationis suae argumenta, facta 
scilicet divina, atque imprimis miracula et 
propbetias, quae cum Dei omnipotentinm 
et inflnitam scientiam luculenter common- 
strent, divinae revelationis signa sunt ccr- 
tissima et omnium intelligentiae aocommo- 
data. Quare tum Moyses et Prophets e, 
tum ipse maxime Christus Dominus multa 
et manifestissima miracula et propbetias 
ediderunt: et do Apostulis legimus: II 11 
autem profecti praedioaverunt ubiquc. 
Domino cooperantc, et scrmonem confir- 
mante, sequentibus sign is.' Et rursum 
scriptum est : Habemus firmiorcm propheti- 
cum sermon em, cui bene faoitis attendentes 
quasi lucemae lucenti in caliginoso loco." 

Licet autem fidei assensus nequaquam 
sit moius animi caecus : nemo tamen evan- 
gelicae praedicationi consentire potest, sicut 
oportet ud salutcm conscquoudam, absque 
iliuminationo et inspiratione Spiritus Sancti, 
qui dat omnibus suavitatem in consentiendo 
et credendo veritati.* Quare fides ipsa in 
se, etiamsi per charitatem non operetur, 
donum Dei est, et actus eius est opus ad 
salutem pertinens, quo homo liberam prae- 
stat ipsi Deo obedientiam, gratiue eius, 
cui rcsistero posset, consentiendo et co- 
operando. 

Porro fide divina et catholica ea omnia 
credenda sxmt, quae in verbo Dei scripto 
vel tradito, continentnr, et ab Ecclesia sive 
solemni iudicio sive ordinario et univcrsali 
magisterio tamquam divinitus revelata cre- 
denda proponuntur. 

Quoniam vero sine fide impossibilo est 
placero Deo, et ad fiUorum eius consortium 
pervenire; ideo nemini imquam sine ilia 
contigit iustifieatio, nee uHuh, nisi in ea 
perseveraverit usque in finem, vitam aeter- 
nam assequetur. Ut autem officio vcram 
fidem amplectendi, in eaque constanter per- 
t«verandi satisfacere posscmus, Deus per 
Filium suum unigenitum Ecclesiam insti- 
tuit, suaeque institutionis manifestis notis 

» Heb. xl. 1. ' Marc. xvi. 20. 

» 2 l*etr. 1. 19. « SjTi. Araup. ii. can. 7. 



instrnxit, ut ea tamquam cnstos et magistra 
verbi revelati ab omnibus posset agnosci. 
Ad solam enim catholicam Ecclesiam ea 
pertinent omnia, quae ad evidentem fidei 
christianae credibilitatem tam multa et tarn 
mira divinitus sunt disposita. Quin etiam 
Ek'clesia per se ipsa, ob suam nempe admi- 
rabilem propagationem,eximi8m sanctitatem 
et inexhaustam in omnibus bonis foecundi- 
tatem^ ob catholicam unitatem, invictam- 
qae stabilitatem, magnum quoddam et 

Serpetuum .est motivum credibilitatis et 
ivinae suae legationis testimonium irre- 
fragabile. 

Quo fit, ut ipsa veluti signum levatum 
in nationes,* et ad se invitet, qui nondum 
crediderunt, et filios sues certiores faciat, 
firmissimo niti fundamento fidem, quam 
profitentur. Cm quidem testimonio efficux 
subsidium accedit ex supema virtute. 
Etenim beniguissimus Dominus et errantes 
gratia sua excitat atque adiuvat, ut ad 
agnitionem veritatis venire possint ; et eos, 
quos de tenebris transtulit in admirabile 
lumen suum, in hoc eodem lumine ut per- 
se verent, gratia sua confirmat, non deserens, 
nisi deseratur. Quocirca minime par est 
conditio eorum, qui per coeleste fidei donum 
catholicae veritati adhaeserunt ; atque 
eorum. qui ducti opinionibus hmnanis, fal- 
sam roligionem sectantur; illi enim, qui 
fidem sub Ecclesiae magisterio sut^ceperunt, 
nullam unquam habere possunt iustam 
causam mutandi, aut in dnbium fidem 
camdem revocandi. Quae cum ita siut, 
grutias agentes Deo Patri, qui dignoe nos 
fecit iu partem sortis sanctorum in lumine, 
tantam ne negligamus salutem, sed aspi- 
cientes in auctorem fidei et consummatorem 
lesimi, teneamus bi)ei nostrae confessioncm 
indeclinabilem. 

Caplt IV. 

De fide et ratlone. 

Hoc quoque perpetuus Efclesiae catho- 
licae consensus tenuit et tenet, duplieem 
esseordinem cognitionis^non solum principio, 
sed obiecto etiam distinctum : principio 
quidem, quijt in altero naturali rationc, in 
altero fide divina cognoscimus : obiecto 
autem, quia praeter ea, ud quae naturalis 
ratio pertingere potest, credenda nobis pro- 
ponuntur mysteria in Deo abscondita, quae, 
nisi revelata divinitus, innotesccre non pos- 
sunt. Quocirca Apostolus, qui a gentibus 
Deum per ea, quae facta sunt, oognitum 
esse testatur, disserens tamen de gratia et 
veritate, quae per Icsuin Christum facta 

1 Is. xL 12. 
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08t/ pronuntiat : Loquimur Del sapiontiam 
in mysterio, quae abscoDdita est, quam 
praedostinavit Deus ante saecula in gloriam 
noetram, quam nemo principum huius sae- 
culi cognovit : — nobis autem revelavit Deus 
per Spiritum suiun: Spiritus enim omnia 
scrutatur, etiam profunda DeL' Et ipse 
Unigenitus oonfiietur Patri, quia abscondit 
haeo a sapientibus, et prudentibus, et re- 
velavit ea parvulis.* 

Ac ratio quidem, fide illustrata, cum 
sedulo, pie et sobrie quaerit, aliquam, Deo 
dante, mysteriorum intelligentiam eumque 
fructuosissimam assequitur, tum ex corum, 
quae naturalitor cognoscit, analog^, tum e 
mysteriorum ipsorum nexu inter se et 
cum fiue hominis idtimo ; nunquam tamen 
idonea redditur ad ea perspicienda instar 
veritatum, quae propriam ipsius obiectum 
constituunt. Divina enim mysteria suapte 
natura intellectum crcatum sic ezcedunt, 
ut etiam revelatione tradita et fide suscepta, 
ipsius tamen fidei velamine contecta et 
quadam quasi caligine obvoluta mancant, 
quamdiu in hac mortal! vita peregrinamur 
a Domino : per fidem enim ambulamus, et 
non per speciem.* 

Verura etsi fides sit supra rationem, nulla 
tamen unquam inter fidem et rationem vera 
dissensio esse potest : cum idem Deus, qui 
mysteria rcvelat et fidom iufundit, animo 
liumano rationis lumen indidcrit; Deus 
autem negare seipsum non posbit, ncc 
verum vero unquam contradiccre. Injinis 
autom huius lontradictionis species inde 
potissimum oritur, quod vel fidei dogmata 
od mentcm Ecclesiae intellecta et ex(>osita 
non fuerint, vel opinionum commenta pro 
rationis eifntis habeantur. Omnem igitur 
assertionem veritati ilium inatae fidei con- 
trariam omnino falsam esse defiuimus.* 
Tone Ecclesia, quae una cum Hpostolico 
muuere docendi, mandatum accepit, fidei 
depositum custodiendi, ius et ofiicium di- 
vinitus habet falsi nominia scientiam pro- 
scribendi, ne quis decipiutur per philoso- 
phiam, et inanem fallaciam.^ Quapropter 
omnes christiaui fideles huiusmoai opi- 
nioncs, quae fidei doctrinae contrariae esse 
cognoscuntur, maxime si ab Ecclesia re- 
[)robatae fuerint, non solum prohibentur 
tanquam legitimas scientiae conclusiones 
defendero, sed pro erroribus potius, (jui 
fallacem veritatis speciem prae se ferant 
habere, tenentur omnino. 

Neque solum fides et ratio inter se dis- 
sidere nunquam possunt, sed opem quoque 

1 loan. 1. 17. « 1 Cor. ii. 7-9. 

3 Math. xi. 25. * 2 Cor. v. 7. 

» Cone. Lat. V. Bulla Apottolici regiminU, 
* Coloas. ii. 8. 



sibi mutuam ferunt, cum reota ratio fidei 
fundamental denionstret, eiusque liimine 
illustrata rerum divinarum scientiam ex- 
colat; fides vero rationem ab erroribus 
liberet ac tueatur, eamque multiplici oogni- 
tione instruat Quapropter tantum a^st, 
ut Ecclesia humanarum artium et disoi- 
plinarum culturae obsistat, ut banc multis 
modis iuvet atque promoveat Non enim 
commoda ab lis ad hominum vitam dima- 
nantia aut ignomt aut de.spicit; fatetur 
imo, eas, quemadmodum a Deo, scientiarum 
Domino, profei-tae sunt, ita si rite pertrao- 
tentur, ad Deum, iuvante eius gratia, per- 
dueere. Nee sane ipsa vetat, ne huiusmodi 
disc-iplinae in suo quaeque ambitu propriis 
utautur principiis et propria methodo ; sed 
iustam banc libertatem agnoscens, id sedulo 
cavet, ne divinae doctrinae repugnando 
errores in se suscipiant, aut fined proprios 
transgressae, ea, quae siuit fidei, occupent 
et perturbent 

Neque enim fidei doctrina, quam Deus 
revelavit, velut philosophicum inventum 
proposita est humanis ingeniis perficienda, 
sed tamquam divinum depositum Christi 
Sponsae tradita, fideliter custodienda et 
infallibiliter declaranda. Uinc sacrorum 
quoque dogmatum is sensus perpetuo est 
retinendus, quem semel declaravit Sancta 
Mater Ecclesia, nee unquam ab eo sensu, 
altioris intelligent iae specie et nomine, re- 
cedeudiun. Crescat igitur et multum vehe- 
menterque proficiat, tam siugulorum, quam 
omnium, tam unius huminis, quam totius 
Ecclesiae, aetatum ac saeculorum gradibus, 
intelligentia, scientia, sapientia : sed in suo 
dumtaxat genere, in eodem scilicet dogmate, 
oodem sensu, eademque bententia.* 



CANONES. 
I. 

De Deo rerum omnium Creatore, 

1. Si quis unum verum Deum vibibilium 
et invisibilium Creatorem et Dominum ne- 
gaverit ; anathema sit. 

2. Si quis praeter materiam nihil esse 
affirmare non erubuerit ; anathema sit. 

3. Si quis dixerit, imam eaiidemque esse 
Dei et rerum omnium substantiam vel es- 
sentiam; anathema sit. 

4. Si quis dixerit, res Anitas, tum cor- 
poreai tum f-pirituales,' aut saltem spiri- 
tuales, e divina substantia emanasse ; 

> Vine. Lir. Common, n. 28. 
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sot diTinam eMentiam nd manifesUtioiie 
▼el ewolatUme fieri fmoia ; 

iiat denkjiv; Deam ease cdm oniTemle 
•ea in/ldlnitiiii^ qnnd eewe detenniiMDdo 
ernutliiUMi remm unirenitiUm in geDe^^ 
BMiCwn ei indiTidiia dintiDCtam ; anathema 
nt. 

6, Hi qnis non ocmfiteator, mnndnm, 
nanioe omnea, qnae in eo oontinentnr, et 
arpiritualet ei materiilc^ ■eenridam totam 
miam Rabttantiam a Deo ex nihilo ease pro- 
dtictaa ; 

ant I>(;mD dixerit non Tolantafe ab omni 
ni;Ocs«itate libera, aed tarn necessario 
creuMie, quam nece«flario amat tteipifiim ; 

aat mandum a^l Dei gloriam conditam 
cf»«e negaTerit ; anathema sit. 

IL 

De revdatione, 

1. 81 quls dixerit, Deum unum et veram, 
(/reatortm et Dominum noKtrum., per ea, 
quae facta sunt, natarali ratioiiiit humaiiae 
lumine certo cognuflci non podtie ; anathema 
«it. 

2. Hi quia dixerit, fieri non po8.«e, aut non 
ex|K;dire, ut per rovelationem divinum homo 
de Deo, cultuque ei exhibendo edoceator; 
anathema sit. 

3. 8i qui« dixerit, homincm ad cogni- 
tionom et perfectionem, quae naturalem 
sujM.Tet, divinituB evehi nou posse, bed ex 
seipifo ad omnis tandera veri et boni po^aeu- 
Hionem iugl profectu pcrtingcre poutto et 
debero : anathema sit. 

4. Hi quii* Bacrao Scripturae libros inte- 
groii cum omnibufl suis partibuB, prout illos 
■ancta Tridentina Synotlus reccnsuit, pro 
Ba<TiM et canonitriH non BUBceperit, aut eos 
divinitUB ioBpiratoB bhbg negaverit; anathe- 
ma Bit. 

III. 

Defide. 

1 . Hi quiB dixerit, rationem liimianam ita 
indi^lMjnaoTitcni obko. ut fidoB ei a Doo im- 
poruH non TK)MHit ; anathema Hit. 

2. Si quiH dixerit, fidem divinam a nn- 
turiili do Deo et rebuB moralibuB Bcientia 
non (liHtingui, ac propterea ad fidem divinam 
uon roijuiii, ut reveluta veritiiB propter auc- 
tcritutem Dei revoIantiBcredatur ; anathema 
i»it. 

JJ. Si quia dixerit, rovelationem divinam 
cxteniiB BignLs credibiUun fieri non posse, 
ideotiue Bola iuterna cuiuH(juo exponontia 
nut tiiBpimtione privata liomiiios ad fidem 
moveri del>ero ; anathema Bit. 

i. Si (juiB dixerit, miracula nulla fieri 



poMe, ptoiodeqiie omnea de iis nairatiaDefly 
etiam in aacra Scriptara oootentas. Inter 
faboLis Tel mjthos ablegandaa esK, ant 
miraeola oerte oognoaci nonqnara posse, nee 
iiB dirinam rpligioniB ehristuuuie originem 
rite probari ; anathema sit. 

5. Si quia dixerit, aasensiim fidei chria- 
tianae non ease libemm, aed arg^nmentia 
humanae rationia neoeaaario prodaci; aut 
ad aolam fidem Tivam. quae per charitatem 
operatnr gratiam Dei neceasariam esse ; 
anathema sit 

6. Siqnia dixerit, paiem eaae oonditionem 
fideliom atqne eomm, qui ad fidem nnice 
Teram nondom peirenenmt. iia nt catholici 
iuBtam causam habere poaint, fidem, quam 
aub Ecclesiae mag^iaterio iam snacepemnt, 
aaaenan suapenao in dnbinm Tocantil, donee 
demonatrationem aeientificam crediUlitatia 
et veritatis fidei anae abeolTerint ; anathema 
ait. 

IV. 

Defide et ratione. 

1. 8i quia dixerit, in revelutione dirina 
nulla vera et proprie dicta myateria con- 
tineri, aed nniveraa fidei dogmata poaae per 
rationem rite excultam e natnralibua prin- 
cipiia intelligi et demonatrari ; anathema 
ait. 

2. Si quia dixerit, diaciplinas humanaa ea 
cum libertate tractiudaa eaae, ut earum 
aJ!»8ertion< 8, ctai doctrluae nvelatae adver- 
BCintur, tanquam verae retineri, nequo ab 
Ecclesia proacnbi poaaint ; anathema sit. 

3. Si quia dixerit, fieri poaae, ut dog- 
matibua ab Eccleaia propositLs, aliquando 
Bocutidum progresaum Bcientiae aeuaua tri- 
buendua ait aliua ab eo, quem intellexit et 
iutclligit Ecckaia ; anathi-ma ait. 

Ituque aupremi paatoralia Noatri ofiicii 
dcbitum exequentea, omned Chrihti fidelea, 
maxiiue vero eoa, qui praeaunt vel doceudi 
munere funguntur, per viacera le^ju Chriati 
obtcBtamur, necnon eiusdem Dei et Salva- 
toris nodtii auctoritate iubemua, ut ad hos 
erioies a Sancta Kcclesia arcendoa et eli- 
minaudoB, utque puriB»iiuae fiilei lucem pan- 
dendum btuiiiuni et operum conferant. 

Quoniam vero autia non e»t, hacreticam 
pmvitiitem devitare, nisi ii quoque errorea 
diligenter fu^iaiitur, qui ad iUum phia 
minusve accedunt ; omnea officii nionemua, 
aervandi eti»m Conatitutiones et Decreta, 
quibuB pravae eiuamodi opinionea, quae 
iatbic diaerte uon enumerantur, ab hac 
Sancta Sedo proacriptae et prohibitiO 
sunt. 

Datum Romae in ])ublica Seaaione in 
Vaticana Baailioa aulemniter Ovlebratu, ouuo 
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Incamationis Dominicao millesimo ootin- 
gentesiino septuagesimo, die vigesima 
quarta Apiilifl. 

Pontificatufl Nostri anno vigesimo quarto. 
Ita €9t 
losEPHUs Episcopns S. Hippolyti, 
Seeretarius Concilii Vaiicaui. 
(Dalla Civilta CaitoUca, 7 mnggio 1870.) 



DOCUMENT XIX. 

Formtde,^ 

Les Boussign^s prdtres et clercs du dioo^ 
du FlorcDco, rdpondnnt k rinvitation faite 
an (.lerg^ italien, of&ent au Goncile CBcu- 
mdnique leur modeste obolo pour le soulago* 
nient de Tauguste pauvrete du Vicaire de 
J^8U8-Chri8t, et saisitMent aveo empresse- 
ment cetto occasion nouvelle d'wfRrmer leur 
devouement k sa Porsonno sacre'o, leur zMe 
pour sea drtjits sacrosaints et leur foi iu^- 
branlable k son infailliblo autorite. 

(SuicerU les tignatures du Clerg^,) 

(De Vltalie, 4 juillet 1870.) 



DOCUMENT XX. 

CONSTITUTIO DOGMATICA 

FBIMA 

DE ECOiESIA CHRISTI 

BDITA IX SESSIONS QUABTA 

SACROSANCri OKCUMEXICl CONCILII 
VATICANI. 

PIUS EPISCOPUS 

8EBV18 8ERV0BUM bEI 
8ACB0 APPBOItANTE CONCILIO 

Ad perpetuam rei memoriam. 

Pastor aetornns et cpiscopuB animamm 
uostranim, ut Balutlforum redemptioiiin 
opuB perenne redderet, satictain aedificare 
Eoclesiam docrevit, in qua veluti in dome 
Dei yiveiitis fidelea omncs unius fidei et 
chAritatiii vinculo oontinerentur. Quu- 

1 lie pr6flrnt module de tunscriptioD devn rtre 
rein>B, en mrmo temps que lea oflrandes rerueiUies, 
jk rill, et lUv. chanoine M. an Semiiuire florcntin, pai 
plus tard que le 34 Jain. 



propter, priusquam clariiicaretur, rogavit 
ratrem non pro Apostolis tantum, 8ed et 
pro eis, qui credituri orant per ycrbum 
eorum in ipsum, ut omnos unum essent, 
sicut inso Filius et Pater unum sunt. 
Quomaamodum igitur Apostolos, quos sibi 
de luundo elegerat, roisit, sicut ipse missus 
erat a Patre ; ita in Eccle&ia sua Pabtores et 
Doctores usque ad consummationem saeculi 
esse voluit. Ut yero Epiboopatus ipse unus 
et indivisus esset, et per cohaerentes sibi 
iiivicem sacerdotes credentiiun multitude 
univoisa in fidei et communionis unitate 
oonservaretur, beatum Petrum caeteris 
Apostolis praeponetis in ipso instituit per- 
petuumutriu^que unitatis principium ac visi* 
bile fundumentum, super cuius fortitudinem 
aeteruum exstrucretur templum, et Ecclesiae 
coelo iufereiida sublimitas in huius fidei 
firmitate consurgeret ^ £t c^uoniam portue 
inferi jid evertendam, si fieri posset, Kcflo- 
siam contra eius fundamentum divinitus 
positum maiori in die.i odio undique in- 
surguut ; Nos ad catholici gregis custodiam, 
inoolumitatem, augmentum, necessarium 
esse iudicamus, sacro approbante Concilio, 
doctrinam de insiitutiono, perpetuititto, ao 
natura sacri Apostolici primutus, in quo 
totius Eocloviae vis ac soliditas oonsistit, 
cunctis fidelibus credendum et tonendam, 
secundum anti(|uam atque coustantem uni- 
versalis Ecclesiue fidem, pmponere, atque 
oontrarioSf dominioo gregi adeo perniciosoa, 
errores prosoribere et oondenmaie. 

CAPUT I. 

De apostolui primatu* in Beato Petro 
inttitutione, 

Docemus itnqiio et declaramus, iuxta 
Evangclii testimonia primatum iurisdictionis 
in universam Dei EcclcM9iam immediate et 
directe bcuto Petro Apoetolo pmmissum atque 
collatum a Cbristo bomino fuisse. Unum 
enim Simonem, cui ium pridem dizerat : 
Tu vocubcris Cephas,* post(|uam ille suam 
edidit confessionem inquiens : Tu es 
C'bri>tus, Filius Dei vivi, solemnibus his 
Terbis allocutus est Dominus : Beatus es 
Simon Bariona, quia caro, et sanguis non 
revelavit tibi, sed Pater mens, qui in coelis 
est : et ego dico tibi, quia tu es Petrus, et 
super banc petram aedifictibo Ecclesiam 
meam, et portae inferi non pnievalebunt 
adversus eam: et tibi dabo clayes regni 
coelorum : et quodoumque lig^ycris super 
terram, erit li«;atum et in coelis: et quod- 
oumque soheris super terram, erit solutum 

1 St. Leo M. Serm. iv. (al. ill), cap. 2, in diem 
Xatalis tui. * loan. i. 43. 
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et in ooelis. * Atque unl Simoni Petro con- 
tulit lesus post suam resurrectionem summi 
pastoris et rectoris iurisdictionem in totum 
Bunm ovile dicens : Pasce agnos meos : 
Pasce oTes meas.' Huic tarn manifesttie 
saorarum Scriptnranun doctrinae, ut ab 
Ecclesia catholica semper intellecta est, 
aperte opponuntur pravae eorum sententiaOf 
qui constituism a Chrifito Domino in sua 
Ecclesia regiminis formam pervertentes, 
negant solum Petrum prae ceteris Apoetolis, 
sive seorsum singulis siye omnibus simul, 
yero proprioque iurisdictionis primatu fuisse 
a Cluristo instructiun ; aut qui affirmant 
eundem primatiun non immediate, directc- 
que ipsi beato Petro, sed Ecclesiae, et per 
nanc illi, ut ipsius Eoolesiae ministro, dela- 
tum fuisse. 

Si quis igitur dixerit, beatnm Petrum 
Apostolum non esse a Christo Domino con- 
stitutum Apostolorum omnium principem 
et totius Ecclesiae militantis yisibile caput ; 
yel eundem honoris tantum; non autem 
yerae propriaeque iurisdictionis primatum 
ab eodem Domino Nostra lesu Christo 
directe et immediate accepisse; anathema 
sit. 

CAPUT II. 

De perpetuHate primatus Beati Petri in 
Romanis Pontificibue. 

Quod autem in beato Apostolo Petro, 
princeps paHtorr.m et pastor magnus ovium 
bominus Chri.-tus lesus in perpetuam sa- 
lutem ac perenne bonum E^cclesiae instituit, 
id eodem auctore in Ecclesia, quae fundata 
super petram ad finem sacculoi-um usque 
firma stabit, iugiter durare necosse est. 
Nulli sane dubium, imo saeculis omnibus 
notum est, quod sunctus beatisi>imu»que 
Petrus, Apostolorum princeps et caput, 
fideique columna, et Ecclesiae catholicae 
fundamentimi, a Domino Nostro lesu 
Christo, Salvatore humani generis ac Re- 
demptore. claves regni accepit : qui ad hoc 
usque tempus et semper in suis succcs- 
soribus, episcopis Sanctae Romnnae Sedis, 
ab ipso fundatae eiusque consecratae san- 
guine, viyit et praesidet et indicium exercet. • 
Unde quicumque in hnc Cathedra Petro 
succedit, is secundum Christi ipsius insti- 
tutionem primatum Petri in universam 
Ecclesiam obtinet. Manet ergo dispositio 
yeritutis, et beatus Petrus in accepta forti- 
tudine petrae perseverans suscepta Eccle- 
siae gubernacula non reliquit.^ Hue dc 
causa ad Romanam Ecclesiam propter poten- 
tiorem principalitatem necesse semper fuit 

1 Matth. xvl. lfr-19. * loan. zxi. 15-17. 

s Cf. Ephesini Condlil, Act. lii. 

4 St. Leo M..Scrni. iii. (al. 11.), cap. 3. 



omnem con venire Ecclesiam, hoc est, eos, qui 
sunt undique fideles, ut in ea Sode, e qua 
yenerandae oommunionis iura in omnes dima- 
nant, tamquam membra in capite consociata, 
in unam corporis romp gem coaleeoerent ^ 

Si (}uis ergo dixent, non esse ex ipdus 
Christi Domini institutione, sou inre diyino, 
ut beatus Petrus in primatu snper uni- 
yersam Ecclesiam habeat perpetuos succes- 
sor's; aut Romanum Pontificem non esse 
beati Petri in eodem primatu sucoessorcm; 
anathema sit. 

CAPUT IIL 

De vi et ratione prtmcUus Bomard PontificU. 

Quapropter apertis innixi sacramm litte- 
rarnm testimoniis, et inhaerentes tum Prae- 
decessorum Nostrarum, Romanorum Pon- 
tificum, tum Conciliorum gcneralium diserti?, 
perspicnisque decretia, innovamus CElcu- 
menici Concilii Florentini d^finitionem, qua 
credendum ab omnibus Christi fidelibus est, 
Sanctam Apostolicam Sedem, et Romanum 
Pontificem in universum orbem tenere pri- 
matum, et ipsum Pontificem Romanum suc- 
cessorem esse beati Petri prinoipis Aposto- 
lorum, et venim Christi Vicarium, totiusque 
Eccl< siae caput, et omnium Christianomm 
mtrem ac doctorcm existere ; et ipsi in beato 
Petro pascendi, regendi et grubemandi uni- 
versalem Ecclesiam a Domino Nostro lesu 
Christo plenam potestatem traditam esse; 
queniadmoduni ctiam in gestis CE2cumeni- 
corum Conciliorum et sacris canonibus 
continetur. 

Doccmus proinde et decloramus, Ecclesiam 
Romanam, disponente Domino, super omnes 
alias ordinariae potestatis obtinero princi- 

Satnm, et banc Roman! Pontificis iuris- 
ictionis potestatem, quae vcre episcopalia 
est, immodiatam esse; erga quam cuius- 
cumque ritus et dignitatis pastores atque 
fideles, tarn seorsum singuli quam simul 
omnes, officio hierarchicae subordinntionisi, 
vcraeque obedientiae obstringuntur, non 
solum in rebus, quae ad fidem et mores, 
sed eti(im in iis, quae ad diiiciplinam et 
regimen Ecclesiae per totnm orbem dififusae 
pertinent ; ita ut custodita cum Romano 
Pontifice tHm communionis, quam einsdem 
fidei professionis unitate, Ecclesiae Christi 
sit unus grex sub uno summo pastore. 
Haec est catholicae ycritatis doctrina, a 
qua deviare salva fide atque salute nemo 
potest. 

Tantum autem abest, ut haec Summi 
Pontificis potestas officiat ordinariae ac 

1 S. Iren. Adv. haer. I. lii. c. 3, et Cone. Aqnilei, a 
381 inter epp. S. Ambroe. ep. xl. 
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immediatae illi episcopali iuriBdictionis po- 
ti-stati, quii Episcopi, qui positi a Spintu 
Siincto in Apostolorum locum Buccosserunt, 
tamqnam veri postores assignutos tjibi gregea, 
ginguli singulofl, pascunt et regunt, ut eadem 
a supremo et univereali Pastoro asseratur, 
iol)oretur ac vindicetur, secundum illud 
sancti Gregorii Magni : Mens honor est 
honor universalis Ecclesiae. Mens honor 
est fratrum meorum solidus vigor. Turn 
ego vero honoratus sum, cum sinj^ulis qui- 
busque honor debit us non negatur. * 

Porro ex suprema ilia Boinani Pimtificis 
potentate gubemundl univerdam Ecclesiam 
ius eidem esse consei^uitur, in hnlus sui 
muneris exercitio libero communicandi cum 
pa.itoribiis et gregibus totiu.-} Ecclesiae, ut 
iidem ub ipso in via salutis doceri ao regi 
possiiit. Qnare damnumus ac reprobamus 
illonun sententias, qui banc supremi capitis, 
cum pastoribus et gregibus communi- 
cationem licito impediri pos^e dicunt, aut 
eandom reddunt saeculari potestati obnoxiam, 
ita ut coiitendjint, quae ub Apostolic* Sede 
vel tills nuctoritate ad regimen Ecclesiae 
constituuntur, vim ao valorem non habere, 
nisi potostatis saeculuris placito confir- 
mt>ntur. 

Et quoniam divino Aposidici primatus 
iuro Romanus Pontifex uiiiversae Ecclesiae 
pruecst, doremus etiam et dcdaramus, eum 
esse iudicem suprcmum fiilclium,* et in 
omnibus oausis ad oxamon co<}le:iiastioum 
spectantibus ad ipsius posse indicium rc- 
curri.* Scdis vero Apostolicae, cuius auo- 
toritate maior non est, indicium a nemine 
fore retracfcmdum, neque cuiiiuam de eius 
licero iudicare iudioio.* Quare a recto veri- 
tfttis tramite aberrant, qui affirmant, licero 
«b iudiciis Romanorum Pontificum ad (Ecu- 
menicum Concilium tamquam ad auctori- 
tatem Romano Pontifico superiorem appel- 
lare. 

8i quis itaqno dixerit, Romanum Ponti- 
ficem liabere tantummodo offioium inspec- 
tionis vel directionis. non autem plenam et 
supremam potebtatem iurisdictionis in uni- 
versam Ecclesiam, non solum in rebus, 
quae ad fidem (;t mores, sed eti:iin in lis, 
quae ad disciplinam et regimen Ecclesiae 
i)er totum orbem diffusao pertinent ; Rut eum 
nubero tnntum pition-s partes, non vero 
totim plenitudinem liuius supremae potes- 
tatis ; aut banc eius pote^tatem non esse 
ordinariam et immediatam sive in omnes 
ac singulas Ecclesias, sive in omnes et 
singulos pastoros et fideles ; anathema sit. 

1 Ep. td Kulofc. AlcxADdrin. 1. r\ii. ep. xxx. 

s Fli P. VI. Breve Super $oliditaU, d. 28 nov. 119€. 

* Cuocil. Ofcum. hm^un. 11. 

* Ep. NtcoUl I, ad MickaeUm Imperatarem. 



CAPUT IV. 
De Romani PontificU infaUibUi magUUrio, 

Ipso autem Apostolico primatu, qnem 
Romanus Pontifex, tamquam Petri principia 
Apostolorum successor, in universam Eccle- 
siam obtinet, supremam quoquo magfisterii 
potestatem comprehend!, haeo Sancta Bedes 
semper tenuit, perpetuus Ecclesiae usus 
comprobat, ipsac^ue (Ecumenioa Concilia, ea 
imprimis, in quibus Oriens cum Oocidente 
in fidei charitatisque unionem oonveniebat, 
declaraverunt. Patres enim Concilii Con- 
stantinopolitani quarti maiorum vestigiia 
inhaercntes, hano solemnem ediderunt pro- 
feasionem : Prima salus est, rectae ndei 
rcgulam custodire. Et (juia non potest 
Domini Notjtri lesu Chn^^ti praetermitti 
sententia dicentis: Tu es Petrus, et super 
banc petram ae<lificabo Ecclesiam meam, 
haec, quae dicta sunt, rerum probuntur 
effectibus, quia in Sede Apostolica imma- 
culuta est semper catholioa reservata religio, 
et sancta ceUtbrata doctrina. Ab huius ergo 
fide et doctiina separari minime cupient^ 
speramus, ut in una oommunione, quam 
Sedcs Apostolica praedicat, esse mcreamnr, 
in qua est Integra et vera Christia-iae reli- 
gionis soliditiis.* Approbante vero Lugdu- 
ncnsi Concilio secundo, Graeci pri)fe!<si sunt : 
Sanctam Romanam Erclesiam summum et 
plenum primatum et principatum super 
universam Ecclesiam catholicam obtinere, 
quern f^e ab ip^o Domino in boato Pctro 
Apostolorum principe sive vertice, cuius 
Romanus Pontifex est successor, cum potes- 
tatis plenitudiiie reeepisso veraciter et hu- 
mi liter recogtioscit, et sicut prae caeteris 
tenetur fidei veritatem defendere, sic et. si 
quae de fide subortae fuerint quaestiones, 
suo debent iudicio definiri. Ijorentinum 
dt'nique Concilium di-finivit : Pontifioem 
Romanum, verum Christl Vicarium, totius- 
que Ecclesiae caput et omnium Christianonim 
patrem rc doctorem existere ; et ipei in 
Deato Petro pasoendi, regendi ac gnbemandi 
universalem Ecclesiam a Domino Noetro 
lesu Christo plenam potestatem traditam 
esse. 

Uuio pastorali muneri ut satisfaooreni, 
Praedeces:K>re8 Nostri indefessam somper 
openun dederunt, ut salutaris Christi doc- 
trina apud omnes terrao populos propa- 
garetur, parique oura vigilarunt, nt, ubi 
recepta esset, sincera et pura coiiservaretur. 
Quocirca totius orbis Antistites, nunc sin- 

1 Ex fbnnaU S. HonniMUe Ftpfte, proat ab H*- 
drUno H. Patribufl OonciUI CKcumentci VIII, Goo- 
staniinopoUUnl IV, propo«lu et ab iitdem tabicripU 
e<it. 
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gnli, nuDC in Synodis congregati, longam 
Eeclesiamm consuetudinem, et antiquae re- 
g^lae formam sequentes, ea praesertim 
pericula, quae in negotiis fidei emergebant, 
ad hano Sedem Apostolicam retulerunt, 
nt ibi potissimum resarciiontur damna 
fidei, ubi fides non p6te8t sentire defectum.* 
Bomani autem Pontifices, prout temporum 
ei rerum conditio suadebat, nunc conyocatis 
CEcumenicis Conciliis, aut explorata Eccle- 
eiae per orbem dispersae scntentia, nunc 
per SynodoB particulares, nunc aliis, quae 
divina snppeditabat providentia, adhibitLs 
auxililB, ea tenenda definivernnt, quae sacria 
Scripturis et apostoliciB TraditiunibuB con- 
sentanea, Deo udiutore, cognoverant. Nequo 
enim Petri succcssoribus Spiritus Sanctus 
promissus est, ut eo revelante noTam doc- 
trinam patefacerent, sed ut eo assistento 
traditam per Apostolos revelationem sen 
fidei depositum sancte custodirent et fideliter 
exponerent. Quorum quidem apostolicam 
doctrinam omnes yenerabiles Patres amplexi 
et sancti Doctores orthodoxi yenerati atquo < 
secuti sunt ; plenissime scientes, banc sancti 
Petri Sedem ab omui semper errore illibatam 
permanere, secimdum Domini SaWatoris 
Nostri diyinam pollicitationem discipulorum 
Buorum principi factam : Ego rogayi pro te, 
ut noQ deficiat fides tua, et tu aliquando 
conyersus oonfirma fratres tuos. 

Hoc igitur yeritatis et fidei numquHm 
defieientifl charisma Petro eiusque in hao 
Cathedra successoribus divinitus collatum 
estf ut excelso suo munere in omnium 
salutem funj^erentur, ut universus Christi 
grex per eos ab erroris venenosa esca aversus, 
coelestis doctrinae pabulo nutriretur, ut sub- 
l&ta sohismatis occabionc Ecclesia tota una 
oonservaretur, atque suo fundiimento innixa 
firma adyersus inferi portas consisteret. 

At yero cum hac ipsa aetate, qua saluti- 
fera Apostolici munuris cfflcacia vel maximo 
rtquiiitur, non pauci inveniantur, qui illius 
auitoritati obtrectant; necei»sarium omnino 
esse censtmuB, praerogativam, quam uni- 
> Cf. S. Bern., Eplst. cxc. 



genitus Dei Filius cum summo pastorali 
officio coniungere dignatus est, aolemniter 
asserere. 

Itaque Nos traditioni a fidei Christianas 
ezordio perceptae fideliter inhaerendo, ad 
Dei Salyatoris Nostri gloriam, religionis 
Catholicae ex;iltationem, et Christianurum 
populorum salutem, sacro approbante Con- 
cilio, dooemus, et diyinitus reyelatum dogma 
esse definimus : Romanum Pontificem, cum 
ex Cathedra loquitur, id est, cum onmium 
Christianorimi Pastoris et Doctoris munere 
fungcns, pro suprema sua Apostolica auc- 
totitate doctrinam de fidt' yel moribus ab 
uniyersa Ecclesia tenendam definit, per 
assistentiam diyinam, ipsi in beato Petro 
promissam, ea infallibilitate poUere, qua 
diyinus Redemptor Ecclei>iam suam in defi- 
nieiida doctrina de fide yel moribus instruc- 
tam esse yoluit; ideoque eiu^modi Bomani 
Pontificis definitiones ex sese, non autem ex 
consensu Ecclesiae irreformabiles esse. 

Si quis autem huic Nostrae definitioni 
* coutradicere, quod Deus ayertat, praesump- 
serit ; anathema sit. 

Datum Romae, in publica Sessione in 
Yaticaiia L!asilica solemniter celebrata, anno 
Incamationis Dominicae milUsimo octin- 
gentesimo septuagesimo, die deoima outaya 
lulii. 

Pontificatus Nostri anno yigesimo quinto. 

Jto est. 
JosEPULS Episcopus S. Hippolyti, 
Secretarius Coneilii Vaticani, 

De manddto SS.mi in Christo FmIHs et Domini 
Nostri Domini divina Providentia Pii PP. IX.. «nno a 
Natlvitate Dt.mlni MiXXX^L.XX., Indict, xiii., die 
vero xviii. Julii, Pontificatus eiusdem SS.mi Domini 
Notttri Anno xxv., praesens Constitutio Apoetulira 
afflxa et publicata fuit ad valvas Basilicarnm S. loannia 
in Laterano, Princlpis Apostolonun, et S. Maiiae 
Maioris, Cancellariae Apo^licae. ac Magnae Chiriae 
Innocentianac, atque in Acie Campi Florae per me 
AloiAlum Serafini A post. Curs. 

PiiiLiPPUs OssAKi, Magut. Curt. 

(Dal Giomale di Roma, 19 luglio 1870.) 
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With Ihtroductort Lsttib by Mb. GLADSTONE. 

Third EdUUm. 8to. 2«. M. 



The Travels of Marco Polo, the Venetian, 

CONCERNING THE KINGDOMS AND MARYELS OF THE EAST. 

A New Enqush Ybbsion. 

niuBtrated by the Light of Oriental Writers and Modem TrayelB. 

BY COL. HENRY YULE, C.R 

L«te B<>yal Bnglneen (Bengal). 

Seetmd Edition, Bwited and Enlarged, 
With 19 Mapa and 180 Illustrationa. 2 Yola. Medium Sro. 63dt. 



Metallurgy ; 

THE ART OP* EXTRACTING METALS FROM THEIR ORE. 



BY JOHN PERCY, M.D., F.R.a, 

I the GoTemment School of Minea, Honoraty Men 
CJtU Eoglneen, Ao. 

FIRST DIVISION.— FUEL, including 



Leoturer <m Metalluivy at the GoTemment School of Minee, Honoraty Member of the InstltatloQ «4 

CJtU Eoglneen, to. 



Introduction, 


Fire Bricks, 


Coal, 


Refractory Metals, 


FUEL> 


Charcoal, 


Fire Clays, 


Wood, 


Coke, 


Crucibles, 


Peat, 


Gas Furnaces, &c. 



Eeviaed and Enlarged Edition, With Lithographs and 112 Illustrations. 8to. SOi. 



A Popular Edition of 
Mr. Smiles' Lives of the Engineers, 

FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE DEATH OF THE STEPHENSONS, 
WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR PRINCIPAL WORKS: 

Compridng a History of Inland Communication in Britain, and the Inyentioii and 
Introduction of the Steam Engine and Locomotive. 

Heviaed Edition. With Portraits and 840 Woodcuts. 5 toIs. Grown 8yo. 7s. (UL each. 



MB. injERAyS LIST OP NEW W0BK3 NOW BEADY. 13 

England and Russia in the East. 

A SERIES OF PAPERS ON THE POLITICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONDITION OF CENTRAL ASIA 

BY MAJOR-GEN. SIR HENRY RAWLINSON, K.C.B., F.RS., 

President of the Boyal Geographical Society, and Member of the Council of India. 
Second Edition^ lUvised. With Map. 8va 128, 



The Hawaiian Archipelago. 

SIX MONTHS AMONG THE PALM GROVES, CORAL REEFS, AND 
VOLCANOES OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

BY ISABELLA BIRD, 

Author of the " EngUahwoman in America.** 
With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 12«. 



The Laud of the North Wind, 

OR TRAVEI^ AMONG THE LAPLANDERS AND SAMOYEDES, AND ALONG 
THE SHORES OF THE WHITE SEX 

BY EDWARD RAE. 

With Map and Woodcuts. Post 8vo. lOi. Ccf. 



Last Journals of Dr. Livingstone in 
Central Africa, 

FROM 1865 TO WITHIN A FEW DAYS OF HIS DEATH. 

Continued by a Narrative of his last moments and sufferings. 

BY REV. HORACE WALLER, M.A., F.RG.S., 

Rector of Twywell, Northampton. 
With Portrait, Maps, and Illustrations. 2 Vols. 8vo. 28f. 



Memoir of Sir Roderick Murchison. 

INCLUDING EXTRACTS FROM HIS JOURNALS AND LETTERS. 

With Notices of his Scibmtifio Comtehporaiiies, Etc. 

BY ARCHIBALD GEIKIE, LLD, F.RS. 

Murchiaon-rrofeMor of Ooology and If inendogy in the UniTonity of Edinboivfa. and 
Director of the Geological Surr^ of Scotland. 

With Portraits, &c 2 rols. 8to. ZOs. 



Tll£ ilALlAJN, UCKMAJN, J?JL.KMl»li, AJNjU JJUiUH &UllUULi». 

Based on the Wobk of Kuglek. 
New and Beviaed Edition, With 200 Illustrations. 4 rols. Crown 8ro. 545. 



The Gothic Architecture of Italy. — Chiefl 
in Brick and Marble. 

WITH NOTES OF RECENT VISITS TO AQUILEIA, UDINE, VICEN2 
FEKRARA, BOLOGNA, MODENA, AND VERCELLI. 

BY GEORGE EDMUND STREET, RA, 

Revised Edition, With 130 Illustrations. Royal 8ro. 2d5. 



The Gnostic Heresies of the First and 
Second Centuries. 

BY DEAN MANSEL, D.D., 

Lattt ProfoMor of JCodoBiABtical History ftt Oxford. 

With a Sketch of his Life aud Chaeacteb, by LORD CARNARVON. 
Edited with a Preface by CANON LIGHTFOOT. 
8to. 10«. 6(f. 



i Principles of Greek Etymology. 



UB. inTSBATS LIST OF NEW WOBEB NOW BEADT. lA 

The Early History of Institutions. 

IN CONTINUATION OF "THE HISTORY OF ANCIENT LAW." 
BY SIR H. SUMNER MAINE, K.S.C.I., LL.D., 

Corpua Prof eaaor of Jurisprudence at Oxford, and Member of the Indian CoundL 
Seccnd Edition, 8to. 128. 



The Diary of the Shah of Persia, 

DURINa HIS TOUR THROUGH EUROPE IN 1878. 

Translated by J. W. REDHOUSE, F.R.A.S. 

With Portrait and Coloured Title. Crown 8ro. I2s, 



A Grammar of the English Language, 

BY PROFESSOR MAETZNER, of Berlin. 

Translated by CLAIR J. GRECE, LL.B. 
8 vols. 8vo. 865. 



POPULAR SELECTIONS FROM 

Mr. Beresford Hope's Work on 
Worship in the Church of England. 

8yo. 25. 6d, 
•»* Copies of the Larger Work may Ml be had. 8vo. 9s. 



School Board Architecture : 

BEING PRACTICAL INFORMATION on the PLANNING, DESIGNING, 
BUILDING, AND FURNISHING OF SCHOOLHOUSES. 

BY E. R. ROBSON, F.RLB.A., 

ARCUITECT TO THE SCHOOL BOARD FOR LONDON. 

With 800 Illiutrations. Medium 8vo. 8l5. 6d, 



Alpine Flowers For English Gardens. 

HOW THEY MAY BE GROWN IN ALL PARTS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDa 

BY W. ROBINSON, F.LS. 

New and lUvised Sdiiion, Many additional Woodcnta. Crown Svo. 12i. 



16 MS. MUBBAyS LIST OF NEW WOBKS NOW BEADY. 

Elucidations of the Student's Greek 
Grammar. 

BY PROFESSOR CURTIUS. 

Translated from thb Germak by EVELYN ABBOTT, M.A. 

Second EdUion, Bevued. Post 8ro. 7«. Qd, 



The Nicene and Apostles' Creeds. 

THEIR LITERARY HISTORY; TOGETHER WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THE 

GROWTH AND RECEFTION OF THE SERMON ON THB FAITH, 

COMMONLY CALLED "TUB CREED OF ST, ATHANASIUS:' 

BY C. A. SWAINSON, D.D., 

Canon of CliIcheHter and Noniaian Prof easor of Divinity at Cambridge. 
With Facsimile. 8vo. Ida; 



The Student's Edition of 
Austin's Lectures on Jurisprudence 
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The Origin and History of the Grenadier 

Guards. 
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Esther— Canon Rawlinson. 
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Vol. IV.— 24«. 
Psalms— Dean of Wells and Rev. 

Elliott. 
Job — Canon Cook. 
Proverbs— Rev. E. H. Plumptrc. 
Ecclesiastes— Rev. W. T. Bullock. 
Song of Solomon— Rev. T. Kingsbury. 

Vol v.— 20*. 

Isaiah- Rev. Dr. Kay. 

Jeremiah, Lamentations— Dean of Can- 
terbury. 
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